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" Take tlie little book whicli is open in the hand of the angel, 

and eat it up." — Rev. x. 8, 9. 
For the word of God is "the joy and rejoicing of the heart." — 

Jer. XV. 16. 
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God's sacred book is opened now, 
Hear it, Earth, and tumbly bow. 
The seals are loosed, its truths disclosed. 
It triumphs now above its foes. 
It points to an immortal day, 
And guides us on the heavenly way. 
"Were all the gems of earth our own, 
We'd part with all for this alone. 
Thus, leaving transient things so vain,^- 
Yes, leaving all our home to gain, — 
We'll take this volume for our guide 
And firmly by its truths abide. 
For by its holy, solemn awe, 
By its divine, celestial law. 
The word of God, we know it now, 
Of him who bled on Calvary's brow; 
Of him who, in the jubilee. 
Will come to set his captives free. 
In that great year of his release, 
We'U soar above to dwell in peace. 
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TO THE READER. 



In obedience to the precept of Heaven, that we " consider the 
vision" (Dan.ix.23), the a-uthor, having for seven years been 
searching the Scriptures, prying into the chronological order of 
the holy oracles of God, and making astronomical calculations 
extending through more than six thousand years, to ascertain the 
truth, can, with confidence, offer this work to the public as worthy 
of the most serious and prayerful attention of every lover of 
truth ; for, though we may differ in opinion as to prophetic dates 
and the time of the second coming of our blessed Lord, every 
intelligent man, who will take the trouble to examine for himself, 
must admit that if those dates, as found in our Hebrew Bible, can 
be credited, we have at least settled the long-disputed question as 
to the age of our world, and established the correct chro- 
nology of our Bible. This alone claims for this work a place 
in every library. But that which appears unto the author, at least, 
to make this work of so much real worth, and worthy of the 
strictest investigation, is that he can by. his own experience with 
confidence say that no man with a well-balanced mind, open to 
conviction, — no, not even the most confirmed infidel, atheist, or 
deist, — can make himself master of its contents without being 
compelled to admit that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God; and those who in sincerity and truth really "love the 
appearing" of our Lord, are taught with holy, solemn awe to 
listen to the admonition of Christ: "Look up and lift up your 
heads;" yea, rejoice; "for your redemption draweth nigh." 
(Luke xxi. 28.) 
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PEEFACE. 



Having, through the light of astronomy, examined those uner- 
ring records of God's celestial calendar, as given " For a declaration 
of times and a sign of the world" (Ecclesiasticus xliii. 6), and thus 
discovered the truth as to the correct chronology of our Bible, 
which removes the seal and opens the book of Daniel, my object 
in this work is to ""Write the vision and make it plain upon 
tables" (Hab. ii. 2) ; to disclose that portion of the " sure word of 
prophecy" (2 Pet. i. 19) which was "shut up and sealed till the 
time of the end" (Dan. xii. 4, 9); and prepare a book of reference 
for the convenience of those who, calling no man "father upon 
earth" (Matt, xxiii. 9), wish to act the more noble part in that 
they examine for themselves and " search the scriptures daily as 
to whether those things are so." (Acts xvii. 11.) 

Those who will take the trouble to notice the connection in 
which each reference is found, and so ponder the subject at issue 
as to have an understanding of the matter, will find the Bible 
a new book, — or a new and rich theme issuing from its exhaust- 
less fount on which the soul delights to feast. 

In that " book" which, being " shut up," was handed down to us 
both "closed up and sealed" (Dan. xii. 4, 9), we now read that 
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6 PBEPACE. 

which is truly sablime: for its sacred truths are now unfurled, 
and "THE WISE shall understand." (Dan. xii. 10.) 

Upon the page of this newly-opened book we discover a 
new internal evidence of the divine inspiration of our Bible, — ^a 
clear and positive demonstration of its heavenly origin, which, 
having been concealed under the heavy seal that closed the book of 
Daniel, had never before been seen. But the truth-testing powers 
of astronomy having removed the seal and opened the book, that 
all important question, — "Is the Bible the book of God?" is 
ANSWEBED NOW; or, at least, the author, who was not only a 
deist, but even doubted the existence of a God, can now truly 
say — not that "I believe," but — "I know that my Eedeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.^' 
(Job xix. 25.) 

Ij^ ceasing to be drifted on with the current of popular opinion, 
man would only sujBfer wisdom — the more noble feculty of the 
soul — ^tp speak; would let reason and the weight of evidence 
govern and control the mind, then — as darkness is dispelled by 
the rising sun — infidelity would vanish, and the earth be lighted 
up by those brilliant rays now beaming forth from the sacred 
page of this newly-opened book; the church renouncing the 
doctrine and traditions of men, would put on her celestial robe 
of righteousness, — even that of obedience to Christ; and thus 
mirror forth the loveliness of the gospel plan of salvation. 

Bnt, alas ! the prejudice even of the deist is not so impervious 
to the light of truth, as that of those whose god is the custom of 
the age in which they live, and whose &ith is but an assent to the 
religion of their fathers. But since those newly developed truths, . 
which have not yet appeared to the world, have already been 
instrumental in the salvation of one for whom Christ died, may 
we not be encouraged to raise the light, to send the newly-opened 
book to earth's remotest bound ; for, though none of the wicked 
shall understand, the authorities of heaven declare "THE WISE 
SHALL UNDEESTAND." 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Those who wish to understand the book of Daniel must bear in 
mind the two prominent points as presented in that book : — 
• First. Thf^t it was to be sealed up until the time of the end. 

Second. At the time of the end "the wise shall understand." 

From the first declaration, we learn that, until the time of the 
end, this book cannot be understood. Who can read a letter until 
the seal is broken? If "no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither 
under the earth, was able to open the book" before the seals were 
loosed {Eev. v. 3), we cannot expect to gather information concern- 
ing the vision of Daniel from the writings of those who lived 
before the time of the end. Indeed, what they have written con- 
cerning the matter, has only vaUed in obscurity those rich and 
sublime truths as found in the book of Daniel. For example : 

The Jews commenced the seventy weeks of Daniel (ix. 24) with 
the ruin of the first temple by Nebuchadnezzar, and extended 
them to the destruction of the second by Titus. The "seven 
week%" they say, is forty-nine years, commencing at the going forth 
of the commandment by Cyrus, and reaching to the second year 
of Darius; and by the expression, "anoint the Most Holy," they 
understand that the King of Persia should become great so as to 
build Jerusalem. 

A. 0. McLaughlin extends the seventy weeks to the year a.d. 87, 
which is seventeen years after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Though Daniel informs us that the sixty-nine weeks are to be 
commenced at the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
build Jerusalem (Dan. ix. 25), the learned Bishop Usher commences 
th^n at the twentieth of Artaxerxes. Had Daniel not informed us 
that these things were sealed up and closed until the time of the 
end, we would feel truly astonished at the bishop — ^who has exhibited 
so much learning on other subjects — thus commencing them eighty- 
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8 THE BOOK OP DANIEL OPENED. 

three years after tlie commandment to restore and build Jerusalem 
had gone forth, and many years after Jerusalem had been built 
(Ezra iv. 12), and at a time when there was no commandment 
given to build it, but merely a favor granted Nehemiah (ii. 4), — 
which was the privilege of building the wall that enclosed Jeru- 
salem ; and, so far from Nehemiah having been commanded by the 
king to do this, it seems to have been with fear and trembling that 
he made his desire known. (Neh. ii. 2.) 

Scalinger commences these sixty-nine weeks at the second year 
of Darius Northus. This makes Ezra, who went up in the seventh 
of Artaxerxes, not less than two hundred and eight years old at the 
seventh of the next Artaxerxes : for we are told that he was the 
son of Seraiah (Ezra vii. 1), who was slain at the destruction of 
Jerusalem. (2 Kings xxv. 18.) 

As merely to mention the above views sufficiently exposes their 
absurdity, we will not intrude upon the patience of the reader by 
going into an examination of them. But the most popular opinion, 
or that most generally received, is that of Prideaux, who com- 
mences them at the seventh of Artaxerxes. 

The reader is already aware that the sixty-nine weeks are to be 
commenced "from the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and to build Jerusalem." Now, turn to the seventh chapter of 
Ezra, and you will find that no commandment was given at that 
time to build Jerusalem. By referring to Chap. iv. 12, you will 
see that Jerusalem was buHded by virtue of the commandment given 
by Cyrus ; then turn to Haggai i. 4, and it will be found that the 
Jews were dwelling in " ceiled houses" as early as the second year 
of Darius. But Prideaux admits, both that there was no command- 
ment given in the seventh of Artaxerxes to build Jerusalem, and 
that the commandment which was given by Cyrus was properly the 
literal one to restore and build Jerusalem ; and the only objection 
that either he or any one else has to commencing them with the 
commandment in the first year of Cyrus, is, that according to t)ie 
xjhronology as established by Ptolemy, they will not, if commenced 
there, reach the nativity of Christ. So he is not willingly, but 
unavoidably driven to the necessity of taking the expression "re- 
store and build Jerusalem," in a figurative sense. But all that is 
necessary to rescue this from his hands, and show that it can be 
commenced nowhere else but at the first of Cyrus, is to show that 
it cannot be taken in a figurative sense. To do this, let us first 
call to mind that the Jews were really in possession of a city, 
which they called Jerusalem. This city was literally destroyed 
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INTRODUCTION. 9 

by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Jews carried to Babylon. Jeremiah 
had prophesied that they were to remaiii there, subject to the king, 
seventy years ; at the end of which time they were to return to 
their own land, and build Jerusalem again. 

Near the end of this seventy years, Daniel' was engaged in 
prayer, — ^not only for his people, but also for the literal city of 
Jerusalem, . which was then lying waste (Dan. ix. 16) ; and, while 
thus pouring forth his soul in prayer, he was informed that 
Jerusalem was not only to be built again, but to be destroyed the 
Second time (ix. 27) — ^which all admit to be a literal destruction — 
by Titus. " From the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and to build" this same Jerusalem, Daniel was informed that the 
sixty-nine weeks were to be commenced (ix. 25) ; and, as if to 
make it impossible to be taken in a figurative sense, the angel 
even mentioned the streets, and the wall that surrounds it. (ix. 25.) 
If this can be taken in a figurative sense, we may as well say 
thd^ whole Bible is to be taken thus, and that there is nothing 
literal in it. 

But, for the sake of argument, suppose we depart from the 
universal rule for explaining not only the Bible, but all other 
books ; and admit that, instead of commencing the sixty-nine weeks 
at the going forth of the proper edict to restore and build Jerusa- 
lem, they may be commenced at the building up, or, as Isaac 
Newton has it, from the time they "again became a people after 
their captivity." 

Now, we ask. What constituted them a people ? Was it not the 
ftdl privilege of observing their own laws in their own land ? and, 
if so, did they not properly become a people again when, in the 
seventlf month, in the second year of Gyrus, they commenced 
observing all things according to the law of Moses ? (Ezra iii. 1-7.) 
And if the sixty-nine weeks are to be commenced at the time the 
Jews again became a people, does not reason say they ought to be 
commenced from the first period at which they, after the seventy 
years captivity, again became a people, and was not their restora- 
tion under Cyrus the first and most noted period of their becoming 
a people ? 

There is nothing in the seventh chapter of Ezra that does so 
clearly show that they did then become a people ; but, even if it 
was yet mote clear that they became a people in the seventh year 
of Artaxerxes than in the second of Cyrus, what right have we to 
commence the sixty-nine weeks seventy-nine years after they had 
properly become a people ? Jeremiah informs us that the captivity 
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10 THE BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED. 

was to continue seventy years (Jer. xxix. 10); but if the Jews did 
not become a people till the seventb of Artaxerxes, tben tbe cap- 
tivity continued one bundred and forty-nine years. If the 
angel bad in so many words said, "Tbe sixty-nine weeks are to 
be commenced dt the seventh of Artaxerxes," they could not be 
commenced there so as to make sense : for it is said that they were 
to reach the coming of "the Messiah — ^the Prince," — "which to be 
interpreted is the Christ" (John i. 49) ; and yet, if oonamenced at 
the seventh year of Artaxerxes, they overdioot the date of his ' 
appearance on earth by thirty years. To obviate this difficulty, it 
has been supposed that they ought to reach the time of his bap- 
tism, — making this the time at which the Messiah came, — ^for- 
getting that Paul had said, " When the foUness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman" (Gal. iv. 4), — ^not 
of water. 

For Christ to become the complete and perfect Messiah, so as to 
fiilfill the whole law, it was not only necessary for him to come 
into the world and die; but he must be made under the law. 
What placed him under the law, — his baptism, or his birth ? It 
was also necessary for him to have a corporeal body. (Heb. x. 5.) 
Which gave him this body, — his baptism, or his birth? 

Had the angel informed Daniel that the sixty-nine weeks were 
to reach unto his baptism, we would extend them there. But since 
he says, emphatically, to "the Messiah the Prince," it would be -a 
violation of aU rules for understanding the meaning of authors to 
say they ought to reach thirty years beyond the time of his actual 
coming, — at which time he was declared to be the Saviour, the 
Christ, the Lord. (Luke ii. 11.) The prophets, in speaking of his 
coming, always point to his birth, thus : " Unto us a childns born, 
unto us a son is given." (Isa.ix. 6.) The next period of time, as 
igiven by the angel to Daniel, was the sixty-two weeks, at the end of 
which the Messiah was to be cut oS. By reference to Daniel ix.26., 
dt will be observed that the sixty-two weeks are not* to be com- 
anenced with the sixty-nine, at the going forth of the commandment, 
%ut "after" the completion of the walls. Now, turn to Nehemiah 
wi. 15, and you will find the particular time at which the walls were 
.completed,— from which completion the sixty-two weeks are to 
lye dated ; and this being in the thirty-second year (Neh. xiii. 6) of 
i;he same king in whose seventh year Ezra went* up, it is only 
ijwenty-five years later than the first date. Now, add twenty-five to 
the sixty-two weeks, or four hundred and thirty-four years, and we 
ihave four hundred and fifty-nine then subtract this from th« 
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rixty-nine weeks, or four hundred and eighty-three years, and we 
have twenty-rfour. Thus, it places the date at which the Messiah 
was to be "cut off" twenty-four years before the time of his 
appearing on earth. 

To obviate fins difficnlfy, Prideaux goes back to the twenty-fifth 
verse, fmd takes out the seven weeks which he has already used 
(Hioe, and, as regardless of the testimony both of Nehemiah and 
Josephus, supposes that Ezra and Nehemiah were forty-liine years 
from the seventh of Artaxerxes in reforming the Jewish State. 
Since this would make Ezra at least one hundred and eighty years 
old at that time, he rejects the reading in Ezra vii. 1, where he 
is said to be the son of Seraiah, or at least supposes that it might 
be so construed as to mean only a descendant in the line of 
Seraiah. But, after all this straining of points and contradicting 
of authors, the difficulty is not in the least removed ; for the angel 
did not say that the sixty-two weeks were to be commenced from 
the complete restoration of the Jewish polity : but " after" the com- 
pletion of the walls, which were to be built in troublesome times. 
So, even if history had testified to the fa^ct that Ezra and Nehemiah 
were forty-nine years employed in reforming the Jewish State, we 
would yet, by the express language of the angel to Daniel, be 
restricted to the completion of the walls for the commencement of 
the sixty-two weeks. But suppose the angel had said the sixty- 
two weeks were to be commenced at the end of forty-nine years : 
it would not make sense; for it would cut the Messiah off the 
same day he appeared on earth. To avoid this difficulty, the date 
of his coming is extended to his baptism instead of his birth. 
Even then they cut him off the same day of his baptism, — ^leaving 
no time for his ministry ; and, to obviate this, Prideaux slips down 
to ver. 27, and borrows the onif-week covenant which was to be 
confirmed by the prince, whose people was to come and destroy 
the city. This one week he places at the end of the sixty-two 
weeks ; and then, in spite of the testimony both of the fethers and 
of the chronology as given in the gospel of John, makes the min- 
btry of Christ seven years. Instead of borrowing the seven years 
from the Prince of Eome, and placing it here for the ministry of 
Christ, why not go to the Mosaic law and get the four days in which 
the lamb was to be kept up ^Ex. xii. 6), and place that here, making 
his ministry four years, — ^for it would be much more plausible. 
Prideaux ol3serves thatthe angel did not say that the Messiat was 
to be cut off Ihe very day, but only says that he should be cut off 
aft« sixty-two weeks, which expression he thinks will admit of a 
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time seven years after. Unreasonable as this appears to be, it 
is the only point in his whole scheme that has even the appear^ 
ance of plausibility. Others, observing that the ministry of Christ 
could not have continued as long as seven years, split the one week 
in hal^ making the ministry of Christ three years and a-half ; and 
prove it by the expression, "in the midst of the week the sacrifice 
and oblation shall cease ;" and as this draws the sixty-two weeks 
within three years and a-half of the time of the cutting ofiF of the 
Messiah, it appears more plausible than for them to fall short by 
seven years. But what is the meaning of the words "sacrifice and 
oblation?" — the death of a person, or the sacrifice of the Jews 
under the Mosaic dispensation? And will any one familiar with 
the history of the Jews, pretend to say that their sacrifices and 
oblations ceased before the commencement of the seven-years war> 
in which the city was destroyed ? 

But it is urged that the Jewish sacrifices typified Christ, and that 
in this sense they ceased at his death. This would appear plausi* 
ble but for the fact that Daniel does not say so. He says nothing 
about the Jewish types and shadows reaching their antitype, but 
emphatically " the sacrifice and oblation shall cease." Neither is 
the one-week covenant placed at the time of the cutting off of the 
Messiah, but down at the time of the war in ver. 27. 

In order to settle this question, if the reader will examine ver. 26, 
he will observe that the particular personage who was to cause the 
sacrifice and oblation to cease, was the prince whose people should 
come and destroy the city, — ^which was the prince of Eome, or 
antichrist, for it was the Eomans that did destroy this city: and 
that this prince did cause the sacrifice to cease, history declares to 
be a matter of fact. (See Josephus.) 

The definitive adjective "the" shows that Daniel already knew that 
this prince was to come. Had he not been before informed of this, 
instead of the angel's using the article *' the," he ought to have 
said, a prince that shall come : and by reference to Chap. viii. we 
learn what prince it was of whose coming Daniel had before been 
informed. In this chapter we observe that three different king- 
doms were to exercise power over the Jews : 1, Persia j 2, Greece; 
but since God in his wisdom thought proper to seal up the book 
of Daniel until the time of the end, the name of .the third is not 
given. Therefore the angel, in explaining to Daniel who it was 
that should destroy the city, and cause the sacrifice and oblation to 
cease, called him by no other name than "the prince that shall come." 

The expression " the covenant," supposes a particxdar covenant 
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already existing; and that particular covenant made witli the Jews 
through the mediation of Moses was this ; — a blessing if they obeyed 
the commandment of the Lord their God: but a curse if Hiey 
did not obey. (Deut. xi. 26.) The blessing was proclaimed upon 
Mount Gterizim, and the curse upon Mount Ebal. (Deut. xi, 29.) 
This covenant being signed and sealed by God, who cannot lie, on 
the one part (Ezek. xvi. 8), and aU of the Jewish nation on the 
other (Deut. xxvii. 26), the God of heaven, through virtue of 
this covenajit, was as solemnly and firmly bound to pour out a 
curse upon them if they did not obey, as he was to bestow a 
blessing if they did obey. So all that is necessary to decide the 
question as to what this covenant was, — whether the threatened 
curse, or the promised blessing, — ^is to ascertain the fiict as to 
whether they did obey. As the man Gabriel tells us that only 
seventy weeks were allotted them for their existence as a people, 
the natural inference is that they had transgressed. But, says 
Daniel, they had transgressed ; " yea, all Israel have transgressed," 
(Daniel ix. 11.) This settles the question. And now observe, 
that while God is bound, by virtue of this covenant, either to 
bestow on them a blessing, or pour out upon them a curse, — ^he 
swears, in his wrath, they shall not enter into his rest. (Heb. iii. 11.) 
So it is now clear, that by the expression, " confirm the covenant," 
we are here to understand the outpouring of a curse, and not a 
blessing; and this is the way that Daniel understood it, for he 
says, in ver. 11, " Therefore the curse is poured out upon us, and 
the oath that is written in the law of Moses, the servai^t of God, 
because we have sinned against him." And in ver. 12 he uses 
almost the same words that the angel does in ver. 27. Let us com- 
pare them. Daniel: "And he hath confirmed his words." Angel: 
"And he" (antichrist) "shall confirm the covenant." 

As the King of Babylon was the minister of God in " confirming 
his word" at the time to which Daniel had reference, so at the time 
to which the man Gabriel had reference the prince of Eome was 
" the minister of God, a revenger, to execute wrath upon" those 
who had broken the holy covenant, (Eom, xiii, 4.) So the word 
of God, which he spoke through Moses, saying, " I will bring a 
sword upon you that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant," 
''and will punish you yet seven times for your sins" (Levit. xxvi. 
24, 25), was accomplished during the seven years' war at Jerusalem. 

If it yet be urged that Christ was to confirm this covenant, we ask, 
in the name of all that is reasonable, First j What covenant did ha 
confirm ? Second, How coxdd he confirm any covenant seven years, 
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if, as our divines tell us, lie was cut off in the midst of tlie week? 
It could not have been the Mosaic ; for those who contend that the 
Messiah confirmed this covenant, say that ending at his death is 
what we are to tinderstand by the expression, '' the sacrifice and 
oblation" should cease. Surely, it could not have been the new 
covenant of the gospel dispensation, if that did not commence 
until the Day of Pentecost ; for this was fifty days after the cruci- 
fixion and eight days after Christ had left the World. 

That the new covenant of the gospel dispensation did not com- 
mence until the Day of Pentecost, observe that the law was to go 
forth firom Zion or Jerusalem (Isa.ii.3), while the ministry of 
Christ commenced in Galilee. (Acts x. 37.) The blessing of the 
new covenant was this : " I will put my laws in their minds, and 
write them in their hearts." (Heb. viii. 10.) " Not by might nor 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts ;" and yet the 
Holy Spirit was not poured out until the Day of Pentecost. 
(John xvi. 7.) So if, as we are told, Christ was cut off in the midst 
of the week, we are not only compelled to blend two covenants 
into one to make out the ftdl week, but have to leave one half of it 
to be confirmed either by the apostles or some one else. It is. 
generally believed by our divines that the apostles accomplished 
the confirmation of the latter half; but as all admit that their 
ministry continued over three years and a half, we are unable to 
see how they can make any sense of it. 

Some split the week in half, and say that Christ only confirmed 
one-half of it, and that the other half was confirmed by the 
Eomans, at the destruction of Jerusalem forty years after. Ac- 
cording to this view of it, one-half of it was to be a covenant of 
grace, confirmed by the Son of God ; and the other half a covenant 
of wrath, poured out upon the Jews : and these two halves put 
together make up what Daniel calls, THE covenant which the 
prince was to confirm. 

If this be the right construction of it, we will no more blame those 
who say that prophecy is unintelligible until fulfilled ; for we are 
sure we never would have thought of this idea until afiier it was 
proven by history to be what the prophet meant. But of all the 
gross absurdities ever written on this subject, that of Dr. Hales 
tikes the lead. He, commencing the sixty-nine weeks in the year 
B.C. 420, ends them at the time the Eoman army entered Jerusalem, 
in the year a.d. 65, — as if by the expressions " Messiah, the Prince," 
"the man Gabriel" meant the Eoman army. And yet he admits 
that where the same heavenly messenger did, at the same time, in 
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the twenty-fourtli verse of the same chapter, use the same expres- 
sion, he means the Christ. And reckoning the sixty-two weeks 
from the same epoch, he ends them in the year a.d. 14, which wants 
seventeen years to reach the year A.D.31, at which time he says the 
Messiah was cut off. Dr. Clarke has displayed more wisdom 
in a few words on this subject than any other writer we have 
examined. He says: ''The reason why these prophecies are at 
present so imperfectly understood, is that God has sealed them up : 
we must wait till the time of the end." (See on Dan. xii. 9, 10.) 

The fact that our learned divines — ^who, possessing gigantic 
minds, have displayed so much wisdom and learning on other 
subjects-^fall into such gross absurdities whenever they meddle 
with the book of Daniel, is an additional evidence to us of the 
truthfulness of our religion : for it confirms and establishes the 
fact that the book of Daniel was a sealed book. But it is supposed 
to be "perfect foolishness" to say a book was sealed up which the 
Church has been reading for more than two thousand years. To 
this we reply : " God has chosen the foolish things of this world to 
confound the wise." (1 Cor.i. 27.) 

We will now examine the second proposition, which is this . 
At the time of the end this book is to be understood. In Daniel 
X. 14, it is expressly said, " I am come to make thee understand 
what shall befall thy people in the latter days : for yet the vision 
is for many days." What language do we want more expressive 
than this? Now turn to Daniel xii. 4, and, after observing that 
these things were to be sealed up until the time of the end, ask 
yourselves,— K these things be not understood when that time shall 
have arrived, how can this portion at least of the book of Daniel 
ever be of any worth? And yet you dare not say that any 
portion of God's word has been given in vain. We will now read 
vers. 8, 9, 10: "And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 
O my Lord, what shall be the end of these j;hings ? And he said, 
Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. . Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried ; but the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the wicked 
ehaU understand ; but the wise shall understand." Therefore, 
aU that remains to decide whether .this book can how be under- 
stood, is to settle the point as to whether the time of the end has 
yet come; and, to do so, it now becomes necessary to examine the 
signs of the times. If we are not living in the time of the end, it 
is useless to meddle with the book of Daniel ; for, as sure as it is 
the book of God, it cannot be understood " until the time of the end," 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

We are told tliat there should be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth. (Luke xxi. 26.) Here we are most clearly informed, 
not only that there should be ^gns, but that they should be such as 
to cause fear in the hearts of the people. We are also taught by 
the oracles of God to believe that they will be so clear a demonstra- 
tion of the immediate coming and kingdom of Christ, that we can 
know his coming is at hand just as we know that summer is nigh 
when the trees begin to put forth leaves. (Luke xxi. 30; Mark 
xiii. 28 ; Matt. xxiv. 82.) We are not only taught to believe that 
we can know it, but we are as positively commanded to know 
it as we are to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (See 
Matt. xxiv. 83; Mark xiii. 29; Luke xxi. 28, 31.) And why should 
this not be a commandment, — since the evidence of his second 
coming is given in the same way in which the evidence of his 
being the Son of God is received? And since one of God's 
holy prophets has declared that the wise shall understand, is it 
not as much to the glory of God that his people understand as to 
believe on his Son, — ^for not only the word of his prophet, but that 
of his Son (Matt. v. 18) also, must fall if we do not understand ? 

As the promise of the remission of sins is only to those who 
believe Jesus to be the Son of God, so it is only unto ''them who 
look for him" that he has promised to " appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation." (Heb.ix. 28.) As it is said he has 
become the author of eternal salvation to those who obey him, so 
it is said there is a crown of righteousness laid up for all those who 
" LOVE HIS APPEARING." (2 Tim. iv. 8.) And if religion be faith, 
hope, and love, how is it possible for us to be Christians, and yet 
love not his appearing. 

It is frequently and sneeringly remarked, by both the so-called 
saint and sinner, that we can know nothing about the time ; and 
they say this with as much confidence and assured "safety" (1 Thess. 
V.3) as if our not knowing the time satisfied them that Christ can 
never come. 
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It is true, "none of the wicked shall understand;" but it is 
equally true 'the wise shall understand." (Dan.xii. 10.) 

It is true our Lord said to his disciples, " It is not for you to 
know ;" for at that time the vision of Daniel was " closed up and 
sealed ;" but it is equally true that he promised, saying, " Ye shall 
receive power afker that the Holy Spirit is come upon you" (Acts 
i.8); for at the time of the end the ''wise shall understand." 

It is true " that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night ;" but it is equally true that ''ye brethren are not in darkness 
that that day should overtake you- as a thief" (1 Thess. v. 3, 4) ; for 
his coming as a thief is only on the condition that we do not watch. 
(Eev.iii.3.) 

It is true that while the book .of Daniel was " closed up and 
sealed," our Lord could say imto his disciples, " of that day and 
hour knoweth no man ;" but it is equally true that he did posi- 
tively command them to know, after the necessary signs shall have 
appeared. (Matt. xxiv. 33.) 

It is nowhere said in the Bible that we are to know nothing 
as to the time of the coming of Christ. But in the expression, 
'' As ye see the day approaching" (Heb. x. 25), we are taught that 
we are to know. 

Those who "have taken away the key of knowledge" (Luke xi. 52), 
having taught the millenial interval of a thousand years before the 
coming of Christ, make it true to the letter, — " In such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man cometh;" for through the newly- 
opened book we now discover that his coming will he at a time we 
thought not. 

If those who boast of the Lord's coming "as a thief in the 
night," would only take the trouble to notice who it is to whom 
Christ will "come as a thief" (Eev.iii. 3), — "and in a day when he 
looketh not for him" (Luke xii. 46 ; Matt. xxiv. 50 ; Mark xiii. 36), 
— surely they will glory no more in the idea of knowing nothing 
about it. " When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway 
ye say there cometh a shower : and so it is. And when ye see the 
south wind blow, ye say, There wiU be heat : and it cometh to pass. 
Ye hypocrites ! ye can discern the face of the sky and the earth ; 
but how is it that ye do not discern this time ?" (Luke xii. 54-56.) 
''A wise man's heart discemeth both time and judgment" (Eccl. 
viii. 5) : therefore though " none of the wicked shall understand," 
yet, as true as the Bible is the book of God, " the wise shall 
understand'^ (Dan. xii. 10) : for though they have slumbered and 
slept, they shall trim their lamps. (Matt. xxv. 7; Ps. exix. 105.). 
2 
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They shall run to and fro over the word of God, and knowledge 
shall be increased. (Dan. xii.4.) For "they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles ; they shall run and not be weary ; they shall walk and 
not faint." (Isa. xl. 81.) For their path is as the burning "light 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." (Prov. iv. 18.) 
Therefore Paul could safely say, "But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief." (1 Thess. 
V.4.) 

In Matthew xxiv. we are told that after our Saviour had been 
speaking of the ruin of the temple, his disciples inquired of him, 
saying, " Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what shall be 
the signs of thy coming, and of the end of the world ?" 

To understand this chapter the reader must observe that it is an 
unbroken chain of history, commencing from the time at which 
the apostles proposed these questions, and continuing to the second 
coming of Christ " in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory." 

This most sublime history gives its own dates as it passes on 
through coming time. Verses 4 to 20 reach from the time these 
words were delivered, in the year A.D. 30, to the commencement of 
the war at Jerusalem, or the year A.D. 65 ; and from ver. 21 to 28, 
we have the history from the commencement of this war at 
Jerusalem to about the year 1780. The whole history of this 
period is given in a few words, — it should be a time of "great 
tribulation :" and those who have read the record, know it to be 
true. Modern historians cover the same time with about the 
same number of words : they call it the " Dark Age." From ver. 
24, the history is continued from the year 1780 to the coming of 
Christ "in the clouds of heaven." 

There is one apparent difficulty in this chapter, which is this : 
some tell us that by the expression ' end," in ver. 14, we are to 
understand " end of the world." If so,- then there is a mysterj'- in 
this chapter which no man can unravel. 

But how they can make this appear is by no means clear; 
for the first clause of ver. 15 — which reads thus, "When ye 
therefore shall see" — shows conclusively that the end there 
spoken of was something which was to be brought about by 
the Eoman army. (Compare Matt. xxiv. 15 with Luke xxi. 20 and 
Dan, ix. 26, 27.) They are disposed to think this means the end 
of the world, because the end spoken of here was something which 
was to follow the preaching of the gospel : while it is generally 
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admitted that the gospel had not been preached in all the world aa 
early as the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

But by the expression, "all the world," I imderstand our Lord 
to mean all the JewiA world (Acts ii. 5) ; for the adjective ''this" 
restricts his allusion to that particular gospel which he and his 
apostles were at that time preaching — not to the Gentile world, 
but — "unto the lost sheep of Israel." (Matt, xv.24.) This, at least, 
is what the apostles understood him to mean : for he had forbidden 
their preaching to the Gentile world (Matt. x. 5); and it was about 
seven years after this time before they knew that the gospel was 
to be preached to any "but Jews only." (Acts xi. 18, 19.) If we 
are willing to understand him as the apostles did, then all is 
plain; for, a short time before the destruction of Jerusalem, Paul 
informed the Colossians that the gospel had then been preached 
"in all the world." (Col.i. 6, 23.) 

We are now brought to consider whether the signs have yet 
appeared, — which we shall do briefly. 

The* first question asked by the apostles was, "When shall these 
things be?" — ^that is, When shall Jerusalem be destroyed? 

First. When the "gospel" shall have been "preached in all the 
world." (Ver.l4.) 

. Second. "When ye see Jerusalem compassed with armies." (Luke 
xxi. 20.) 

" And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world?" 

First. " The sun shall be darkened." 

Second. " The moon shall not give her light." 

Third. "The stars shall fall." 

And now, as the fiijst Christians knew that the destruction of 
Jerusalem was at hand when the designated signs appeared, so we 
are taught to know that the second coming of Christ is at hand, 
when the signs, as here given, shall appear. 

Then ought we not to keep out a watch, that these signs may 
not pass unobserved, — and Christ coming suddenly find us asleep? 
(Mark xiii. 86.) Let us open our eyes and see if these signs of 
the coming of our Lord have yet appeared. For our not knowing 
the time is never given as an excuse for indulging in idle repose, 
but is always urged as a reason why we should watch. (Matt, 
xxi V. 42.) We wiU first inquire whether the sun has yet been 
darkened : and as the exact date at which it was to be darkened 
is also given, it will be necessary first to find the date before we 
-jan learn whether this sign has appeared. According to out 
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Saviour, it was to happen immediately after the tribulation of 
those days (Matt. xxiv. 29) ; and by reference to ver. 21, we learn 
that the tribulation here spoken of commenced with the war at 
Jerusalem; and by its commencing with the Jews, we learn that 
it is a tribulation which was to befall them : so that it only remains 
now to find the particular time at which this tribulation ended, 
to ascertain the date of the darkening of the sun ; and to do this, 
we must trace the history of the Jews from that time until we find 
the end of the tribulation. 

We now approach a crisis in their history which is truly 
painful to contemplate, — that over which our Saviour wept: "0 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not !" Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. (MaU. xxiii. 37-39.) 

In view of the dark cloud of horror which hung over that city, 
he admonished his little flock to flee to the mountains (Luke xxi. 
21): "for," says he, "there shall be great distress in the land, and 
wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations : and Jeru- 
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 23, 24.) "For these be the 
days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be ful- 
filled." (Luke xx. 22.) 

Fleetwood, in his "History of the Jews," thus speaks of their 
"tribulation": — "When Titus accomplished the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the political existence of the Jewish nation was anni- 
hilated. We now see the Temple smouldering in ruins, and the 
iigh-priesthood buried under its rubbish. Those who did not 
perish during that war, were made captives, and were dispersed to 
the four winds of Heaven. And now, to give a narrative of the 
Jews, we must follow them, despised, persecuted,- and forsaken as 
they were, into almost every part of the world ; and collect from 
the histories of the nations, the broken and scattered details of 
their eventful* history. During the five years which Adrian spent 
In avenging the Eomans, we are informed that five hundred and 
eighty thousand Jews were butchered. Now indeed they were 
nearly exterminated. They seemed to have reached the very 
extremes of degradation, suffering, and wretchedness." 
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''This," says Edward Eobinson, "was the final war and catas- 
trophe of the Jewish nation. It was a catastrophe far more ter- 
rible than that of the destruction of Jerusalem, though the latter, 
in consequence of the vivid description of it by Josephus, has 
come to be usually considered as the last act in this great tragedy. 
Such; however, it was not." 

This proves that the time of trouble, such as never should be 
again, is not to be restricted to the narrow limits of the war at 
Jerusalem. (Matt. xxiv. 21.) 

Tertullian, during the reign of Severus, thus describes them. 
" Dispersed and vagabond, exiled from their native soil and air, 
they wander over the face of the earth, without a king, either 
human or divine : and even as straDgers they are not permitted 
with their footsteps to salute their native land." 

Fleetwood says : — " For many centuries the Jews beheld in the 
Church of Eome their worst and most cruel tormentors. The 
Greek general, Belisarius, put to death every Jew, male and female, 
that he could find. During the reign of Justinian many Jews 
were murdered, and their property confiscated. 

" It is truly sickening to think of the misery the Jews suffered 
from the Crusaders. Men were seen murdering their own children, 
to keep them from falling into the hands of their enemies! Women 
would bind their children fast to their own bodies and plunge into 
a watery grave, to escape a more cruel end. This dreadful carnage 
spread to all the cities on the Maine and Danube. The blood of the 
Jews marked the footsteps of the Crusaders wherever they went. 

"On the 14th of February, a. D. 1198, the Jews were in their 
synagogues at Paris. Suddenly they were surrounded by the 
troops. Their property was confiscated. They, their wives, and 
children, destitute of clothes, provisions, or means to travel, were 
all compelled to depart the kingdom." In the twelfth century, 
persecution raged in England. " When Richard went off to the 
Crusade the people rose and murdered multitudes of Jews. The 
intention was to murder every one in the kingdom. About fifteen 
hundred of them retired to York, and tried to defend themselves ; 
but were overpowered. They first offered to ransom their lives 
with money : but there was no mercy in the relentless mob. They 
then deliberately killed their wives and children ; and retiring to 
the palace, they fired it, and thus became their own executioners, 
as their brethren at Either had done, under the persecution' of 
Adrian, more than one thousand years before. 

"During the year in which Spain was enriched with the dis- 
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covery and possession of a new world, a.d. 1492, the Inquisition 
was committing tlie most dreadful outrages upon the Jews. 'In- 
cidents, which make the blood run cold, are related of the miseries 
which they suffered.' The number of Jewish inhabitants in Spain 
at this time is estimated at from three hundred thousand to eight 
hundred thousand. An edict appeared in this year, commanding 
all unbaptized Jews to quit the realm in four months. They now 
scattered in various directions. Many perished on the ocean. 
Multitudes perished with famine. They at first encamped on 
the sandy plains; for they could not obtain admission into Fez. 
Here they lived for a while on the few roots they could find 
'Happy,' says a Jewish writer, 'would they have been, if grass 
had been plentiful.' In this dreadful state of suffering, some killed 
their children to put them out of their misery ; and others sold 
them into captivity for bread. One party of the Jews who were 
thus driven out of Spain, were barbarously set on shore on the 
coast of Africa, naked and destitute. The first who went up to 
view the country, were devoured by wild beasts, which came 
howling furiously upon them. Multitudes also were eaten by the 
wild beasts in Africa. (Compare all this with what had been threat- 
ened in the days of Moses. Deut. xxxii. 2-4.) This century saw 
them barbarously used in Naples, Venice, and PortugaL In very 
many instances, mothers were seen throwing their children into 
wells and rivers, to keep them out of the hands of their merciless 
oppressors. Many were sent off to the unwholesome climate of 
St. Thomas as slaves. The Dominicans were extremely severe 
upon them. On one occasion, in Lisbon, these men came into the 
streets with crucifixes in their hands, exclaiming, 'Eevenge! re- 
venge! Down with the heretics! Eoot them out! Exterminate them!' 
It is said that they even offered as a reward to every one that would 
• kill a Jew, that his soul should remain but one hundred days in 
purgatory. The kings of Europe having driven them out of their 
kingdoms by force or cruelty, they generally bent their course 
towards the east and north. * 

"From 1663 to 1666, the murder of the Jews in Persia became 
general. Some made their escape to Turkey. 

" Up to the commencement of the eighteenth century the 

WORLD SCARCELY AFFORDED THEM A REFUGE. For seventeen CCU- 

turies every man's hand seemed against them. Like the bush 
which Moses saw, surrounded with flames, but not consumed, — 
afflicted, persecuted, despised, and villified in every land, they fled 
from place to place. A general gloom overspread their affairs, 
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with only here and there a gleam of light that served not to guide 
their footsteps, but to bewilder them in the way. 

" Though we have but little to say about the Jews during the 
eighteenth century, yet that little, we hope, will be more agreeable 
to our readers than the foregoing details of murder and robbery. 
The condition of the Jews began everywhere to improve. 
During the reign of Queen Anne, the Jews began to be viewed as 
HUMAN BEINGS in England ; and an act was passed to facilitate 
.conversions from Judaism. In A.D. 1753, a bill was passed in the 
time of George II. for the naturalization of the Jews." 

We have now traced the sons of Abraham through the appointed 
time of their tribulation. And as a dark and doleful night giving 
place to the morning light, we see this once-despised and suffering- 
people now considered as human beings and elevated at least 
TO AN EQUALITY WITH MANKIND. "The bill as passed in A.D. 
1753 for the naturalization of the Jews seems to have been the 

FIRST step towards THE AMELIORATION OF THEIR WRETCHED 

CONDITION. The people, however, were not yet enlightened enough 
to support such a measure. The mayor and citizens of London 
were very clamorous against it. The bill had to be rescinded. 
A respectable minister of the gospel, named Tucker, was abused 
by the populace for having written a defence of the measure." 

"In the year 1780, the imperial avant-courier of the Ee volution, 
Joseph II., ascended the throne. Among the first measures of 
this restless and universal reformer was a measure for the ame- 
lioration .of the condition of the Jews. He published his edict 
of toleration, by which he opened to the Jews the schools and the 
universities of the empire, and gave them the privilege of taking 
degrees as doctors in philosophy, medicine, and civil law. It 
enforced upon them the wise preliminary measures of establishing 
primary schools for their youth. It threw open the circle of 
trade to their speculations. In 1790 the Jews were recognized as 
free citizens of the great republic." — Rev.H. H, MillmarHs History 
^f the, Jews, 

"The Emperor Napoleon convened an assembly of them in 
Paris, May 30, 1806, that he might learn their principles ; and the 
next year the grand Sanhedrim (composed, according to the 
ancient custom, of seventy members) convened for the establish- 
ment of a civil and religious polity. A synagogue and a con- 
sistory were established in every department." 

Thus, it appears that as early as 1807 this people were again 
granted the privilege of worshiping God according to the dictates 
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of their conscience. The time of the tribulation had not reached 
its end as early as 1753, and it had ceased before the year 1808. 
It would therefore appear that the time of the darkening of the 
sun cannot be earlier than 1753, nor later than 1808. 

Let us now inquire whether the sun was darkened at any time 
between the years 1753 and 1808. "It has. ... I refer to the dark 
day of A.D. 1780, May 19. That was a day of supernatural dark- 
ness. It was not an eclipse of the sun, for the moon was nearly 
at the full ; it was not c wing to a thickness of the atmosphere, for 
the stars were seen. The darkness began about 9 A.M. and con- 
tinued through the day. Such was the darkness that work was 
suspended in the field and shop; beasts and fowls retired to 
their rest, and houses were illuminated at dinner-time. . . . The 
sun was supernaturally darkened from morning till night, — in 
some places it being cloudy and the sun entirely invisible, and in 
others being visible, but having the same appearance as when 
totally eclipsed : and the stars being visible. I have both these 
accounts from many living witnesses in different parts of the 
country. It being cloudy in the north and clear in the southern 
part of New England." — LitcKs Prophetic Expositor, 

"We have no evidence," says the objector, "that this was a 
universal darkness, shrouding the whole globe in the blackness 
of night; and, even if it had been, we have seen other dark days." 

In answer to this we ask. Who said this was to be a universal 
darkness, or that it was to be the only dark day that the world 
should ever witness ? Shall we first imagine what ought to be, 
and then resolve that if the prophecy does not accord with our 
supposition we will not credit it ? Who has given us authority 
to prescribe for God what he ought to do ? Surely, it is enough 
for us to behold, with wonder and reverence, his word literally 
fulfilled. 

It is the precise date at which the sun was to be darkened that 
proves this to be the one our Saviour meant. Had the sun been 
darkened twenty -five years earlier, it could not have answered ;• 
for the tribulation had not then reached its end. Neither would 
it verify his prediction were it to become to-day as black as the 
darkest night ; for the tribulation has long since ended, and he 
declares that it was to be immediately after the tribulation. 

It appears to be morally impossible to reconcile the three evan 
gelists, except by placing the darkening of the sun at about the 
year 1780. According to Luke, the Jews were to "fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations j 
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and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be ftdfiUed." (Luke xxi. 24.) Now, there is 
nothing in Luke which forbids placing the darkening of the sun 
at the end of the time of the Gentiles. The parallel passage in 
Mark, however, shows that it cannot be as low as the time of the 
Gentiles, but must be looked for within "those days after the trib 
ulation." (Mark xiii. 24.) The only limit to which we are re 
stricted by Mark is, that it must.be found between these two 
points, — ^that is, between the end of the tribulation and the end of 
the times of the Gentiles ; but according to Matthew, we can look 
for it nowhere else but "immediately after the tribulation of those 
days." (Matt. xxiy. 29.) Were it not for Mark, and the expression in 
Matthew, the tribulation of "those days shall be shortened'* 
(that is, shorter than the times of the Gentiles), we could evade 
the precise time to which Matthew confines us by making the 
expression, "tribulation," cover the whole of Luke's "times of 
the Gentiles." But Mark draws us back to some period within 
those days; and, as soon as we are within those limits, Matthew 
restricts us to the period immediately "after the tribulation of those 
days. Therefore, the only possible way to avoid placing the dark- 
ening of the sun at about the year 1780, is to show that the tribu- 
lation of the Jews has not yet ended. 

How that can be done, we cannot see; for, so-far from the Jews 
being despised at the present day, no people can claim a larger 
share in the sympathies of the world, than these wandering sons 
of Abraham. If their time of trouble has not yet terminated, why 
is it that so much sympathy is now manifested for them, when a 
few years ago they were despised and trodden upon by all nations, 
as if they were inferior to brutes. 

"When the present condition of the Jews is compared with their 
past, we are compelled to place the darkening of the sun at about 
the year A. D. 1780. 

Some writers affirm that the darkening of the sun is to occur at 
the time of the second coming of Christ ; but Joel, with Matthew 
arid Mark, places it " Before the great and the terrible day of the 
Lord's coming" (Joel ii. 31) ; and so far from our Lord's placing 
it after the time of his coming, he mentions it as oiie of those 
signs by which we may know his coming "is near even at the 
doors." 

The next sign is that the moon should not give* her light. As 
the precise date at which this was to happen is not given, we cannot 
be so certain that we have the right time, or the exact darkness to 
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which our Saviour alluded ; but we fiud a darkness of the moon 
in the same year, which clearly answers to his prediction. 

"At the time of the dark day, May 19, 1780, there was a full 
moon, or neaTly so (the moon fulled the 18th), yet the night was as 
dark as Egyptian darkness: 'the moon did not give her light.' 
The darkness of the following evening was probably as gross as 
has ever been observed since the Almighty gave birth to light. I 
could not help conceiving at the time that if every luminous body 
in the universe had been shrouded in impenetrable darkness, or 
struck out of existence, the darkness could not have been more 
complete. A sheet of white paper held within a few inches of the 
eyes was equally invisible with the blackest velvet." — LUcKs 
Extracts from Rev, Tenny. 

The third sign was that "the stars shall fall from heaven." 
Having seen this literally fulfilled, the author is not dependent on 
another for testimony. Never shall I forget the morning of No- 
vember 13, 1833, when, but a boy, I went and told my grand- 
mother that all the stars were falling. The scene was both awfiil 
and sublime. The heavens were literally filled with briUiant 
falling bodies which so much resembled those planets which we 
are wont to call stars, that many persons believed the stars were 
really falling. 

Professor Olmstead, in his work on Falling Stars, speaks of this 
phenomenon as follows: — "Those who were so fortunate as to 
witness the exhibition of shooting stars on the morning of No- 
vember 13, 1833, probably saw the gi'eatest display of celestial 
fireworks that has ever been seen since the creation of the world, 
or at least within the annals covered by the pages of history." 

We now ask the reader to consider whether this be not a ful- 
fillment of our Saviour's prediction. If it is not, in what way 
can it ever be fulfilled ? Are we to expect the great planets to 
fall ? The stars were to fall to the earth " as a fig-tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind" (Eev. vi. 13), 
which those planets, being larger than our world, could not do, — 
for more than one could not strike the earth. Surely, that could 
be no sign to us of the immediate coming of Christ ; for no one 
would be left alive to know by this sign that his coming was 
"near, even at the very doors." We are therefore compelled either 
to admit that this did answer to our Saviour's prediction, or that 
it never can be fulfilled. 

That these falling meteors were called stars, at that day, Dr. 
Clark shows in his essay on Matthew xxiv. 29: the bodies 
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we designate as stars, are called worlds by Paul in Hebrew 
xi. 3. 

Truth has nothing to fear from investigation. The more we 
reflect upon this subject, the more are we convinced that these 
are the signs which our Saviour has given that we may know his 
coining is near. Hence we are commanded, saying, " Now learn a 
parable of the fig-tree ; when his branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh : so likewise ye, when 
ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 
Verily, I say unto you, This generation shall not pa^s, till all tJiese 
things hefulfilledr Now, notice what follows : "Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away^ 

As the " generation" here mentioned is connected with the pre- 
ceding verse, and evidently intended to limit the expression, 
"even at the doors," it cannot mean the generation living at 
that time, — as some try to construe it, — for this would break the 
connection, and no longer show how near his coming is at the 
door when these signs appear: but merely show how near it 
was from the time at which he delivered these words, — thus making 
the signs of no worth. Others, observing the absurdity of sup- 
posing that he meant the generation then living, conclude that he 
lEieant the Jewish nation. This, however, is a very lame conclu- 
sion, and is yet more absurd than the former; for, our Saviour 
was directing the attention of his disciples to the signs which were 
to precede his coming, and not to any thing concerning the Jewish 
nation. Hence he could not, consistently with the laws of language, 
have used the word "this," if he had meant the Jewish nation: 
and, while it is evident that he used these words, in order to show 
how near to the doors his coming is when these signs appear, this 
would give no limit at all: it were as well had he said nothing. The 
only construction, therefore, that can be made in connection with 
the preceding verse, and in harmony with the general scope of the 
whole chapter, is to suppose that he meant the generation in which 
these signs are seen. 

The first sign was the darkening of the sun, in 1780 ; conse- 
quently, the generation spoken of by our Saviour must be com- 
menced there. As a generation is equivalent to one hundred years 
(compare Gen. 15, 16, with ver. 13), this generation wiU end in 1880: 
therefore we may expect the coming of Christ in the clouds of 
heaven somewhere within this limit, — that is between the years 
1780 a^d 1880. 

Having thus discovered that we are indeed living in the time of 
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the end, we may now proceed to examine the book of DanieL 
"For at the time of the end, shall he t?ie vision,''^ (Dan. viii. 18.) 
This is the time the seal shall be loosed. At the end of 1290 days 
from the setting up of the abomination that maketh desolate, the 
wise are to understand. (Dan. xii. 10, 11.) This abomination 
which has made the Church so desolate was set up in a.d. 533 ; and 
since the year 1823, we have been living in the time of the end. 
In that very year (a.d. 1823) the watchmen on the walls of Zion 
commenced proclaiming the coming of Christ, the midnight cry 
was made, and the wise virgins commenced trimming their lamps. 
(Matt. XXV. 6.) 

It was not until after the seventh trump began to sound, that 
the little book was eaten : which beginning to sound, we understand 
to be the same thing with the " midnight cry," — not " sounded," but 
"begin to sound." The difference between "sounded" and "begin 
to sound" (Rev. xi. 15 and x. 7) is an important one. When the 
seventh angel " shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be 
finished." What mystery? That which "he hath declared to his 
servants the prophets." (See Dan. xii. 4-10; Hab.ii.2, and 2 Pet. 
i. 19.) Observe, that at the time the midnight cry was made, the 
"little book had not been read, — it was merely open; for those 
who ate the little book or read it, must prophesy again before 
''many people and nations and tongues" after the beginning to 
sound of the seventh trumpet; but when it had sounded, then it 
was said the "kingdoms of this world, are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ." 

We may pause here to ask the considerate and reflecting reader 
if the movement of 1843 was not the beginning to sound of the 
seventh trumpet, or at least the midnight cry ? Can any one im- 
agine how the words of our Saviour can have a more perfect ful- 
fillment than they had at that time. 

We should remember that, after the midnight cry is made, there 
must yet be time enough for the virgins to trim their lamps before 
the bridegroom arrives (Matt. xxv. 7) ; which trimming of lamps 
must signify the searching of the Scriptures (Psalms cxix. 106) ; 
and eating of the little book must mean to understand the same^ 
(Jer. XV. 16 ; Ezek. iii. 1.) 
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CHRONOLOGY EXAMINED. 

The chronology of our world, as far back as the time of the 
Peloponnesian War, is a settled period of time. Those who have 
examined the matter with the light of astronomy, are willing to 
admit that this portion of chronology is settled to absolute cer- 
tainty ; but after passing this point, — that is, the year B. C. 431, 
— there is much darkness and uncertainty. The chronological 
dates given in the margin of our Bible are according to the 
chronology of Bishop Usher; and with the exception of placing 
ttie crucifixion in A. D. 33, instead of A. D. 30, those after 
the beginning of the Christian era are very near the truth. But 
after we pass the Christian era, the date which places the birth 
of Christ in B. C. 5 is the only one that has the appearance of 
being correct. 

For example, he places " the first year of Cyrus, king of Per- 
sia," at which time the Jews were restored back to their land, in 
B. C. 536. But Daniel was informed that " from the going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto the 
Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks and threescore and 
two weeks " (Dan. ix. 25), and if against B. C. 5, we place 483 
years, they give B. C. 488, or 48 years short of what Usher has 
it. 

For the time Cyrus overthrew Babylon Usher gives B. C. 539. 
But says Clemens Alexandrinus, " Babylon was destroyed 186 
years before the death of Alexander," who died B. C. 305 ; to 
which add 186, and we have B. C. 491, which is again 48 years 
short of Usher's chronology. 

For the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar, at which time " he 
carried away all Jerusalem " (2 King xxiv. 12, 14), Usher gives 
B. C. 599. But says Demetrius, a learned Jew, who lived about 
two hundred years before the Christian era, " From the carrying 
away from Jerusalem to the fourth Ptolemy (Philopater), there 
were 338 years and 3 months." Ptolemy's reign commenced 
with the 10th day of the eighth month, B. C. 220. To which 
add 338, and we have the 10th day of the fifth month, B. C. 558, 
or 41 years short of Usher's chronology. 

As this is an important date, it will be well to notice how clear- 
ly it is established. 
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Says S. Bliss, " The Battle of Arbela marks the end of the 
Persian and the succession of the Grecian Empire. The time 
of this battle is marked with absolute certainty, for Plutarch 
records an eclipse of the moon eleven days before the battle. 
By astronomical calculation, it is found that the moon was eclipsed 
on the meridian of Arbela on the night of September 20 B. C. 
331. So this battle must have been fought Oct. 1, B. C. 331." 

Prom which time it is said that Alexander reigned eight years, 
and died "in the spring of the first year of the 111 Olympiad, 
which fell in the year B. C. 323." " From hence the PhUippian 
era hath its origin which the Egyptians compute from the first 
day of that year in which Alexander died, that is, from the first 
day of their Thoth, which in that year fell on the 12th of Novem- 
ber." From which time Philip reigned seven years ; Alexander 

II. twelve ; Ptolemy, twenty ; Ptolemy II. thirty-^ight ; Ptolemy 

III. twenty-five ; total, 110 years : which, if subtracted from B. C. 
331, leave B. 0. 221 for the beginning of the reign of the fourth 
Ptolemy, called Philopater. His reign, according to Ptolemy, 
commenced with the beginning of the Egyptian year, which 
B. 0. 221 fell on the seventeenth of October. But this cannot 
be what Demetrius called the first year of the fourth Ptolemy, 
for the captivity commenced on the tenth day of the fifth month, 
and adding the three odd months given by Demetrius, we have 
the tenth day of the eighth month for the beginning of the reign 
of the fourth Ptolemy. But in B. C. 221 the beginning of the 
Egyptian year fell on the twenty -ninth day of the Jewish aeverdh 
month. 

Josephus informs us that the second Ptolemy reigned thirty- 
nine years ; but in following the Canon we have only given him 
thirty-eight. So we must subtract one more year, and this gives 
us B. C. 220 for the beginning of Ptolemy Philopater's reign. 
And that this is strictly correct we prove by the three odd 
months given by Demetrius ; for in B. C. 220, the beginning of 
the Egyptian year was on the tenth day of the Jewish eighth 
month. 

Now from the beginning of the reign of Ptolemy Philopater, 
which commenced on the tenth day of the eighth Jewish month 
B. C. 220. Demetrius has just 338 years and three months to 
the " carrying away from Jerusalem," or the beginning of the 
captivity. 338 years and three months carry us back to the 
tenth day of the fifth month B. C. 558, for the beginning of the 
captivity. 
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Says Bosanquet, " Demetrius is spoken of by Josephus, Clem- 
ens Alexandrinus, St. Jerome, and Eiisebius : from whom we 
learn that he was a Jewish writer of no mean repute. Scarcely 
anything remains of his works, but what we have is most valua- 
ble from the extreme accuracy of the dates. The extract to 
which I refer is found in Clemens Alexandrinus, and most fortu- 
nately gives us the very date we are in search of 

For the building of the temple in the fourth year of Solomon 
Usher gives B. C. 1012. But Josephus in allusion to the Phoeni- 
cian history says, "Therein it was recorded that the temple 
was built by King Solomon at Jerusalem 143 years and eight 
months before the Tyrians built Carthage." He says, " These are 
public writings, and are kept with great exactness " (Jose, against 
Arion, b. i. s* 17). 

Bosanquet thinks that these records "were engraven on 
marble and set up in some public part of the city." And since 
Josephus in four diflFerent ways has given this length of time 
143 years from the twelfth of Hiram (which was the fourth of 
Solomon) to the building of Carthage, it can hardly admit of a 
mistake on the part of transcribers. Therefore, I know of no 
date more clearly fixed than the interval of 143 years from the 
fourth of Solomon to the building of Carthage. 

'^ Polybius who is one of the most scrupulous and truthful of 
ancient historians, was living at the time of the fall of Carthage in 
B. C. 146, and he says that Carthage was destroyed after having 
existed for 700 years," which, added to 146, gives B. C. 846 for the 
beginning of the " existence " of Carthage in the seventh year 
of Pygmalion ; the actual building of the city is fixed to B. C. 813. 
Therefore the earliest date against which we can place the 143 
years is B. C. 846, and the latest is B. C. 813. Hence, according 
to this, which Niebuhr regards as the best authority to which we 
can appeal, the earliest date that we can possibly get for the 
fourth year of Solomon is B. C. 989, and the latest B. C. 956. 
Niebuhr prefers the latter date reckoned from the building of 
Carthage in B. C. 813, for he considers that date to " be as his- 
torically certain as the date of the building of Boston or New 
York." 

For the time Moses left Egypt, Usher gives B. C. 1491 ; but 
says Josephus, "The temple was burnt .... one thousand and 
sixty-two years and six months from the departure out of Egypt." 

We have observed that Demetrius gives B. C. 558 for the 
eighth of Nebuchadnezzar; and the temple was burned in the 
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19th year of his reign (2 Kings xxv. 8), which was eleven years 
later ; and 11 from 558 leaves B. C. 547 for the time at which 
the temple was burned. And if to 547, we add 1062 years and 
6 months, we have B. C. 1610 for the time Israel left Egypt; 
which is 119 years longer than the time given by Usher. 

For the time Abraham went to Canaan, Usher gives B. C. 
1921. But Josephus gives B. C. 2038 ; thus from the building to 
the burning of the temple, 470 years and 6 months and from 
Abraham to the building of the temple 1020 years ; 470 added 
to 1020 gives .1490 years and 6 months from Abraham to the 
burning of the temple ; and if to B. C. 547, we add 1490 years 
and 6 months, we have B. C. 2038 for the time at which Abra- 
ham went to Canaan; and this is 117 years longer than Usher^s 
chronology. 

For the creation, Usher gives B. C. 4004. But Josephus gives 
B. C. 4120; thus: 3102 years to the temple, and 470 years and 
6 months from that to the burning of the temple. 3102 years 
added to 470 years and 6 months gives 3572 years and 6 months 
which, being added to B. C. 547, gives B. C. 4120. 

We "have mentioned that Usher gives B. C. 1491 for the time 
Moses left Egypt, which can to absolute certainty be proved to 
be incorrect, thus: We learn from Exodus xvi. 1-29, that the 
15th day of the second month fell on the seventh day of the 
week, in the year Moses left Egypt; but in B. C. 1491, it fell on 
Tuesday the third day of the week. 

Between the exodus and the temple. Bishop Usher gives but 
480 years ; but Paul allows for the time of the judges " about 
the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the 
prophet " (Acts xiii. 20) ; to which add the 40 years of Saul, the 
40 years of David, and the 40 years of the wilderness, and we have 
570 years. 

From Egypt to the temple, Josephus gives 592 years; and 
from the building to the burning of the temple he gives 470 years 
and 6 months, which, being added to 592, gives 1062 years and 6 
months. This being placed against B. C, 547 gives B. C. 1610. 
The same year which he in another place gave for the departure 
from Egypt. 

For the time of the reign of the kings of Babylon and Persia, 
Bishop Usher claims the authority of what is called Ptolemy's 
Canon, which is a catalogue of kings, with the number of years 
during which each is said to have reigned, from B. C. 747 down 
to A. D. 137. 
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And by reference to the Canon it will be discovered that the 
error into which the bishop has fallen is that x)f not noticing that 
there is an omission of the reiga of two kings, or 39 years, in 
the Canon; for Sarcas who reigned 10 years and Nabopallassar 
the First who reigned 29 years are not in the Canon. 

The following table is a copy of the Canon from the beginning 
to the end of the kingdom of Babylon : — 



KINGS OF BABTI/)N. 



^'^g*^ Revised, 
of reign. 



B.C. 



Nabonassar 

Nadius 

Chinzer and Parus 

Uulseus , 

Mardoc Empadus 

Arkeanus 

Interregnum 

Belibus 

Apronodus , 

Regebelus 

Mesesimarduk Baladan ^ . . . 

Interregnum 

Asaradin or Esarhaddon 

Saosducbin 

Cbiniladin 

Nabopallassar the 1 

SarcuB 

Nabopallassar the 2, or Sardanapalus 

Nabokalassar or Nebuchadnezzar 

Ilvordam or Evil-merodach 

Nerikasolassar 

Nabonadius 



14 
2 
5 
5 
12 
5 
2 
3 
6 
1 
4 
8 

13 
20 
22 



21 

43 

2 

4 

17 



12 



29 
10 
21 
43 
18 
4 
17 



747 
733 
731 
726 
721 
709 
704 
702 
699 
693 
692 
688 
680 
667 
647 
625 
596 
586 
565 
522 
612 
491 



The first column headed "length of reign" is a copy of Ptolemy's 
Canon. The second headed "revised" is my revision of the Canon. 
My revision, as it will be seen, is only that of adding those two 
kings that are omitted in the Canon, and giving Evil-merodach 
eighteen years where the Canon gives him but 2 (see p. 115). 
In our article on Bosanquet's chronology, we observed that the 
two kings omitted in the Canon come between Chiniladin and the 
second Nabopallassar, and as these two kings reigned 39 years, 
their omissionin the Canon raised the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
in whose eighth year the captivity commenced, just 39 years too 
high, which accounts for the error on the part of Bishop Usher. 
Let it be borne in piind that the beginning of the reign of the 
first Nabopallassar is fixed to B. C. 625 by an eclipse of the 
moon, which occurred in his fifth year. Therefore, the additional 
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reign of those two kings which are omitted in the Canon must 
bring the reign of all 39 years lower, that is, after we pass below 
B. C. 625, above which the dates appear to be correct. 

According to the Canon, an interregnum of eight years fol- 
lowed the 4 years' reign of Mesesimardnk Baladan, b^t from the 
recent discoveries found among iJhe ruins of Nineveh, we learn 
that his reign continued during the twelve years' interval ; for 
according to the inscription, ".Morduke Baladan, king of Chal- 
daea, was subdued after he had held Babylon for twelve years. 
As these twelve years only fill up the interval, the dates are not 
interfered with by this. 

I suppose all are willing to admit that everything must give 
place to the authority of those inscriptions, and if so, the reign 
of Marduk Baladan ends in B. C. 680. And according to the in- 
scription, the king that subdued him was " Sennacherib at the 
very commencement of his reign." Therefore, this gives us 
B. C. 680 for the beginning of the reign of Sennacherib, which is 
a positive proof of the incorrectness of the bishop's chronology. 

We can prove this again thus : Polyhistor informs us that when 
" Sennacherib had taken upon himself the government of the 
Babylonians, he appointed his son Asordanes their king, and he 
himself retired again into Assyria." 

Says Bosanquet, " This Asordanes ... is the Esarhaddon of 
the Hebrew, and the Asaradinus of the Canon." -r- Severed and 
Profane Chronology, pp. 60, 64, and Appendix p. 5. 

By reference to the Canon, it will be seen that the reign of 
this Asaradin, or Esarhaddon, commenced B. C. 680 ; and since 
he was placed on the throne by Sennacherib, in the beginning 
of his reign, this must also date the beginning of the reign of 
Sennacherib. Thus it will be seen that, according to the testi- 
mony of Polyhistor, and those inscriptions to which all other au- 
thority must yield, the reign of Esarhaddon commenced with the 
beginning of the reign of Sennacherib. Therefore, if the Canon 
is correct, as to the beginning of the reign of Esarhaddon, we 
cannot possibly get the reign of Sennacherib earlier than B. C. 

680. 

Says Sennacherib, "In my third year, I went up to the 
country of the Ketta (or Hittites). Luliza, king of Sidon, had 

thrown off the yoke of allegiance I reduced his entire country ; 

and because Hezekiah, king of Judaea, did not submit to my yoke 

forty-six of his strong-fenced cities and smaller towns 

I took and plundered." From this it is. clear, that the time 
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Sennacherib invaded Judea was after the third jear of his 
reign ; hence not earlier than B. C. 677. But according to Usher's 
chronology, it was 36 years earlier ; that is, in B. C. 713. 

Thus, by those inscriptions foand among the ruins of Nineveh, 
we are enabled to prove, I think we may say to absolute cer-r 
taiDty, the incorrectness of Usher's chronology. I say to abaobite 
certainty ; for it must be admitted that all other authority must 
give place to that written on tables of stone, in the palace of the 
Assyrian kings. K it be asked why the learned Bishop Usher did 
not discover this positive proof of the incorrectness of his chro- 
nology, we answer, as the book of Daniel was to be ^ closed up 
and sealed till the time of tlie end " (Dan. xi. 9), the Lord in his 
wisdom suflFered this information to lie concealed in the bowels 
of the earth until " the time of the end, at which time the seal 
is to be removed, and the book opened. Says Bosanquet, ^ It 
has pleased the Almighty in these latter days to reveal to us his^ 
torical truths which have been hidden for more than two thou- 
sand years. Within the last year, a most important addition to 
our knowledge of Assyrian history has been made by Colonel 
Rowlinson. who has deciphered the annals of Sennacherib, kiistg 
of Assyria, from the marbles of Nineveh." 

When Daniel was required to *^ shut up the words, and seal 
the book even to the time of the end,'' he was informed that 
new information, or an additional stock of knowledge, would re- 
move the seal, and open the book, for " many shall run to Mxd 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased" (Dan. xii. 4). And 
from the quotation we have above made from Bosanquet, it 
would appear that we are now in possession of this new inforr 
mation, so necessary for the removal of the seal placed on that 
book. He continues, "In the halls of Sargon and Sennache* 
rib are found engraved, as it were by the hand of yesterday, the 
annals and exploits of those kings, and they teU us* of events and 
persons recorded in the page of sacred Scripture." 

And by those inscriptions it ife proven that, if Ptolemy's Canon 
is correct, as to the beginning of the reign of Bsarhaddon, Bishop 
Usher's chronology is at least 36 years in error as to the time of 
the reign of Hezekiah. 

The information brought to light by those new discoveries re- 
moves a difficulty in which I had before been so much involved ; 
which is this : we read in 2 Kings xvii. 24, that " the king of 
Assyria brought men .... and placed them in the city of Samar 
ria ; " and from Ezra iv. 2, we learn that the king who brought 
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them was Esarhaddon, who, according to the received chro- 
nology, did not come to the throne until 41 years after. But 
now all comes natural and right In the latter end of the year 
B. C. 681, Shalmanezer carried "away Israel unto Assyria'' 
(2 Kings xviii. 11); hence th« earliest time at which Esarhaddon 
could have brought and placed those men in " the cities of Sama- 
ria " was B. C. 680 ; and, according to the Canon, this is the very 
year in which he came to the throne. Thus . difficulties vanish 
when "we obtain the light of truth. 

As an additional proof of the incorrectness of that chronology, 
which so much conflicts with the word of God, let the reader 
call to mind that " the king of Assyria brought men from Baby- 
lon " (2 Kings xvii. 24), which could not have been done before 
the conquest of Babylon ; and those inscriptions, found among 
the ruins of Nineveh, give us the beginning of the reign of 
Sennacherib as the date of its conquest. " The war is said to 
have commenced in the twelfth year of Sargon [or Shalmanezer], 
and " Marduk-Baladan, king of ChaldsBa, was subdued after he 
had held Babylon for twelve years;" and the king by whom 
he was subjugated was "Sennacherib, son of Sargon, at the 
very commencement of his reign " 

We have observed that, according to Ptolemy's Canon, the 
reign of Esarhaddon commenced B. C. 680. And, according to 
Polyhistor, the reign of Sennacherib commenced at the same 
time ; and, according to the inscription, the time he invaded 
Hezekiah's kingdom was after his third year ; hence not earlier 
than B. C. 677. This proves that Demetrius, who places the time 
in B. C. 676, cannot be far from the truth. 

Says Demetrius, " The tribes of Benjamin and Levi were not 
carried into captivity by Sennacherim ; but that from this cap- 
tivity to the last captivity from Jerusalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
was a period of 128 years and 6 months." The last captivity by 
Nebuchadnezzar occurred on the tenth day of the fifth month, 
B. C. 547 ; to which add 128 yeftrs and 6 months, and we have 
the tenth day of the eleventh month, B. C. 676. Thus we find 
an exact harmony existing between the Bible, Demetrius, and 
the recent discoveries among the ruins of Nineveh. 

But whether the testimony of Demetrius can be received or 
not, this is clear. We have by those inscriptions, to which all 
other authority must give place, clearly proved that Bishop 
Usher's chronology places the reign of Hezekiah at least 36 
years too high, which proves that he has the reign of Nebuchad- 
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nezzar also as much too high; for, in the Bible, we have an un- 
broken chain of chronology down to his reign. 

If asked how Ptolemy happened to omit the reign of those 
two kings which has caused such error in his Canon, we an- 
swer, Ptolemy's Canon proper, or that which was known in his 
day, was only as follows : — 



Tears of Nab. 


That b B.C. 




27 


721 


1st of Mardoc Empadus. 


28 


720 


2d of Mardoc Empadus. 


127 


621 


6th of Nabopolassor. 


225 


523 


7th of Cambyses. 


246 


502 


20th of Darius the first. 


257 


. 491 


31st of Darius the first. 



Says the Duke of Manchester, "Ptolemy himself probably 
constructed the (above) skeleton of the Astronomical Canon ; but 
who filled up the intermediate reigns between the recorded 
eclipses ? I think," says he, " I have shown some grounds for 
suspecting that the part before the death of Alexander was 
filled up by some Christian chronologers. According to.Theon, 
Ptolemy was the author of the second part of the Canon, from 
the death of Alexander to the last year of Antonius" (Times of 
Daniel J p. 225) ; which portion of the Canon may be relied on 
as not far from the truth. But that there is something wrong 
as to the arrangement of the first part, — that is, that he, whoever 
he was, that " filled up the intermediate reigns between the re- 
corded eclipses " has fallen into some error, — would appear from 
this : out of the seven eclipses which Ptolemy expressly men- 
tions were " taken from those observed at Babylon," our copy of 
the Canon throws three ot them many years below the fall of 
Babylon ; or places the reign of Cyrus, who subdued the king- 
dom of Babylon, some years before the eclipses occurred. 

If Cyrus made Babylon " as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah" (Isa. xiii. 19), it ia certain that no eclipses were re- 
corded there after that time. But that which clearly proves the 
erroneousness of the arrangement of our copy of the Canon is 
the express word of Ptolemy ; for he declares that the eclipses 
occurred in the reign, not of the second, but of the first Darius. 
We will give his own words : " We have taken the eclipse that 
was observed at Babylon in the thirty-first year of Darius 
THE FIRST." And that this, the first Darius, was on the throne 
before the fall of Babylon, we learn from DaniePs own words to 
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B^lshazzar : ^ Thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians." Now Cyrus was the king of Persia, bnt who was 
king of " the Medes " ? Answer, " Darius the Median '' (Dan. v. 
28, 31). 

The earliest Jewish writers do not only testify to the correct- 
ness of this, but they also tell us who this Darius was ; for they 
call him " Darius Hystaspes." They say " Joshua, ... in the 
first year of Cyrus, went Up to Jerusalem. In the second year, 
he laid the foundation of the temple ; . . . but the building was 
impeded on account of the death of Darius Hystaspes ; nor could 
he go up to Cyrus, who was occupied in war with Tomyris, and 
when Cyrus was slain, after him Assuerus Artaxerxes." — Times 
of Danid, p. 84. ^ 

It will be discovered that this valuable document is in exact 
harmony with our Bible, in those three important points, in 
which our copy of what is called Ptolemy's Canon clashes. 

1. That the reign of Darius Hystaspes and " Cyrus the Per- 
sian " were contemporaneous. ( Dan. vi. 28.) 

But the Canon makes an interval of eight years between the 
reign of the two kings. 

2. That Darius died before Cyrus. (Compare Dan. vi. 1 with 
X. 1.) But the Canon places the death of Cyrus eight years 
before the beginning of the reign of the first Darius. 

3. That the king who followed Cyrus was called by the double 
name " Assuerus Artaxerxes. (Ezra iv. 6, 7.) But the Canon 
places Cambyses on the throne after Cyrus. 

" Pliny says that Susa was built by Darius Hystaspes " (T^mes 
of Danidf p. 82), and if so, this is positive proof that Darius 
Hystaspes was on the throne before the fall of Babylon ; for 
Daniel was *' at Shushan in the palace," as early as " the third year 
of Belshazzar" (Dan. viii. 1), which all admit was before the fall 
of Babylon. And since Ptolemy in two difierent ways points 
out the king to whom he had reference ; that is, " Darius the 
FIRST " and " Darius the successor* of Cambyses," what injustice 
it is to charge him with, being the author of that catalogue of 
kings which contradicts him as much as to place the eclipses in 
the reign of Darius the second, who was successor not to Cam- 
byses but to Smerdis the Magus. 

We call it Ptolemy's Canon because that is the name by which 
it is known, but do not wish by this to convey the idea that we 
suppose that he was the author of it, for the Duk6 of Manches- 
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ter has proven that it was not in existence as early as the day of 
Ptolemy. 

If rejecting the spurious, we follow that which is properly Ptole- 
my's Canon (I mean the one given on page 7th), the diflSculty is 
removed ; for all of the eclipses will be found to have occurred 
before the fall of Babylon. The last one marks the time of the 
fiill of Babylon, and the one in the seventh year of Cambyses, 
the death of Nebuchgidnezzar. " In the Alexandrian Chronicle 
it is said that Cambyses was called by the Hebrews, Nebuchad- 
nezzar the Second. 

The Duke of Manchester has clearly proven that the Nebu- 
chadnezzar of Jeremiah and Ezekiel was either the Cambyses of 
Herodotus, or that they did at least live at the same time ; either 
of which proves that the eclipses alluded to by Ptolemy occur- 
red before the fall of Bab^^lon. EzekiePs last prophecy concern- 
ing the ruin of Egypt by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar was dated 
in the 27th year of the captivity ; that is, B. C. 531 ; which was 
only two years before the beginning of the reign of Cambyses, 
at which time, according to Herodotus, the prophecy was liter- 
ally fulfilled by Cambyses. 

The second Cambyses, according to Diodorus, was on the 
throne as late as B. C. 467 ; for he says that " from the time Cam- 
byses conquered the nation, the Persians reigned for the space 
of 135 years." Therefore if he had been the Cambyses in whose 
reign the eclipses occurred, he could not have reigned less than 
62 years. 

But that which proves almost to absolute certainty that the 
eclipses did occur before the fall of Babylon is this : " On the 
bricks of the palace, built by Nebuchadnezzar, the name of Da- 
rius is found." — IS.rnjes of Danid^ p. 124. This palace, says 
Nebuchadnezzar, "I have built for the house of the kingdom" 
(Dan. iv. 30) ; and the time he built it was before his seven years' 
exile, which, according to my chronology, commenced B. C. 513, 
or eight years after the beginning of the reign of the first Da- 
rius, in whose reign, according to Ptolemy, the eclipses occurred. 
And the Cambyses, in whose seventh year another eclipse oc- 
curred, Ptolemy places before the first Darius, which proves that 
the Cambyses alluded to by him, was not the son, but the father 
of Cyrus. He " who filled up the intermediate reigns between 
the recorded eclipses," not noticing this made the seventh year 
of the son instead of the father of Cyrus, synchronize with the 
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time of the eclipse, which, raising the reign of Nebuchadnezz^ir 
39 years too high, crushed two kings out of the Canon ; namel/i 
Sarous and Sardanapalus. 

We will now examine those eclipses of the sun which are 
referred to in proof of the correctness •of Ptolemy's canon. The 
first is called the eclipse of Thales, because foretold by him.. 
Herodotus speaks of it as follows : " A war commenced between 
the Lydians and the Medes, which continued five years : and it is 
remarkable that one of their engagements took place in the night. 
In the sixth year, when they were carrying on the war with 
nearly equal success, on the occasion of an engagement, it hap- 
pened that in the heat of the battle, day was suddenly turned into 
night." (iTerodb.i. S.74.) 

The same historian informs us that wlule Cyaxares, the King of 
Media, — during whose reign this eclipse happened, — " was engaged 
in the siege of Nineveh, he was surprised by an army of the 
Scythians; and from this time they possessed the dominion of 
Asia for the space of twenty-eight years. Cyaxares reigned forty 
years, and then died ; but in this period is to be included the time 
in which the Scythians possessed the empire." (jETeroc?. b. i. s. 106.) 

According to Ptolemy, the reign of Cyaxares commenced B.C. 
634. It would thus appear that the twenty-eight years during 
which the Scythians possessed the dominion cannot date higher 
than B.C. 633; from which, if we subtract twenty-eight, we will 
have B.C. 605 for the end of the dominion of the Scythians : from 
this it would appear that the war between the Medes and Lydians 
could not have commenced before B.C. 604 or 605 : and by sub- 
tracting the six years during which the war continued, we will 
have B.C. 599 for the earliest period at which this eclipse, according 
to Ptolemy's chronology, is to be found ; and as it occurred during 
the forty-years reign of Cyaxares, it could not have been later 
than B.C. 594. * • 

Being thus restricted to five years for the time of this total 
eclipse of the sun, which so seldom happens at a given place, this 
becomes a very important eclipse, — one that, if found within the 
limits of the above-mentioned time, must greatly strengthen 
Ptolemy's canon ; but, if not, must expose its incorrectness. 

We are not informed as to the location of the battle-ground over 
which the centre of this eclipse passed. The war commenced at 
Sardis ; but where it ended we cannot tell, as it continued between 
five and six years : all that we can certainly know is that it was 
either in Media or Lydia. So a total eclipse at any place between 
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these two kingdoms within the limits of the aboye-noticed time 
will answer. 

In the " Bible Companion" this eclipse is put down thus : " B.C. 
585. A battle upon the river Halys between Oyaxares and Haly- 
attes, interrupted by a total eclipse of the sun, on the 28th of May." 
But by calculation this eclipse did not commence there until about 
sundown, — that is, according to Ferguson's tables : hence, so far 
from being total, it could not have been seen there at all. The 
total form went but little farther east than Spain, — on the latitude 
of Sardis. My tables carry it on the latitude of Sardis as far east 
as Italy, but not to Asia. This eclipse, therefore, amounts to 
nothing; and even if it had passed centrally through Asia, it 
could in no way strengthen Ptolemy's canon, as it falls nine years 
below the lowest limit to which his canon could place "the eclipse 
of Thales." 

Dr. Hales, and others, dis<*.overing that this could not be "the 
eclipse of Thales," sought another. The one they selected happened 
on the 18th of May, B.C. 603. According to Ferguson's tables, this 
eclipse passed centrally through Asia Minor ; but as the other one 
fell nine years below the lowest, so this one is four years above the 
highest, limit of Ptolemy's canon; therefore, if this be "the eclipse 
of Thales," instead of strengthening, it is an additional proof of 
the incorrectness of Ptolemy's canon. 

My tables eclipse but 9 digits at Sardis, and still less as we go 
towards Media. That my tables are more correct than Ferguson's 
is proven from the fact that they make all known eclipses on undis- 
pvied ground according to the express language of the historian^ which 
his do not. 

But desiring to give Ptolemy's canon a fair trial, we have ex- 
amined whether a total eclipse of the sun passed through Asia 
Minor, or Media, between the years B.C. 599 and 594. But by 
calculation there was no total eclipse of the sun within the 
limit of those five years, — another proof of the incorrectness of 
Ptolemy. 

The next eclipse of the sun as offered in support of Ptolemy's 
canon is in S. Bliss's catalogue, dated thus: "bxj.547, October 22,- 
aft. 0. 35 m. total, — when Cyrus took Larissa in Media." He gives 
Xenophon as authority, who says: — "At the time the Persians 
were wresting the empire from the Medes, the King of Persia 
could not make himself master of the city Larissa until it hap- 
pened that the sun, obscured by a cloud, disappeared, and the 
darkness continued till, the inhabitants being seized with con- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 THE BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED. 

sternatioii, the town was taken. (See Ms "Expedition of Cyrus," 
b. iii. s. 4.) 

From the language of Xenophon, we may conclude this was not 
an eclipse of the sun, but what we call a dark day, caused by a 
thick cloud passing over the sun. This, therefore, proves nothing. 
We will, however, give it a passing notice. According to Fergu- 
son's tables there were about 10 J digits eclipsed ; but my tables 
make about 8 digits. 

The next eclipse of the sun found in history is recorded by 
Herodotus. He says : — Xerxes's army having spent the winter 
at Sardis, on the opening of spring commenced their march towards 
Greece. ''But as they were on the point of setting out, the sun, 
quitting his seat in the heavens, disappeared, though there were no 
clouds, and the air was perfectly serene, and night ensued in the 
place of day." {Serod, b. vii. s. 37.) So this could have been 
nothing short of a total eclipse of the sun; the expression, "the 
sun, quitting his seat in the heavens, disappeared, though there 
were no clouds," shows that it was central there, and one of the 
darkest eclipses. Dr. Stukely, in describing the eclipse of A.D. 
1724, which passed central over him, says : " The trace of the sun 
we could now no more discover than if it had never existed." 
So those who were in the army of Xerxes, being unable to dis- 
cover the least appearance of the sun, not knowing what caused it 
to be thus obscured, might well say it appeared to quit its place in 
the heavens. William Beloe translates it thus : " The sun, which 
before gave his full light, in a bright, unclouded atmosphere, with- 
drew his beams, and the darkest night succeeded." 

Herodotus fiirther informs us that when Xerxes reached Greece, 
the people were celebrating " the Olympic games." {Serod, b. viii. 
s. 26.) This proves the eclipse to have happened in the fourth year 
of those games, which makes it one of the most important in 
detecting error and establishing a correct chronology : for, as we 
have already mentioned, a total eclipse but seldom happens at the 
same place. By this eclipse we will now test Ptolemy's canon ; for 
if it can be found at the time his chronology gives us, then the 
.correctness of his canon may be thus far admitted ; but if it cannot, 
then this is a positive proof of its incorrectness. According to 
Ptolemy, the reign of Xerxes commenced B.C. 485, which was the 
fourth year of the Olympic games. But by calculation, there was 
no eclipse of the sun seen at Sardis during that year. The next 
fourth year of the Olympic games was B.C. 481. — ^that is, commenc- 
ing in July, B.C. 481, and ending in July, 480. There was no eclipse 
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&t that time. The succeeding fourth yeaa* dates from July, 477, to 
July, 476 ; the next, commences July, B.C. 473 and ends July, 472 ; 
the following from B.C. 469 to 468 ; the next from b.o.465 to 464. 
But there was no eclipse there. And here, according to Ptolemy's 
eauon^ ends the reign of Xerxes. 

We have now passed through the reign of Xerxes, from the first 
to the last year, and have been unable to find the smallest eclipse at 
Sardis during the fourth year of the Olympic games, within the 
limits of the time as given Xerxes by Ptolemy. What will its 
advocates have to say now? Strange as it may appear, Dr. Hales 
runs back twelve hundred miles to Susa, and places this eclipse in 
the third, instead of the fourth, Olympiad. While we are willing 
to admit that Herodotus was liable to be mistaken as to the places 
at which events occurred, it happens that> connected with this 
eclipse, is a circumstance that forbids the possibility of such an 
error on his part, which is as follows : — 

"The troops throughout the continent, that were to march 
with Xerxes himself having assembled at Critalla in Cappadoci% 
crossing the river Halys, they entered Phrygia, marching through 
that counlary, arrived at Oelaense, a city in Phrygia. In the city 
lived a man named Pythius, a native of Lydia. This man, being 
in waiting, entertained Xerxes and all his army with great magnifi- 
cence. {Herod, b. vii. s.27.) And this man Pythius, the Lydian, was 
present at the time this eclipse happened." 

This eclipse, passing over the army of Xerxes, proves that it 
could not have occurred before he reached Oappadocia, for there 
"it was ordered that all the troops throughout the continent that 
were to march with Xerxes himself should be assembled." {Herod. 
b.vii., S.26.) And the fact that Pythius, who was pfresent at the 
time, was "at CelaensB, waiting for the arrival of Xerxes," shows 
that it was not before Xerxes reached GeleBnae, 

The only question worthy of controversy is as to whether the 
eclipse was seen at Celadnse or Sardis. If Xerxes was at OelsBnas, 
then it happened in the fall of the year; for he spent the winter at 
Sardis. But if he was at Sardis, then it occurred in the spring. 
Hence, in running through the reign of Xerxes, we examined the 
whole of each fourth year of the Olympic games. If we possessed 
positive evidence that this eclipse happened when Xerxes was at 
Sardis, then it would have been only necessary to have examined 
the spring of each year ; or, if Herodotus had said positively that 
Xerxes was at CelsanfiB at the time, then we would have examined 
only the faU of each year. But whether it happened in the spring 
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or Ml, it was in the fourtli year of the Olympic games, and not 
before Xerxes reached Cappadocia. 

Though Herodotus does not say positively that this eclipse 
occurred while Xerxes was at Sardis, yet it is quite clear that he 
was either of this opinion, or, having forgotten to mention this 
circumstance at its proper place, did not bring it in until he had 
reached that point in his history. But that this eclipse happened 
when Xerxes " was on the point of setting out" from Celaenae appears 
almost conclusively from the circumstance of Pythius being present 
at the time ; for it is very unreasonable to suppose that this old 
man, owning large possessions as he did, would have left all to 
follow Xerxes more than one hundred miles up to Sardis, and there 
spend the winter, while his sons and aU those active men who had 
the management of his large estate had been drawn off in the army 
of Xerxes. ^ 

It being so clear and certain that the eclipse did not happen 
before Xerxes reached Celaenae, the one as found by Dr. Hales is 
unworthy of notice : yet we will see what it amounts to. This 
eclipse, as copied from Dr. Hales by S.BUss in his chronology, 
stands thus: "B.C. 481, April 19, aft. 2'27, digits 7, when Xerxes 
left Susa to invade Greece." You will observe that the doctor has 
but seven digits eclipsed, covering but little more than one-half of 
the sun, causing little or no darkness at all. But the one recorded 
by Herodotus so completely obscured the sun that Xerxes and his 
army believed it had ceased to exist: — "having entirely disap- 
peared, the darkest night succeeded." So, even if this eclipse had 
happened at CelsBnae, it could not have been the one recorded by 
Herodotus. According to Ferguson's tables, there were only about 
3 J digits eclipsed. My tables make about 3 J ; which, so far from 
causing darkness, could not be seen with the naked eye. 

Now, when we observe learned men — ^those whom we look up to 
as guides — ^thus endeavoring to palm this off upon us as an astro- 
nomically-established chronology, ought we to be stigmatized for 
being unwilling to take any thing on trust, or for being anxious to 
examine every subject for ourselves ? But, however absurd it may 
appear to one who has any reason, it has that strong argument 
which is, of all others, the most weighty with the large majority 
of the people, which is, that the learned Dr. So-and-so said it. 

Since we are forbidden to acknowledge any man as " father upon 
the earth" (Matt, xxiii. 9), it becomes us to inquire " whether these 
things were so" (Acts xvii. 11), that we may be enabled to give "a 
reason of the hope that is in us." (1 Pet. iii. 15.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHRONOLOGY EXAMINED. 45 

We Will now see whether the next eclipse of the sun as recorded 
by Herodotus, can be found in harmony with Ptolemy's chronology. 
The circumstances connected with the time are as follows: — "As 
soon as the Peloponnesians heard of the ruin of Leonidas and his 
p^rty at Thermopylae, they assembled at the isthmus all the force 
they could collect from their different cities, under the conduct 
of Cleombrotus. Having stationed themselves, therefore, at the 
isthmus, and having blocked up the Scironian Way, they then, as 
they determined on consultation, built a wall across the isthmus." 
{Serod. b. viii. s. 71.) At the completion of thie wall, Cleombrotus 
" conducted back from the isthmus the detachment which had con- 
structed the wall. He had brought them back because, whilst 
offering a sacrifice to determine whether he should attack the 
Persians, an eclipse of the sun had happened." {Herod, ix. 10.) 

We find, therefore, that the particular place at which this eclipse 
was seen was at the isthmus in Greece. The time was after the 
construction of the wall, — Whence in the spring of the second 
year of the Persian War : for, early in the springs " when Alex- 
ander arrived at Athens, this work was not completed, although, 
from terror of the Persians, they eagerly pursued it." But . in a 
short time after this, "the wall of the isthmus was finished, and 
therefore they did not want the aid of the Athenians." {Herod, b. ix. 
s. 8.) The spring of the second year of the Persian War was in 
the first year of the Olympic games. {Herod, b. viii. s. 26.) 

Since we have not only the place at which this eclipse was seen, 
and the year of the Olympic games, but also the exact season of 
the year during which it was seen, this becomes another very 
important eclipse. We will, therefore, once more give Ptolemy's 
canon a trial. 

According to Ptolemy, the reign of X^xes began with the year 
B.C. 485. The spring of the first year of the Oljrmpic games after 
the beginning of his reign was B.C. 483 ; the next was 479, and the 
next 475 ; the following 471, and the next 467, with which ends 
the last first year of the Olympic games during the reign of 
Xerxes. No eclipse was seen in Greece during the limits of this 
time. 

If Ptolemy's advocates now refuse to yield, do they not show an 
unwillingness to acknowledge the truth, even when the judgment 
has been fully convinced. Had these two eclipses of the sun 
been found, we would frankly acknowledge that Ptolemy's canon 
—rat least up to the time Xerxes invaded Greece — ^was reliable. 
But since they have not been, we must either disbelieve Herodotus, 
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or axjknowledge tliat Ptolemy's chronology is now crushed beneath 
the truth-testing power of astronomy. We have already, in many 
different ways, exposed the error of Ptolemy's canon ; and, under 
the head of "Chronology Established," we intend to prove the truth- 
fixlness of our historian by showing that each of the above-men- 
tioned eclij^es happened at the time Xerxes invaded Greece. But 
how have the supporters of Ptolemy's canon smopthed,over this ? 
As if resolved that it shall stand, right or wrong, they have made 
it in the first, instead of the second, year of the Persian War, and 
that not only withojit the least authority, but even by contradicting 
the express words of Herodotus, — cm whom they are dependent 
for all their information on the subject; for he tells us positively 
that there was no intermission from the commencement to the com- 
pletion of the walL His words are these: ''without intermission, 
either by night or by dayP (^eroc?. viii.71.) As it was impossible 
for Cleombrotus to have conducted from the isthmus all those that 
worked on the wall, and yet there should have been no inter- 
mission, this eclipse cannot be placed in the first yem of the wq>r. It 
cannot be urged that Cleombrotus conducted portions of the men 
away and left others at work ; for Herodotixs says : " This Wjall was 
soon finished, as not one of so many thousands was inactive ; for, 
without interruption, either by night cff by day, they severally 
brought stones, bricks, timber, and bags of sand." {Herod, viii. 71,) 
So those who place the edipse in the first year of the war first 
contradict Herodotus, and th^n place an eclipse where no historian 
says there was one. If the clause, "without intermission," be 
clipped out of the book of Herodotus, yet we can establish the 
time at which this eclipse happened; for Herodotus inform^ us 
that Cleombrotus "died very soon after having conducted bac]^: 
from the isthmus the army that had buUt the wall." (jETerorf. ix. 10.) 
Now, it is impossible that he could have conducted from t]ae 
isthmus those who had built the wall before the tizne the wall was 
built. And this wall was not finished when Alexander arrived at 
Athens (jHeroc?. ix. 8), which was early in the spring of the second 
year of the war. 

If Cleombrotus conducted this army from the isthmus bdfore 
the completion of l3ie waU, at what time did he do it? Not 
before the battle of Salamis; for at that time, his army was yet 
there (jETejpod viiL 71) : not at the tinje of the battle; for ihey 
were then engaged in another at the isthmus {Merod. viii. 74.) : not 
soon after the battle; for Herodotus informs us that they yet 
remained there. {Serod. Yiii. 123.) Neither could this eclipse have 
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happened after the army of Xerxes had fled ; for it happened at 
the time Cleombrotus was " offering a sacrifice to determine whether 
he should attack the Persians." {Serod, ix. 10.) But after the Per- 
sians had left, no Persians were there to attack. What absurdities 
fliose who place this eclipse in the first year of the war are driven 
to ! And yet, in S. Bliss's catalogue of eclipses, copied from Dr. 
Hales, this eclipse is placed in, the first year of the war, thus: 
*'BXJ.480, Oct. 2, aft. 2, digits 8, soon after the battle of Salamis." 

It is so dear, however, that this eclipse could not have happened 
as early as tiie 2d of October, B.C. 480, that most of the advojcatee 
of Ptolemy's canon seem to prefer passing it over in silence. For 
example : in the " Bible Companion" the battle of Salamis is dated 
on " the 20th of October." If that be the true date, the eclipse on 
the 2d of October of the same year could not have been after the 
battle. 

William Baloe says : "The festival of the mysteries of Ceres was 
celebrated on the 20th of the month Boedromion, which answers 
to our October." And the 20th day of the moon's age did on that 
year fell on the 28d of October. If Baloe is correct, — ^first, that 
the month "Boedromion answers to our October," and, second, that 
the celebration was " on the 20th of the month Boedromion," — ^then 
the celebration of the "mysteries of Ceres" came off on the 28d of 
October in that year. According to H^odotus, "the mysteries of 
Ceres" was celebrated on that year before the battle of Salamis. 
(Serod. viii.65) ; therefore, this eclipse could not have been after the 
battle, if as early as the 2d of October ; and as Cleombrotus left 
the isthmus at tbe time of the eclipse, it could not have been before 
the battle. 

Is not this positive proof that th.e eclipse of the 2d of October, 
B.C. 480, could not have been the one recorded by Herodotus ? 
And is not the error of Ptolemy now clearly exposed ? 

The next eclipse of the sun recorded in history took place at 
the beginning of the Peloponnesian War, and is thus introduced by 
Thucydidcs :•— "The same summer, at the beginning of a new luoar 
month (the only time at which it appears possible), the sun was 
eclipsed after midday, and became full again after it had assumed 
a crescent form, and afl;er some of the stars had shone out" 

The first year of the Pelopoxmesian War, according to Ptol^ay, 
was B.C. 431 ; and this eclipse is in S. Bliss's catalogue put down 
thus : " B.C. 481, August 8, aft. 5 ; 68, total." Excepting the quan- 
tity, this answers to the desciH^tioai of Thucydides, who saw the 
eclipse, and who says it was not total, but only " assumed a crescent 
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form." Ferguson's tables make it total ; and, according to them, 
the sun set 4 digits eclipsed; but Thucydides informs us that 
it "became full again." My tables eclipse 11 digits, which was a 
crescent form; and the eclipse ended about 28 minutes before 
sunset. This precisely corresponds with what is said of it by the 
historian. 

Having now traced Ptolemy'^ canon down to a point up to 
which it is by astronomical demonstration proven to be correct, 
it is unnecessary to go any farther ; so we shall now go back and 
inquire as to whether we can settle the correct Bible chronology. 



CHEONOLOGY ESTABLISHED. 

By the authority of that unerring Word of God from which 
"one jot or tittle" cannot "pass," we now intend to show the exact 
chronology of our Bible. We shall establish our position by 
astronomy; and thus put to silence those who oppose, or at least 
meet them on their own ground: for none doubt the truth-testing 
power of astronomy. 

In Daniel ix. 25, we read thus : " Know, therefore, and under- 
stand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks." Since both Jew and 
Gentile understand Daniel to mean 483 years, the only unsettled 
point is as to where they are to be commenced ; and all that has 
made thia a controversial point is that God in his wisdom sa-w 
proper to seal up the book of Daniel " until the time of the end :" 
for a plainer text cannot be found in the Bible. The book of 
Daniel was to remain sealed "until the time of the end;" and in 
ver. 25 of Chapter ix. is the key for the opening of the same to 
the understanding of those who shall live at the time of the end. 
To make this clear, let the reader first call to mind that Daniel has 
informed us that this vision was not intended for his own informa- 
tion, and Peter has also reminded us of the same fact: "No 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation" (2 Pet 
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i. 20); "for unto tlie prophets," ^ys he, "it was revealed that not 
nnto themselves, but utUo us they did minister the things whdch are 
now reportedr (1 Pet. i. 12.) 

With this light, it is plain that we are to receive that knowledge 
comnritted in charge to Daniel as something addressed to us, 
while Daniel is only the source through which that information is 
communicated : that is, we are to receive the words of the heav- 
enly messenger, jiot as something addressed to Daniel individu- 
ally, but something addressed to us collectively, while Daniel is 
our representative. 

In Daniel viii. we have recorded in a few words a large portion 
of the history of our world, which has only in part been ex- 
plained to our understanding ; for Daniel says : " And it came to 
pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for 
the meaning, then behold, there stood before me as the appear- 
ance of a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of 
Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to under- 
stand the vision." Kemember, that Daniel beiag only our repre- 
sentative, Gabriel is here by the authority of heaven commanded, 
not to make Daniel individually, but us collectively, understand 
this vision. Through Daniel he says to us : " Understandy son 
of man; for at the time of the end shall be the i>isionr (Ver. 7.) After 
telling us that the beast which he had seen in the vision repre- 
sented different kingdoms of the earth, he left, having only given 
us this much information, and told us that this vision was to reach 
to the " last end of the indignation^ (Yer. 19.) Hence, this* much is 
aU that any of us have ever been able to understand. " I was 
astonished at the vision, hut none understood itP (Ver. 23.) How is 
this? Has the God of heaven been disobeyed? This is haxd to 
believe ; yet we are compelled to admit it> if Gabriel does not 
open to our understandings the mystery of this vision ; for he and 
no other has been commanded to do it. Let us, therefore, again 
consult our representative, and see if we can get any additional 
information. " / heard,'* says Daniel, " hut I understood not : then 
said I, my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 
And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are closed up ana 
sealed till the tim^ of the encf." (xii. 8, 9.) It is therefore useless to 
inquire farther. We are here told to go our way ; that these things 
are " sealed up and closed till the time of the end :" and it is 
useless to try to frustrate the purpose of God by endeavoring to 
understand that which he, in his wisdom, has thought proper to 
conceal from us. Until the time of the end, we wiU have to 
4 
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content ourselves with understanding other portions of the Word 
of God. 

But before the angel Gabriel left, he informed us that at the 
"time of the end should he the vision?^ (viii. 17): and by referring to 
the " Signs of the Times," it will be seen that we are now living in 
the time of the end (see p. 28). We are, therefore, the very persons 
for whom the vision was intended : and if the " vnse shall under- 
stand,^^ may we not exercise faith to believe that Gabriel may yet 
obey the mandate of heaven, and open to us these things ? (Dan. 
viii. 16.) 

Then where is our representative : for it is now time to awake 
out of sleep. He is searching books (ix. 2) ; he is engaged in 
prayer (ver. 4) ; he knows that the angel Gabriel has been com- 
manded to explain these things to us; and he will not be put 
off. "I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplication, and sackcloth and ashes." Let us follow his example 
in searching books. Let us join him in prayer. Shall we be. less 
concerned for our welfare than he for us ? Eemember, the knowl- 
edge of the vision is for our benefit, not for his. Listen to his 
fervent appeals : " Lord, hear ; Lord, forgive ; Lord, hearken, 
and do ; defer not, for thine own sake, my God : for thy city and 
thy people are called by thy name." (ix. 19.) 

His effectual, fervent petition has reached heaven. God has 
heard. Behold! the winged messenger returns swiftly now: "Yea," 
says Daniel, "while I was speaking in prayer, even the man 
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being 
caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening 
oblation. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 
At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came 
forth, and I am come to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved: 
therefore, understand the matter, and consider the vision." (ix. 21-28.) 

Eemember that Daniel is only our representative, — ^that we are 
they who are to " understand the matter, and consider the vision." 
" kJnow, therefore, and UNDERSTAND," says this heavenly mes- 
senger to us, " that from the going forth of the commandment ta 
restore and build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince shall 
be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks." All now is 
plain. We have the necessary information; for the heavenly 
inessenger has obeyed the precept of heaven, — he has made us 
" UNDERSTAND THE VISION." (viii. 16.) That which was before a 
sealed book, is now opened; and we here discover the wisdom 
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and power of God. "0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God I how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out." (Eom* xi. 33.) 

This heavenly messenger does not say from the time some 
commandment shall be given: but "from the going forth of the 
commandment;" and, as if to direct our attention to the words 
used, he emphatically says, "KInow, therefore, and under- 
stand," or, as the Douay Bible has it,- "take notice." If, as 
directed, we "take notice," it will be observed "THE" supposes 
some commandment already framed which had not gone forth ; or 
at least it restricts us to the commandment with which Daniel 
was familiar. As this divine instructor does not first inform 
Daniel that a commandment would go forth, it would have been 
an abuse of language for him to have used the word "the," if 
he aUuded to any other. If it be true, then, that from the word 
of God "one jot or tittle shall not pass," we are necessarily bound 
to look for that commandment which Daniel knew was to go forth; 
and, in order to do this, we will first inquire who was to give it ; 
and, second, to whom i1^ was to be given. By reference to 1 Bsdras 
vii.4, we learn that it was not to be given by the kings of the 
earth, but by the God of heaven. We refer to Esdras instead of 
Ezra, because the word "commandment" of Cyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes, as mentioned in Ezra vi. 14, is not properly translated. 
In the original, the words used are different : the one translated 
"the commandment of the God of Israel," means a "royal decree 
or edict;" while "the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and 
Artaxerxes," means "Respect, permission, or consent," as properly 
translated in Esdras. 

In the next place, to whom was this commandment to be given ? 
Not to the Jews, — ^for they had no power to restore and build 
Jerusalem ; and it is required of a man to do acccording to that 
which he hath, and not that which he hath not. Had they pos- 
sessed this power, there would have been no use for a command- 
ment, as all they wanted was the privilege. As none possessed 
this power except the Kings of Babylon, and after them the 
Kings of Persia^ it is clear that this commandment must have been 
given to one of them. We must now ascertain to which one. 
" Thus saith the Lord, the King of Israel, who, as I shall call, and 
shall declare it and set it in order for me. Cyrus, he is my 
shepherd, and shall perform ALL MY pleasure: even saying to 
JerusaUmy Thou shalt be built ; and to the temple. Thy founda- 
tion shalt be laid (Isa. xliv. 6, 7, 28): and "I will direct all his 
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ways : he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives J^(Jstk. 
xlv.18.) 

We will now inqnire whether Cyrus ever received tiiis com- 
mandment ? " Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia, The Lord God 
of heaven .... hath charged me to bidld him a house at Jeru- 
salem." (Ezra i. 2.) Isaiah has not only informed us that this 
commandment was to be given by the Lord to Cyrus, but we have 
the acknowledgment from Cyrus that he received it ; and it is im- 
possible to evade the fact by saying that he has only acknowl- 
edged that he was commanded to build the temple ; for that was 
not only a part of Jerusalem, but constituted the most essential 
portion of the city ; and in the same verse through which he 
received the authority to build the temple, he is commanded to 
BUILD Jerusalem. (Isa. xliv. 28.) 

It now remains to ascertain the exact time at which the com- 
mandment went forth ; for we are not authorized to commence the 
sixty-nine weeks with the framing of it, but from the time it went 
into execution, which could not have been as early as the time at 
whieh it was framed, for that was many years before Cyrus was 
born. It was not before he conquered Babylon; for until then the 
Jews were subject to that kingdom : nor until after the death of 
Darius, the Median ; for up to that time Cyrus did not possess the 
fcdl power of obeying this commandment. But it went forth into 
f uU force soon after the death of Darius, — ^that is, " in the first year 
of Cyrus''(Ezra i. 1) ; and this could not have been later than the 
end of Jeremiah's seventy-yeaxs captivity : for the object of the 
commandment was "that the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be ftdfilled." (Ezra i. 1.) 

Ezra omits the proclamation of Cyrus for the building of Jeru- 
salem. But this apparent difficulty at once vanishes when we 
observe who was to give the comtmandm^it "and to whom it was to 
be given; for we here have the exact words: "even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built;" for saith ike Lord of Cyrus, 

"HE SHALL BUILD MY CITY, AND HE SHALL LET GO MY CAPTIVES." 

(Isa. xlv. 18.) By comparing Ezra i. 1-4 with vi. 34, we learn that 
he has not given us the fiill edict as issued by Cyrus ; but, the full 
copy having come down to us through Josephus, we find tiiat as 
much was said about building Jerusalem as the temple. Josephus 
not only declares that Cyrus "gave them leave to go b^ck to 
their own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem;" but, 
by virtue of that privilege, we find them employed on that very 
work. (See Ezra iv. 12.) This commandment, therefore, properly 
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went forth, accomplishing thfe object of its original design, when 
Cyrus, who was required "to restore and to build Jerusalem," 
having overthrown those nations to whom the Jews were in 
bondage, granted them the full privilege of restoring and building 
thddr city; for Josephus says, Cyrus "permitted them to have the 
same honor which they were used to have from their fathers ;" and 
they restored their former worship according to the law of Moses. 
(Ezra iii. 1-6.) So far from the least hint being in the Bible of 
"the Lord God of Israel" (1 Esd. vii. 4) ever commanding any one 
except Cyrus " to restore and to build Jerusalem," he " saith of 
Cyrus, He is my shepherd and shall perform all my pleasure" in 
this, " even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be bxiilt" (Isa. xliv. 28) ; 
for while Cyrus did in nothing else "perform all" the pleasure of 
the Lord, he did in this: for, saith the Lord, "he shall build my 
city and he shall let go my captives." (Isa^ xlv. 18.) 

Is it not strange that those who set themselves up as masters in 
Israel should, rather than admit the incorrectness of Ptolemy's 
canon, yet contend that there were three other commandments for 
the building of Jerusalem, and that Darius or Artaxerxes per- 
formed the most essential part of that pleasure of the Lord which 
he declared should be performed by Cyrus ? 

The one called a commandment, as given by Darius, was only a 
prohibition written to the adversaries of the Jews, who were trying 
to hinder them from accomplishing that which Cyrus had granted 
them the privilege of performing. It was thus : " Let the work 
of this house of God alone." (Ezra vi. 7.) Now, what is there about 
this which has any appearance of a command "to restore and build 
Jerusalem" ? 

The next edict is said to have been delivered by Artaxerxes 
Longimanus in the seventh year of his reign. So fkr from this 
having the least appearance of a coBftmand either to buUd Jeru- 
salem or any thing else, Ezra expressly says, "the king granted 
him all of his request." (Ezra vii. 6.) There is not a word here 
about Jerusalem, which had been built long before. Hence, those 
who date the sixty-nine weeks here have ingeniously evaded the 
expression, "to restore and to build Jerusalem," by telling us it 
must be taken in a figurative sense. But it is morally impossible 
to restriq/; the meaning of Gabriel to only a figurative sense with- 
out laying aside that imiversal and only rule by which we can 
ever make any sense of the Bible. We allude to the rule of 
gathering the meaning by the context and general scope of the 
subject. If suffered to depart from this rule, we can prove that 
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there is no God: "Yea> there is no (5od; I know not any." (Isa, 
xliv.8.) It is impossible by this rule to twist and strain the 
expression, "restore and to build Jerusalem," to mean only a 
second reformation which took place among the Jews seventy- 
nine years after they had been ftdly restored to their land. The 
angel enjoined upon Daniel to "Know therefore and understand 
that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem ;" and the only one that Daniel knew any thing 
of was the one as delivered in charge to Cyrus. As he died in 
"the first year of King Cyrus" (Dan.i2), it is certain that he 
never knew any thing of any other. But to put an end to this 
controversy, if it is "impossible for God to lie" (Heb.vi.l8), we 
are compelled to admit that Cyrus was not only commanded, " even 
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built" (Isa.xliv.28), but that 
he did build Jerusalem; for saith the Lord, "He shall build my 
city, and he shall let go my captives." (Isa.xlv.13.) And Daniel 
was informed that the sixty-nine weeks are to be commenced not 
at a commandment, but "from the going forth of THE command- 
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem." (Dan. ix. 25.) 

To him who can evade this, the word of Gt)d is of no worth. 
The sixty-nine weeks commence with "The going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem," which went forth 
(Ezra iv. 12) " in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia." (Ezrai.l.) 

While the book of Daniel remained sealed, it was supposed that 
God had left it to men to conjecture as to what command was 
meant, or which selection to make from those which are scattered 
over a period of from seventy-eight to one hundred and fourteen 
years, using their own choice as to the particular king in whose 
reign they would have it issued. And it is remarkable that, after 
taking this unbounded liberty as to the beginning of Daniel's 
prophetic dates, learned divines have been unable to get a single 
period in the vision to reach its proper end. For example : while 
the seventy weeks were too long for those who commenced them 
in the reign of Darius, those who preferred Artaxerxes found them 
thirty -two years too short td span the time as "determined upon** 
the "holy city." (Dan.ix.24.) The sixty-nine weeks are thirty 
years too long for those who use the reign of the latter king ; and 
those who prefer the former are the more perplexed, as they over- 
shoot the time at which the Messiah came by sixty-nine years, while 
the sixty-two weeks are deficient by seventeen years ; and those 
who begin the sixty-two weeks with the seventh of Artaxerxes 
want fifty-six years more to reach the time at which they say the 
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Messiah was cut off. To supply this deficiency, they borrow 
forty-nine years from that period which was to reach "the Messiah 
the Prince," and seven years more from Antichrist, "the prince" 
who was to "confirm the covenant with many for one week." 
(Dan. ix. 27.) In addition to these gross absurdities in sustaining 
Ptolemy's canon, in their writings they have been continually 
clashing with various authors both sacred and profane ; for their 
maxim was that "the canon of Ptolemy is not to be receded from 
for the authority of any other writing whatsoever." {Prideaux) 
But He who commanded the author, the least of all his servants, 
to " write the vision," would allow him no such liberty. Without the 
privilege of his own selection, " the going forth of the" one definite 
"comimandment" was pointed out. (Dan.ix.25.) Being allowed the 
ehoice of none, he was restricted to the reign of a particular king 
(Isa. xliv. 28) ; forbidden to contradict any of God's sacred writers 
(Rev. xxii. 18, 19), he was confined to the very letter or form of 
words used (2 Tim. i. 18), even to the jot and tittle. (Matt v. 18.) 
But, notwithstanding these narrow limits, we find that every part 
comes together like the portions of a wonderful piece of ma- 
chinery, previously constructed, but now for the first time properly 
connected. Behold 1 every prophetic date occupies its correct 
place, thus declaring the solemn truth that the sealed book of 
Daniel is now indeed opened. When the light first broke over 
the soul of the author, he, like Daniel, "fainted and was sick 
certain days." (Dan. viii. 27.) For knowing that the learned had 
for eighteen hundred years been vainly employing every effort of 
the intellect to pry into the mystery of this volume, he saw this 
could be no fancy dream, as it was clearly demonstrated that this 
book, which had been sealed, was now opened, turning "wise men 
backward," and making "their knowledge foolish." (Isa. xliv. 25.) 
We are no longer compelled to contradict both sacred and profane 
authors as our fathers have done, as if they were resolved to make 
the Bible and all ancient history give place to the authority of 
Ptolemy. 

That empty shadow called " a command to restore and to build 
Jerusalem," over which so much ado has been made, is simply 
this : — Xerxes having " stirred up all against the realm of Grecia" 
(Dan. xi. 2), his son, in the seventh year of his reign, making " a 
release to the provinces" (Esth. ii. 18), granted the Jews the privi- 
lege of returning home. (Ezra vii. 7.) 

The next one called a commandment was only a privilege granted 
Nehemiah to build the wall that enclosed Jerusalem. Nehemiah 
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expressly says, "the houses were not builded" (vii.4), — ^that is, not 
built by him, but by Cyrus about ninety years before ; for in the 
same verse be says, "the city was large and great," — and without 
houses there eould be no city. 

But, as the vision of Daniel was sealed up, our fathers are to be 
excused for holding views which are now so clearly incorrect. If 
we had no other reason for commencing the sixty-nine weeks at 
the first of Cyrus, the fiict that the vision was to be sealed up until 
the time of the aid is a sufficient reason ; for our fathers^ for hun- 
dreds of years, have commenced them at the last three so-called 
commandments. To show that no one has commenced them at the 
first of Cyrus, we will refer to Prideaux, who says : — " None who 
understand this prophecy to relate either to the cutting off, or the 
coming of the Messiah, do begin from the first of Cjrrus; for, 
according to this computation, no chronology can reconcile them." 

We have now said enough on this subject to convince all 
who are willing to receive the truth. As for those who are re- 
solved to " wander and perish," they would " in no wise believe 
though a man declare it unto them." (Acts xiii.41.) We cannot 
see how any one can be so actuated by prejudice as to examine 
the argument we have advanced, and yet believe that the sixty- 
nine weeks can be commenced anywhere but with the first of 
Cyrus. 

We shall now consider the following question : Where did the 
sixty -nine weeks end ? The angel did not inform Daniel that they 
were to end at the baptism of Christ, nor when he should enter 
on his ministry, or the Holy Spirit should be seen descending 
on him like a dove ; but, when " the Messiah the Prince" should 
appear. The day of his birth was the time at which he was intro- 
duced to DanieFs people as "Christ the Lord." (Luke ii. 11.) It 
was at this glorious introduction that the " multitude of the heav- 
enly host" were heard praising God, saying, " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." (Luke ii. 14.) 
"For behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people." (ii. 10.) As it was revealed unto Daniel that the 
sixty -nine weeks were to reach to "the Messiah the Prince," so it 
was revealed to Simeon "that he should not see death, before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ." (Luke ii. 26). When he had embraced 
the babe of Bethlehem, he did not crave to see his baptism, as if 
he thought that would be the time of the appearing of the prom- 
ised Consolation of Israel ; but, as if his every anxiety was now 
patisfied, he says, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
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peaoe, according to thy word: for mine eyes liave seen thy salva' 
vation, which thou hast prepared before the fece of all people ; a 
light to lighten the OentUes, and the glory of thy people Israel." 
When Herod "had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together," and " demanded of them where Christ should be 
bom," they answered, "In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet." (Matt. ii. 5.) No prophecy in the Bible 
speaks of the baptism of Christ as the time c£ the appearing of 
the Messiah. With one consent they all thus point to the babe of 
Bethlehem : "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name 
shall be called Wondeorfiil, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace." (laa. ix. 6.) 

The Messiah was to be of the house of David ; it was necesKoy 
titat he should be "made under the law to redeem them that were 
under the law ;" and necessary also that he should have a body. 
It was his birth, not his baptism, that made him of the house of 
David, placed him under the law, and gave him his body. Daniel 
was informed that the sixty-nine weeks were to reach to "the 
Messiah the Prince," who was "born King of the Jews" (Matt, 
ii. 2), in Bethlehem, and not in the river Jordan. Jf they reach to 
his baptism, they extend thirty years beyond the time he came 
into the world, and was introduced to Daniel's people as the 
Messiah: — "For unto you is born this day" (not thirty years 
hence) " in the city of David" (not in the river Jordan) " a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord." (Luke ii. 11.) Thus "when the fullness 
of time was come," or at the end of Daniel's sixty-nine weeks 
"God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
to redeem them that were under the law." (Gal. iv. 4.) Hence, the 
sixty-nine weeks can extend nowhere else but to the time when he 
was thus made of a woman. The only apparent authority for 
extending them to the baptism of Christ is that our fathers did so, 
which, indeed, is no authority at all ; for, as the vision of Daniel 
was to be sealed up until the time of the end, the fact of their 
thus extending them is a proof that they ought not to reach that 
period ; for, if they have been able to explain the vision of Daniel, 
then the book itself is false, as it professes to be sealed up till the 
time of the end. Hence, if as much authority existed for extend* 
ing the sixty-nine weeks to his baptism, as to his birth, this would 
be suflftcient to throw us back to the ^ime of his birth. That we 
can, consistently with the truthfulness of the book of Daniel having 
been sealed, extend them to the birth of Christ, we refer to 
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Prideaux, who says: — "For his coming here predicted must be 
interpreted, either of his coming at his birth, or of his coming on 
his ministry. No one saith it of the former, neither will the term 
of years predicted of it ever meet it there." 

It now remains to find the exact year of his birth. This having 
been already settled, we merely refer the reader to Luke ii.42. 
By noticing the date as placed in the margin of a reference Bible, 
it will be seen that Jesus was twelve years old, A.D. 8. Eight and 
four are twelve ; but, in crossing the Christian era, we must always 
diminish one : this, then, gives us the year B.C. 5, for the time of 
the birth of Christ. To which if we add 483 years, we will have 
B.C. 488 for the time of the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem. The seventy-years captivity, 
ending there, gives us the year B.C. 558 for the time of its begin- 
ning in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings xxiv. 12): 
and from the time of the captivity the Bible gives its own 
chronology back to the Creation.. So with the Creation we 
will now commence; and by the chronological dates, as given in 
our Bible, establish the true chronology, — the correctness of 
which we will prove by the records of those unerring astro- 
nomical demonstrations which, crushing Ptolemy's canon, opened 
the sealed book of Daniel to the understanding of our heavenly 
Father's children. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF OUR BIBLE 
ESTABLISHED. 



PEOPHETIO DATES, TYPES, AND SHADOWS, 
DISCLOSED. 

B.C. 4126. The Beginning of Creation. — At the time our 
Bible was written, tlie word month meant moon; for "the month 
is called after her name" (Ecclesiasticus xliii. 8) ; sftid since He who 
made the moon calls the month Abib "the first moniK^ (Lev. xxiii. 5), 
it follows that this was the first month of creation. Hence, he 
who made the sun and moon "for days and years" (Gen. i. 14) "to 
serve in their season for a declaration of times and a sign to the 
world," positively enjoins upon his people to use "the month 
Abib" (Ex. xiii. 4) as " the first month of the year^ (Ex. xii. 2.) And 
why? Because "this month is unto you the beginning of montlts,^ 
as it was the first month or moon of Creation. According to the 
chronological dates as found in our Bible, Creation commenced in 
the year B.C. 4126 ; and from Genesis i. 5, we learn that Creation 
began on the first day of the week ; and by calculation we find 
that the first day of the month Abib, in the year B.C. 4126, fell 
on the first day of the week, — that is, Sunday, April 30, O.S.. or 
March 29, N.S. Thus we prove by astronomical demonstration 
that Creation began on Sunday, March 29, B.C. 4126. 

All nations, from the time of the fall of man to that of the 
exodus, continued to reckon time from the fall of the year. 
With them the fifteenth day of the seventh month was the end of 
the year (Ex. xxiii. 16); from which we conclude that this was the 
day on which Adam fell, and the end of his first year in the garden 
of Eden. If so, the day he fell the moon began to wane, the 
leaves to fall, the xjhilling winds to howl ; the earth, laying aside the 
loveliness of spring, put on her wintry robe, — the emblem of 
death. 

59 
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The unhappy race of Adam continued to reckon time from tins 
epoch imtil "the time of the promise drew nigh," when the Lord 
enjoined it upon Israel, his "first-bom" to reckon time as at the 
beginning of creation ; that with them the first month should be 
the first month of the year. (Ex. 2ii.2.) 

Under that dispensation, which was " a shadow of good things 
to come" (Heb. x. 1), he, who from the time of the Ml W€ts to toil 
and live by "the sweat of his face," was required to "labor and do 
all" his "work" in "six days" and rest "the seventh day"(Ex.xx. 
9); from which we conclude that after six thousand years of toil 
and sorrow in this world, the true Israel shall rest during the mil- 
lennial sabbath. Thus our God, "declaring the end from the be- 
ginning" (Isa. xlvi 10), teaches his children that at the end of six 
thousand years the great sabbath of rest will begin. (Eev. xx. 4.) 
If to the year B.C. 4126 we add 1875 diminished by 1, we will 
have 6000. Therefore, on the 15th day of the seventh month in 
the year a.d. 1875, the world will be 6000 years old, reckoning 
from the fall of Hian ; or 6000 years, 6 months, and 14 days, from 
the beginning of Creation. 

The 15th of the seventh month in the year B.C. 4126 feU on 
Friday, October 5th, which was the sixth day of the week, — ^the 
same day on which man was formed of the dust of the earth, six 
months and nine days before. Within the limits of about two 
months before the fall of man, both the sun and moon wer,e 
eclipsed. 

A.M.1656. The Flood. — As Methuselah lived 969 years, the 
flood could not have commenced earlier than the 17th of the second 
month (Gren. vii. 11), in the year of the world 1666. According to 
Josephus (J.7i^.b.i,c.ui.s.3), this is the second month of the civil 
year, which is the eighth month of the sacred year ; and that they 
then began the year with the month Tisri will appear from Isaac 
having reaped the same year in which he sowed (Gen. xxvi. 12)^ 
which he could not have done had they commenced the year with 
the month Abib, as the Israelites did when they left Egypt. 

A.M.2085. Abraham gobs to Canaan. — "In the second month 
on the seventh and twentieth day of the month," in the year of the 
world 1657, "was the earth dried" (Gen. viii. 14); and if to this we 
add 427 years, we will have the 27th of the same month, in the year 
df the world 2084, for the time of the death of Terah. K we 
allow thirty days for Abraham to mourn for his father (Num. xx. 29)^ 
eighteen more to make arrangements to leave for the land of 
Canaan, we will have the 15th of Tebeth, the tenth month, for the 
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time Abraham left Haran. "Abraham was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran" (Qen.xii.4); "And 
after Abraham had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan," 
he took Hagar "to be his wife" (Gen. xvi. 3); "and Abraham 
was fourscore and six years old when Hagar bare Ishmael to 
Abraham." (Gten. xvi. 16.) From this it would appear that Abra- 
ham reached the land of Canaan in about three mcmths from 
the time he left H^ran. These three months bring us to the 
15th of Abib, whi<di was the day on which Abraham reached 
Canaan. (Ex.xii.41.) Josephus says, the Israelites "left Egypt on 
the month Xanctieus, in the 15th day of the lunar month, 480 
years after our father Abraham had come into Canaan ; but 215 
years only after that Jacob removed into Egypt" {Josephits h,ii. 
c.xv.s. 3.) A short time after Abraham reached the land of 
Canaan, the Lord appeared to him and said, " Unto thy seed will I 
give this land ;" and from this promise, Paul has 430 years to the 
giving of the law (Gal. iii. 17), which law was given " in the third 
month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the 
land of Egypt." (Ex.xix.l.) The Samaritan Pentateuch reads 
thus : " Now the sojourning of the children of Israel and of their 
fathers, which they sojourned in the land of Canaan and in the land 
of Egypt, was 430 years." (See Dr. Clark on Ex.xii.41.) These 
four months and odd days will be considered unworthy of notice 
by some ; but as the correctness of our tables are to be tested by 
astronomy, we must reduce them to the most exact precision by 
adhering strictly to the express language of inspiration. 

According to the chronology as given by Moses, the death of 
Terah was 427 years aft;er the flood. (Gen. xi. 10.) If full years, 
they bring us to the 27th of Marchesvan, A.M. 2084 ; and as Abraham 
reached Canaan on the 15th of Abib, those who place his going 
there in the year A.M;2084 have the chronology seven months and 
odd days short of the Mosaic account. 

A.M. 2515. The !Passovek. — The passover was first observed on 
Wednesday, April 4, N.S., or April, 18, o.s., B.C. 1611; and on the 
" morrow after the passover," which was Thursday the 15th of the 
first month, the Hebrews left the land of Egypt. (Num. xxxiii. 3.) 

B.C. 1611. The Sabbath given to Man. — ^In the year b.o. 1611, 
the new moon of the second month fell on April 19, at 26 m. after 
three in the morning, oil the meridian of Mount Sinai in Arabia. 
So the moon could be seen on the evening of the 20th of April ; 
hence, the first day of the second month was on April 21, and the 
loth fell on May 5, N.S., or 19, o.s. "And all the congregation 
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of the childr^i of Israel came xmto the wilderness of Sin on the 
15th day of the second month." (Ex. xvL 1.) This was on Satur- 
day, May 5. " At evening the quails came up and covered the 
camp and in the morning," May 6, which was Sunday, "the dew 
lay roimd about the host." (Ex.xvi.13.) And now the people 
were "to gather a certain rate every day" for six days (Ex. 
xvi. 26\ — ^that is, until Friday. " And it came to pass on the sixth 
day, they gathered twice as much bread." And Moses " said unto 
them. This is that which the Lord hath said, TJo-morrow is the rest 
of the holy sabbath imto the Lord." So the people rested on the 
seventh day, — ^that is, on Saturday, May 12. (Ex. xvi. 22, 23, 30.) 
Thus, the year B.C. 1611 is astronomically proven to be the year 
the children of Israel left the land of Egypt. To make this clear, 
it wiU be necessary to show that no other year within the limits 
of the dispute among chronologists will answer. As the ninth 
year of Joshua^ the third of David, the twelfth of Solomon, and 
the eighteenth of Josiah, were years of the jubilee, if we add or 
diminish here, it must be by entire cycles of forty-nine years. 
The following table shows the day of the week and month on 
which the 15th day of the Jewish second month fidls for the first 
year, through ten cycles of forty-nine years : — 



B.C. 


N.S 


. 


O.S. . 




1856 .... 


May 


11 .. 


.. May 26 


Tuesday. 


1807 .... 


it 


10 .. 


" 25 


Friday. 


1758 .... 


tt 


9 .. 


" 23 


Monday. 


1709 .... 


u 


7 .. 


"21 


Friday. 


1660 .... 


u 


6 .. 


"20 


Tuesday, 


1611 .... 


u 


5 .. 


« 19 


.... Saturday. 


1562 .... 


u 


4 ... 


" 17 


.... Tuesday. 


1513 .... 


u 


1 .. 


" 14 


Friday. 


1464 .... 


tl 


1 ... 


" 18 


Tuesday. 


1415 .... 


April 


30 ... 

1 _ _l. _ 


" 12 

i _ 1_ "1 _ 


.... Saturday. 

r» 1 ii 



Within the limits of the above table, which runs through a 
period of 441 years, 1611 and 1415 are the only two years on 
which the 15th of the second month falls on Saturday, — ^the only 
two years on which the Jewish sabbath falls on the 22d of the 
second month ; and as the year 1415 is too short, and the year 
1856 too long, it will be observed that this table runs through the 
limits of the dispute among chronologists, thus proving that 
B.C. 1611 was the year the Hebrews left the land of Egypt. 
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B.C. 1611. Manna the Type. — As the manna was a type ctf. 
Christ (Jolm vi. 48 ; Eev. ii. 17), the children o£ Israel gathering 
inanna for six days and resting on the seventh, seems "to be a 
sign" (Ezek. xx. 12) that the sons and daughters of Adam may 
gather the bread of life (John vi. 57) for 6000 years and rest on 
the seventh millennium or great sabbath, which remaineth for 
" the people of God" (Heb. iv. 9 ; Eev. xx.4:) ; and, as on the seventh 
day, there was no manna found, so it would appear that when 
6000 years shall have rolled around, the bread of eternal life will 
cease to be offered to man, — " the fullness of the Gentiles" will 
have come in. (Bom. xi. 25.) 

B.C. 1605. Sabbatical Year. — Under the Mosaic dispensation 
every seventh day was a sabbath, and every seventh year was a 
sabbatical year. (Lev. xxv. 4.) As this law was given the first 
year of their leaving the land of Egypt, it follows that the seventh 
year from that time was a sabbatical year. Since there was a 
positive law, enjoining it upon the Jews to begin their year with 
"the month Abib" (Bx.xiii. 4), saying, "This month shall be unto 
you the beginning of months : it shall be the first month of the 
year to you" (Ex. xii. 2), there need be no doubt as to what was 
the first month of this year. (See at the year B.C. 548.) 

B.C. 1571. End of the First Chastisement.— As a chastise- 
ment for disobedience, .the Lord "drove out the man from the 
garden of Eden" (Gren.,iii, 28, 24), the place of his inheritance. 
(Gen. ii. 8.) Man continued to wander in exile i^or 2555 years : at 
the end of which the sons of Abraham returned to the land of 
their inheritance, — "a land that floweth witl^ milk and honey." 
(Josh. V. 6.) 

When Israel was about to enter this land, the Lord promised to 
be with them on the condition of obedience : " And I will walk 
among you, and I will be your God^ and ye shall be my people. 
But if ye will not hearken unto -me, and will not do all these 
commandments, then I will punish you seven . times more for 
your sins." (Lev. xxvi. 12, 14, 18.) The expression "mote" as used 
here, saying, " I will punish you seven times more," declares that 
they had once been thus punished for their sins. According to 
oux table of chronology, in which we have followed the Hebrew, 
Moses'a "seven times" must mean a period of 2555 years; but 
according to the Septuagint, the interval between the fall of man 
and the time the Hebrews entered the land of Canaan was 8983 
years. This makes it necessary to look for some other rule by 
/which to ascertain the number of years in Moses's "seven times^" 
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which, if we can find, we shall be enabled to decide which is the 
correct chronology,— that of the Hebrew, or the Septuagint. 

That the expression "seven times" was the ChaWeaa term for 
seven years, we thus learn : "A holy one came down from heav^ 
and addressed a Chaldean king in the Chaldean language, thus : 
"Let seven times pass over him" (Dan. iv. 16); and while Daniel, 
in explaining this to the king, must «nploy such terms as were 
familiar to him, he uses the same expression, "seven times shall 
pass over thee." (Dan. i v. 25.) But, instead of "seven times," the 
Greeks used the expression, seven years. So, Josephus, who pTo^ 
fessed " to do no more than translate the Hebrew books into the 
Greek language," instead of "seven times" used the expression 
" seven years." {Ant. x. c. x. s. 6.) 

Now, the Chaldean year consisted of just 865 days : so, in seven 
Chaldean times, or years, there were 2555 days; — and "each day 
for a year shall ye bear yaur iniquity" (Num. xiv. 84) ; and 
according to the Hebrew chronology, the interval between the 
time of the fall of man and the time Israel entered the land of 
of Canaan was just 2555 years. This decides that the Hebrew is 
the correct chronology. (See more on this at the year B.C. 681.) 

B.C. 1571. The Seven- yeaes Service of Jacob. — ^As Hagar 
and Sarah were types of the "two covenants" (Gal.iv. 24), so the 
two wives of Jacob seem to be types of the same* Wh^i Jacob 
had "served seven years" (Gen. xxix. 20), for the one he loved, he 
received one whom he did not love (Gen. xxix. 81); so when he 
who "must work the work of him that sent" him (John ix.4), had 
thus been emploj^ for seven prophetic years, he received "a 
wife" which was not beloved. (Jer. iii. 20 ; Eom. ix. 13.) But Jacob 
served "yet seven otiier years" for the object of his love (Gen. 
xxix. 27) : from this may we not conclude that Christ will serve 
seven other prophetic years, and receive the object of his love, — 
"the bride, the Lamb's wife." (Eev.xxi.9.) The seven years 
during which Jacob served were spent in the service of I^ban, 
"the Syrian" (Gen. xxviii. 5), whose year consisted of just 865 days ; 
and the expression, " my days are fulfilled" ((Jen.xxix. 21)^ shows 
that the time was fulfilled to the day. So the period of time 
which Jacob served was 2555 days, answering to the 2555 years 
from the fall of man to the time " Israel after the flesh" (1 Cor. x. 18) 
entered the land of Canaan. Jacob's second service of "seven 
other years" seems to be dated from the time he openly mani- 
fested his displeasure with his first wife : " What is this thou hast 
done unto me?" (Gen. xxix. 25.) From this we may infer that 
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there must be just 2555 years from the time "the Lord removed 
Israel out of his sight" (2 Kings xvii. 23) — ^and thus manifested to 
all the world his displeasure towards that people— to the end of 
the service of Christ for the recovery of man. 

This happened "in the sixth year of Hezekiah" (2 Kings xviii. 10)^ 
B.C. 681. The Julian period for the year B.C. 681 is 4033, to which 
if we add 2555, we will have 6588, which is the Julian period for 
the year a.d. 1875. According to this type, the last service for 
the redemption of man ends in A.D. 1875. 

B.C. 1570. Sabbatical Year. — That the year B.C. 1570, or the 
second year after the children of Israel entered the land of Canaaju 
was a sabbatical year, we learn from Joshua viii. 35 : " Moses com- 
manded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the 
solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, when 
all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in the place 
which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in 
their hearing" (Deut. xxxi. 10, 11); and "there was not a word of 
all that Moses commanded which Joshua read not before all the 
congregation of Israel. (Josh. viii. 35.) 

B.C. 1565. Division of the Land. — Says Dr. Clark: Joshua 
" spent about seven years in the conquest of the land, and is sup- 
posed to have employed about one year in dividing it." (See on 
Josh X. 1.) As Caleb's forty-five years end? about August^ 1565 
(Num. xiii. 21, 23), it would appear that they spent one year and 
six months in dividing the land! This brings us to the sabbatical 
year 1563, which was also the year of jubilee, during which they 
returned unto their possession. 

B.0.1563. FiBST Jubilee. — ''The Lord spake unto Moses," 
"saying. When ye come into the land which I shall give you, 
then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the Lord." (Lev. xxv. 1, 2.) 
The falling of the walls of Jericho, and the ruin of the city Ai, 
throwing terror over the inhabitants of the land, the Israelites 
were enabled to observe in" peace and quietness a sabbatical year on 
the second year of their entering the promised land, at which time, 
in obedience to their law, they "read all the words of the law." 
(Josh. viii. 34.) "When all the kings which were on this side 
Jordan" "heard thereof (Josh.ix. 1), — that is, heard that the 
Hebrews were reading their law and observing a sabbatical year, 
in which they did not go forth to battle («7()5e.J.n^* xiii. c.Yii^s..l), 
" they gathered themselves together to fight with Joshua (Josh.ix:.2); 
but, on learning that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel, and were among them, they feared greatly, because- Gibeon 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 THE BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED. 

was a great city." (Josli. x. 1, 2.) It accordingly appears tliat the He- 
brews were not molested during this sabbatical year : the land, there- 
fore, kept the first sabbath in the year 1570. Now, from this, their 
first sabbath, the law required, saying: "Six years thou shalt sow 
thy field, but in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the 
land, a sabbath for the Lord" (Lev. xxv. 4); and, at the time of this 
second sabbath, "thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto 
thee, seven times seven years ; and the space of the seven sabbatlis 
of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. Then" (in this 
forty-ninth year) " shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to 
aound, on the tenth day of the seventh month" (Lev. xxv. 8, 9) : 
and "In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man unto 
his possessions." (Lev. xxv. 13.) Hence, those who received their 
inheritance on the east of Jordan, eight years before the jubilee, 
were forbidden to go to their possession "until the Lord hath 
given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you; and imtil 
they also possess the land which the Lord your God hath 
given them beyond Jordan;" and then, "In the year of this 
jubilee" (Lev. xxv. 13) "shall ye return every man imto his pos- 
session which I have given you." (Deut. iii. 20.) Therefore, at the 
time of this jubilee, Joshua said to them. " Now return ye, and get 
you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan." 
(Josh. xxii. 4.) "And the Lord gave them rest round about," 
insomuch that, during this sabbatical year of jubilee, " there stood 
not a man of aU their enemies before them." (Josh. xxi. 44.) " The 
land had rest from war." (Josh.xiv.l5.) 

B.C. 1563. End of the year of Jubilee. — As this year com- 
menced with the 10th day and the forty-ninth sabbatical year, it 
•must end on the 10th day of the seventh month in the fiftieth 
year; for its duration was one year: "ye shall hallow the fiftieth 
year." (Lev. xxv. 10.) For this reason, it was imnecessary for the 
Bixth year before the jubilee to yield a larger supply of bread 
than for the ordinary sabbatical year. Had the sabbatical year 
comcmenced with the seventh month, as did the jubilee, then a supply 
for two years would have been sufficient for the Seventh-year 
Sabbath ; but as it commenced with the month Abib (see at the 
year 1605), it Was necessary for the supply of the sixth year to be 
sufficient for three years (Lev. xxv. 21); for the autumn of the 
eighth year was the earliest period at which they could sow their 
grain, and they could not reap it before the spring of the ninth. 
(Lev. xxv:. ^22.) As the year of jubilee commenced in the seventh 
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year, and ended on the lOth of tlie seventh month of the eighth 
year, it interfered in no way with their crops ; and it ended early 
enough for them to sow their grain ; for the law enjoined it upon 
them to "sow the eighth year." (Lev. xxv. 22.) 

B.C.1563. The Antitype of the Jubilee. — That law, from 
which " one jot or one tittle" cannot pass away " till all be fdlfiUed'' 
(Matt. V. 18), required, saying, "In the year of this jubilee ye shall 
return every man to his possession" (Lev. xxv. 13) ; yet it appears 
that during this jubilee, only t^o tribes, "and the half tribe of 
Manassah" returned imto the land of their possession. (Josh.xxii.4:.) 
" There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed" (Josh.xiii. 1): 
for though the other tribes had their land divided to thfem by lot 
it was yet in the hands of the Canaanites. Hence, this law, "ye 
shall return every man unto his possession" (Lev. xxv. 13), remaineth 
to be fulfilled by him who came to fulfill the law (Matt. v. 17) ; and 
since the Jubilee Sabbath, under the Mosaic dispensation, was but 
"a shadow of things to come" (Col.ii.l7), we are unable to dis- 
cover how the law can be accomplished but in that of the true 
Israel's returning unto their everlasting possessions, in the year of 
the world's great jubilee. "If Joshua had given them rest," if 
the law concerning the matter had received its accomplishment 
here, "then would he not afterwards have spoken of another day;" 
but now he hath spoken of another : " There remaineth therefore 
a rest" (keeping of the Sabbath) "to the people of God." (Heb. 
iv. 8, 9.) From Leviticus xxvi. 43, we learn that the land was to 
"enjoy her sabbaths while she lieth desolate without them ;" and 
seventy years was the interval in which the land enjoyed her sab- 
baths ; " for as long as it lay desolate, it kept sabbath to fulfill three- 
core and ten years." (2 Chron. xxx vi. 21 .) If the law was fdfiUed 
in a rest of seventy years, then there must be just seventy, jubilees 
to answer the end of the law ; for the sabbath of the jubilee was a 
rest of one year. In seventy jubilees there are 3430 years ; and 
the first jubilee was in the year B.C. 1563. The Julian period for 
the year 1563 is 3151 ; and if we add 3430 to 8151, we will have 
6581, which is the Julian period for A.D. 1868. Thus, apparently, 
the year 1868 will be the world's last jubilee. 

B.C. 1547. Joshua's Death. — Joshua " died, being a hundred 
and ten years old" (Josh. xxiv. 29), which, according to Josephus 
was twenty-five years after the death of Moses, (Jbse.b.v.c.i. s.29.. 
As this twenty -five years adds eighteen to the age of Joshua after 
the time he is called "old and stricken in years" (Josh.xiii. 1), it 
appears to be a period long enough ; and as it makes Joshua forty 
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five years old at the time lie is called "a young man" (Ex.xxxiii.11)^ 
we cannot reasonably make it less, as all we take from the twenty- 
five years, we add to the age of Joshua when called "2^ young 
man," and also diminish that period which Joshua called " a, long 
time." (Josh.xxiii. 1.) Josephus cannot be &r from the tputh 
here ; but should there be an error, it will be corrected by the 
forty-i^ne years cycle, or the year of jubilee. 

B.C. 1546. The Anarchy.— "After the death of Joshxu^," says 
Josephus, "for eighteen years in all, the mxdtitude had no settled 
form of government, but were in an anarchy ; after which they 
returned to their former government." {Ant. Yi.G,r,s A.) The 
cycle of ^orty-nine years to the year of jubilee proves that Jo- 
sephus is here correct. (See "Table of Chronology.") 

B.C. 1528. The First Servitude. — "The children of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the Lord ;" " therefore the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushan- 
rishathaim" (Judg.iii. 8) during their sabbatical year, at which time 
they did not fight. {Jose, Ant. xiii. c. viii. s. 1.) 

B.C. 1528. Beginning of Judges. — Some writers on chronology 
date the commencement of Paul's 450 years from the division of 
the land by Joshua, because that was the last circumstance men- 
tioned by the apostle. It must be observed that Paul was not 
giving a connected chronology of the world, but only alluding to 
historical matters of fact, — one of which was that the Lord " gave 
them judges, about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until 
Samuel the prophet." (Acts xiii. 20.) As the 450 years measure 
the time of the judges to that of " Samuel the prophet," they cannot 
begin before the time of the judges. As that time did not com- 
mence before the division of the land (Acts xiii. 19, 20), we learn 
that Joshua was not included as one of them. And as Joshua, %t 
the time of his death, "let the people depart every man unto his 
inheritance" (Josh. xxiv. 28), without appointing over them any 
particular judge, or ruler, the time of the judges did not commenciB 
a$i early as the time of his death. And for some length of time 
after the death of Joshua, they were yet without a judge to "lead 
the armies of the people;" hence, "the children of Israel asked 
of the Lord, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaan- 
ites ;" and having at this time no judge to lead their armies, "the 
Lord said, Judah shall go up." (Judg. i. 2.) Since there was no 
change of government from the death of Joshua to the time the 
Lord " sold them into the hand of Chushan-rishathaim" (Judg. iii. 8), 
jihe time of the judges could not have commenced earlier than that 
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epocli ; for Othniel (Judg. iii. 9) being the fitst judge Whose name is 
i*eeorded either in sacred or profane history as a rider of Israel, 
where is the authority for commencing the time of the judges 
before his day ? The time of the judges, from this epoch to the 
judgeship of Samuel the prophet, was 450 years ; and Paul says, the 
Lord " gave unto them judges, about the space of four hundred and 
fifty years, until Samuel the prophet." (Acts xiii. 20.) Josephus also 
dates the commencement of the judges here. He says : " In the 
days of Moses and his disciple Joshua, who was their general, 
they continued under an aristoctacy; but after the death of 
Joshua, for eighteen years in all, the multitude had no settled form 
of government, but were in an anarchy ; after which they returned 
to their former government, they then permitting themselves to be 
judged by him who appeared to be the best warrior, and most 
courageous; whence it was that they called this interval of their 
government^ The Judges." {Ant. vi. c. v. s. 4.) 

B.C. 1462. The Era of Ehud. — With this epoch — ^that is, with 
the eighty-years rest, during the judgeship of Ehud — ^the Israelites 
commenced a new era. (See Dr. Clark on this subject.) This epoch 
is proven to be the one with which this new era conmienced by 
the apostle Paul having assigned 450 years for the duration of the 
time of the judges to that of Samuel the prophet. 

B.C. 1078. " Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh ;" 
and to this the commencement of Samuel's judgeship there are just 
450 years from the time of Othniel their first judge. Hence, Paul 
and the book of Judges are in exact harmony. (Acts xiii. 20.) 

B.C. 1024. The Eleventh Jubilee.— As Ish-bosheth, Saul's 
son, lived seven years and six months after the death of his father. 
We are unable to account for the authot of the second book of 
Samuel allowing him but two yjears (2 Sam.ii. 10); but upon the 
supposition of David's having been duly anointed king (1 Sam. 
xvi. 1, 13) by the God of Israel, the kingdom was properly his as 
soon as Saul was removed ; for, though Saul's Son fell heir to the 
kingdom at the death of his father, it must "go out'^ "in the 
jubilee" (Lev. xxv. 28) ; for " in the year of this jubilee ye shall 
return every man unto his possession." (Lev. xxv. 13.) The author 
of the second book of Samuel only allows for the reign of Saul's 
son that number of years which brings him to the year of jubilee : 
at which time, according to their law, his heirship ended. Thi^ 
proves that the third year of David was a year of the jubilee. 

6.C. 983. The 480th year of the Era of Ehud. — ^Accord- 
ing to the punctuation of our English Bible, we would at first 
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conclude, from 1 Kings vi. 1, that Solomon commenced building 
the temple on the 480th year from the time Moses led the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt. But this verse will admit of 
two constructions :—;^r5^, that this was the 480th year from the 
time Moses led the Israelites from Egypt ; second, that it was in 
the 480th year of the era of Ehud. If the Hebrews were at that 
time using the era of Ehud, it is natural to suppose they would 
date by this era ; and by examining our table of chronology, it 
wiU be seen that the fourth year of Solomon synchronizes with the 
480th year of the era of Ehud ; but the fourth yeay of Solomon, 
according to the same table^ was 628 years from the time Moses 
led Israel from Egypt. Josephus must have understood this to be 
the "four hundred and eightieth year" of the era of Ehud; for, 
according to his calculation, it was 592 years from the time Moses 
led Israel from Egypt. That Paul understood this to be the "four 
hundred and eightieth year" of the era of Ehud, he affirms that 
the time of the judges to that of Samuel the prophet was 450 
years, which could not be had it been only 480 years from the 
leaving of Egypt to the fourth year of Solomon's reign. David 
" could not build a house imto the name of the Lord his God, for 
the wars which were about him on every side." (1 Kings v. 3.) 
Hence, Solomon, in order to secure "rest on every side" (1 Kings v. 4), 
imtil he had accomplished the great work, "made affinity with 
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, and 
brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of 
building." (1 Kings iii. 1.) As he, at this time, brought out of 
Egypt " horses for all the kiiigs of the Hittites and for the kings 
of Syria," also merchandize of " linen yarns" for " the king's mer- 
chants" (2 Chron. i. 16, 17), a large number of the Israelites must 
have gone with him to celebrate his marriage in Egypt. The time 
was " at the end of three years" (1 Kings ii. 39), hence, during 
" the fourth year of Solomon's reign," which synchronizes with 
the 480th year of the era of Ehud. And they did not commence 
building the temple until " after the children of Israel were come 
out of the land of Egypt." (1 Kings vi. 1.) "And it came to pass 
in the four hundred and eightieth year," — ^that is, the 480th y^ar 
of the era of Ehud, — "after the children of Israel were come out 
of the land of Egypt," — ^that is, those of Israel who had just 
returned from the celebration of Solomon's marriage in Egypt, — 
"in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel," " he began to 
build the house of the Lord." (1 Kings vi.i.) That the reader 
may have no doubt that the author of the first book of Kings 
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could not have meant the 480th 


year from the time Moses led the 


children of Israel from the land of Egypt, we will here add a table 


giving the interval between the time : — 
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ix. 22 




3 
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Jephthah 
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Elon 
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Abdon 
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Sixth Servitude 
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Eli 




1 Sam. iv. 18 




. 40 


Seventh Servitude 
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vii. 2 
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Saul 




Acts 


xiii. 21 




.. 40 


David 




2 Sam. V. 4 




. 40 


Solomon 




1 King vi. 1 




4 


Total 






« 




. 580 



From the exodus to the building of the temple, the dates as 
given in the Bible make 580 years, without allowing any time 
either for Joshua after the division of the land, for the anarchy 
aftier the death of Joshua to the First Servitude, or for Samuel the 
prophet. Josephus allows for the government of Joshua twenty- 
five years, the anarchy eighteen years, and the judgeship of Samuel 
the prophet twelve years. Though Josephus has given us a 
correct copy of what he found in books then extant, he has here 
made a slight mistake, — not in copying, but in his omissions ; for, 
as we have before observed, the Bible dates make 580 years. 
Josephus makes it 592 by adding twelve years for the judgeship of 
Samuel; but he seems here to have forgotten the twenty-five 
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years which Joshua governed Israel, and the eighteen years of the 
anarchy. If we allow Josephus to correct himself we must to this 
592 add 25 years for the goyemment of Joshua, and 18 for the 
anarchy, which make 635 ; and from this we must subtract 6, — 
for the 6 years to the division of the land is included in the 25, — 
and 6 froii 636 leave- 629 ; but these are years current : to make 
them years complete, we must reduce 1, which leaves 628 for Jo- 
sephus's period of time from the leaving of Egypt to the building 
of the temple, as corrected by his dates. 

B.C. 975. The Thirteenth Jubilee. — The temple was com- 
pleted in "the eleventh year" of Solomon's reign. ''The dedica- 
tion did not take place till the following year, the twelfth of 
Solomon," because, accol*ding to Usher, that was the Jubilee. We 
know not what authority Bishop Usher and others had for be- 
lieving the twelfth of Solomon was a year of the jubilee ; but we 
can draw many good reasons from the Bible for believing they 
were correct in this. As "the house was finished" in "the 
eighth month," "in the eleventh year" of Solomon's reign, it i3 
impossible to account for its not being dedicated until the seventh 
month of the following year — ^that is, not until eleven months 
after it was completed — ^but upon the supposition that they were 
awaiting the coming jubilee. 

B.C. 925. The Eeign of Nadab commenced in "the second year 
of Asa," and reached its end " in the third of Asa, King of Judah." 
(1 Kings XV. 25, 28.) He must have reigned one year, conjointly 
with his fethfer. 

B.C. 901. The Eeign op Elah. — Elah's first year began "in 
the twenty-sixth of Asa," and reached its end "in the twenty- 
seventh of Asa," (1 Kkigs xvi. 8, 10.) His reign was mostly in 
conjunction with his father. 

B.C. 900. The Eeign op Tibni and Omei. — "In the twenty 
and seventh year of Asa, King of Judah," Zimri slew Elah, the King 
of Israel ; and when he had reigned " seven days," the armies of 
Israel, which were at that time absent, "heard say, Zimri hath 
conspired, and hath also slain the king: whereupon all Israel 
made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in 
the camp." (1 Kings xvi. 10, 15, 16.) After the death of Zimri, 
" Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts : half of 
the people followed Tibni, to make him king, and half followed 
Omri." (1 Kings xvi. 21.) But at the end of three years, " Tibni 
died, and Omri reigned." This was in the thirty-first of Asa 
(1 Kings xvi 22, 23) ; and when he had reigned about five years^ 
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ityftppears that lie associated a man by the name of Baasha with 
him in the kingdom : this was " in the six and thirtieth year of 
the reign of Asa." (2 Chron. xvi. 1.) 

B.C. 891. The EeIgk of Baasha.-— As "there was war between 
Asa and Baasha, King of Israel, all their days" (1 Kings Xv. 16), 
Baasha did not live more than about one year ; for it is cleur that 
this war was soon brought to a close. (1 Kings xv. 16-21.) In 
thus transferring the kingdom to Baasha for one year, Omri's 
object apparently was to use this means of continuing the War 
through the Jewish sabbatical year, which he had commenced in 
the thirty-fifth of Asa (2 Chron. xv. 19), which was the Jewish sixth 
year ; hence, the thirty-sixth was the seventh year. As the Jews 
did not fight during this year, Asa procured the services of the 
King of Syria. (1 Kings xv. 18.) After the death of Baasha, Orari 
reigned one year more alone, making six in which he had thus 
reigned out of the seven he had been on the throne. 

B.C. 889. The Eeign of Ahab. — In the eighth year of Omri's 
reign, — ^the thirty-eighth of Asa, — he associated his son 'Ahab with 
him in the kingdom. Hence, out of the twelve years he was in 
possession of the kingdom, he reigned only " six years" alone, " in 
Tirzah." (1 King's xvi. 23.) 

B.C. 884. Sabbatical Year. — From 2 Chronicles xvii. 7-10, it 
would appear that the third year of Jehoshaphat was a sabbatical 
year ; but, according to our table of chronology, the second year 
of his reign, synchronizes with the sabbatical year. This difficulty 
may be easily removed by supposing that his reign commenced as 
early as the seventh month of "the fourth year of Ahab, king 
of Israel." (1 Kings xxii.41.) 

B.C. 869. The Eeign of Ahaztah. — When Ahab, King of 
Israel, and Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, were about to engage in 
the war against the Syrians (1 Kings xxii. 4), Ahab placed Ahaziah, 
his son, on the throne, to "reign over Israel," and Jehoshaphat, 
King of Judah, also placed Jehoram, his son, on the throne of 
Judah, until their return from the war. (2 Kings i. 17.) In about 
two years from this time Ahab was slain, when " Ahaziah, his son" 
took full possession of the kingdom, — a short time after which he 
died. (2 Kings i. 2, 17.) 

B.C. 868. — Jehoeam, the Son of Ahab, began to reign in the 
eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat (2 Kings iii. 1), which was "the 
second year of Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat." (2 Kings i. 17.) 

B.C. 863. The Eeign of Jehoram. — In the twenty-third year 
of Jehoshaphat, which was " the ilftli of Joram," he associated his 
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son Jelioram with him in the kingdom. Though we have had so 
many similar associations, this is the first one thus mentioned, (See 
2 Kings viii. 16.) 

B.C. 782. The Eeign op Amaziah. — "Amaziah, the son of 
Joash, King of Judah, lived after the death of Joash, King of Israel, 
fifteen years," at which time " they made a conspiracy against him 
in Jerusalem ; and he fled to Lachish," where he seems to have re-, 
mained concealed twelve years ; afl;er which " they sent to Lachish, 
and slew him there." (2 Chron. xxv. 25, 27.) So Azariah's reign 
commenced in "the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam, King of 
Israel" (2 Kings xv. 1), or B.C. 770. 

B.C. 758. The Prophecy op Amos. — As the Seventh-year Sab- 
bath was the only one that ended with the appearing of the new 
moon, or with the end of the Jewish month, the prophecy of Amos 
must have been made during the sabbatical year (Amos viii. 5) ; 
and the expression, "When will the new moon be gone?" or, 
according to the Douay Bible, "When will the month be over" 
(Amos viii: 5), shows that it was during the last month of the 
sabbatical year. It was also two years before the end of the reign 
of Jeroboam ; for two years after the prophecy was delivered, the 
earthquake happened (Amos i. 1), when Jeroboam fled jfrom the 
kingdom. (Zach. xiv. 5.) 

B.C. 755. An Eclipse of the Sun. — Two years after the 
prophecy of Amos, there was a great earthquake (Amos i 1), 
called the trembling of the land. " Shall not the land tremble for 
this ? And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God," 
— that is, on the same day of the trembling of the land, or the day 
of the earthquake, — "that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 
and I will darken the earth in the clear day." (Amos viii. 8, 9.) 
A. Clark says, " This may either refer to that darkness which ac- 
companies earthquakes, or to an eclipse;" but Bishop Usher, 
Dr. Hales, and others, understand it to be an eclipse of the sun. 
We are unable to see how it can answer to any thing short of a 
total eclipse of the sun. It is never said that the sun is down when 
behind a cloud ; but when it is hidden from us by the revolution 
of the earth, we then say it is down, although it still occupies 
thie same place in the heavens, and gladdens with its brightness 
another portion of our globe. Then, why may we not as properly 
say the sun is down when it is totally eclipsed, or hid from our 
view by the moon? That there was an actual trembling of the 
land, — a real earthquake, — all adinit. If the expression regardiag 
the earthquake be taken literally, why should we apply another 
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rule when the sun is spoken of. The sun was to go down at the 
middle of the day on which the earthquake occurred, while the 
light of that people did not go down or pass away untU more than 
eight hundred years after. It is added, " and I will darken the 
earth in the clear day." (Amos viii. 9.) This settles two points: 
first, that the going down of the sun cannot be taken in a figurative 
sense, but must refer to the darkening of the earth on that par- 
ticular day; secondly, that this darkness could not have been 
caused by a cloud. Hence, there must have been a total eclipse of 
the sun at Samaria on that day. The eclipse was to happen on the 
day of the earthquake, which was at the end of the forty-first year 
of Jeroboam (Amos viii. 8 ; Zach. xiv. 5 ; 2 Kings xiv. 23) ; it was 
two years after the sabbatical year (Amos viii. 5 ; i. 1) ; the speci- 
fied hour and minute was at the middle of the day (Amos viii. 9), 
— not the middle of the artificial day, or "at noon," as our trans- 
lators have it, but at the middle of the natural day, or twelve hours 
from sunset; for while the sun, according to the Douay translation, 
was to " go down at midday," this midday darkness was to be in 
the morning. (Amos iv. 13.) As we have here not only the exact 
year during the reign of the Kings of Israel, but also the particular 
date, reckoning from the last sabbatical year, and even the exact 
hour and minute of the day, we may well say it is impossible to 
counterfeit this eclipse. Hence, it must prove either that our chro- 
nology is strictly correct or erroneous. Bishop Usher, Dr. Hales, and 
others, suppose that the eclipse foretold by Amos occurred B.C. 791. 
We may here remark that by their chronology this was six years 
before the end of the forty-first year of the reign of Jeroboam, 
while the Bible places it at the end of his forty-first year. Besides, 
it was at the end of the day ; while the eclipse, as predicted by 
Amos, was to be at "midday" (Amos viii. 9), — ^that is, the middle 
of the natural day, which was in the morning. (Amos iv. 13.) In 
addition, our astronomical tables show that it l3egan ten minutes 
after sundown : hence, could not have been seen in Samaria. " 

According to our chronology, the forty-first year of Jero- 
boam's reign in Samaria ended B.C. 755. This was the Jewish 
third year; hence, two full years from their last sabbatical 
year. By calculation, on July 9th, N.S., or the 16th, o.s., B.C. 755, 
there was a total eclipse of the sun in Samaria. On July 8th, the 
sun set at five minutes after seven, at which time the day, according 
to Jewish reckoning, commenced (Lev. xxiii. 32 ; Mark i. 32); and 
as twelve hours from the beginning of the day bring us to the 
middle, this gives us five minutes after seven in the morning for 
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the middle of that day at which time the sun did "go down" 
behind the moon ; and, according to our astronomical tables, the 
middle of this eclipse — at which time the sua was darkened by the 
moon — was exactly at five minutes after seven in the morning, — 
the exact middle-point of the day, according to Jewish reckoning. 
And does not this, being found in such exact harmony with every 
other portion of Bible Chronology, as proven by astronomy, defi- 
nitely settle the correctness of our chronology, — ^found in harmony, 
we say, with other portions of Bible Chronology ; for we had written 
our table of chronology before we thought of this eclipse ; and as 
it is found in the right year, we have not altered our chronology a 
single day to reconcile it with this eclipse. Concerning the eclipse 
of 791, Dr. Hales remarks : — "Such a curious coincidence of astro- 
nomical computation with prophecy affords a strong presumption, 
bordering on certainty, that the clifonology of the reigns of the 
Kings of Israel is here rightly assigned." K an eclipse, with all 
of the above-mentioned objections — one which cannot be made at 
all by those tables with which we make all other eclipses — be con- 
sidered as evidence of the correctness of chronology, how clear must 
be the proof of the one we have found, answering not only to the 
year, but to the hour and minute at which it was foretold it should 
occur. Since it is impossible to find another eclipse of the sim 
answering to the exact year, hour, and minute, as pointed out by 
Amos, this does appear to prove to absolute certainty that our 
chronology here is strictly correct. By the errors into which 
Ptolemy fell, the book of Daniel has been sealed; but, by the 
\inerring authority of heaven, it is now opened. 

A total eclipse of the sun resembles its "going down." In 
speaking of the eclipse of 1729, Dr. Stukely says : — " On each side 
the horizon exhibited a blue tint, like that at the close of day. 
Scarcely had we time to count ten, when Salisbury spire, six 
miles to the south, was enveloped in darkness. The hill disap- 
peared entirely, and the deepest night spread around us. We 
lost sight of the sun, whose . . . trace we could now no more dis- 
cover than if it had never existed. . . . The whole picture pre- 
sented an awfiil aspect that seemed to announce the death of 
nature. We were now involved in a total and palpable darkness. 
... It was the most awful sight I had ever beheld in my life." 
Alluding to the eclipse of 1560, Clavins remarks : — " The darkness 
. . . was greater, or at least more striking, than that of night, and 
the birds fell to the earth through terror." After these descrip- 
tions of a total eclipse of the sun, we ask how Amos and Jeremiah 
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(xv. 9) could, in as few words as they have used, have described one 
more ftdly. Writers use the language of the people among whom 
they live. As late as the day of Herodotus, the expression, " a 
total eclipse of the sun" was unknown. He thus describes one: — 
"Day was suddenly turned into night. This change of the day 
Thales had foretold." This proves that the expression, "a total 
eclipse of the sun," to convey an idea of its being thus obscured, 
was unknown at that day. Herodotus describes another, thus : — ' 
'^ The sun, quitting his seat in the heavens, disappeared, though 
there were no clouds, and the air was perfectly serene, and. night 
ensued instead of the place of day." Suppose Amos had said, 
"The sun shall be eclipsed." How could the people of that age 
have known what he meant? or how could we tell whether he 
meant a total eclipse, or a partial one ? Or suppose he had used 
the expression, " There shall be a total eclipse of the sun." Then 
you might explain his language away by saying, " The light of 
that people was totally eclipsed when Jeroboam with all the 
people of Samaria were on the day of the earthquake frightened 
from the kingdom." (Zech. xiv. 5.) But since he said, " I will cause 
the sun to go down at midday, and I will darken the earth in a 
clear day" (Amos. viii. 9), there is no room left to explain his words 
away by saying this must be understood in a figurative sense. For 
if by the expression, " sun," we are here to xmderstand the clear 
light beaming through the law of the Lord, then by " clear day" 
we must understand a fall submission or perfect obedience to that 
law; therefore, to take this in a figurative sense, would be to 
charge the Lord with taking the light of his favor from that people 
at "midday," or the time of their most perfect obedience, — ^that he 
would "darken the earth" or the mind of his people "in the clear 
day," or at the time they were of all others the most devoted to 
his service. This is about the construction those must put upon 
this text who will admit that Amos meant something, and yet that 
tbe something was not an eclipse of the sun. But the words, "that 
day," which limit the time of the going down of "the 3un" to the 
particular day of the earthquake, forbids any such construction ; 
for it is well known that the light of that dispensation did not pass 
away on that particular day. It appears to be a gross perversion 
of the word of God to bay Amos here alluded to any thing more 
or less than a total eclipse of the sun. 

B.C. 755. Jeroboam's Absence from Samaria. — ^At the end 
of the forty-first year of Jeroboam's reign in Samaria (2 Kings 
xiv. 23), the Lord did "darken the earth in a clear day;" for he 
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caused "the sun to go down" behind the moon "at midday," or 
the middle of the natural day. This was followed by a great 
earthquake, — so dreadful as to cause the people to flee from the 
land of Samaria (Zech. xiv. 5.), thus "cast out and drowned as by 
the flood of Egypt" (Amos viii. 8)^ inasmuch, as "the high places 
of Israel" were made desolate, " and the sanctuaries of Israel . . . 
laid waste." "When Israel had thus suffered for about twenty-three 
years, Jeroboam " restored the coast of Israel from the entering of 
Hamath unto the sea of the plain." "For the Lord saw the 
affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter. And the Lord said 
not that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven ; 
but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam." (2 Kings xiv. 26, 27.) 
As Jeroboam died in the thirty-eighth year of Azariah, King of 
Judah (2 Kings xv. 8), he lived sixty -four years from the beginning 
of his reign. 

B.C. 690. The Ninth Year of Hose a. — Hosea's reign began 
in the twentieth year of Jotham (2 Kings xv. 30), which syn- 
chronizes with the fourth of Ahaz; and having reigned eight 
years, his ninth year commenced in the twelfth of Ahaz (2 Kings 
xvii. 1) ; and from that time his reign continued about nine years 
more. (2 Kings xvii. 6.) 

B.C. 681. The Samabitan Wab. — " In the fourth year of Heze- 
kiah" the " King of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged 
it. And at the end of three years they took it, even in the sixth 
year of Hezekiah." (2 Kings xviii. 9, 10.) Hence, this war occurred 
at a time during which three Assyrian years fell within the limits 
of three Jewish years. The Assyrian year consisted of 365 days ; 
but the Jewish varied from 354 to 383 days. In B.C. 684, the first 
month commenced on March 17, and in B.C. 681 on April 13. 
These three Jewish years were twenty-seven days longer than 
three Assyrian years ; hence, the King of Assyria could well con- 
tinue the war three full years and take Samaria before the end of 
these three Jewish years. But the three previous Jewish years 
were two days, and the three following, three days, shorter than 
three Assyrian years. Thus, by astronomical demonstration, we 
prove that the end of this war — ^in the sixth of Hezekiah, 
at which time the ten tribes of Israel were led captive — was 
B.C. 681. 

B. C. 694. Those inscriptions recently discovered among the 
ruins of Nineveh relate that " Shalmanezer, in his first year (B. 
C. 694), came against Samaria, and carried ofi* more than 27,000 
families." Thus was the spoil of Samaria taken as foretold by 
Isaiah viii. 4, 
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Says Demetrius, " Prom the time when the ten tribes were 
made captive from Samaria (i. e., in the reign of Shalmanezer) 
to the reign of the fourth Ptolemy (Philopater), was 473 years 
and 9 months." The reign of the fourth Ptolemy commenced on 
the 10th day of the 8th month, B. C. 220, to which add 473 years 
and 9 months, and we have the 10th day of the 11th month, B. C. 
694, for the time they were carried captive ; that is, in the latter 
part of the first, or the beginning of the second year of the reign 
of Shalmanezer, at which time Tobit also was led captive, thirteen 
years before the ruin of the ten tribes, in the sixth of Hezekiah. 

B. C. 685. Shalmanezer, or " Sargon, according to the inscrip- 
tion, took Ashdod in his eleventh year." Isaiah xx. 

B. C. 684. According to " the inscriptions," a " war . . . com- 
menced in the twelfth year of Sargon " against Marduk-Baladan ; 
and when this Marduk-Baladan had reigned twelve years, he was 
" subjugated by Sennacherib at the very commencement of his 
reign." This gives B. C. 680 for the beginning of the reign of 
Sennacherib (who after the third year of his reign made an expe- 
dition against Hezekiah) ; for, according to Ptolemy's Canon, the 
reign of this Mesessi Merodach commenced B. C. 592, from which 
take the twelve years of his reign, and we have B. C. 680. 

B. C. 681. Says Bosanquet, " Samaria was taken by Shalmane- 
zer, . . . the second year, before Sennacherib came to the throne 
of Nineveh. Thus is Colonel Rawlinson's suggestion of a second 
invasion of Palestine, towards the end 'of the reign of Shalman- 
ezer, confirmed.'* 

B. C. 680. " The inscription informs us the Babylonians under 
Marduk-Baladan, their king, were subjugated by Sennacherib at 
the very commencement of his reign." And Polyhistor informs 
us that when Sennacherib had " taken upon himself the govern- 
ment of the Babylonians, he appointed his son Asordanes their 
king, aud he himself retired again into Assyria." Says Bosan- 
quet, " This Asordanes ... is the Asordan of the Septuagint, son 
of Sennacherib, who is the Esarhaddon of the Hebrew, and the 
Asaradinus of the Canon, as we have before shown." Hence, 
B. C. 680, dates the beginning of the reign, both of Esarhaddon 
and Sennacherib. 

B. C. 681. Moses's ''Seven Times." — We have observed that 
the ten tribes of Israel were torn from their home and kingdom 
in the year 681, siuce which time they have never been restored 
to the land of their fathers, concerning which the Lord saith, " I 
will chastise them as their congregation hath heard " (Hos. vii. 12). 
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That which "their congregation" had heard ?ead "iix the polenmity 
pf the year of release" (Pent, xx^d. 10) was this : '' Aud I, ev^i I,, 
vill chastise you seven times for your sins." (Lev. xxvi. 28,) At 
th^ year B.C. 1571, we noticed that the expression, "seven times," 
was the Chaldean* term for seven years ; hence, a period of 2555 
day?, for their year consisted of 365 days. If these "seven times" 
span the period the people of God are to remain in their " enemies' 
land" (Lev, ^txvi. 34), they must begin with the scattering of that 
people, — " I will scatter you among the heathen" (Lev. xxvi. 33),-r- 
and they must end with the accomplishing "to scatter the power 
of the holy people." (Dan. :di. 7.) They were scattered among the 
heathen in the sixth year of Hezekiah. (2 Kings xviii. 10.) "And 
ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess 
it. And the Lord shall scatter thee among a^ people from the oi^ 
end of the earth unto the other." (Deut. xxviii. 63, 64.) The 
sixth year of Hezekiah synchronizes with A.M. 8445, to which, 
if we add 2555, we will have 6000. From which we conclude 
that when the world is 6000 years old "the times of the Gentiles" 
will "be fulfilled" (Lukexxi. 24), and Israel return home, " That in 
the dispensation of the ftdlness pf times" — Moses "seven times" 
— "he might gather together ixi one all things in Christy both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth." (Eph, i. 10.) 

B.C. 681. The Land went out in the Ybab of Jubilee. — 
The ten tribes were taken captive at the end of the sixjjh of Hezekiah, 
T— that is, about the 15th of the seventh month, B.0.681. By refer- 
ence to the table of chronology, it will be seen that the land of 
Israel went out of their possession in the year of jubilee ; and in 
Leviticus xxvii.21, we read that "the field, when it goeth out in 
the jubilee, shall be holy unto the Lord, as a field devoted ; the 

* If it be nrged that the Hebrews, having left the idolatrous worship of the 
Chaldeans, these *^ seven times" mast be according to their new method of 
reckoning time, we answer : Then thej must be according to their average 
year ; for, at the time this prophecy was delivered, the epoch from which they 
were to be commenced was unknown, and the length of the first year is not 
given ; hence, it was impossible either for Moses, or those to whom he spoke, 
to have known the length of time, but upon the supposition that he uxeant 
average years. With him the average year consisted of 365 days, which, mul- 
tiplied by seven, gives us 2555. This amounts to the same thing with the 
Chaldean *' seven times." And that Moses' '* seven times" means a period of 
2555 years, neither more nor less, we have this clear proof that they have 
been once thus fulfilled. (See at b.c. 1571.) Having at a.d. 26 exposed the 
error of supposing that **a time, limes and a half means a period of only 
1260 days, the opinion that Moses' *' seven times" means only 2520 days, or 
years, is proven to be erroneous. 
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possession thereof shall be the priests." On the word, "devoted," 
Dr. Clark makes the following observations: "So devoted to God 
as never more to be capable of being redeemed." From this we 
infer that the Hebrews can never again come in -possession of their 
land. And yet this land, having gone out of their possession in 
the year of jubilee, must be the possession of the priests, — not the 
Levitical priesthood ; for this would violate that law, " Thou shalt 
have no inheritance in their land." (Num.xviii.20.) They are 
slain, and the servants of God called by a new name. (Isa. Ixv. 16.) 
The priesthood now being changed (Heb. vii. 12), the royal priest- 
hood passes over to the Christians (1 Pet. ii. 9), or spiritual Israel 
(Eom.ii. 29); for they are the priests that are to "inherit" (Matt. 
V. 5) " and reign on the earth." (Eev. v. 10.) But though the prom- 
ised inheritance has passed over to the Christians (Gal. iii. 29), they 
are not yet in possession of the land. (Gen. xiii. 16.) The par- 
ticular time at which the people of God will come into this prom- 
ised inheritance may be inferred in the following way. 

B.C. 681. The Seventh- year Release. — ^In Deuteronomy xv.l, 
the Hebrews were required at the end of seven years to make a 
release ; which law, Jeremiah informs us, they did not . observe. 
" Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; I made a covenant with 
your fathers, in the day that I brought them forth out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying. At the end of seven 
years, let ye go every man his brother a Hebrew, which hath been 
sold unto thee; . . . but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither 
inclined their ear." (Jer. xxxiv. 13, 14.) From this we learn that 
this portion of the Mosaic law, as late as the time of the Babylonish 
captivity, had not been observed ; and the Jews have never had it 
in their power to make such a release since that time ; hence, it is 
yet unfulfilled. And since "one jot or tittle" cannot pass from 
the law "till all be fulfilled," this must be accomplished by Him 
who came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill (Matt. v. 17) ; there- 
fore, he has been anointed "to preach deliverance to the captives" 
(Luke iv. 18, 19), "to preach the acceptable year of the Lord," 
which, according to the law, must be at the end of seven years. 

The time Israel was led into captivity was about the 15th of 
the seventh month, B.C. 681. Seven years such as those — at 
the end of which Jacob, the father of Israel, was released from 
his services (Gen. xxix. 20) — consisted of 2555 days (see at B.C. 
1571), which, omitting fractions, is the same with seven average 
Jewish years. B.C. 681 is A.m. 3445, to which, if we add 2555, 
we have 6000. Thus it appears that "the Lord's release" 
6 
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(Deut. XV. 2) will be in the beginning of the great Sabbath of rest 
"which remaineth to the people of God." (Heb.iv. 9.) Now, this 
is no vain speculation; for if the law was a "shadow of good 
things to come" (Heb. x. 1), surely this is that foreshadowed by the 
year of release. That this year was typical of our release from 
the thraldom of sin, is universally admitted. But let it be borne 
in mind that the Jewish year of release had respect to time, and 
that the type must resemble the antitype; or, the shadow that 
which is shadowed forth. As it was at the end of seven common 
years, that which is thus foreshadowed must be at the end of 
seven prophetic years. This deliverance from the last enemy, 
even death, is that gloriotls promise to which the "twelve tribes, 
instantly serving God day and night, hope to come." (Acts xxvi. 7.) 
And they date the commencement of their sore trials and afflic- 
tions from "the time of the Kings of Assyria." (Neh.ix.32.) 

B.C. 681. The Two Days op Hosea. — To these captives Hosea 
says, " Come, and let us return unto the Lord ; for he hath torn, and 
he will heal us : he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After 
two days will he revive us ; in the third day he will raise us up, 
and we shall live in his sight." (Hos. vi. 1, 2.) As those who re- 
turned unto the Lord are not yet raised up (Acts ii. 34), as they are 
not yet living in his sight (1 Pet. i. 8 ; 1 John iii. 2), we must under- 
stand these days to be such as those alluded to by Peter, in writing 
on this same subject. "Beloved, be not ignorant of this one 
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day." (2 Pet. iii. 8.) K we place these two 
days against the year B.C. 681, — at which time Israel was carried 
into captivity, — ^they reach to A.D. 1320. After these two days, 
and at sometime " in the third day, he will raise us up, and we 
shall live in his sight." And if "his going forth is prepared as 
the morning" (Hos. vi. i), then about one-half of this third day 
.n[iust also pass before we are raised up. They commenced the day 
in the evening (Lev. xxiii. 32), at the going down of the sun (Mark 
i. 32) ; hence, about one-half passed before the beginning of the 
morning. One-half of the above-mentioned day is 500 years, 
which if we add to a.d. 1320,we will have A.D.1820. From 
this it would appear that we are now living in the morning 
of the third day, — ^in that "morning" in which the saints of God 
shall be "redeemed . . . from the power of the grave." (Ps.xlix. 
14, 15.) And that particular point of time during this morning 
is "at the" time of the sounding of the "trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound," "the great trumpet shall be blown" (Isa. xxvii. 13), 
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''and tlie dead sliall be raised." (1 Cor. xv. 52.) And the time "the 
trximpet" sliall sound" is on the 10th of the seventh month of the 
forty-ninth sabbatical year, — the year of Jubilee. "Then shalt 
thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound, on the tenth day 
of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the 
trumpet sound throughout all your land." (Lev.xxv.9.) These 
things being " a figure for the time then present," and " the law 
having a shadow of good things to come" (Heb. ix. 9 ; x. 1), our 
God must come in the "jubilee, and the Lord with the sound of a 
trumpet.". (Ps. xlvi. 6, Douay Bible.) The first year of jubilee fol- 
lowing A.D. 1820 is in a.d. 1868. Though the trumpet must sound 
throughout all the land " on the tenth day of the seventh month," 
Israel must first keep the feast of tabernacles (Lev. xxiii. 34) be- 
fore they can return unto their possession ; for if the " law" was 
"a shadow of good things to come" (Heb. x. 1), each portion of this 
law must have its proper bearing in that which is shadowed forth. 
Hence, it is nowhere said that they are to return unto their pos- 
session on the 10th day of the seventh month; but "in the year 
of this jijbilee ye shall return every man unto his possession." 
(Lev. XXV. 18.) The jubilee beginning in a.d. 1868 is the antitype 
found at the end of a jubilee of jubilees ; hence, it must be forty- 
nine years long; and Israel can at the end of the seven-years 
feast of tabernacles return unto their possession in the year of this 
jubilee. • "When once the Master* of the house is risen up, and 
shut to the door" (Luke xiii.25) of salvation at the time of "the 
resurrection of the just" (Luke xiv. 14), — that is, on the 10th of 
the seventh month A.D. 1868, — ^those who are not by that time pre- 
pared to go up " to keep the feast of tabernacles" (Zech. xiv. 19)^ 
"even upon them shall be no rain" of grace. (Zech. xiv. 17.) 
Hence, the seven-years feast, as kept by the people of God, after the 
ingathering of souls (Lev. xxiii. 39) in the end of the world, will 
be to them " a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation" (Dan.xii. 1); for while the people of God, as shadowed 
forth by "the feast of tabernacles," shall be "in the clouds" of 
heaven, (1 Thess. iv. 17) they will be crying "to the mountains and 
rocks. Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." (Eev. vi. 16.) 

B.C. 674. Sabbatical Year. — It will be remembered that 
during the siege of Samaria three eclipses of the moon occurred 
which being considered a favorable omen, the King of Assyria 
immediately after the total eclipse of September 3, B.C. 674 
marched ta attack Jerusalem. This being the sabbatical year 
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Hezekiah tried to satisfy him witli a present, instead of meeting 
him in battle. (2 Kings xviii. 14-16.) The king having taken 
from Hezekiah the three-years supply then in store (Lev. xxv. 21), 
he must "eat this year such things as grow of themselves;" and as 
the law forbade their sowing "their fields during the sabbatical 
year (Lev. xxv. 4), they must " in the second year" — that is, during 
B.C. 673 — eat " that which springeth of the same ; and in the third 
year," B.C. 672, " sow ye and reap." (2 Kings xix. 2&.) As this was 
to be "a sign" to Hezekiah, these years must, of course, precede 
the slaying of the Assyrian army. Therefore the time .they were 
slain could not have been earlier than B.C. 671. From this event 
may be dated the ruin of the Assyrian empire and the building up 
of the Babylonish kingdom; for "at this time it was that the 
dcwninion of the Assyrians was overthrown by the Modes." {Jose, 
Ant. b. X. c. 2, s. 2.) Hence, in B.C. 671, if our chronology be cor- 
rect, we must find that "total eclipse of the moon" which James 
Ferguson informs us dates "the Assyrian empire at an end, 
and the Babylonish established." By calculation, there was a total 
eclipse of the moon on January 7th, at fifty minutes a^r five in 
the afternoon, on the meridian of Babylon, in B.C. 671. These 
eclipses and the sabbatical year prove that we have properly 
placed the reign of Hezekiah. 

B.C. 666. Kingdom op the Medes. — After the Medes revolted 
against the Assyrians they set up a republican form of government, 
under which they continued six years, when they elected their first 
king. For the Medes "ruled over all Asia beyond the river Halys 
for the space of one hundred and twenty-eight years, excepting 
the interval of the Scythian dominion." {Rerod, b. i. s. 180.) Which 
chronology stands thus : — According to Herodotus, Deioces reigned 
53 years ; Phraortes, 22 ; Cyaxares, 40 ; Astyages, 35 ; total dura- 
tion, 150 ; from which subtract 28 years that the Scythians reigned, 
and we have 122 ; to which add the 6 years of their democracy, 
"and the result is 128, — the space of time during which they were 
in possession of their dominion. According to Herodotus, the 
kingdom of the Medes was in existence 150 years when Cyrus, 
King of Persia, began to reign, who reigned 29 years, and died 
B.C. 482. If to B.C. 482 we add 179, we will have B.C. 661 for the 
'beginning of the kingdom of Media. The six years of their 
republic gives us B.C. 667 as the time when they achieved their 
independence. Allowing about three years for the duration of 
that war in which they " exchanged servitude for freedom," we have 
B.C. 670. This was the seventeenth of Hezekiah, which, according 
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to Josephus, was about the time that the Medes revolted ftom the 
Assyrians. They had not re 7olted as early as the fourteenth of Heze- 
kiah (2 Kings xviii. 33), which synchronizes with B.C. 673, and did 
not before the King of Assyria returned to Nineveh. The Assyrian 
army did not leave the land of Judea until after the Jewish second 
year from their last sabbatical year (2 Kings xix. 29), or the six- 
teenth of Hezekiah, which answers to B.C. 671 ; for the King of 
Assyria remained in Egypt about three years. (Isa. xx. 3.) About 
the sixteenth, or the beginning of the seventeenth, of Hezekiah, 
when the King of Assyria returned out of Egypt, "then the 
angel of the Lord went forth and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand. So Sen- 
nacherib, King of Assyria departed, and went and returned and 
dwelt at Nineveh" (Isa. xxxvii. 36, 37); "and there passed not five 
and fifty days before two of his sons killed him." (Tob. i. 21.) This 
happened at about the seventeenth of Hezekiah, — that is, B.C. 670. 
As we may well suppose that the Medes would avail themselves 
of this favorable opportunity to free themselves, Josephus says cor- 
rectly : ^* At this time it was that the dominion of the Assyrians 
was overthrown by the Medes." {Ant, b. x. c. ii. s. 2.) While this 
is an additional proof of the correctness of our chronology, it 
also proves the incorrectness of commencing the Babylonish cap- 
tivity in the third or fourth year of the reign of. Jehoiakim ; and 
shows that Evil-merodach reigned at least eight or ten years, 
while Ptolemy's canon gives him but two. Those who follow 
Ptolemy's canon, commence the Babylonish captivity in the end 
of the third, or beginning of the fourth, year of Jehoiakim, which 
makes the first year of the reign of Deioces, the first King of 
Media, synchronize with the eighteenth of Hezekiah, at which 
time it is generally believed Sennacherib's army was destroyed. 
As this allows the Medes no time for their war of independence, 
nor for the six years of their republic, Prideaux gives Amon three 
years, while the Bible gives him but two (2 Kings xxi. 19 ; 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 21), and thus obtains one year. 

B. C. 671. Says Polyhistor, " After the reign of the brother of 
Sennacherib, Hagisa reigned over the Babylonians ; and when he 
had governed for the space of thirty days, he was slain by Mero- 
dach-Baladan, who held the empire by force during six montbff." 
This is the Merodach-Baladan mentioned by Isaiah xxxix. 1. Isaiah 
says he was " the son of Baladan ; " and we have observed that 
Baladan his father was slain by Sennacherib in B. C. 680. 
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B. 0. 625. According to Berosus, Nabopalassar " reigned 29 
years. Polyhistor also says he reigned 29 years.'' 

B. 0. 621. Says Ptolemy, "In the fifth year of Nabopalassar, 
the moon was eclipsed. According to my tables, there were 
three digits eclipsed at 15 minutes after 4 in the. morning of 
April the 22d, B. C. 621, which fixes that as the fifth year of his 
reign. 

Therefore, with B. C. 596, his 29th year ends. From which 
Sarcus reigned 10 years to B. C. 586, and Sardanapalus or Na- 
bopalassar the Second, 21 years to B. C. 565, with which began 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. And from his eighth year B. C. 
558, when "he carried away all Jerusalem " (2 Kings xxiv. 12, 
14). Demetrius reckons 338 years to the reign of the fourth 
Ptolemy (Philopater) ; that is, to the 10th day of the Jewish 
seventh month, B. C. 220, which gives B. C. 565 for the begin- 
ning of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. 

B. C. 601. The Reign of Josiah commenced about the 15th of 
the seventh month, B. C. 601, and continued thirty-one years. 

B.C. 587. Jeremiah's Twenty-three Years began in the thir- 
teenth year of Josiah (Jer. xxv. 3) between the seventh month, 
B.C. 589 and 588. 

B.C. 583. Josiah's Eighteenth Year commenced at about the 
15th of the seventh month, B.C. 584 ; hence, he spent about six 
months in repairing the house of the Lord (2 -Kings xxii. 3-6), and 
in cleansing the land from the filthiness of the idolatrous Israelites 
(2 Chroii. xxxiv. 33), thus preparing for that great jubilee passover 
which fell on the 14th of the first sacred month in B.C. 583. 

B.C. 583. The Great Jubilee Passover. — "In the eighteenth 
year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept." (2 Chron. 
XXXV. 19.) " The king commanded all the people, saying. Keep the 
passover unto the Lord your God." (2 Kings xxiii. 21). "And 
there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of 
Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such 
a passover as Josiah kept." (2 Chron. xxxv. 18.) This passover — 
the greatest ever celebrated at Jerusalem — occurred in the last 
year of jubilee observed by the people of God ; hence, must be the 
one from which "seven sabbaths," or a sabbath of sabbaths, "shall 
be complete" to the harvest of this -v^orld. Then, raising the vail 
(2 Cor. iii. 14), let us examine this " shadow of heavenly things" 
(Heb. viii. 5), as thrown back into the Mosaic dispensation, and see 
if in that which was a " figure for the time then present" (Heb. ix. 9.), 
w^ can discover the antitype. When, before the law, this "shadow 
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of good things to come" (Heb. x. 1) first appeared in the land of 
Egypt, there was connected with it no " weeks of harvest :" and in 
every particular the type must resemble the antitype ; hence, when, 
in Christ, it reached its end, it was followed by no week of sabbaths 
But in those additions made under the law, " seven sabbaths shall 
be complete." (Lev. xxiii. 15) to "the feast of harvest" (Ex. 
xxiii. 16), — not from the passover as instituted in Egypt before the 
law, but from the one which at that time was in the future to be 
observed : " When ye be come into the land . . . and shall reap 
the harvest th'ereof." (Lev. xxiii. 10.) Joshua " kept the passover 
... in the plains of Jerjcho" (Josh. v. 10) ; but at that time they 
had not " reaped the harvest." The next one recorded in the Bible 
as observed " on the 14th of the first month," was in the eighteenth 
year of Josiah. (2 Chron. xxxv. 1, 19.) It is remarkable that while 
this is the first time the word "passover" is to be found in the 
Bible, from the day of Joshua, as alluding to the legal ordinance 
of the first month, that it stould here be used fifteen times, and in 
the book of Esdras twelve times more. Not that the Jews had 
ceased to observe this ordinance ; but this is the first time it is 
recorded in that book through which the Lord has revealed all 
that is necessary for us to know concerning it, — which points to 
this as the one from which there must be a great Sabbath of sab- 
baths, or Jubilee of jubilees to "the harvest of the world." The 
expression, " When ye be come into the land," forbids our com- 
mencing the antitype at a later date ; and thjs being the first one 
which in every way answers to the law, there is no earlier date ; 
for only that which is written, is " profitable for doctrine." (2 Tftn. 
iii. 16.) The passover was instituted on " the fourteenth of the first 
month," and on that day it reached its antitype in that "even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us" (1 Cor. v. 7) ; for a given 
day of the month marks an epoch, hence, cannot be according to 
the day-year system. A period of a thousand years as properly 
begins on a given day of the icfonth as that of a single day ; but 
when a day is mentioned, and the particular day of the month 
omitted, then it can mark no epoch, hence, must be according 
to the day -year system ; for the " shadow cannot be the same with 
that which cast the shade." In the type, the law required, say- 
ing, " The first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses." 
(Ex. xii. 15.) This marks no epoch. Therefore, the antitype cannot 
be that of a literal day, but answers to the eighteenth year of 
Josiah, at which time he " pul; away from" him that wickedness 
with which his ancestors had polluted the land, even taking up the 
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"bones of the idolatrous priests from their graves, and burning them 
that he might thoroughly " cleanse Judea and Jerusalem," and thus 
prepare for that last jubilee-passover ever observed. As Josiah 
commenced preparing "the house of the Lord his God" (2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 8) for the great jubilee passover, at about the time of the 
feast of tabernacles (2 Kings xxii. 4), this the first year-day must 
have reached its end about the same time in the following year, 
— that is, B.C. 583. 

Type, " Seven days ye must eat unleavened bread." 

A/ntitype. These seven days being " a shadow of good things to 
come," the antitype can no more be restrijted to seven literal days 
than that which cast the shade can be the " shadow :" and yet in 
the antitype there must be seven definite periods of time ; for the 
shadow must mark the several periods of that which cast the 
shade: so the antitype must be a period of seven years; and 
Josiah, having cleansed the land from all pollutions, devoted 
seven years of strict obedience to the Mpsaic law. "The king 
stood in his place, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk 
after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, 
and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform 
the words of the covenant which are written in this book. And 
he caused all that were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to 
stand to it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to 
the covenant of God, the God of their fathers ;" and he " made all 
that were present in .Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord their 
God. And all his days they departed not from following the 
Lord, the God of their fathers." (2 Chron. xxxiv. 81-33.) 

Type, " In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation, ye 
shall do no servile work therein." (Lev. xxiii. 7.) 

Antitype, The year-day, during which Josiah kept the great 
passover, ended with the beginning of the year of jubilee, which 
commenced on the 10th day of the seventh month, B.C. 583. This 
was the year of a holy convocation : "It shall be holy unto you." 
(Lev. XXV. 12.) And they did no "servile work" in this, year: 
"Ye shall not sow, neither reap that which gi^oweth of itself." 
(Lev. XXV.. 11.) 

Type, " In the seventh day is a holy convocation ; ye shall do no 
servile work therein." (Lev. xxiii. 8.) 

Antitype, The seventh year-day answers to the twenty-titth of 
Josiah, which being the sabbatical year, they did "no work 
therein ;" they were forbidden eithpr to sow their fields, or reap 
that which grew of itself: "The seventh year shall be a sabbath 
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of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the Lord." (Lev. xxv. 4, 5.) 
And they also had a holy convocation ; for this was the time at 
which all Israel were to appear before the Lord, " in the solemnity 
of the year." (Deut.xxxi.lO.) But this being the same thing we 
saw in the type, cannot be the antitype. The full antitype as to 
the holy convocation was not reached until dijiring the seventh 
year after the crucifixion, when the Gentile world commenced 
assembling into the Church of God (Acts x. 45), as the holy con- 
vocation of the first day of unleavened bread reached its antitype 
by the Jews coming in on the day of Pentecost. 

Type, " When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, 
and shall reap the harvest thereof." (Lev. xxiii. 10.) 

Antitype, In the antitype, the harvest is the people (Joel iii. 13) ;• 
which harvest had now been reaped. The barley-harvest, or ten 
tribes of Israel had been cut down and lost. "The harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved." (Jer. viii. 20.) 
But the whole harvest was not to be cut down: "When ye reap 
the harvest of the land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the 
comers of thy field" (Lev. xxiii. 22), — a sheaf was to remain in the 
field. (Deut. xxiv. 19.) The tribe of Judah was left (2 King's xvii. 18) 
for the benefit of the poor (Lev. xxiii. 22), to whom the gospel is 
preached (Matt.xi. 5); or to stand as a living monument in proof 
of the divine origin of our religion. (Deut. xxviii. 46.) It was 
necessary that they should continue until " the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made" (Gal. iii. 19); for, "Except theiord 
of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have 
been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah." 
(Isa.i.9.) 

Type, " Then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your 
harvest unto the priest." (Lev. xxiii. 10.) 

Antitype, The first-fruits of their harvest was that of the barley 
{Jose, Ant, b. iii. c. x. s. 5), which, in the antitype, answers to Israel' 
in the flesh. Josiah being the first king that had ever carried 
out fully the Mosaic law, he was properly the first-fruits of that 
dispensation. " Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the first 
fruits of his increase." (Jer. ii. 8.) " And like unto him was there 
no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and 
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law 
of Moses ; neither after him arose there any like him." (2 Kings 
xxiii. 25.) " He did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the ways of David his father, and declined neither 
to the right hand nor to the left." (2 Chron. xxxiv. 2.) 
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Type, " And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord." 
Antitype. To wave, is "to cast away;" and in this sense, the 
sheaf was waved. " The Lord said, I will remove Judah also out 
of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city 
Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, 
My name should ^e there." (2 Kings xxiii. 27.) 
Type. "To be accepted for you." (Lev.xxiii. 11.) 
Antitype. The wave-offerings belonged to Moses. " Wave it for 
a wave-offering before the Lord, and it shall be thy part." (Ex. 
XXIX. 26.) He was a type of Christ: "For Moses truly said unto 
the fathers, A prophet shaU the Lord your God raise up unto you, 
of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in all things 
•whatsoever he shall say unto you." (Acts iii. 22.) Therefore, to 
wave an offering to be accepted for Moses, must typify the waving 
or casting off the Jewish Church, or covenant of works to make 
room for the covenant of grace, that the offering of souls may be 
accepted for Christ. The Jews having broken the Mosaic law, — 
they were now under the curse (Gal. iii. 10) ; and the most perfect 
obedience being nothing more than their reasonable duty, — or as a 
debt they owed (Matt, xviii. 25), — ^this could not atone for the 
former breach;— and "he will not pardon your transgressions" 
(Ex. xxiii. 21) ; — therefore, the only way they could now be ac- 
cepted, or received unto eternal life, was that this dispensation give 
place to a new. " Behold the days come, saith the Lord, when I 
will caake a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah" (Heb. viii. 8), and "the son of the bondwoman 
shall not be heir with the son of the free." (Gal.iv. 30.) The 
whole Jewish world now presents one vast harvest-field, as de- 
stroyed by a storm. " We are in desolate places, as dead men." 
(Isa. lix. 10.) All the grain that can now be gathered into tho 
garner is that which, germinating and springing up again, grows the 
'second time. - " Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be bom 
again." (John iii. 7.) " They shall revive as the com, and grow as 
the vine." (Hos. xvi. 7.) " If the fall of them be the riches of the 
world ... if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead." 
(Eom. xi. 12, 15.) The whole Church of God is now waved or 
passed over to a new dispensation, and Christ is the Foundation on 
which we pass. The first-born are now slain : and Christ becomes 
our Passover. (1 Cor. v. 7.) He " has become the first-fruits of 
them that slept" (1 Cor. xv. 20) ; and "if we be dead with Christ, 
we believe we shall also live with him" (Eom. vi. 8); "for if tha 
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first-fruit be holy, tlie lump is also holy : and if the root be holy, 
so are the branches." (Eom. xi. 16.) 

Type. " On the morrow after the sabbath, the priest shall wave 
it." (Lev. xxiii,ll.) 

Antitype, The whole of the seven days, during which they were 
to offer an offering made by fire, — or the seven days of unleavened 
bread, — are here called the sabbath ; for, to use the words of Alex- 
ander Cruden, "Sabbath is likewise taken for all the Jewish feasts, 
indifferently. ' Keep my sabbaths,' — that is, my feasts. (Lev. xix. 
8, 80.)" And this was a feast of seven days, or a week, which is in 
Luke xviii. 12 called the sabbath: "I fast twice in the week:" 
the Greek is, " I fast twice in the sabbath." As there is no other 
sabbath mentioned here, by the expression^ "after the sabbath," we- 
must understand, after the seven-days feast of unleavened bread. 
We are aware that our commentators, following Josephus, place 
the wave-offering on the second day of unleavened bread ; but for 
this no authority can .be found in the Bible. If by sabbath, 
Moses did not mean the feast of unleavened bread, he must have 
meant the last day of that feast. As the last day of unleavened 
bread was the last sabbath mentioned, the definite adjective "the" 
restricts us to the morrow after this last sabbath ; and the last day 
seems to have been the most sacred of the two. It is mentioned 
five times (Ex. xii. 16 ; xiii. 6 : Lev. xxiii. 8 : Num. xxviii. 25 : 
Deut. xvi. 8), while the former is only mentioned three times. It 
would appear from Deuteronomy xvi. 8, that the first six. days 
were not as sacred as the seventh: "Six days shalt thou eat 
unleavened bread" (as if this feast was more for the people) ; but 
" the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly to the Lord thy God : 
thou shalt do no work therein." Also in Exodus xiii. 6, the first 
day is omitted : " Seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread, and 
in the seventh day shall be a feast to the Lord." We learn from 
Numbers xxviii. 19-24, that the burnt-offerings for each day 
throughout the seven were the same, — that is, "two young bul- 
locks, and one ram, and seven lambs of the first year," and " one 
goat for a sin-offering;" and after this manner ye shall offer daily 
throughout the seven days;" but on the day the sheaf is waved, 
the law prescribes the offering of but " one lamb without blemish 
of the first year,- for a burnt-oflfering" (Lev. xxiii. 12) ; hence, the 
wave-offering was not within the limits of the seven days. As 
the l§,w positively enjoined the eating of unleavened bread 
throughout the feast, — "seven days shalt thou eat unleavened 
bread" (Ex. xiii. 6), — the prohibition to eat "bread" (Lev. xxiii. 14) 
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cannot be that of the unleavened ; and if not, then it is that they 
should not eat leavened bread, — and if Moses here meant leavened, 
then the wave-offering could not have been on the second day of 
unleavened, bread. This settles the question as to the day of the 
wave-offering. 

Type. " And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the 
sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-offer- 
ing; seven sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow 
after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days." (Lev. xxiii. 15.) 

Antitype. These seven sabbaths were called the weeks of harvest 
(Jer.v. 24); and, as we have observed, that the harvest under the 
Mosaic law was a type shadowing forth the harvest of the people 
(Isa. xvii. 5), it follows that these weeks of harvest must also be a 
type, reaching to the time of the harvest of the people, in the 
same manne? in which they under the law reached the harvest of 
the corn. Under the law, they commenced at the time of barley- 
harvest, and reached to the time of wheat-harvest. (Esdras xxxiv. 22.) 
As barley-harvest was the first-fruits of the year, the barley-harvest 
answers to the harvest of the Jewish dispensation ; for they are 
called "the first-fruits of his increase" (Jer. ii. 3); and the wheat- 
harvest answers to the harvest of the Christian dispensation, — ^the 
first-fruits of which is Christ, the second Adam. (1 Cor. xv. 23, 45.) 
The harvest of the Jewish dispensation commenced when the King 
of Assyria subjugated the ten tribes of Israel, and carried them 
into captivity. " And in that day it shall come to pass, that the 
glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh 
shall wax lean. And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth 
the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm." (Isa. xvii. 4, 5.) The 
Christian "harvest is the end of the world." (Matt. xiii. 39.) There- 
fore, as these weeks of harvest, under the law, commenced at the 
time of the passover during barley-harvest, and reached to the 
wheat-harvest, the antitype must be commenced at the time of the 
great jubilee-passover, during the harvest of the Jewish, and reach 
to that of the Christian, dispensation. 

B.C. 575. We have observed that in the antitype the seventh 
year-day of unleavened bread answers to the twenty-fifth of Josiah, 
B.C. 576, which was the last sabbatical year of release the people 
of God ever had the privilege of duly observing. This seventh 
year was expressly called a sabbath, — " A sabbath for the Lord." 
(^Lev.xxv.4.) "The morrow after the sabbath" synchronizer with 
the twenty-sixth year of Josiah, B.C. 575. " And ye shall count 
unto you from the morrow after the sabbath . . . seven sabbaths," 
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or a aubbath of sabbaths, "shall be complete" to "the feast of 
harvest" (Ex.xxiii.l6),— "the first-fruits of wheat-harvest." (Ex. 
xxxiv. 22.) " The sabbath days . . . are a shadow of things to come" 
(CoLii. 16, 17.); and in the antitype "the harvest is the end of 
the world." (Matt. xiii. 39.) Hence, " from the morrow after the sab- 
bath" of B.C. 576 there must be a great sabbath of sabbaths, or 
jubilee of jubilees to the harvest of the Christian dispensation, as 
the Sabbath of sabbaths under the law reached the harvest of the 
field. A jubilee of jubilees is 49 times 49, or 2401 years. " Even 
unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath" (sabbath of sabbaths) 
" shall ye number fifty days" (Lev. xxiii. 16) ; which, added to the 
Sabbath of sabbaths, or 2401 years, gives 2450, The Julian period 
for B.C. 575 is 4139, to which if we add 2450 we have 6589, which 
is the Julian period for a.d. 1876 ; so the fiftieth day of forty-nine 
years ends with the beginning of the first month, A.D. 1876 : " And 
ye shall proclaim on the self-same day, that it may be a holy con- 
vocation unto you." (Lev. xxiii. 21.) a.d. 1868, being the jubilee 
which occurs within the limits of this fiftieth day of forty ^nine 
years, is thus proven to be that jubilee in which the "trump of 
God" (1 Thess.iv. 16) will "proclaim" that "holy convocation," or 
assembling of the people of God, with Christ "in the clouds" of 
heaven. (1 Thess. iv. 17.) K this be not the antitype of those 
" sabbath days," which, reaching from the barley -harvest to that 
of the wheat, " are a shadow of things to come" (Col. ii. 17), then 
teU us what the true antitype is; for we want the truth, and the 
truth only. The law being "a shadow of good things to come" 
(Heb. X. 1), he who came "to falfill" the law (Matt. v. 17) " can do 
nothing of himself," (John v. 19) but must " make all things ac- 
cording to the pattern" (Heb. viii. 5), " which was a figure for the 
time then present" (Heb. ix. 9), — " a shadow of heavenly things." 
(Heb. viii. 5.) Are we not here clearly taught that the " holy con- 
vocation," the solenm assembly of "just men made perfect," the 
world's great jubilee, will be proclaimed in this fiftieth day of forty- 
nine years? " And it shall come to pass in that day that the great 
trumpet shall be blown" (Isa. xxvii. 18) ; "for the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God" (1 Thess. iv.l6): "in the 
day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet soimd throughout 
all your land" (Lev.xxv.9); "and at that time thy people shall 
be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book." 
Daniel "shall stand in his lot" (Dan. xii. 1-13); "in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump . . . the dead shall be 
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raised" (1 Cor. x v. 52); "then we whicli are alive and remain sliall 
be caught up, together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words" (1 Thess. iv. 18) ; for " He reserveth 
unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest," which the Jews by 
transgression lost. "Your iniquities have turned away these 
weeks, and your sins have withheld good things from you." (Jer. 
V. 24, 25.) Having lost "the appointed weeks of harvest,", the Jews 
commence their fifty days with the 16th of the first month instead 
of "from the morrow after the sabbath," as enjoined by the law. 
This destroying the original institution of Heaven, we, since the 
days of Josiah, hear no more of " the feast of weeks" (Ex. xxxiv. 22), 
but Pentecost (Acts ii. 1), which, under the law, was unknown. 

In conclusion, we may remark that these things are either true, 
or they are not. If the latter, then this whole scheme is only 
that of an ingenious imagination, without any foundation in the 
book ©f God ; if untrue, then we ask for information ; for it is a 
question which we are unable to solve. How happens it that 
so many types, shadows, and prophetic dates, over which no man 
can have any control, are each found reaching its proper period, 
forming such a wonderftd diagram, the one corroborating and con- 
firming the correctness of the other, insomuch as they with one 
united demonstration all declare the same thing ? How does it 
happen that Moses' "seven times" and the seventh year of re- 
lease, commencing with the last year of jubilee ever observed in 
the kingdom of Israel, terminate with the feast of tabernacles, 
on the day of the beginning of that great sabbath of rest which 
remaineth to the people of God ? Why is it that these " weeks of 
harvest" do not only date from the greatest passover recorded in 
the book of God, but also from the last jubilee ever observed by 
the Jews, while the antitype of the fiftieth day embraces the feast 
of tabernacles as observed in the end of the world? How is 
it that the sabbatical year which, following this great pass- 
over, answers to the seventh day of unleavened bread, was the last 
sabbatical year ever observed by the Hebrews, as a free and inde- 
pendent people? If, concerning these matters, there was no original 
design on the part of our God, is it not one of the greatest mys 
teries ever known on earth, that all of the types and shadows with 
all of the prophetic dates in the Bible should be found in such 
exact harmony ? The ceremonial part of the law being prophetic, 
from which " one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass ... till all 
be ftdfiUed" (Matt. v. 18) it is clear that these ' weeks of harvest" 
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must be the interval between some great passover and the harvest 
of this world ; for it would appear impossible for them in any- 
other way to reach their antitype. 

How deeply interesting to contemplate those " patterns of things 
m the heavens" (Heb. ix. 23), while we behold each, in due order, 
reaching their antitype in Christ, who came to fulfill the law ! When 
this "shadow of good things to come" (Heb.x. 1) first appeared as 
thrown back into the Mosaic dispensation, "the feast of harvests," 
having no sabbaths to point out the time of its observation, was 
blended with " the feast of ingathering in the end of the year when 
thou hast gathered in thy laborers out of the field." (Ex. xxiii. 16.) 
And thus in the antitype, before the beginning of the great Sabbath 
of sabbaths, Moses? "seven times" and the seventieth jubilee 
blended these two festivals together m "the end of the worjd" 
(JIatt. xiii. 39), after the harvest of the gospel dispensation is 
gathered in (Matt. xiii. 30) ; for which see the diagram at a.d. 1875. 
The next time we discover this "shadow of heavenly things" 
(Heb. viii. 5), it is found yet blended with "the feast of ingathering 
at the year's end," with this addition, called the "feast of weeks" 
(Ex.xxxiv.22); but nothing definite as to the epoch at which 
they were to be commenced. And so in the antitype we saw that 
these festivals must, in the end of the world, be blended together, 
''after your weeks be out" (Num.xxviii.26), or after a great sab- 
bath of sabbaths; for "He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks 
of the harvest." (Jer. v.24.) But the book of Daniel was sealed; 
and, our chronology being incorrect, we had no epoch from which 
to begin to reckon. But the third time we saw that " which was 
a figure for the time then present" (Heb. ix. 9), the definite time 
was given. They date from the time of the passover, "from the 
day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-offering." (Lev. xxiii. 15.) 
And that there may be no doubt as to the particular passover from 
whicH the antitype is to be reckoned, it is added, "beginning to 
number the seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put 
the sickle to the corn" (Deut. xvi. 9), or when you " shall reap" the 
barley-harvest. (Lev. xxiii. 10.)' This clearly restricts us to the 
passover as observed by Josiah. That. being the only passover 
of the first month recorded in the book of God as observed at the 
time of the beginning to reap that barley-harvest, which in the 
day of Jeremiah was in the "past" (Jer. viii. 20), it is impossible 
that the antitype can, consistently with those "patterns of things 
in the heavens," be commenced at a later date than at the time of 
that great jubilee-paasover. After the " weeks of harvest" began 
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to be reckoned from the time of tlie passover, they in the type 
were no longer blended with "the feast of ingathering." If the 
particular day of the month had been given on which this " feast 
of harvest" was to be celebrated, as that of "the passover" and "the 
feast of ingathering," these two festivals could not, even in the 
antitype, have fallen together; for the given day of a month 
always marks an epoch. But since the only date given for "the 
feast of harvest" is that it be at the end of " seven sabbaths," it 
may in the antitype be blended with that of "the feast of in- 
gathering." From Exodus xxxiv. 22, it is evident that in the 
antitype these " weeks of the first-fruits of wheat harvest," are to 
point out when these festivals shall be blended together at the end 
of time. We generally understand Moses to mean that they were 
to be observed at their proper season ; but if we had no further 
information on this subject than what is to be gathered from this 
verse, we should conclude from what he says that they must 
fall together: "Thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the 
first-fruits of wheat-harvest ;" and now, with the copulative con- 
junction " and," he adds, " and the feast of ingathering." When ? 
" At the year's end." According, then, to the language of Moses, 
in the antitype they must occur at one and the same time:" — 
"Your threshing shall reach unto the vintage" (Lev. xxvi. 5) ; 
"The ploughman shall overtake the reaper." (Amos ix.l3.) And 
these two festivals do fall together at the time of the end of 
the world, or from A.D. 1868 to A.D. 1875. 

B.C. 570. Josiah's Thirty-first Year. — On Tuesday the 18th 
of the ninth month, — that is, December 26, B.C. 570, Josiah was 
slain by Necho, King of Egypt: "And Jeremiah lamented for 
Josiah; and all the singing-men and singing- women spake of 
Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordi- 
nance in Israel." (2 Chron. xxxv. 25.) " So it was a statute in Israel 
annually to bewail Josiah" (Targum) on the 18th of th^ ninth 
month ; " and this was given out for an ordinance to be done con- 
tinually in all the nation of Israel." (1 Esdras i. 32.) For on this 
day, the 18th of the ninth lAonth, the Hebrews fell into Egyptian 
bondage ; and they have never been an independent people since 
that time. In commemoration of this their ruin, the Jews, even to • 
the present day, keep an annual fast on the 18th of the ninth 
month. 

B.C. 569. Jehoahaz. — We have already remarked that Josiah 
was slain on the 18th of the ninth month, — Tuesday, December 
26, B.C. 570. Consistently with the Jewish custom of mourning for 
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their dead, the time they *• anointed . . . Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, 
. . . and made him king in his father's stead" (2 Kings xxiii. BO), 
could not have been within the limits of ten days from the time of 
the death of Josiah ; for, during the first ten days of " weeping 
and mourning" for the dead, they did neither *' wash nor anoint 
themselves," but "kept their heads covered," and "they did no 
servile work except in private." Ten full days from the time of 
the death of Josiah bring us to the 29th of the ninth month,— 
January 6, B.C. 569 ; but this was Saturday, the Jewish sabbath. 
The earliest period, therefore, at which "the people of the land" 
could, consistently with Jewish customs, have made Jehoahaz king, 
was on January 7, which was the 1st of the tenth month. He 
reigned three months. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 2.) 

B.C. 569. Jehoiakim's First Year. — As the reign of Jehoahaz 
commenced about the 1st of the? tenth month, if we add the three 
months as given him in 2 Chronicles xxvi. 2, we will have the 1st 
day of the first month, — April 4, B.C. 569 ; but the odd days of his 
reign are not here given. Josephus says he reigned three months 
and ten days. {Jose. Ant b. x. c. v. s. 2.) These ten days bring us 
to the 11th of the first month, for the end of the reign of Jehoahaz. 
Kow, if we allow Necho, King of Egypt, some two or three days 
to make the necessary arrangements to " put the land to a tribute 
of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold," and to make 
Jehoiakim king (2 Kings xxiii. 83), we will have the 14th of the 
first month, April 17, B.C. 569, for the beginning* of his reign, 
which was the first day of the passover, at which time "in the 
beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim," Jeremiah stood "in the 
court of the Lord's house, and spake unto all the cities of Judah 
which came to worship in the Lord's house." (Jer. xxvi. 1, 2.) He 
reigned eleven years and about fifteen days. 

B.C. 567. Interregnum. — ^Nebuchadnezzar was in Egypt when 
his fiither died ; and he " set the affairs of Egypt and the other 
countries in order" {Jose, against Apion, b. i. s. 19) before he returned 
home. As Ptolemy allows no interregnum here, we have allowed 
but one year for the one following Archian, — ^thus taking one 
from there, and placing it here, without making any alteration as 
to the duration of that kingdom. 

B.C. 566. Nebuchadnezzar's First Year. — The reign of Nebu- 
chadnezzar commenced in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, whicli was 
the twenty-third from the thirteenth of Josiah (Jer. xxv. 1, 3), and 
not later than the feast of ingathering. (Jer. xxv. 2.) We suppose that 
7 
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his reign commenced about the 1st of the seventh month, — Sep- 
tember 25, B.C. 566. 

B.C. 566. Jeremiah Imprisoned. — "In the fourth year of Je- 
hoiakim, at the feast of ingathering, which commenced about the 
8th of October, B.C. 566, " Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all 
the people of Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,'' the words 
which we have in Chapter xxv., for which Jehoiakim placed him 
in prison. So " Jeremiah called Baruch ;" and he '* wrote from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, which he had spoken 
unto him. " And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut 
up ; I cannot go into the house of the Lord ; therefore go thou, 
and read in the roll . . . the words of the Lord in the ears of the 
people, in the Lord's house upon the fasting-day" (Jeh xxxvi. 4-6) 
— ^that is, the day they " lamented for Josiah" (2 Chron. xxxv. 25), 
which was in the 18th of "the ninth month" (Jer. xxxvi. 9), in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim (Jer. xlv. 1), about two months after Jere- 
miah had been in prison. From this circumstance we learn that 
the captivity had not commenced as early as the ninth month of 
the fourth of Jehoiakim. 

B.C. 564. Jehoiakim's Fifth Year. — In the fifth year of Je- 
hoiakim, we learn that Baruch again at the same fast of the 18th 
of the ninth month, read " in the book the words of Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord" (Jer. xxxvi. 9, 10), though Jeremiah was 
not at this t^me in prison. (Jer. xxxvi. 26.) As this roll con- 
tained t^e prediction of the captivity (Jer. xxxvi. 29), it is cer-. 
tain that it had not commenced as early as that time, which 
was near the end of the fifth year of Jehoiakim. Is it not strange 
that rather than admit the possibility of an error in Ptolemy's 
canon, this authority has been laid aside, and the captivity com- 
menced in the third or fourth of Jehoiakim. 

B.C. 561. Jehoiakim's Eighth Year. — From Jeremiah xxv. 
1 1, 12, we learn that the Jews were to serve the King of Babylon sev- 
enty years. This service, according to Josephus, commenced in the 
eiglith year of Jehoiakim, which was the fifth of Nebuchadnezzar 
{Jose. An^.b.x. c.vi.s. 1); and according to Jeremiah, it must end 
with the death of Belshazzar, the last King of Babylon (Jer. 
xxv. 12), who was slain B.C. 491, when Cyrus took the city of 
Babylon. 'This seventy-years service apparently commenced on the 
10th of the ^fth month, B.C. 561. For in 2 Kings xxiv. 1, we learn 
that Jehoiakim became the servant of the King of Babylon three 
years, which service, Josephus tells us, consisted in paying tributf\ 
{Jose, Ant, b. x,c. vi. s. 1.) Josephus says that he brought this tribute 
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for three years ; "but on the third year, when the tribute for the 
fourth was due, he reftised to pay it." Therefore, Nebuchadnezzar 
came up " in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim" (Dan. i. 1) ; 
for thought^he had paid the tribute for tEree fall years, the third 
year of his reign w^s not out at the time Nebuchadnezzar came 
up. As the third year for which they paid tribute "expired" with 
the beginning of the captivity (2 Chron. xxxvi. 10), on the 10th of 
the fifth month, it follows that this Babylonish service commenced 
on the 10th of the fifth month three years before, — that is, B.C. 561. 
Those who commence' the captivity in the fourth year of Jehoi- 
akim make no distinction between this service to the King of 
Babylon and that called the captivity ; but Jeremiah informs us 
that the Jews were to " serve the King of Babylon seventy years" 
(Jar. XXV. 11), which cannot reach farther than the death of Bel- 
shazzar, the last King of Babylon, nor commence earlier than the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim, which was the first of Nebuchadnezzar. 
According to Ptolemy's canon, Nebuchadnezzar reigned 43 years ; 
Evil-merodach, 2 ; Nericassolassar,4 ; Belshazzar, 17 : total 66 years. 
Hence, if they begin the service with the first day Nebuchad- 
nezzar ascended the throne, they will yet require four years to 
complete it • 

B.C. 558. Daniel taken Captive. — In the fourth year of Je- 
hoiakim (Jer. xlvi. 2\ "the King of Babylon passed over Euphrates, 
and took all Syria, as far as Pelusium, excepting Judea. But when 
Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned four years, which was the 
eighth of Jehoiakim's government over the Hebrews, the King of 
Babylon made an expedition with mighty forces against the Jews ; 
and required tribute of Jehoiakim, and threatened on his refusal to 
make war against him. He was affrighted at this threatening, and 
bought his peace with money, and brought the tribute he was 
ordered to bring for three years. But on the third year," when 
the tribute for the fourth year was due, "he did not pay his 
tribute." {Jose. Ant. b. x. c. vi. s. 1.) He thus " rebelled against" the 
King of Babylon. (2 Kings xxiv. 1.) Then Nebuchadnezzar, King 
of Babylon, went up " in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim" 
(Dan. i. 1), reckoning from the time he became tributary to the 
King of Babylon, which was eleven years from the time he was 
first made king by Necho, King of Egypt (2 Chron. xxxvi. 4) ; 
" And the Lord gave Jehoiakim, King of Judah into his hands" 
(Dan. i. 1), and he " bound him in fetters to carry him to Babylon' 
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 6) ; and at* this time Daniel, with some other chil 
dren, were carried from Jerusalem. (Dan. i. 3-6.) This being just 
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three montlis and ten days before the beginning of the captivitj; 
which commenced on the 10th of the fifteenth month, B.C. 558^iMist 
have been about the 1st of the second month, May 3, B.C. 558. Th« 
supporters of Ptolemy's canon tell ns that Daniel meamt the third 
yeaf from the time the King of Egypt, maSe jehoiakim kiflg. 
But this cannot be; for Daniel says: — "In the third year of liie 
reign of Jehoiakim, King of Judah, came Nebnchadnezzar, King 
of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it" (Dan. i. 1) ; but Nebu- 
chadnezzar was not King of Babylon until the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim, reckoning from the time he was made king by 
Necho. (Jer. XXV. 1.) Prideaux says that Nebuchadnezzar left 
Babylon on the third year of Jehoiakim, but 'did not reach Jeru- 
salem until the fourth. This contradicts Daniel, whose express 
language is, — not that he started from Babylon, but that he "came 
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it ... in the third year of the reign 
of Jehoiakim." In the second place it contradicts Jeremiah, who 
informs us that Nebuchadnezzar's first year was in the fourth of 
Jehoiakim; for if Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, started on 
this expedition in the third of Jehoiakim, then his reign com- 
menced before his fourth year. As Jehoiakim was not anointed 
king by the Jews, but was merely a tributary king, made so, 
firstj by the King of Egypt (2 Chron. xxxvi. 4) and, , second, 
by the King of Babylon (2 Kings xxiv. 1), these are two different 
epochs, from which his reign may properly be dated. The first 
was important, as it was" the beginning of his reign ; but the second 
was more so to the Jews, for with this commenced the sevcDty- 
years service to the kingdom of Babylon. And since Daniel was 
one of the captives, this was the most important one to him ; for it 
marks the epoch from which the seventy-years service to the 
King of Babylon commenced. It is evident that Daniel did not 
mean the third year of Jehoiakim, reckoning from the time 
he was appointed king by Necho: for — 1. Nebuchadnezzar was 
not King of Babylon until the fourth year of Jehoiakim. (Jar. 
XXV. 1.) 2. The first time Nebuchadnezzar went to Jerusalem was 
in the eighth year of Jehoiakim. {Jose, Ant. b. x. c. vi. s. 1.) 3. Je- 
hoiakim was given into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, and he car- 
ried him "into the land of Shinar to the house of his God" (Dan. 
i. 2) ; but, reckoning from the first epoch, we find him at Jerusalem, 
seated on his throne, as latte as the fourth, fifth, and even to the 
eleventh year. (Jer. xxxvi. 1-9.) 4. Daniel also says a part of the 
vessels were given into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, which, was 
not until the end of the eleventh year of Jehoiakim, reckoning from 
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the first epoch. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 7.) 5. While the Jewg were to serve 
the King of Babylon seventy years, only three years of this service 
V^ere accomplished during the reign of Jehoiakim (2 Kiiigs xxiv. 1); 
but had Daniel reckoned from the first epoch, then eight y^rs of 
it must have been accomplished during his reign. 

B.C. 558, The Eeign of Jehoiachin began about the 1st of 
the second month, May 8, B.C. 558; for he reigned only three 
B^onths m^i ten days (2 Chron. xxvi. 5-8), which if we subtract 
from the 10th of the fifth month, at which time Zedekiah's reign 
commenced, we will have the 1st of 'the second month. We have 
before noticed (p. 98) that Nebuchadnezzar went to Jerusalem in 
the eighth year of Jehoiakim, and demanded of him tribute, which 
he paid for three years. So, "Jehoiakim became his servant 
three years : then he turned and rebelled against him" (2 Kings 
xxiv. 1) by refusing to bring the fourth year's tribute. So 
"in the third year ol the reign of Jehoiakim" (as tributary to 
the King of Babylon) "Nebuchadnezzar" went to Jerusalem; 
"and the Lord gave Jehoiakim, King of Judah into his hand" 
(D^n.i. 1), and he "bound him with a chain of brass, and carried 
him into Babylon." (1 Esdras i. 40.) But this being before the 
end of those three years for which the Jews had "bought their 
peace with money" («7b5e. J.n^.b.x. c.vi. s. 1), it would have been 
unjust in Nebuchadnezzar to have made them captives at that 
time; for it was only Jehoiakiifi who had rebelled against him 
in refusing to bring the fourth year's tribute ; hence, only a few 
children were carried off at that time wilii Jehoiakim. (Dan. i. 2-4.) 
Jehoiakim, as King of Judah, had "bought his peace with 
money and brought the tribute he was ordered to bring for 
three years ;" therefore, Nebuchadnezzar suffered his kingdom to 
continue to the end of the three years for which he had "bought 
his peace" by being filled with his son Jehoiachin; "and when 
the year was expired," — that is, the last of those three years 
fpr which Jehoiakim had " bought his peace," and which lacked 
only three months and ten days of being completed at the time 
Jehoi^,kim was carried off, — " Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought 
him to Babylon" (2 Ohron. xxxvi. 10), and made "his father's 
brother king in his stead." (2 Kings xxiv. 17.) As the three 
months and ten days during which Jehoiachin reigned were only 
intended to fill out that time for which his father had " bought his 
peace," the kingdom yet properly belonged to his father, who was 
in Babylon. "And when the year was expired," or at the ex- 
piration of the time for which Jehioakim had bought his peace, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i02 THE BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED. 

his son was also led captive ; hence Jehoiachin was never in pos 
cession of the kingdom as his own. " Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord of Jehoiakim, King of Judah, He shall have none to sit 
upon the throne of David." (Jer. xxxvi. 80.) 

B.C. 558. Zedekiah's Eeign commenced on Wednesday, the 
10th of the fifth month, August 8, B.C. 558, which was the fourth 
of the Jewish cycle of seven. Jeremiah does not say in ^ the 
fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah, but "in the fourth year" 
(Jer. xxviii. 1), which points out the fourth year of their cycle, — as 
the expression, "in the fifth month" (Jer. xxviii. 1), designates 
the month of the year. When the reign of a given king is 
alluded to, it is thus expressly mentioned: "In the tenth year 
of Zedekiah, King of Judah" (Jer. xxxii. 1) ; but in dating by 
their cycle only the number was given, thus : " The third year" 
(Deut. xxvi. 12) ; " in the sixth year" (Lev. xxv. 21) ; " in the seventh 
year." (Jer. lii. 28.) Jeremiah could not have meant the fourth 
year of the reign of Zedekiah ; for he says : " And it came to pass 
the same year" (Jer. xxviii. 1), which expression evidently points 
us to the particular year of the last date mentioned; and that was 
the carrying away " captive Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim." (Jer. 
xxvii.20.) His language is, "in the beginning of the reign of 
Zedekiah, King of Judah, in the fourth year" (Jer. xxviii. 1) ; and 
it is impossible that the beginning of his reign could have been 
after he had already reigned three full years. When Hananiah 
first delivered his prophecy, "even the prophet Jeremiah said, 
Amen : the Lord do so : the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the Lord's house" 
(Jer. xxviii. 6) "within two full years" (Jer. xxviii. 3) ; "and the 
prophet Jeremiah went his way" (Jer. xxviii. 11), as if waiting to 
see whether this prophecy would be accomplished; but after- 
wards it was revealed to him that it was untrue, — that the 
"Lord had not sent" Hananiah. (Jer. xxviii. 15.) This circumstance 
proves that the prophecy of Hananiah, which was delivered "in 
the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah" (Jer. xxviii. 1), was in 
chronological order before that which we have recorded in Jere- 
miah xxvii.; for at that time Jeremiah had learned that so far 
from the vessels being brought back within two years, even those 
"that remain in the house of the Lord . . . shall be carried to 
Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them 
saith the Lord" (Jer. xxvii. 22), which was "after seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon." (Jer. xxix. 10.) Had Jeremiah been in 
possession of this information at the time Hananiah delivered his 
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prophecy, surely lie would at once have charged him with false- 
hood; and to this known untruth he could not have answered 
" Amen : the Lord do so ; the Lord perform thy words." ( Jer. 
xxviii. 6.) This removing the apparent difficulty, it is now 
clear that Zedekiah^s reign began in the fifth month of the 
fourth year from their last sabbatical year of release. The 
words of Jeremiah are : " In the beginning of the reign of Zede- 
kiah^ King of Judah, in the fourth year and in the fifth month." 
(Jer. xxviii. 1.) 

Jeremiah farther informs us that "the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah" was at the time of "the carrying away of Je- 
rusalem captive in the fifth month" (Jer. i. 3), which was^"in the 
tenth day of the month." (Jer. lii. 12.) If his eleventh year ended 
on the 10th of the fifth month, then his first began on the 10th 
of the fifth month. 

B.C. 558. The Captivity commenced on the 10th of the fifth 
month, August 8, B.C. 558, which was the eighth year of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. (2 Kiags xxiv. 12.) The reign of Zedekiah began 
on the same day, in proof of which ifr is said in 2 Kings 
XXV. 1 : " And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in 
the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar*, King of Babylon, came, he, and all his host, against Jeru- 
salem, and pitched against it." Ezekiel, who dates from the 
commencement of the captivity, places the time at which Jeru- 
salem was besieged on the same day, thus : " In the pinth year, in 
the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, write thee the name of 
the day, even this same day ; the King of Babylon set himself 
against Jerusalem this same day." (Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2.) From Ezekiel 
xl. 1, we learn that the beginning of the twenty-fifth year of 
the captivity was on 'Ithe tenth day of the month;" and this 
"tenth day of the month" was that on which "the city was 
smitten," and "in the fourteenth year." Now, the city was 
smitten on the 10th of the fifth month (Jer. lii. 12), in "the nine- 
teenth year of Nebuchadnezzar," which was B.C. 547; hence, the 
thirteenth year after ends on the 9th of the fifth month, B.C. 534 ; 
and the fourteenth year commences on the 10th of the fifth month 
of the same year, which was the " self-same day the . . . city 
was smitten." (Ezek. xl.^.) This being "the beginning of the 
. . . five and twentieth year of" the " captivity," it follows, there- 
fore, that it commenced on the 10th of the fifth month, just 
twenty-four years before; which, reckoned back from that time, 
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brings us to the lOth of the fifth month, B.C. 558, for the beginning 
of the captivity. At B.C. 561 we remarked that the Babylonish 
service commenced in the eighth year of the reign of Jehoiakim 
and terminated at the death of Belshazzar, the last King of Baby 
Ion, just seventy years from that time ; for they were to " serve the 
King of Babylon seventy years." As Nebuchadnezzar carried 
no Jews from Jerusalem to Babylon, that was not called the cap- 
tivity, but the *' seventy -years" service to "the King of Babylon" 
( Jer. XXV. 11) ; hence, whenever the captivity is mentioned, we 
understand the writer to mean "Jehoiachin'fi captivity" (Ezek. 
i.2), at which time Nebuchadnezzar carried "all the nobles of 
Judah and Jerusalem" (Jer. xxvii. 20) " away to Babylon." (Matt, 
i. 11.) "He carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes and 
all the mighty men of valor, even ten thousand captives, and all 
the craftsmen and smiths : none remained, save the poorest sort of 
the people of the land." (2 Kings xxiv. 14.) From this carrying 
" away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon," when " Jechoniah" (or 
Jehoiachin), " the king, and the queen, . . . the princes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from 
Jerusalem," Jeremiah daAes the commencement of the seventy- 
years captivity. (Jer. xxix. 1, 2, 10.) From this " removing of" the 
Jews out of "their own land" to the first year of Cyrus, Josephus 
says there was seventy years. {Ant, b. xi. c. i. s. 1.) 

Eather than acknowledge the possibility of an error in Ptol- 
emy's canoUj^all of this authority as to the time of the seventy- 
years captivity has been laid, aside, and its beginning dated 
in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim ; and that not only 
without any authority either sacred or profane, but by closing 
their eyes, as it were, to the words of Jeremiah, who assures 
us that the captivity was yet a subject of prophecy in the fifth 
year of Jehoiakim. (Jer. xxxvi. 9, 29.) The captivity could not 
have commenced before the end of the reign of Jehoiakim ; for 
when Nebuchadnezzar "came up again^ him," he "bound him in 
fetters to carry him to Babylon." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 6.) Prideaux 
concludes that Jehoiakim "having humbled himself to Nebuchad- 
pezzar" was again restored to his kingdom. But he should have 
noticed that the adverb " also," as used in ver. 7, shows that he was 
not only bound in chains to be carried to Babylon, but was also 
taken there ; for it is clear from ver. 7 that, with Jehoiakim, " Nebu- 
chadnezzar also carried off the vessels of the house of the Lord 
to Babylon." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 7.) At this place the Douay Bible 
reads thus: "Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar, King of the 
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Chaldeans, and led him bound with chains into Babylon." In the 
XpoQryphal book of Esdras, we read: "Wherefore against him 
Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon came up, and bound him 
with a chain of brass, and carried him into Babylon." (1 Es(lras i. 40,) 
When we call to mind that the sacred writers — in order to dis^ 
tingjiish the time of the beginning of their captivity from that 
tributary service to the King of Babylon, which commenced in th^ 
eighth year of Jehoiakim, and that of the ruin of their city at the 
end of the reign of Zedekiah — called it " Jehoiacljiin's captivity" 
(Bzek. i. 2 : 2 Kings xxv. 27 ; xxiv. 12 : Jer. x?iv. 1, 5 ; xx:vii. 20 ; 
xyix. 2^ : Estii. 6), it is strange that our divines could have 
been so much influenced by the authority of Ptolemy's canoft 
as to have ever . thought of dating the beginning of the caf)r 
tivity anywhere else. Ezekiel makes it a new epoch, from which 
he dates all his writings, and calls it "our captivity." (Ezek. 
xxxiii. 21 ; xl. 1.) The advocates for Ptolemy's canon evade 
this by saying Ezekiel only calls this "our captivity" because 
he was at that time carried from Jerusalem; bat if Josephus 
can be credited, Ezekiel was not carried from Jerusalem with 
"Jehoiachin's captivity." According to Josephus, "Ezekiel, who 
was then but young" {Jose. Ant. b. x. c. vi. s. 3) was carried away 
with "the children" at the time Daniel was taken captive. (Dan^ 
i.3,^.) From the expression "the captivity," as used in the 
book of Esther (ii. 6), it is evident that this is the epoch from which 
the Jews dated the beginning of their captivity. Jeremiah also in 
speaking of those who were carried away at this time?:), calls them 
the captives^ — "all that are carried away captives." (Jer. xxix.4.) 
Jeremiah here informs us that the captivity is to be dated from this 
epoch. Those who were then carried away — ^that is, with the c^pr 
tivity of Jehoiachin — were to remain in BabyloQ seventy years : 
" For thus saith the Lord, After seventy years be acconiplisbed at 
Babylon, I will visit you:" (Jer. xxix. 10.) But if they had re- 
turned at ihe end of seventy years from the fourth of Jehoiakim, 
they could have remained but sixty-two years at Babylon. Neither 
can the seventy years be commenced from a later period; "{o^ 
thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished ft1t 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word towards you, 
in causing you to return to this place." (Jer. xxix. 10.) Whije 
those who were taken captive at this time were to return at the 
ei^d of the seventy years, those carried away with Zedekiah were 
not to return at all, but were to "be removed into all the kingdom^ 
of the earth." (Jer. xxiv. 5, 9.) 
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The time of the beginning of the seventy -years captivity, 
being such an important point in chronology, we will in conclusion 
call the attention of the reader to the undeniable authority we have 
for commencing it in B.C. 558. The eclipse of the sun as re- 
corded by Jeremiah, and found to have occurred B.C. 549, prevents 
our beginning the captivity a single year lower, or more than one 
higher ; and the one foretold by Amos forbids our commencing it 
a single year either lower or higher without adding or diminishing 
a year more than we have inspired authority for doing. Again, 
through Ptolemy and Berosus we have settled the chronology of 
the kingdom of Babylon from the time of Nabonassar, their first 
king, to the end of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, which we have 
proven to be correct by five eclipses of the moon; hence, we 
cannot begin the reign of Nebuchadnezzar a single year higher 
nor lower, — and in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar the cap- 
tivity began. (2 Kings xxiv. 12.) At B.C. 666 and B.C. 510 we have 
adjusted both the beginning and end of the kingdom of Media 
with Bible chronology. That we have the chronology of that 
kingdom properly arranged, we prove by the eclipse of the sun 
which happened during a battle between the Medes and Lydians, as 
recorded by Herodotus. (See at B.C. 549.) With this combined 
authority, it may be considered certain that our chronology cannot 
be far from the truth ; and if not, it must be strictly correct ; for 
the captivity commencing in the fourth year of the Jewish cycle 
of seven, forbids any change as to the arrangement of our table 
of chronology except by entire cycles of seven full years, which 
clearly proves that B.C. 558 was the year in which Nebuchadnezzar 
"carried away all Jerusalem" (2 Kings xxiv. 14) "to Babylon." 
(Matt. i. 11.) From this epoch, B.C. 558, there must be just seventy 
years to the end of the captivity, when Cyrus issued the edict for 
their restoration. (Isa. xliv. 28.) 70 subtracted firom 558 leaves 
488; hence, it must have been issued B.C. 488. We are required 
to " KNOW AND UNDERSTAND that from the going forth of this com- 
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince," — that is, to the birth of that Prince who was " bom King 
of the Jews" (Matt. ii. 2), — ^there were just " seven weeks, and three- 
score and two weeks," of years. (Dan. ix. 25.) 483 years subtracted 
from B.C. 488, leaves us B.C. 5 for the time of the birth of Christ. 

B.C. 554. Zbdekiah's Fourth Year. — "In the third year of 
the reign of Jehoiakim" (Dan. i. 1), as tributary to the King of 
Babylon, which was eleven years after the time he had been made 
king by Necho, King of Egypt (2 Chron. xxxvi. 3), " the King of 
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Babylon came up and bound him with a chain of brass, and carried 
him into Babylon" (1 Esdras i. 40), where it would appear he re- 
mained quietly xmtil about the fourth year of the reign of Zede- 
kiah, when, escaping, he went "to th| Kings of Edom, and of 
Moab, and of the Ammonites, and of Tyrus, and to the King of 
Zidon," persuading them to join him in a revolt against the Kin-g of 
Babylon. Expecting their aid he returned to Jerusalem, and again 
took his kingdom (Jer. xxvii. 1), which the King of Babylon had 
given to Zedekiah. (2 Kings xxiv. 17.) 

But, doubting the propriety of entering rashly into this alli- 
ance with Jehoiakim, they sent "messengers imto Zedekiah, 
Eang of Judah" (Jer. xxvii. 3) to make inquiry concerning the 
matter; he, being undecided, consulted Jeremiah, who thus admon- 
ished him: "Bring your necks under the yoke of the kingdom of 
Babylon, and serve him and his people and live. Why will ye die, 
thou and thy people, by the sword, and by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken against the nation that will not 
serve the King of Babylon." (Jer. xxvii. 12, 18.) Zedekiah then 
went immediately to Babylon (Jer. li. 59), informing the king of 
the intention of Jehoiakim, who had already seated himself on the 
throne as " King of Judah" (Jer. xxvii. 1) ; and Jeremiah sent a 
message to those kings who had been almost persuaded to join 
Jehoiakim in a revolt, saying, "Thus shall ye say unto your masters ; 
. . . the nation and kingdom which will not serve . . . the King of 

Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the 

sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence until I have 
consumed them by his hand." (Jer. xxvii. 4, 8.) Those kings being 
thus deterred from aiding Jehoiakim, he again fell into the hands 
of the King of Babylon, at which time he was " drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem." Thus he was "buried with 
the burial of an ass" (Jer. xxii. 19) ; for " his dead body" was " cast 
out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost." (Jer. 
xxxvi. 30.) 

Jehoiakim's conduct having caused Nebuchadnezzar to cast 
his son Jehoiachin into prison (2 Kings xxv.27), and bring- 
ing much trouble on the kingdom of Judah, no one mourned 
his loss. (Jer. xxii. 18.) As the three months and ten days during 
which Jehoiachin reigned was during the lifetime of Jehoiakim, 
and before he had this second time been seated on the throne of 
his kingdom, Jehoiachin never occupied the throne of David as a 
successor to his father ; as Jeremiah spoke of Jehoiakim's " dead 
body" being "cast out," he evidently meant that he should "have 
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none to sit upon the tkrone of David" (Jer. xxxvi. 30) after hia 
death, which was strictly true, — for Jehoiakim was yet alive and 
again in possession of his kingdom after his son Jehoiachin had 
been carried to Babylon. (Jer. xxvii. 1.) This view of the matter 
removes the following difficulties : — 1. The fulfillment of the words 
of Jeremiah concerning Jehoiakim: "He shall have none to sit 
upon the throne of David." (Jer. xxxvi. 30.) 2. How Jehoiakim 
should have none to "lament for him" (Jer. xxii. 18), while his own 
son was King of Judah. 3. His dead body being cast forth beyond 
the gates of Jerusalem" (Jer. xxii. 19), since he was " carried into 
Babylon." (1 Esdras i. 40.) 4. The reign of Jehoiachin beginning 
during that of Zedekiah. (Jer. xxvii. 1, 3.) 5. Why Zedekiah 
should have left the kingdom over which Nebuchadnezzar had 
given him charge, and gone to Babylon in the fourth year of his 
reign." (Jer. li. 59.) 

B.C. 553. The Thirtieth Year. — The Jews had two cycles : 
one of seven, the other of forty -nine, years. By the first, they 
point out their sabbatical year (Lev. xxv.4); by the second, the 
year of jubilee. (Lev. xxv. 8.) From Ezekiel i. 1, 2, we learn that 
the thirtieth year of their cycle of forty-nine synchronizes with 
the fifth year of Jehoiachin's captivity, which, commencing the 10th 
of the fifth month, B.C. 554, ends on -the 10th of the fifth month, 
B.G.553. Since Ezekiel assures us that the 6th of the fourth 
month, in the fifth year of the captivity, was in the thirtieth of 
their cycle, the thirtieth year of their cycle of forfy-nine answers 
to B.C. 553. This, then, proves that in our table of chronology we 
have the year of jubilee properly arranged, and is also a demon- 
stration of its corr^tness ; for if there is any error, it must be 
one of forty-nine years. 

B.C. 549. EciiipsE OF THE SuN. — We remarked at B.C. 755 that 
the expression, "eclipse of the sun," was then unknown. To convey 
the idea, it wbuld be said, "the sun is gone down while it was 
yet day" (Jer. xv. 9) ; "I will cause the sun to go down at noon" 
(Amos viii. 9) ; " The sun shall be darkened in his going forth." 
(Isa.xiiL 10.) During the siege of Jerusalem, Jeremiah thus spoke 
of a total eclipse: "her sun is gone down while yet day." (Jer. 
XV. 9.) "It was" is in italic, denoting its absence in the original, 
which reads thus : " Her sun is gone down while yet day." Tlds was 
apparently written on the day of the eclipse, and clearly after t3ie 
Lord had "caused" the Chaldeans "to fall suddenly upon" Jeru- 
salem (Jer. XV. 8), and before its destruction ; for this was yet the 
#^bject of prophecy: "the residue of them will I deliver to the 
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sword before their enemies, saith the Lord." (Jer. xv. 9.) The 10th 
of the tenth month in the ninth of Zedekiah, when "the King of 
Babylon set himself against Jerusalem" (Ezek.xxiv.2), "at noon- 
day" (Jer. XV. 8), was Tuesday, January 5, B.C. 549, and the city was 
destroyed on thfe 10th of the fourth month, B.C. 647. To substan- 
tiate our chronology there must have been a total eclipse of the 
sun at Jerusalem within the limits of the above-mentioned time. 
By calculation, one occurred there on June 19, B.C. 549, at 30m. past 
nine in the mornings — five months and fourteen days after Nebu- 
chadnezzar commenced the war. As Zedekiah expected the King 
of Babylon when " he rebelled against him," we can hardly suppose 
that his approach caused much surprise in the city ; for he came 
"at noonday." (Jer. xv. 8.) Qence, by the falling of "terrors upon 
the city" (Jer. xv. 8)^ we must imderstand the terror caused by the 
day being thus suddenly " changed into the darkest night." " I 
have caused darkness'* to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon 
the city." Dr. Stukely says of a total eclipse of the sun: "It 
was the most awful sight I had ever beheld." Jeremiah con- 
sidered this eclipse as a sign of the ruin of that city : " her sun 
is gone down while it is yet day ; she hath been ashamed and con- 
founded: and the residue of them will I deliver to the sword 
before their enemies, saith the Lord." (Jer. xv. 9.) 

B.C. 549. The Eclipse op Thales. — The war between the Medes 
and Lydians, during the reign- of Cyaxares, continued five years. 
"In the sixth year, when they were carrying on the war with 
nearly equal success, on occasion of an engagement it happened 
that in the heat of the battle day was suddenly turned into night. 
This change of the day, Thales, the Milesian, had foretold to the 
lonians, fixing beforehand this year as the very period Tlq which 
the chaijge actually took place." {Herod, b. i. c. 74.) This un- 
doubtedly was a total eclipse of the sun. Though Cyaxares 
reigned forty years, this war could not have commeiiced earlier 
than his twenty-ninth year, — B.C. 557. (See p. 40.) If we subtract 
the five years during which it continued, we will have B.C. 552. 
Hence, the sixth year of the war answers to B.C. 551 ; and the 
fcwftieth of Cyaxares ends B.C. 546. We are thus limited to five 
years for the time of this eclipse. It must have occurred between 
B.C. 651 and B.C. 546. Herodotus being silent as to the location 
of the battle-field, all we can know is that it was either in Media 



* The word ^^him'* is not in the original. As Jeremiah was here alluding to 
the eclipse, we supply ** darkness" instead of "him." 
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or Lydia, or at some place between them. By calculation, a 
total eclipse of the sun passed between these two kingdoms on 
June 19, B.C, 549. It was central on lat. 35 and long. 40, at 9m, 
after ten in the morning. The historian informs us that the 
King of Cilicia and the King of Babylon were the mediators, 
" These were they who hastened the treaty between Cyaxares and 
the King of Lydia." We may therefore infer that- the field of 
battle was at some place near Babylon or Gilicia, or between these 
places. 

B.C. 548. The Sabbatical Year. — Nebuchadnezzar com- 
menced the siege of Jerusalem in the ninth of Zedekiah, on the 
10th of the, tenth month (2 Kings xxv. 1), — that is, Tuesday, 
January 5, B.C. 549 ; and between tfee 1st of the seventh month, 
October, B.C. 549, and the 1st of the first month, April, B.C. 548, 
^'the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem," hearing that "Pharoah's 
army had come forth out of Egypt, departed from the city" (Jer. 
xxxvii. 5), at which time Nebuchadnezzar, in the eighteenth year 
of his reign, " carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred 
and thirty-two Jews." (Jer. lii. 29.) When "the King of Babylon 
. . . fought against Jerusalem" (Jer. xxxiv. 1), Zedekiah, " becoming 
alarmed, sent to Jerusalem, saying, Pray now unto the Lord our 
God for us" (Jer. xxxvii. 8) ; " then Jeremiah the prophet spake" 
unto Zedekiah, saying, " Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will give 
this city into the hand of the King of Babylon, and he shall burn 
it with fire." (Jer. xxxiv. 2, 6.) At this time the Jews humbling 
themselves, consented to yield obedience to the law of Moses; 
and as the year of release was then at hand, Zedekiah " made a 
covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim 
liberty Jnto them." (Jer. xxxiv. 8.) " But afterwards, . . . when the 
army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of 
Pharaoh's army" (Jer. xxxvii. 11), "they turned, and caused the 
servants, and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, 
and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids." 
(Jer.xxxiv.il.) "Therefore the word of the Lord came imto 
Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, Behold, I will command, saith the 
Lord, and cause" the King of Babylon "to return to this city ; 
and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire." 
(Jer. xxxiv. 12, 22.) We here learn that the sabbatical year had 
commenced before the army of the Chaldeans returned to Jeru- 
salem, which was in the tenth of Zedekiah and the eighteenth 
of Nebuchadnezzar. (Jer.xxxii. 1.) As Zedekiah's tenth year 
ended on the 10th of the fifth month, August 18, b.c, 548, the sab 
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batical year had commenced before that time. Nebuchadnezzar's 
eighteenth year ended about the 1st of the seventh month, B.C. 548. 
And between this and the end of the sabbatical year, he carried 
off during this the Jewish " seventh year, three thousand Jews and 
. three-and twenty." (Jer. lii. 28.) 

B.C. 548. The Skvbnth Year and year of Jubilee adjusted. 
— The season at which the sabbatical year commenced is thus made 
clear : " This month shall be to you the beginning of months : it shall 
be the first month of the year to you." (Ex. xii. 2.) It Was called " the 
month Abib" (Ex. xiii. 4), — that is, the month of " the young ears 
of com, or of the new fruit." {Gruden) Six of these years com- 
mencing with "the month Abib" were to be spent in sowing and 
reaping (Lev.xxv. 8); and the seventh was a sabbatical year, — "a 
sabbath of rest unto the land." (Lev. xxv. 4.) Since it is called the 
seventh year, it must begin where the sixth ends. We can accord- 
ing to the law commence it nowhere else ; for if we commence it 
with the seventh month of the sixth year, then the Jews would only 
spend five years and six months in sowing and reaping instead of 
the six years their law required ; or, if they began it with the 
seventh month of the seventh year, they would thus spend six 
years and six months, and so continue a state of confusion 
through every cycle. As the seventh year began with the 
month Abib, it was necessary for the sixth year to yield a supply 
sufficient for three years. (Lev. xxv. 21.) But had the sabbatical 
year commenced with the seventh month, then the sixth year would 
have had to yield a supply for only two years. Had the year of jubilee 
commenced with the month Abib as the sabbatical year, then once in 
forty-nine years it would have been necessary for the sixth year to 
have yielded a supply sufficient for four years. No such provision 
having been made in the law, shows that we have the year of 
jubilee properly arranged. The day on which the jubilee is to be 
proclaimed is pointed out, — that is, " the tenth day of the seventh 
month." (Lev. xxv. 9.) To distinguish this from the Jewish forty- 
ninth sabbatical year, it is called the fiftieth year, which, indeed, 
it is ; for it is another year commencing at a different time, or 
in another month. And as they were required to hallow this 
fiftieth year, it must be a whole year, ending on the 10th of the 
seventh month in the following year. This being called the fiftieth 
year, some have thought it meant the year following the forty- 
nmth, — ^that is, the fiftieth year commencing with the same month 
with which the forty-ninth began. But since they were required to 
"cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the 
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seventli*montli," tliis will not do ; for then the trumpet proclaiming 
the opening of the jubilee would sound nearly six months before 
the beginning of the year. Had the year of jubilee commenced 
with the same month with the other forty-nine year^ then once 
in that period they would have spent only five years in sowing 
and reaping. The law enjoined: "Six years thou shalfc sow thy 
field.^' (Lev. xxv. 3.) We have this clear proof that the year of 
jubilee ended in the year following the forty-ninth, in time for 
them to sow their grain. The jubilee could not reach farther than 
the seventh month of the eighth year ; for it was positively re- 
quired: "Ye shall sow the eighth year." (Lev. xxv. 22. Seep. 66.) 
Having pointed out the month with which the sabbatical year 
commenced, we are now prepared to adjust it to our chronology. 
As B.C. 163 and 135 were sabbatical years, there is no room for 
controversy as to B.C. 548 being a sabbatical year ; for if we sub- 
tract 163 from 548, we have 385, which, divided by 7, leaves no 
remainder. (On p. 110 we have observed that the tenth of Zede- 
kiah was a sabbatical year, to which we refer the reader.l The 
two different times at which the army of the Chaldeans went 
to Jerusalem may be distinguished by noticing that Jeremiah 
was not imprisoned the first time ; for he was not put in prison 
until after "the army of the Chaldeans was broken up for fear 
of Pharaoh's army." (Jer. xxxvii. 4, 11, 12, 15.) And he "abode 
in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was 
taken." (Jer. xxxviii. 28.) The army returned to Jerusalem 
" in the tenth of Zedekiah ;" for Jeremiah was then " in prison." 
(Jer. xxxii. 1, 2.) As Zedekiah's tenth year ended on the 10th of 
the fifth month, August 18, B.C. 548, the army of the Chaldeans had 
returned before that, and .the sabbatical year had commenced 
(Jer. xxxiv. 15, 16, 22) ;. hence, we cannot place the tenth of Zede- 
kiah> nor the eighteenth of Nebuchadnezzar, a year higher than 
we have in our chronology, and the sabbatical year of B.C. 674, 
forbids our placing the fourteenth of Hezekiah a year lower. 
With this adjustment of the sabbatical year, it becomes a 
very important means of testing our chronology. For example : 
the thirty-first year of Josiah ends in the Jewish sixth year ; if 
we move his reign a single year lower, it would terminate in the 
sabbatical year ; but " the Jews observe this rest every seventh 
year as they do every seventh day," {Jose, Ant, b. xiii. c. viii. s. 1.) 
Therefore, he could not during that year voluntarily have engaged 
in a war which was declared to be not against him. (2 Chron. 
XXXV. 21). Having thus adjusted the sabbatical year with the reign 
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of the Kings of Judah, if there be an error in our chronology, it 
must be one ©f seven full years. This enables us to settle chro- 
nology with great precision. For instance: being limited to' five 
years in which to find the eclipse of Thales (see at B.C. 549), which 
occurred on June 19, B.C. 549, suppose we strike seven years out 
of our chronology, we would then lack six of reaching the time 
of this eclipse. Or, if we add seven years, then the eclipse of 
B.C. 549 would be four years too late for the one as recorded by 
Herodotus. Since, then, we can prove that the tenth of Zedekiah 
was a sabbatical year, we can even by this eclipse of Thales prove 
that B.C. 548 was the tenth of Zedekiah ; for we have adjusted the 
reign of the Kings of the Mecles with our chronology. (See at 
B.C. 666 and B.C. 510.) Having proven that ZedekiaVs reign began 
in " the fourth year" of the Jewish cycle of seven, and that his tenth 
was a sabbatical year, the Jewish cycle of seven years enables us 
to combine our whole catalogue of eclipses both of the sun and 
moon to prove that Zedekiah's reign began B.C. 558. With this 
adjustment of the seventh year and the year of jubilee with the 
reigns of the Kings of Israel, it is clear that our chronology cannot 
be erroneous. 

B.C. 547. Zedekiah's Eleventh Year. — "The city was be- 
sieged unto the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. And on the 
sabbath, the ninth day of the fourth month," Saturday, July 7, 
B.C. 547, " the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by 
night." (2 Kings xxv. 2-4.) " And in the fifth month, on the seventh 
day of the month," Saturday, August 4, B.C. 547, came the " captain 
of the ^ard, a servant of the King of Babylon, unto Jerusalem" 
(2 Kings XXV. 8) ; and on the third day after, — ^that is, " in the fifth 
month, in the tenth day of the month," Tuesday, August 7, B.C. 547, 
"which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar" (Jer.lii. 12) 
-^"they burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all 
the houses of Jerusalem." (2 Kings xxv. 9.) As the 9th of the 
fourth month was in the eleventh of Zedekiah (Jer. xxxix. 2), his 
^eventh year was not out at that time. His eleventh year ended 
" in the fifth month," at the time of " the carrying away of Jerusalem 
captive (Jer. i. 3), which was on the 10th of the fifth month ; for the 
time the " captain of the guard carried away captive ... the people 
that remained in the city," was when he " burned the king's house, 
and the houses of the people" (Jer. xxxix. 9, 8), " in the tenth day 
of the fifth month." (Jer. lii. 12.) As the eleventh of Zedekiah 
ends on the 10th of the fifth month, B.C. 547, it must also have 
commenced on the 10th of the fifth month, B.C. 558. 
8 
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B.C. 547. Ezra, the Priest, was the son of Seraiah." (Ezravii.1.) 
By comparing Ezra vii. 1-6 with 1 Ohron. vi. 3-14, we find that this 
Seraiah was the high-priest who Was slain by Nebuchadnezzar at 
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem (2 Kings xxv.18, 21)^ 
B.C. 647; hence, Ezra could not have been less than one hun- 
dred and fifteen years old when he went to Jerusalein, in the 
seventh of Artaxerxes, B.C. 431. (Ezra vii. 6.) As Jehoiada was " an 
hundred and thirty years old when he died" (2 Chron. xxiv. 16), 
and Tobit -'a hundred and fifty-eight" (Tobitxiv. 11), it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that Ezra was one hundred and sixteen when 
he went up from Babylon to Jerusalem ; yet it is a further proof 
of error in Ptolemy's canon ; for according to it, Ezra could not 
have been less than one hundred and eighty at the time he is said 
to have "reformed the Jewish Church and State. (See p. 11.) 

B.C. 646. The Seventy-tears Indignation.— -(See at B.C. 477.) 

B.C. 645. The Seventy- years Fast and Mourning, — (See at 
B.C. 476.) 

B.C. 534. The Year of Jubilee. — " And the Lord spake unto 
Moses in Mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel 
and say unto them. When ye come into the land which I give you, 
then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the Lord." (Lev. xxv. 1, 2.) 
Mark the expression : " then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the 
Lord," — not the people of the land. When the Jews were in their 
" enemies' land," the land enjoyed her sabbaths. " For I know," 
says Moses, "that after my death ye shall utterly corrupt your- 
selves, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded 
you ; and evil will befall you in the latter days" (Deut. xxxi..29) ; 
"and your land shall be desolate, aiid your cities waste. Then 
shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and 
ye be in your enemies land ; even then shall the land rest, and 
enjoy her sabbaths." (Lev. xxvi. 34.) "Forsaith the Lord I will 
remember the land. The land also shall be left of them, and shall 
eiqoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them." (Lev. 
xxivi 43.) This was accomplished during the seventy-years ^p- 
tivity; "for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to 
fulfill threescore and ten years." (2 Ohron. xxxvi 21.) Within 
these, seventy -years rest there was but one year of jubilee, which 
occurred B.C. 634. This was the year of rest to the land for the 
jubilee-sabbath. From the time the land shall "keep this sabbath 
unto the Lord" thou shalt "number seven sabbaths of years" 
(Lev. XXV. 8), "which are a shadow of things to come" (CoLii. 17); 
hence, the aaatitype must be that of a great sabbath of sabbaths, 
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or jubilee of jubilees, wMch is 49 times 49, or 2401 years. The 
Julian period for the year B.C. 534 is 4180, to which if we add 
2401, we have 65S1, which is the Julian period for a.d. 1868. 
Hence, A.D. 1868 must be the year of jubilee as shadowed forth 
by the law, at which time "the great trumpet shall be blown" 
(Isa. xxvii. 13), " in the new moon in the time appointed, on our 
solemn feast-day" (Ps. Ixxxi. 8), — that is, "on the" 10th of the 
seventh month, "in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet 
sound thromghout all your land" (Lev. xxv. 9) ; for this was a 
statute for I^ael, and a law of the God of Jacob." (Ps. Ixxxi. 4.) 
"The jubilee," says Parkhurst, "is a lively prefiguration of the 
great consummation of time, which will be •introduced in like 
manner by the trump of God (1 Cor. xv. 52), when the children 
and heirs of God shall be delivered from all forfeiture, and restored 
to the eternal inheritance allotted to them by their Father, and 
thenceforth rest fi?om their labors, and be supported in life and 
happiness by what the field of God shall supply." (See Clark on 
Lev. xxv. 11.) 

B.C. 522. Evil-merodach's First Year. — Nebuchadnezzar 
reigned about forty-three years and six months. (2 Kings xxv. 27.) 
We will then suppose that Evil-merodach's reign began" with the 
1st* of the first month, March 26, B.C. 522, and, according to Jo- 
sephus, it continued eighteen years. Ptolemy gives him but two. 
Josephus, however, is the preferable authority ; for his people wer^ 
then in Babylon, while Ptolemy, living six hundred years after, was 
as dependent upon history as we are. Evil-merodach lived longer 
than Jehoiachin ; and the expression, " all the days of his life" 
(Jer. lii. 83), certainly conveys an idea that Jehoiachin lived more 
than two years. If Jlvil-merodach had 'reigned but two, then 
Jehoiachin could not have lived more than about one year after 
his release from prison ; for that was near the end of Evil-mero- 
dach's first year. (See further on this subject at the second year 
of Evil-merodach.) 

B.C. 621. The Thirty-seventh Year of the Captivity. — 
" In the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, 
King of Jtidah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day 
of the month," — March 10, B.C. 521, — "Evil-merodach, King of 
Babylon, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin, King of Judah, and 
brought him forth out of prison." (Jer. lii. 81.) If we allow him 
one duj to " change his prison-garments," and to equip himself in 
a manner suitable to appear before the king, we will have "the 
seven and twentieth day of the month" — March 12 — ^for his ap- 
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pearance in the presence of the king, who " spake kindly to him, 
and set his throne above the thrones of the kings that were with 
him in Babylon." (2 Kings xxv. 27, 28.) While the 25th of the 
twelfth month dates the time he was delivered from within the 
walls of the prison, the 27th dates the ratifying of his release by 
the king. 

B.C. 521. Evil-merodach's Second Year. — The second year 
of Nebuchadnezzar, as mentioned by Daniel (ii. 1,) was not that of 
the king in whose reign he was taken captive^ but the one whom 
we call Evil-merodach. Says Prideaux: — "Nebuchadnezzar was 
the name among the Babylonians commonly given to their kings 
as that of Pharaoh was among the Egyptians." Herodotus ex- 
pressly mentions that the last King of Babylon " bore the name of 
his father." (JSTerorf. b. i. 188.) Though all of the Kings of Egypt 
were in his day called Pharaoh, he designates none by this name ; 
for his custom was to use their first name; and the king who 
burned Jerusalem in the nineteenth year of his reign (2 Kingsxxv. 8), 
is by him called Labynetus. {Rerod. b. i. s. 74.) Evil-merodach's 
first name was Balthasar (Baruch i. 11); but, on ascending the 
throne of Babylon, he assumed that of Nebuchadnezzar, which we 
thus prove : — The Jews were to serve three and only three Kings 
of Babylon, — that is, "Nebuchadnezzar and his son" [Evil-mero- 
dach], "and his son's son" [Belshazzar] (Jer. xxvii. 7) ; and the 
father of this last king (Dan. v. 30) is, both by "the queen" and 
Daniel, called Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan. v. 11, 18.) 

Since Daniel expressly says that this, the father of Belshazzar, 
was the Nebuchadnezzar that " was driven from the sons of men 
. . . and had his dwelling with the wild beasts" (Dan. v. 21), is it not 
strange that those who* claim to be " masters in Israel" could have 
had such unbounded confidence in Ptolemy's canon as to follow 
him in that portion of his chronology which contradicts both 
Daniel and Jeremiah. It is impossible that the king in whose 
" second year" Daniel was " made ruler over the whole province ol 
Babylon (Dan. ii. 1-48), can be the one in whose reign he. was taken 
captive ; for that Nebuchadnezzar was " King of Babylon" when he 
went " unto Jerusalem and besieged it" (Dan. i. 1), at which time 
Daniel was taken away (Dan. i. 6) ; and it was not until three full 
years after he reached Babylon that he " stood before the king" 
(Dan.i.5); hence, when he first appeared in the presence of that 
Nebuchadnezzar, it could not have been earlier than the fourth year 
of his reign. But we here find Daniel standing before this king in 
his second year's reign (Dan. ii. 1, 27), which makes it impossible 
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that this could have been the same king in whose reign Daniel was 
taken captive. Berosus says that "Nebuchadnezzar after he had 
began to build the wall fell sick, and departed this life when he 
had reigned forty-three years, whereupon his son Evil-merodach 
obtained the kingdom ;" hence, before the reign of Evil-merodach 
this work was not completed, and the one that built the wall 
was Nebuchadnezzar, who "was driven from men and did eat 
grass as oxen." " Is not this great Babylon th^t I have built ?" 
(Dan. iv. 30.) 

Evil-merodach, which signifies "the fool grinds bitterly," was a 
name given only in derision ; for he acted the part of a fool and 
did grind bitterly when in anger and fury he "commanded to 
destroy all the wise men of Babylon" (Dan. ii. 12) ; and seemed to 
possess an " evil" spirit as " he was driven from men, and did eat 
grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dews of heaven, till 
his hairs were grown like eagles* feathers, and his nails like birds' 
claws." (Dan. iv. 33.) The Chaldeans charged the king with doing 
that which " no king nor ruler" did, and with requiring of them 
that which no " man upon the earth" could do. (Dan. ii. 10.) Berosus 
seems to allude to* this when he says Evil-merodach " governed 
public affairs after an illegal and impure manner, and had a plot 
laid against him by Neriglissar, his sister's husband ;" — that is, " he 
was driven from his kingdom." As Daniel wrote at that day and 
in the Chaldean language, we could not expect him to call this king 
Evil-merodach, — that is, "the fool grinds bitterly;" but after 
Babylon was destroyed, and Evil-merodach's kindred were all 
dead, Ezra, or whoever wrote the last chapter of the book of 
Jeremiah, calls him Evil-merodach to distinguish him from the one 
Jeremiah called Nebuchadnezzar. Now, all must admit that the 
fiither of Belshazzar, the last King of Babylon, was called Nebu- 
chadnezzar ; but this could not have been the on^ in whose reign 
the captivity commenced : for the Jews were to serve that Nebu- 
chadnezzar, " and his son, and his son's son." (Jer. xxvii. 7.) If it 
be asked why Daniel, calling both of these kings by the same name, 
did not mention that this was another Nebujchadnezzar? We 
answer: the first chapter has no connection with the second, and 
was written, as we may suppose, when Daniel was young, while 
the second chapter, containing the history of what happened about 
thirty-seven years after, could not have been written so early. 
From ver. 21 of the first chapter, which was added by some later 
author, we learn that this was at that time the end of the first 
book. 
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B.C. 512. Evil-Merodagh's Eleventh Year. — We liave ob- 
served at B.C. 521, tliat Evil-merodach was the Nebuchadnezzar of 
Dan. ii. To him Daniel said : " They shall drive thee from m^ and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall 
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the 
dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thoa know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever h^ will." (Dan. iv. 25.) Berosus informs ns that he 
was thus driven forth by "Neriglissar, his sister's husband." The 
reign of Evil-merodach seems to be similar to that of Cyaxares. 
We may say that Cyaxares died when he had reigned but twelve 
years, though his death occurred forty years after he first asc^ided 
the throne; for in his reign is to be included the twenty-eight 
years the Scythians possessed the dominion. And thus Berosus 
could properly say that Evil-merodach "was slain," or "driven 
from men when he had reigned but two years" (see p. S8) ; for in 
the ten years since he ascended the throne is to be included the 
time "he governed public aflfairs' after an illegal and impure man- 
ner," and the time of the Belteshazzar government. If this con- 
struction can be received, then we can recondle Berosus with Jo- 
sephus and the Bible. It is certain that Josephus either under- 
stood this to be the meaning of Berosus, or possessed informa- 
tion showing that he was mistaken ; for, with the works of Berosus 
before him, he says Evil-merodach died " after a reign of eighteen 
years." (»7bse. J.ri^. b. x. c. xi. s. 2.) 

B.C. 512. Neriglissar's First Year. — About the eleventh year 
of the reign of Evil-merodach (Nebuchadnezzar), " he was driven 
from men" (Dan. iv. 38) by his son Neriglissar, who, ascending the 
throne of Babylon "reigned four years." With the supposition 
of Ptolemy that Evil-merodach was slain at the end of two years, 
and that the kingdom passed from the family of Nebuchadnezzar, 
we can never reconcile the prophecy of Jeremiah, that the efews 
were to serve Nebuchadnezzar, " and his son, and his son's son, 
until the very time of his land come." (Jer. xxvii. 7.) But that the 
kingdom did not go out of his family, we have positive proof; for 
"they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the 
Kingdom of Persia." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 20.) This proves Josephus 
is correct in saying that this Neriglissar, EvU-merodach's sisterV 
husband, was also his own son. He, however, did not assume the 
position of a king, or deprive his father of the honor of the 
kingdom, but was one of those counsellors or lords who made the 
kingdom '' sure unto his father." (Dan. iv. 26-36.) 
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B.C.510. Cyrus's First Year. — According to Herodotus, the 
reign of Cyrus foUbwed the thirty-fifth year of the reign of 
Astyages, King of Media; and froA this epoch his reign con- 
tinued twenty-nine years. His twenty-ninth year synchronizes 
with B.C. 482. This adjusts the reign of the Kings of Media with 
our chronology. , 

B.C. 506. The Seventh Year of E vil-merodach's Insanity. — 
Evil-merodach, having been "driven from men" (Dan.iv. 33) by his 
son Neriglissar, had his " dwelling with the beasts of the field" until 
"seven times" (or years) "passed over him" (Dan. iv. 16, 82), which 
interval was filled up thus : Neriglissar reigned four years and his 
son nine months, and Belshazzar two years and about three months, 
at which time, his father's seven-years insanity having expired, he 
restored to him the kingdom. Says Evil-merodach : " My reason 
returned unto me . . . and my counsellors and my lords sought 
unto me and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me," (Dan.iv. 36.) Hence, Josephus cor- 
rectly allows him about eighteen years. 

B.C. 503. Eclipse of the Sun. — As a sign to the kingdom of 
Babylon that Cyrus was about to overthrow the Eastern " world," 
Isaiah foretold that the sun should "be darkened in his going 
forth" (Isa. xiii. 10) ; but as he said, " the moon and stars of heaven" 
should also be darkened^ he apparently alluded to a darkness such 
as that caused by a cloud, rather than an eclipse of the sun. 
Xenophon, alluding to it, says : — " When Larissa was besieged by 
the King of Persia, at the time the Persians were wresting the 
empire from the Medes, he could not make himself master of it 
by any means; when it happened that the sun, obscured by a 
cloud, disappeared, and the darkness continued till, the inhabitants 
being seized with consternation, the town was taken." Those who 
understand Xenophon here to allude to an eclipse of the sun, say 
it occurred "when Cyrus took Larissa ;" and in the eighth year of 
of Cyrus — that is, B.C. 503 — ^there was a total eclipse of the sun at 
•Rages, in Media, June 21, at 18m. after four in the afternoon. K it 
happened at the time that the sun was "obscured by a cloud," 
the darkest night must have ensued, naturally terrifying the 
Medes. ^ 

B.C. 491. The Seventy- years 'Service to the kingdom of 
Babylon ended about the 10th of the fifth month, B.C. 491; for 
Belshazzar, the last Eling of Babylon was then slain (Dan. v. 30), 
— ^as it is written, " When seventy years are accomplished, I will 
punish the King of Babylon." (Jer. xxv. 12.) 
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B.C. 490. "Darius, the Median." — The Medes and Persians 
havin^ c nquered the Chaldeans, Cyaxares, the uncle ot Cyrus, who 
is by Daniel called " Darius, tfie Median, took the kingdom." (Dan. 
V. 31.) We cannot tell whether Daniel had not seen the book of 
Jeremiah until this time ; but before the first year of the reign of 
this king, Daniel had not discovered the difi^rence between the 
seventy-years service to the King of Babylon (Jer. xxv. 11), 
and what Ezekiel calls "our captivity." (Ezek. xl. 1.) The seventy- 
years service being accomplished at the death of Belshazzar, 
and the Jews not yet having . permission to return and build 
Jerusalem, may well have excited the deepest emotion in Daniel, 
causing him to seek by prayer and the searching of books, by 
which he learned from Jeremiah xxix. 1-10, that they were to 
remain in Babylon until " seventy years be accomplished" from the 
time of Jehoiachin's captivity ; for they were not only to "serve 
the King of Babylon seventy years," but the Lord had foretold that 
"he would accomplish seventy years in the desolation of Jeru- 
salem" (Dan. ix. 2), which commenced with Jehoiachin's captivity 
when Nebuchadnezzar "carried away all Jerusalem." (2 Kings 
xxiv. 14.) 

B.C. 490. The First Year of Cyrus begins, according to 
Ptolemy, with the conquest of Babylon. Daniel commences his 
reign from the same epoch ; for what Ezra (i. 1), and Esdras (1st, ii. 1), 
and the author of ver. 21 of Dan. i., calls the first of Cyrus, is by 
Daniel called the third of Cyrus. (Dan.x.i.) Ptolemy makes his 
reign nine years. 

B.C. 488. Cyrus's First Year. — Ezra calls "Cyrus, the King 
of Babylon" (Ezra v. 13) ; for he begins his reign after the death 
of Darius. Says Xenophon : — " At the conclusion of the first 
year of Darius, Cyrus assembled his army together at Babylon 
and undertook that expedition in which he is reported to have 
subdued all those nations which lie from the entrance into 
Syria as far as the Eed Sea." A ad Ezra could not have com- 
menced the reign of Cyrus before this conquest ; for at the time ' 
of what he calls the first of Cyrus, we find that he had subdued 
"all these nations," for Cyrus said: "The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth." (Ezr^ i. 2.) Accord- 
ing to Xenophon, Cyrus reigned seven years from "the acquisition 
of his empire ; and Ptolemy who, omitting the reign of Darius, 
begins the reign of Cyrus at the conquest of Babylon, gives him 
nine years. From this we may infer that Darius reigned about 
two years. 
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B.C. 488. End o:f the Seventy- yeaks Captivity. — On the 
lOth of the fifth month, August •IS, B.C. 488, the seventy-years 
captivity ended, and " the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem" went forth ; for the object of the edict of Cyrus was 
"that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled" (Ezra i. 1)> — which word was : " After seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you and perform my good 
word toward you, in causing you to return to this place" (Jer. 
xxix. 10) : " and Cyrus shall perform all my pleasure : even saying 
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; and to the temple. Thy founda- 
tion shall be laid." (Isa. xliv. 28.) " When Cyrus read this, having 
an earnest desire to fulfill what was so written, he called for the 
most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and gave them leave to 
go back to their own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem." 
{Jose. J.n^. b. xi. c. i. s. 2.) For, said he, "the Lord God of heaven 
hath . . . charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem," which 
could not be done until the city was built ; for " all the houses of 
Jerusalem" had been "burnt with fire." (2 Kings xxv. 9.) This 
proves that we must supply the word " build" in Ezra i. 3, and read 
the text thus : " Let him go up to build Jerusalem, which was m 
Judah ;" for they could not. go up to that which did not exist ; and 
in Ezra iv. 12, we find the Jews employed in building this city. 
The commandment, as given by "the Lord God of heaven" 
through his " shepherd" Cyrus, " even saying to Jerusalem, Thou 
shall be built," was the only one ever given "to restore and build 
Jerusalem." Since the Lord hath declared, saying, Cyrus "shall 
perform all my pleasure" concerning the commandment to build 
Jerusalem, " even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built" (Isa. 
xliv. 28), we can commence the sixty-nine weeks from the going 
forth of a commandment as given by no king under heaven save 
that of Cyrus. From the time the Jews left Egypt to the ruin of 
their city by the Eomans, we are unable to find either in sacred or 
profane history another commandment for the restoration of Jeru- 
salem ; but .had there been many, the following would yet restrict 
us to this as the one alluded to by the angel Gabriel. Jerusalem 
was lying desolate, and the Jews were in Babylon near the close 
of their captivity. Daniel, having understood by "books" that the 
Lord "would accomplish seventy years in the desolation of Jeru- 
salem" (Dan. ix. 2), was engaged in prayer for that restoration of 
his people which had been foretold by Jeremiah saying, " O Lord, 
according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee let thine anger 
and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem" (Dan. ix. 16); 
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and while thus praying for this restoration, as foretold by Jere 
miah, an angel "being caused to fly swiftly, touched" him (D^o. 
ix.21), and "informed" him, saying, "from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem." (Dan.ix.25,) 
What commandment? Daniel knew of but the one which the 
Lord was to give to his " shepherd" Cyrus, the going forth of 
which he expected at the end of seventy years from the beginning 
of the captivity ; for he had just " understood by books" that the 
Lord "would accomplish seventy years in the desolation of Jeru- 
salem" (Dan. ix. 2); hence, we need no longer conjecture as to 
the epoch from which the sixty-nine weeks of Daniel are to be 
dated; for it is this or none. (See p. 54.) K we subtract 483 
from 488, 5 remains. This gives us B.C. 5 for the appearing of 
Christ. 

B.C. 488. The Third Year of Cyrus. — Though "Darius, the 
Median, took the kingdom" at the time of the death of Belshazzar 
(Dan. V. 31), it had been revealed to Daniel that the "kingdom" was 
"divided and given to the Medes and Persians" (Dan. v. 28) ; so he 
reckons the reign both of Cyrus and Darius from the time of the 
death of Belshazzar ; hence, what Daniel calls the " third year of 
Cyrus, King of Persia" (Dan. x. 1), is, by the author of ver. 21 of 
the first chapter of Daniel, called "the first year of King Cyrus." 
Daniel "prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of 
Cyrus the Persian" (Dan.vi.28); but he died "the first year of 
King Cyrus" (Dan. i. 21), reckoning from the death of Darius, 
which was, by Daniel, called " the third year of Cyrus, King of 
Persia." (Dan. x. 1 ; xii. 13.) 

B.C. 488. Daniel's "Time, Times, and a half." — "In the four 
and twentieth day of the first month" (Dan. x. 4), — Sunday, May 2, 
B.C. 488, — in answer to "How long shall it be to the end of these 
wonders ?" (Dan. xii. 6), as seen in the vision of Daniel, the angel 
answered : "It shall be for a time, times, and a half; and when he 
shall have accomplished to scattef the power of the holy people, 
all these things shall be finished." (Dan. xii. 7.) Our God having 
declared that " The wise shaU understand" (Dan, xii. 10), his word 
is here involved : therefore, no prophetic period can claim a more 
prayerful and untiring anxiety to comprehend than this. The 
most careful research is required to disclose these "times and 
a half;" for they are so involved in mystery that Daniel himself 
did not understand the period thus pointed out. " I heard, but I 
understood not." (Dan. xii. 8.) This period is of great importance; 
for within its limits aU of those things as seen by Daniel in his 
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visions ate to be accomplislied. (Dan. xii. 6.) So necessary is it 
for us to be fully satisfied as to its trutbfulness, or exact accom- 
plisbmeiit, that one of the glorious Lost of heaven was sent to 
ratify it with an oath: "When he held up his right hand 
and his left hand unto heaven, he sware by him that liveth 
forever, that it shall be for a time, tirhes, and a halfy (Dan. 
xii. 7.) A superficial view of Eevelations xii. has given rise to 
the almost universal supposition that this Is a period of 1260 
years (see A.D.26); but we shall prove by three reasons that this- 
is erroneous. 

First A "time, times, and a half" cannot be less than three 
years and a half; therefore, to make them consist of 1260 days 
we must allow 860 days to the yeair. But such a year was 
unknown to the Jews ; for their shortest year consisted of 854, 
their longest of 884, days; while three and a half of their 
shortest years contained 1269 days, the same number of their 
longest consisted of 1299, and their average. year of 865, days. 
In three and a half average years there were 1277 days; hence, 
it is impossible to make three and a half Jewish years con- 
sist of only 1260 days. The year, as regulated by Eomulus, con- 
sisted of 804 days. This being changed by Pompilius, the Eoman 
year contained 855 days ; which, when reformed by Julius Caesar, 
consisted of 865 days and 6 hours. The Turks, " Chaldeans, Egyp- 
tians, Armenians, Persians, and the principal Oriental nations, fi-om 
the earliest times," used the year of 365 days. The ancient Grecian 
year consisted of only 854 days ; but we know of no people whose 
year consisted of just 860 days.* Then, where is the authority 
for saying that three years and a half is to be imderstood as a 
period of just 1260 days ? 

Second, When Daniel inquired what period was meant by " a time, 
times, and a half," he was informed that this was n6t to be under- 
stood until 1290 days "from the time the daily sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up'' 
(Dan. xii. 11); and since our fathers, long before the end of the 
1290 days, understood this to be a period of 1260 years, this is a 
clear proof of its incorrectness. 

♦ By comparing Genesis vii. 11 with viii. 3, 4, some oonelnde tliat tlie ante- 
iiluyian year consisted of 360 days ; but if within the 150 days, Noah was 
unable to see the moon, their supposition is without foundation ; for it is 
well known that in case the moon could not be seen on the 29th day, the month 
always consisted of thirty days. 
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Third. 1260 years would end in A.D. 773 ; but Daniel was in- 
formed that they were to reach to the accomplishing "to scatter 
the power of the holy people" (Dan xii. 7), — a period within the 
limits of which all those things in Daniel's vision were to be 
fulfilled. To obviate this difficulty, it has been supposed that they 
were to be dated from the setting up of the abomination that 
maketh desolate ; but not a shadow of authority is to be found for 
this in the book of •Daniel. The question asked is, "How long 
shall it be to the end of these wonders ?" — that is, how long from 
the 24th of the first month," B.C. 488. 

But suppose we had authority for dating the 1260 years from 
the setting up of "the abomination that maketh desolate." We 
would yet want 75 years to reach the end of the 1835 years. The 
epoch from which the "time, times, and a half" are to be dated is 
clear. They are to be commenced on the 24th " of the first month, 
in the third year of Cyrus." (Dan. x. 1.) The only point of contro- 
versy is as to what .length of time is meant. As " times" means 
years, the length of time would also be known had the number of 
"times" been given; but, since in the wisdom of God this was to 
be sealed up until the time of the end, the expression, "times" is 
used, which conveys to the mind no definite number ; hence, says 
Daniel, " I heard, but I understood not." (Dan. xii. 8.) But when 
he- had "inquired and searched diligently, . . . searching what, or 
what manner of time" this expression, "times, . . . did signify" 
(1 Pet.i. 10, 11), "he understood the thing, and had understanding 
of the vision" (Dan. x. 1) ; and since " unto the prophets it was re- 
vealed that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister" 
(1 Pet. i. 12), his understanding this could not have been for his 
own individual benefit ; hence, must be the key by which we, to 
whom he ministered, are to disclose, and, like him, have under- 
standing of, the vision. Using this, then, as the key or rule by 
which we shall be governed in establishing the correct time, let us 
inquire as to how Daniel, who was required to "consider thq 
vision," understood the matter, after he had " sought for the mean- 
ing." (Dan. viri. 15.) When he had ascertained the truth, he saw that 
it was a long period of time. But how did he discover this ? A 
clue to this inquiry may be found by reference to Daniel xii. 12 ; 
for though he knew not when "the abomination that maketh deso- 
late" would be " set up," he could learn from this that it must be 
a period longer than 1335 years ; for it spans them. We shall 
gather more light on this subject by noticing that the angel had 
not promised to give Daniel any thing new, bi* t simply to " show 
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• 
him that which was already noted in his scripture of truth." 

In answer to " How long the vision ?" the angel had said " unto 

two thousand and three hundred days" (Dan. viii. 13, 14) ; and 

it is again asked, "How long shall it be to the end of these 

wonders ?" (Dan. xii. 6.) Having answered this before, it is now 

confirmed with an oath. He ''swore by him that liveth forever, 

that it shall be for a time, times, and a half" (Dan. xii. 7) ; hence, 

the heavenly instructor could not have meant a period less than 

2300 years. So "the thing was true," being confirmed and ratified 

by an oath, " but the time appointed was long." 

We now observe a shade of difference in the questions. The first 
was, " How long the vision?" which, being concerning that which 
was yet future, Daniel had just been informed would not begin its 
course until after " three kings" from that time — or four, including 
Cyrus — shall have stood "up in Persia" (Dan.!xi. 2); while the 
second was, " How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ?" 
from that present moment; hence, while Daniel discovered that 
"the time appointed was long," as it did span the 2300 years, he 
also saw that it must be even longer than that ; and when he had 
"inquired and searched diligently, . . . searching what, or what 
manner of time" (1 Pet. i. 10, 11), or how long a period the angel 
meant, he not only discovered that "the time appointed was long," 
but " he understood the thing and had understanding of the vision." 
(Dan.x.l.) There must, therefore, be some other rule by which 
Daniel was enabled to get the exact time. Then let us examine 
the matter again, remembering that those who lived under the 
typical dispensation were lost. Why ? " Because" they knew" not 
the time of" their visitation." (Luke xix. 44.) Disregarding, then, 
those who say " The days are prolonged and every vision faileth" 
(Ezek. xii. 22), let us "search the Scriptures, . . . which are able to 
make" us " wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus," — ^that is, " if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding ; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest 
for her as for hid treasures ; then shalt thou understand." (Prov. 
ii.3-5.) 

It is declared that "the wise shall understand." But under- 
stand what? "Understand" that which Daniel "heard, but un- 
derstood not" (Dan. xii. 8), — that is, the length of time revealed 
by the expression, "a time, times, and a half;" for the "wise 
man's heart discemeth both time and judgment." (Eccles. viii. 5.) 
Having now "sought for the meaning" (Dan. viii. 15), having 
"imderstood by books" that "the time appointed was long," we 

f 
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• 

find that the angel has indeed given ns a rule by which we can 
ascertain the definite length of time. " When he shall have ac- 
complished to scatter the power of the holy people all these things 
shaU be finished." (Dan. xii. 7.) We are now enabled to see how 
Daniel, who, having "heard, . . . understood not," by considering 
"the vision," finally "understood the thing; for Daniel knew that 
" the power of the holy people" was to be scattered seven times. 
"And I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins." 
Daniel knew that the epoch at which this scattering commenced 
was in the sixth year of Hezekiah ; and he had seen seven times 
accomplished in seven Chaldean years (Dan. iv.34), or in 2555 
days. As 193 years had passed since Israel had been driven from 
their home, he saw that this " seven-times" chastisement must be 
according to the day-year system ; and when Daniel subtracted 193 
from 2555, he had 2362 ; he thus learned that when 2362 years 
more shall have passed away the Lord will " have accomplished to 
scatter the power of the holy people," and then " aU these things 
shall be finished" (Dan. xii. 7) ; hence, Daniel, who first says, " I 
heard, but I understood not," could now say " he understood the 
thing and had understanding of the vision." 

Having now found the governing rule, we discover that by " a 
time, times, and a half," as used in Daniel xii, 7, we are to under- 
stand "a time," five "times and a half," which, if found to agree 
with this rule, — ^that is, if a time," five "times and a half" proves 
to be just 2362 years, — then we may know that we are correct; 
but if found to be a single year more or less, it will thus prove 
that we have not yet discovered the truth. . 

At B.C. 1571 we observed that " seven times" is a period of 
2555 days ; for Moses was writing for those who had been accus- 
tomed to that method of reckoning time. For the same reason — » 
that is, as Daniel had been accustomed to the use of sacred time — 
vre here use it; for a revelation is always addressed to man 
in his own language. But the Jewish year being unequal, it 'be- 
comes necessary to ascertain the epoch from which the "times" are 
to be reckoned before we can know the length of the year to be 



The date as given by Daniel is the 24th of the first month "in 
the third year of Cyrus, Bang of Persia," — ^that is, B.C. 488. The 
24th of the first month in that year fell on May 2 ; therefore, the 
following year consisted of 354 days. Had the third year of 
Cyrus synchronized with B.C. 489, then the first year after woidd 
have consisted of 383 days, which at once shows the indispensable 
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importance of knowing the particular epoch from which to reckon 
when we "Qse sacred time ; and having now learned what kind of 
time to use, we have no farther dijfficulty ; for all who are ac- 
quainted with sacred time are aware that the following six and a 
half Jewish years stand thus : — 



Tean. 


Days. 


Honrs. 


Hindtes. Seoonds. 


First 


... S54 .... 


8 


.... 48 .... 86 


Second 


... 854 ... 


. 8 


.... 48 .... 86 


Third 


... 388 ... 


21 


.... 32 .... 40 


Fourth 


... 854 ... 


8 


.... .48 .... 36 


Fifth 


.... 383 ... 


. 21 


.... 82 .... 40 


Sixth 


... 854 ... 


8 


.... 48 .... 36 


Half-year 


.... 177 ... 


. 4 


.... 24 .... 18 


Total 


. . . 2862 . . . 


. 10 


.... 44 .... 2 



The foregoing table shows that six times and a half, or "a time," 
five ** times and a half" is 2362 days; and each day for a year 
(Ezek.iv.6) gives us 2362 years, which is the exact number, as 
demonstrated by the angeVs rule ; and proves that we now have 
the truth. B,C.488 is A.M. 8638, to which, if we add 2362^ we will 
have 6000; from which we learn that this definite period ends 
with the beginning of the great Sabbath of rest in A.D. 1875. In 
this same year Moses' "seven times" end; "and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all 
these things shall be finished." (Dan.xii. 7.) 

That no doubt may rest upon the mind of any as to the correct- 
ness of our exposition of the matter, — ^that by a "time, times, and a 
half" we are here to understand a period of 2362 years, — call to 
mind, — 

1. The question " How long shall it be to the end of these won- 
ders?" (Dan.xii. 6) was as to the definite time; and Daniel, when 
he "understood the thing," said, "the time appointed was long" 
(Dan. X. 1) ; hence, a definite period. 

2. It is certain that we are to understand a period reaching from 
"the twenty-fourth day of the first month ... in the third year of 
Cyrus" (Dan. x. 1, 4) to "the end of these wonders" (Dan. xii. 6) as 
revealed in Daniel's vision, — ^that is, to the end of the world." 
(Dftn.xii.2.) 

3. According to the rule, as delivered by the heavenly mes 
senger, from whjoh we are not to depart in disclosing the matter 
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we can make neither more nor less than six "times and a half 
of the "time, times, and a hdlf " as used, which is 2362 years. 

4. The question asked being as to the definite time, it follows 
that the answer must be such as conveys to the mind a definite 
period of time ; but the mere expression, " a time, times, and a 
half," when severed from the rule as given by the angel, conveys 
to the mind nothing defijiite as to the number of times ; hence, 
says Daniel, "I heard, but I understood not." (Dan.xii.8.) Yet, 
when he had " duly considered the vision," and " understood the 
thing," he discovered the definite period of time; hence, says, 
" the time appointed was long." 

5. Though Daniel does not mention how he first ascertained the 
definite time, we observe that it was in a way which did not only 
satisfy him that it was a definite " appointed . . . time," and " long," 
but enabled him to testify that "the 'thing was true." (Dan. x. 1.) 
And we can readily perceive how he could, by the use of the 
rule given, know its truthfulness ; for he could see that from that 
time 2362 years were wanting to accomplish "to scatter the power 
of the holy people;" and he knew that in "a time," five "times, 
and a half" there would be 2362 years; but if in "a time," five 
"times and a half" there had been 2361, or 2363, years, then he 
could not have testified to the correctness of what the angel had 
said; for the "time, times, and a half" could not be made to cor- 
respond with the rule. 

6. As the 1335 years end at the resurrection (Dan. xii. 13), the 
"time, times, and a half" must reach beyond it; for there must be 
an interval — "a time of trouble" — between the resurrection and 
"the end of the wonders." And Daniel's time of trouble being 
the same with EzekieFs seven-years war (Ezek. xxxix. 9), all the 
wonders in Daniel's vision will be finished seven years after the 
end of the 1335 years; and the "time," five "times and a half" 
ends seven years later than the 1335. 

7. The 2300 days span the length of the vision from beginning 
to the end ; and as the " time, times, and a half" were given in 
answer to " How long shall it be to the end of these wonders" (the 
end of the vision), the "time," five "times and a half" and the 2800 
years must end together. 

8. Divine authority warrants us in believing that the "time," five 
"times and a half" will end with Moses' "seven times;" for 
" when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy 
people, all these things shall be finished ;" and according to our 
exposition of the matter, they do end together. 
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9. We are informed that from the setting up of the " abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate/' there shall be 1290 days before even 
the " wise shall understand" what length of time was meant by 
the "time, times and a half;" hence, whatever may have been the 
previous opinion of men, we have this authority for pronouncing 
it incorrect. But our exposition of the matter was never thought 
of before the end of the 1290 days, or a.d. 1823, And though 
the time we were enabled to remove the " seal" so as to discover 
the truth was of a later date, remarkable it is that at the end of 
the 1290 days, that moving cause, which has now disclosed the 
matter, first began ; for the light was shining in a dark place until 
the day dawned and the day-star arose (2 Pet. i. 19), which, "as the 
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" 
(Prov. iv. 18), has dispelled .the darkness, removed the " seal," and 
opened " the book" of Daniel. 

10. Though none were to understand this period until after th^ 
end of the 1290 days, it was declared that after their expiration 
the " wise shall understand." But understand what ? Clearly the 
length of time meant by "a time, times, and a half as used in this 
place. Then have we not the authority of Him whose word 
cannot fail for saying, "the wise shall understand" what "the 
man clothed in linen which was upon the waters of the river" 
meant by the expression, " a time, times, and a half;" and if our 
exposition be the only way possible for man ever to make in- 
telligible time of it, is not the promise that we " shall understand" 
equivalent to saying that we now have the truth ? 

11. That this was not to be understood immediately after the 
expiration of the 1290 days will appear from Eevelation x. ; for 
though the "little book" was from the time of the end of 1290 
days declared to be "open," he who was to "prophesy again before 
many people and nations, and tongues, and kings," did not " eat it 
up" until after the "rainbow" angel had "cried with a loud voice 
as when a lion roareth," which answers to the movement of 
1842-44, when the voice went throughout the land proclaiming, by 
the authority of " Him that liveth forever," that, according to their 
understanding, "there shall be time no longer" (Eev.x. 6); hence, 
the time for the Church to "eat" or understand the contents of the 
"little book" was not until after a.d. 1844. As it was since that 
time we discovered the truth, we have this additional evidence of 
the correctness of our view. 

Some of those who have resolved not to understand these 
things say they are not to be understood until the "end of the 
9 
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world." As this charges our God with sending an angel from 
heaven to confirm with an oath that which is of no import- 
ance, it is unworthy of reply. Yet we will say this much: 
It is not said that these words are closed up and sealed until 
the end of the world; but "tUl the time of the end." (Dan. xii. 9.) 
While this expression is never used in the Bible in reference to 
the end of the world, it is certain, that it is used in Daniel xi. 40, in 
allusion to a period before the end of this age. It is clear that 
the angel did not mean the end of the world when he said " the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end; for the 
"wise" were to "understand" after the 1290 days^ while the end of 
the world is not until after the 1335 days. " The time of the end" 
is a period at which " none of the wicked shall understand" when 
the end of the world will be, as made known by "time, times, 
and a half;" but when the end of the world comes, the wicked 
will know it as well as the wise. 

However much our carnal inclinations may dispose us to close 
our eyes and ears to the truth, we must admit that he who did 
confirm the truthfulness of these things with an oath declared, 
saying: "the words are closed Tip and sealed till the time of the 
end." And we are compelled to admit that of all we have ever 
seen written on this subject, we have never yet met with an author 
who, writing before the expiration of the 1290 days, was able to 
explain the " time, times, and a half " in a way so as to make sense ; 
for neither those who have understood it to mean only three years 
and a half, nor those who say it denotes a period "of 1260 years," 
pretend to date the beginning according to the question asked, 
" How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ?" So this 
much we must admit has been fulfilled to the letter : that ia, that 
"the words were closed up and sealed." We must also admit that 
tthis same author who declared that "the words" were "closed up 
:and sealed till the time of the end," did also declare, saying, "the 
wise shall understand", — ^that is, after the expiration of the 1290 
»days. If our explanation be the only way we can ever make a 
definite "appointed" "time" of the "time, times, and a half," then 
we are certainly correct : for our God has said that this shall be 
^^understood. 

B.C. 488. Daniel's Vision. — In the third year of Cyrus, on the 
,24th of the first month, Sunday, May 2, B.C. 488, Daniel saw Im 
last vision, which was explanatory of his former one, — " I will 
show ithee that which is noted in the Scripture of truth" (Dan. 
X. 21),. and reveal that which "shall befall" God's "people in the 
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ktter days: for yet the vision is {(^r many days." (Dan. x. 14.) 
After informing Daniel that he *' stood to confirm and to strengthen 
Michael in the first year of Darius, the Mede" (Dan.xi. 1), he adds, 
" And now will I show thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up 
yet three kings in Persia." (Dan. xi. 2.) The word of Michael was 
the 2S00 days which Gabriel did greatly "confirm and strengthen" 
by showing that " seventy weeks are determined," or " cut off" 
from the 2300 days" (Dan. ix. 24 ) ; but Daniel had not been in- 
formed as to when the 2300 days should begin, hence, the angel 
added : " And now will I show thee the truth," or^ I will inform 
you as to the time from which your vision shall commence : — 
" Behold, th^e shall stand up yet three kings in Persia" before the 
beginning of the ''pushing" of "the ram" as seen in the vision. 
(Dan. T^iiL 4.) These three kings were Cambyses, Darius, and 
Xerxes ,• for the impostor, the Magi, was 3jot a Persian king, but 
a Mede. It is further added that this third king from Cyrus — or 
the fourth, including Gyrus — " shall be far richer than they all, 
and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against 
the realm of Grecia.". This is well known to be Xerxes ; there- 
fore, until after the day of his reign, DanieFs vision, as §een "in 
the third year of Belshazzar" (Dan. viii. 1), does not com- 
mence. The Jews, not observing this, supposed that Gabriel 
meant that but four kings were to stand up in the kingdom of 
Persia. But the object here was to point out the time at which 
the pushing of the ram would commence, and not the number of 
kings that should stand up in Persia. The apparent omission 
between vers. 2 and 3 of Chap.xi. is supplied from ver.4 of 
Chap. viii. : " I saw the ram pushing westward and northward 
and southward, so that no" soul " might stand before him ; neither 
was there any that could deliver out of his hand ;" which ram was 
''the kingdoms of Media and Persia." (Dan. viii. 20.) The push- 
ing of the ram is not against the kingdoms of the world, but 
against Daniel's people: " I am come to make thee understand, not 
that which concerns the kingdoms of this world, but, what shall 
befall thy people." (Dan. x. 14.) The pushing could not be against 
other kingdoms ; for'the ram was not as the goat running over 
" the face of the whole earth ;" but standing quietJy " before the 
river "Ulai," showing that the power of Persia was not at that 
time invading other kingdoms, ''but was "at Shushan in the 
palace, which is in the province of Elam" (Dan. viii. 2) ; and before 
the pushing commenced, Daniel expressly declares that "the two 
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horns were high" (Dan. viii. 3) ; hence, the pushing was not the 
means by which they became high. He adds : " I saw the ram 
pushing westward and northward and southward;" but the Persian 
power was never exerted in these several directions against other 
kingdoms, and yet at the same time remaining quietly " at Shushan 
in the palace ;" for in their expeditions, the king accompanied the 
army. Daniel says further that none of those against whom he 
saw the ram pushing " might stand before him ;" which cannot 
be the kingdoms of the earth ; for so far from the kingdom of 
Grecia being unable to stand before the Persian power, he tells us 
that " there was no power in the ram to stand before" the goat 
(Dan. viii. 7), or "the kingdom of Grecia" (Dan. viii. 21): "Neither 
was there any that could deliver out of his hand" those against 
whom the ram was pushing; but those nations which had been 
conquered by the Persians were by the Greeks delivered out of 
the Persian power. Such was the power the ram possessed over 
those against whom he pushed, he " did according to his will." (Dan. 
vii. 14.) But, in regard to the surrounding nations, Persia was 
never able to do according to its will. In the expedition of Cyrus, 
the first Persian king, against the Queen of Massagetae the greater 
part of* his army was slain, (^erorf. b. i. c. 214.) Cambyses, the 
second king, was not only compelled to abandon "his design on 
the Ethiopians" {Herod, b. iii. c. 25), but was even dethroned and 
lost his kingdom by an impostor, (^eroc?. b.iiLc. 61.) Darius, 
the third king, when he undertook his expedition against the 
Scythians, "was obliged to return, having lost numbers of his best 
troops." {Herod, vii. c. 10.) As for Xerxes, the fourth king, no 
one ever met with a more shameful defeat than he did in his 
great expedition against Greece ; and as from this may be dated 
the decline and fall of the Persian Empire, it is useless to trace 
the subject farther. No Persian king was able to do to other 
kingdoms according to his will. 

This pushing, therefore, was against DanieFs people, and not 
other nations : " I am come to make thee understand what shall 
befall thy people" (Dan. x. 14) ; and as Gabriel informed Daniel 
that after the reign of Cyrus there should "stand up yet three 
kings in Persia" before the beginning of the pushing against his 
" people," it could not have commenced until after the reign of 
Xerxes, the third king from Cyrus, nor before the seventh of 
Artaxerxes, at which time the kingdom of Persia, having ceased 
from war, "he made a release to the provinces" (Est. ii. 18); foi 
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tlie ram at the time the pushing occurred was standing quietly 
'before the river TJlai," thus representing the kingdom in a peace- 
able state at that period. The seventh of Artaxerxes was a time 
of "perfect peace" (Ezra vii. 12); hence, the ^ay now opened for 
the pushing, which commenced in the twelfth year of his reign 
— even for the slaughter of the whole nation of DanieFs people 
(Esther iii. 12), — which when he saw he "fainted and was sick 
certain days." 

The pushing could not have been that of war with other king- 
doms ; for all of the Persian wars in which the Jews were much 
concerned took place before what he calls the third year of Cyrus, 
at which time he was informed that this pushing had not yet com- 
menced; for yet the vision is for many days" (Dan. x. 14); "and 
now will I show thee the truth: behold," — mark this, — "there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia" (Dan. xi^2), before the 
time of this pushing, to " devour much flesh" (Dan. vii. 5) ; which, 
being that of Daniel's people, it is certain that the decree which 
was issued for the slaughter of all the Jews in one day was the 
pushing of the Persian power as seen in the vision. "We can find 
nothing else in the history of Persia that will answer to the ex- 
pression, "They said thus unto it. Arise, devour much flesh." 
Though he is thus told "to devour much flesh," it is not said that 
he did this ; " but he did according to his will," which was to 
rescue Daniel's people from tjae impending ruin with which that 
bloodthirsty voice, "Arise, devour much flesh," has threatened 
them. 

It is further added that he "became great," — not that Persia 
waxed greater iii power ; for " the two horns" of the ram were at 
that time "high," and there is nothing said as to their rising 
higher; neither was there any addition to the bear's dominion; 
but " dominion was given to the " leopard ;" for it had not reached 
the height of its power when Daniel first saw it. 

As the vision is concerning the Jews, the ranx becoming great 
must be the exercise of a great power towards them, either 
favorable or the reverse. And since the " exceeding great" power 
of Antichrist is not a national greatness, but consists alone in the 
power wielded over the people of God,»why may not the greatness 
of the Persian power, as alluded to here, have reference to a 
power as exercised towards the Jews. 

The vision is concerning Daniel's people; v.ud the' King of 
Persia became "great" towards them, ia acts of kindness; and 
made Mordecai " great among the Jews." (Est. x. 3.) 
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Daniel was furtlier informed ihsA after ttis pushing, whioli fills 
Tip the interval between vers. 2 and 3 of Chap, xi that "a mighty 
king shall stand up that shall rule with great dominion, «nd do 
according to his will." (Dan.xi. S.) This was Alexander the Great 
who did "rule with great dominion;" and in regard to the Jews 
he did "according to his will." (Jose. AnL b. xi. c. viii. s. 5.) 

Ver. 4. "And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be 
broken," — that is, the kingdom of Greece. Therefore, from this 
. epoch we have do more to do with that kingdom. 

Ver. 4. " And shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven ;" 
hence, the four horns are not to.be found in Greece, but "towards 
the four winds of heaven." 

Ver. 4. " And not to his posterity," — that is, they are not to be 
of the Alexandrian family. 

Ver. 4. "Nor according to his dominion which he ruled," — ^that 
is, the four horns are not all to be found within the empire over 
which Alexander ruled, and neither of them in " the kingdom of 
Grecia;" the goat's original dominion for the "four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation^ but not in his power" (Dan. 
viii. 22), — that is, not in the power of the goat's first horn which 
was "the kingdom of Grecia." The northern horn was the king- 
dom of- Syria, — ^the royal palace being at Antioch (1 Mac. iii. 37). 
The southern was the kingdom of Egypt (Dan.xi.8); the eastern, 
the Parthian empire, under which . the Jews suffered calamities 
" greater than any upon record before" {Jose. Ant b. xviii. c. ix. s. 1) ; 
the western was Eome, for that was the only western power 
bearing rule over the Jews, which was not " according to" the 
goat's "dominion which he ruled." All agree that one of the four 
horns was Syria, and another, Egypt. The other two are said to 
be Thrace and Macedonia; but these being northwestern king- 
doms, leave* none in the east. To obviate this diflSculty, the 
kingdom of Syria has been called the eastern ; but how absurd, 
since the royal palace being at Antioch, north of Jerusalem, 
Syria was always called "the king of the north." (Dan.xi. 6.) 
The only reason offered for supposing that Thrace and Mace- 
donia were two of the four horns is, that this was the divisicai 
into which Alexander's kingdom was divided. But this is a 
proof that they are not; "for his kingdom shall be plucked 
up even for others besides these" (Dan. xi. 4) : the "four king- 
doms" were to " stand up out of the nation, but not in his power" 
(Dah. viii. 22), while Thrace and Macedonia were in the seat of his 
power. 
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It is clear from the book of Daniel that the northern horn was 
the kingdom of Syria ; the southern, Egypt ; and that the other 
two were Eome and Parthia. Notice that the horns were "four 
notable ones towards the four winds of heaven" (Dan. viii. 8) ; and 
these are the only two " notable" kingdoms in those opposite direc- 
tions in which the Jews were much concerned. That Eome was one 
of the four horns we thus know : the leopard had but four heads, one 
of which must answer to " the great horn" which " was broken," — 
that is, to the kingdom of Greece (Dan. viii. 8) ; so on the leopard 
we have but three heads answering to the four horns of the goat • 
this proves that the " fourth beast" (Dan. vii. 7) answers to the 
fourth horn on the goat, which "fourth beast" all admit to be 
Eome. 

The four heads of the leopard are Greece, Syria, Parthia, and 
Egypt, — the "fourth beast" answering to Eome; for Greece must 
not be left without a head. As an additional proof that Parthia 
and Eome are two of the "four notable" horns of the goat, 
notice that at the time they came up "the great horn," which 
answered to the "kingdom of Grecia," was "broken" off; hence, 
we must not expect the four horns to rise in that kingdom ; for, 
leaving Greece, the goat had now come "from the west on the 
face of the whole earth." (Dan. viii. 5.) " Therefore, the he-goat 
waxed very great ;" for his four horns embraced Egypt, Syria, and 
the Eoman and Parthian empires. But at the time of Alexander's 
death, the goat had not yet " waxed very great ;" for " when he 
was" only " strong, the great horn was broken." 

Ver.5. "And the king of the south shall be strong." For a 
continuation of the comment between this and ver. 14, see 
Dr. A. Clark. 

Ver. 14. " And in those times there shall many stand up against 
the king of the south." This " was fully verified by the leaguing 
of the Kings of Macedon and Syria together against" the King of 
Egypt "to seize all his dominion and divide it between them." 
Many even of his own people stood up against him, inasmuch as he 
was put to death by them. 

Ver. 14. "Also the robbers of thy people." The " robbers of" 
DanieFs "people" were the Samaritans, and those wicked Jews 
(1 Mac. i. 11) who, revolting from the God of their fathers (1 Mac. 
i.l3, 15), robbed their . brethren (2 Mac.iv.32, 42,50) even of the 
religion of their fathers (2 Mac. iv. 13, 14) ; but the chief robber — • 
he who reduced Daniel's people to ruin — was Antiochus Epipbanes. 
He " took away the golden altar and the candlesticks of light and 
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all the vessels thereof;" "and the goldeu ornaments that were 
before the temple he pulled oflF. He took also the silver and the 
gold and the precious vessels : also he took the hidden treasures 
which he found" (1 Mac. i. 21-23) ; "yea, he robbed them of the 
privilege of worshiping God according to the law of their fathers." 
(lMac.i.4:5.) 

Ver. 14. " Shall exalt themselves to establish the vision," — that 
is the vision of Daniel ; for this was the subject at issue. Accord- 
ing to his vision, "the city and the sanctuary" were to be "de- 
stroyed; the sacrifice and oblation cease." (Dan. ix. 26, 27.) And 
those robbers, as above-mentioned, did exalt themselves "to estab- 
lish the vision" by putting an end to the Mosaic dispensation." 
(2 Mac. iv. 10, 13.) By them "the city was sore defaced and ready 
to be made even with the ground." (2 Mac. viii. 3.) Her sanctuary 
was laid waste like a wilderness ; her feasts were turned to mourn- 
ing ; her sabbaths into reproach ; her honor into contempt." (1 Mac. 
i. 39.) They came, indeed, so • near establishing " the vision" that 
those who have given the subject only a superficial view have been 
led to believe that the vision really received its fulfillment here. 

Ver. .14. "But they shall fall,"— that is, they shall fail (Dan. 
xi. 35) "to establish the vision," or fulfill the prophecy of Daniel; 
for to accomplish it, "the place of his sanctuary" must be "cast 
down" (Dan. viii. 11), — that is, the little horn " shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary." (Dan. ix. 26.) Antiochus had resolved to 
do this. " He was going in haste to lay the holy city even with 
the ground, and to make it a common burying-place" (2 Mac. ix. 14) ; 
but death prevented : so it is literally true that he failed " to estab- 
lish the vision." According to the vision, "the sanctuary and the 
host" must "be trodden under foot two thousand three hundred 
days" (Dan. viii. 13, 14), which they did for only 1103 days. (1 Mac. 
iv. 54.) They here fell 1197 short of the 2300. The little horn 
" shall also stand up against the Prince of princes" (Dan. viii. 25) ; 
but Antiochus died 160 years before "the Prince of princes" was 
born. Those who contend that the vision was fulfilled, say he 
stood up against Onias, the high-priest; but he was not "the 
Prince of princes. Neither did Antiochus stand up against Onias ; ■ 
for he was slain by Andronicus in the absence of Antiochus, who, 
so far from having done this himself, knew nothing of it ; and 
when he was informed of the cruel deed, "he was heartily sorry, 
and moved to pity, and wept." (2 Mac. iv. 37.) He was so grieved 
that he slew the murderer, although he was his most highly -favored 
uriend; and next to him in the kingdom. (2 Mac. iv. 38.) So Anti- 
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oclms stood lip neitber against the Jewish high-priest, nor against 
"the Prince of princes. Tor further proof that Antiochns failed 
"to establish the vision," see B.C. 425. 

Ver. 15. " So the king of the north shall come." Antiochus, 
as the chief leader of that band of "robbers" who "shall exalt 
themselves to establish the vision," went to Jerusalem to destroy 
the Jews, he "entered proudly into the sanctuary." (lMac.i.21.) 

Ver. 15. " And cast up a mount." To " cast up a mount" is to 
form a breastwork or fortress. (Ezek. xvii. 17.) And this Anti- 
ochus did. " Finding that the King of Egypt was not well-affected 
to hLs affairs," in order to " provide for his own safety," he went 
"tp Joppe, and from thence to Jerusalem" (2 Mac.iv. 21), "to take 
a view of the frontier towards Egypt, and to put them in a thorough 
posture of defence against any attempts which the Egyptians might 
make upon them." " He put the frontiers in a condition to serve 
as a barrier, and to check the utmost efforts the Egyptians might 
make to recover these provinces." {BolUn, 194.) And thus he 
cast up a mount for his defence. 

Ver. 15. "And take the most fenced cities." Antiochus took 
'the strong cities in the land of Egypt." (1 Mac. i. 19.) He took 
indeed, all the cities of "Egypt except Alexandria, which alone 
held out against him." {BoL 194.) He also took the cities of 
Israel,—" insomuch that the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because 
of them ; whereupon the city was made the habitation of strangers, 
and became strange to those that were born in her, and her own 
children left her." (1 Mac. i. 38.) 

Ver. 15. " And the arms of the south shall not withstand." The 
King of the South being only fifteen or sixteen years of age when 
Antiochus made his expedition against Egypt, was incapable of 
acting as king ; he " always kept as far as possible from danger, 
and had not even shown himself to those who fought for him." 
{Bol 194.) Hence, instead of the king of the south, the Eastern 
power at that time was properly "the arms of the south;" and 
they did not stand ; for they were " afraid of him, and fled, and 
many were wounded to death." (1 Mac. i. 18.) 

Ver. 15. "Neither his chosen people." By this expression we 
are to understand the chosen people of the king of the north. 
And the Jews, whom he had selected as a protection against the 
Egyptians, fell before his oppressive power : even " Andronious, 
a man" whom he had chosen "for his deputy, a mar in authority," 
was unable to stand before him. (2 Mac. iv. 38.) 
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Ver. 15. "Neither shall there be any strength to withstand." 
The military power of Egypt, and the aioabassadors jfrom "the 
Grecian states," were of no avail; neither could the jEavor or kind- 
ness, as manifested on the part of the Jews (2 Mac. iv. 22), secure 
their peaxje. "The inhabitants of Jerusalem fled" (1 Mac. i. 38); 
the Egyptians "were afraid of him, and fled" also. 

Ver. 16. "But he that cometh against him shall do according to 
his own will." " Him" cannot apply to the " arms of the south," 
but has reference to the last person mentioned, — ^the king of the 
north ; and he that came against Antiochus was the western king- 
dom, or Eome. The will of Eome was that Antiochus " let that 
country alone ;" and he — that is, Eome — " did according to his 
will ;" for, by " the declaration of the Eomans," Antiochus " was 
driven out of all Egypt." {Jose, Ant b. xii. c. v. s. 2.) " He obeyed 
the commands of the Eoman ambassadors as strictly as if they had 
been sent from the gods." {Rol. 196.) 

Ver. 16. "And none shall stand before him," — that is, before the 
Eomans. " From that instant every thing gave way before them, 
and the Eoman name grew formidable to all princes and nations." 
{Rol 196.) 

Ver. 16. "And he shall stand in the glorious land." The land 
of Israel had long been tributary to different kingdoms, but this 
was never called a standing in the land ; and as Syria never so 
placed the seat of authority in Judea as to answer to the ex- 
pression, " shall stand in the glorious land," this must be a con- 
tinuation of the history concerning the western king ; and when 
Eome placed her authority in Judea by making Herod King of 
the Jews, it could properly be said that " he," the Eoman power, 
did " stand in the glorious land ;" and this was more fully accom- 
plished when Palestine was reduced to a Eoman province. 

Ver. 16. "Which by his hand shall be consumed." The once 
"glorious land" of Israel was "consumed" by the Eomans; inso- 
much it never has been, nor never will again be, the home of the 
Hebrews ; for their city " shall never be built." (Isa. xxv. 2.) In 
order to make it appear that Antiochus Epiphanes was the 
little horn, some say the prophecy, as recorded in this verse, 
was accomplished by Antiochus the Great ; but this is incorrect ; 
for it is here emphatically declared: "He that cometh against 
him shall do according to his own will," which Antiochus did 
not ; for his avowed intention was to subdue Egypt ; and in order 
to do so, he had entered into a league with Philip, King of Mace- 
don; but afber all his preparations, he was unable to carry out 
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his design ; for he was prevented by the Komans from invading 
the kingdom of Egypt." {Prid^ B.C. 201.) 

Again : it is said that " none shall stand before him ;" and it is 
well known that many did stand before the king of the north. It 
is added : " and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his 
hand shall be consumed ;" but so far from having been consumed 
by Antiochus, the Great, no king, from the day of Artaxerxes, the 
husband of Esther, had ever conferred such large favors upon the 
Jews as he did. {Jose. Ant b. xii. c. iii. s. 3^ 4.) While the historical 
facts during the reign of Antiochus the Great are the reverse of 
what is mentioned in ver. 16, our commentators have to make it 
a mere repetition of what was mentioned in ver. 15, in order to 
find a place for it during the reign of that king. 

Ver. 17. " He shall also set his face to enter with the strength 
of his whole kingdom." As it is unreasonable to suppose that 
with " the strength of his whole kingdom" he would set his face to 
enter" a land already consumed, the inspired historian has now 
returned to the thread of his prophetic history, or to the continua- 
tion of the history concerning the Syrian king. As in ver. 15 we 
have that which relates alone to the western kingdom, ver. 17, in 
order to continue the history concerning the king of the north, is 
as properly connected with ver. 15, as if ver. 16 had been omitted. 
In ver. 15 it is said : " So the king of the north shall come ;" and 
here it is added : " He shall also set his face to enter with the 
strength of his whole kingdom ;" which Antiochus did. " Breath- 
ing out fire in his rage against the Jews," he set his face to " come 
to Jerusalem, and make it a common burying-place of the Jews." 
(2 Mac. ix. 4, 7.) To this end " he sent and gathered together all 
the forces of his realm, even a very strong army." (1 Mac. iii. 27.) 
As he here gathered " all the forces of his realm^ he had " set his 
face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom" to " destroy 
and root out the strength of Israel and the remnant of Jeru- 
salem, and to take away their memorial from that place." (1 Mac. 
iii. 35.) Those who imderstand Antiochus to be the hero of 
Daniel's prophecy, tell us that this was also accomplished during 
the reign of Antiochus the Great ; but since so far from any his- 
torian mentioning the circumstance of Antiochus the Great having 
again '' set his face to enter" Egypt, we know, from the prohibition 
of the Eomans, that he never did. Thus, they have been forced 
to call that "friendship and league," as made by Antiochus "with 
Ptolemy" when he " gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife," the 
setting of " his face to enter with tbe strength of his whole king- 
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dom;" and in order to make it appear that this was what the 
prophet meant by entering "with the strength of his whole king- 
dom," they have to suppose that the object of Antiochus in thus 
giving his daughter was only a fraud, thinking by this means he 
would be enabled to get the kingdom of Egypt into his power. 
But the prohibition of the Eomans is a clear proof that he had no 
such design, — ^it forbidding his imposing upon that people in any 
way. 

Ver. 17. "And upright ones with him." Some translate this 
thus : " And Israelites with him." Those wicked Israelites who, 
revolting from the religion of their fathers, united with Antiochus, 
did more than all the heathen for the ruin of the Jewish nation. 

Ver. 17. " Thus shall he do." In the first clause of this verse it 
is said : " He shall also set his face to enter ;" and here it is added : 
" thus shall he do," — that is, he shall enter. In order to do this, he 
" gathered together all his friends, and the captains of his army ;" 
and, as if the "strength of his whole kingdom" was not enough, 
" there came also unto him from other kingdoms, and from isles of 
the sea, bands of hired soldiers." (1 Mac. vi. 28, 29.) So he entered 
" with the strength of his whole kingdom." 

Ver. 17. " And he shall give him the daughter of women." The 
king of the south gave his daughter to the king of the north. 
(lMac.x.58.) 

Ver. 17. " Corrupting her." As Ptolemy, the king of the south, 
" imagined wicked counsels against Alexander," the king of the 
north, and only gave him his daughter because he was desirous of 
his kingdom," and thus " went about through deceit to get Alex- 
ander's kingdom and join it to his own" (1 Mac.xi. 1, 8, 11), his 
object was not that she might be his bosom companion, but that 
by this means he might set " two crowns upon his head, the crowns 
of Asia and of Egypt." (1 Mac. xi. 13.) And if ever a woman was 
truly corrupted by the wicked dasigns of a father, surely she was ; 
for she occasioned "the death of two of her husbands; and as to 
her children, she had murdered one with her own hands by plung- 
ing a dagger into his breast, and prepared a poisonous draught for 
another." {Bol260.) 

Ver. 17. " But she shall not stand." The giving of his daughter 
was " a league of amity" to bind the two kingdoms together in ties 
of friendship (1 Mac. x.54), which did not stand; for "he took his 
daughter from him, and forsook Alexander, so that their hatred 
was openly known." (1 Mac. xi. 12.) 

Ver. 17. "Neither be for him." Though by thus corrupting his 
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daughter, the king of the south had placed " the crown of Asia" 
upon his head, this crown was not for the kingdom of the south ; 
for " King Ptolemy also died the third day after ;" and " by this 
means Demetrius" obtained the crown of the north. (1 Mac.xi. 18, 19.) 
So she was neither for the king of the south, nor the means by 
which the kingdom of the south came in possession of the king 
of the north. 

Ver. 18. " After this shall he turn his fiice unto the isles," — that 
is, "the isles of the Gentiles" (Gen.x.5), or heathen. 

Ver. 18. "And shall take many." Demetrius, who then headed 
the kingdom of the north, " gathered from the isles of the heathen 
bands of strangers; wherefore all the forces of hia. father hated 
him," and went from him, forsaking him. (1 Mac. xi. 88, 43.) 

Ver. 18. "But a prince for his own behalf shall cause the re- 
proach offered by him to cease." Demetrius, by " gathering bands 
of strangers" to fill the place of those who belonged to the Syrian 
kingdom, thus brought uppn himself " the reproach" of his own 
kingdom, "wherefore all the forces of his fathers hated him." 
"But a prince for his own behalf" — ^that is, "young Antiochus" — : 
caused the reproach offered by Demetrius towards the northern 
kingdom " to cease." " Then there gathered unto him all the men 
of war whom Demetrius had put away." (1 Mac. xi. 55.) 

Ver. 18. "Without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn 
upon him." Though Antiochus had himself given no cause of 
reproach, the confidence he placed in Tryphon caused this " re^ 
proach," which Demetrius had brought upon the kingdom, so to 
turn upon him as to be the cause of his death ; for " Tryphon 
dealt deceitfully with the young king Antiochus, and slew him." 
(1 Mac. xiii. 31.) 

Ver. 19. "Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his 
own land." Tryphon having slain Antiochus, " crowned himself 
King of Asia" (1 Mac. xiii. 32); and thus the kingdom passed from 
the family of Antiochus. Therefore, to " turn his face to-jfrard the 
fort of his own land" would be for the Antiochian family to return 
and again take possession of the kingdom. From ver. 18 we learn 
that the w^y he left or lost the kingdom was by "turning his face 
unto the isles :" so the next time we hear from this Antiochian 
family, they are coming from the isles to recover the kingdom. 
(1 Mac. XV. 1-37.) The Parthians had also taken possession of a 
large portion of the country which Antiochus recovered: so he 
turned "his face toward the fortress of his own land by again 
■ ' coming in full possession of the Syrian empire." {Bol 258.) 
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Ver. 19. " But he shall stumble." Though Antiochus recovered the 
Syrian empire, he made a great blunder in the excess of luxury ; 
and for the want of discretion and good judgment, his large army 
was "cut in pieces, or made captives, so that there scarce returned 
a man into Syria of all this vast number to carry thither the 
doleful n^ws of this terrible overthrow." {Prid. B.c. 130.) 

Ver. 19. " And fall." As far as the Jews were concerned, this 
dates the fall of the Syrian kingdcwn. From this time tJiey " wholly 
freed themselves firom all" servitude or subjection to the kingdom 
of Syria. {Prid. B.C. 130.) Yet that kingdom lingered on the decline 
before it fell to ruin in B.C. 66. " Here ended the empire of the 
SelewcidaB in Asia, after it had there lasted two hundred and fifty- 
eight years." {Prid. B.C. 65.) But the kingdom of the south "shall 
continue more years than the king of the north" (Dan. xi. 8), — ^that 
is, thirty-five years more ; for the kingdom of Egypt reached its 
end B.C. 30, when it had "continued 293 years:" {Rol. 244.) 

Ver. 19. " And not be found." In B.C. 57 Prideaux dates the end 
of "the whole race of Selewcus; and none of them," says he, 
"were any more left to survive the loss of that empire which they 
once possessed." But he seems to have forgotten that a portion of 
this family was in Parthia. In B.C. 37 the King of Parthia " caused 
all his brothers whom his father had by the daughter of Antiochus, 
King of Syria, to be murdered." {Rol. 286.) So from this epoch, 
B,c. 37, the kingdom of Syria can " not be found." He stumbled 
in B.C. 130, fell B.C. 65, and was lost B.C. 37. 

Ver. 20. " Then shall stand up." This expression dates the rise 
of another kingdom at the same epoch at which the kingdom of 
Syria was lost; and the next one in succession which ruled 
over Daniel's people rose that very year ; for in B.C. 37 " Herod 
was put in thorough possession of the kingdom of Judah." 
(PWdB.c.37.) 

Ver. 20. "In his estate." The "estate," or "place" of the king- 
dom of Syria, as connected with the Jews, was that of oppression 
and cruelty; and in this sense Herod stood up in "his estate." 
" The Jews had borne more calamities from Herod in a few years 
than had their fathers during all that interval of time that had 
passed since they had come out of Babylon, and returned home in 
the reign of Xerxes." {Jose.) 

Ver. 20. " A raiser of taxes." We are unable to see how a 
better description of the character of Herod can be given in 
fewer words than these, — "a raiser of taxes." So heavy was the 
burden of taxation imposed on the Jews by him, that whenever he 
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wished " to recover their good-will, all that was necessary on his 
part was onlj to relieve them of a part of their taxes." {Jose, Ant, 
b. XV. o. X. s. 4. 

Ver.20. "In the glory of the kingdom." As Rome was intro- 
duced in ver. 16, which Gabriel dropped in order to carry out the 
history of the kingdom of the north, this is an allusion to it; 
for next to the kingdom of Syria, which, according to the inspired 
historian, had now passed away, Rome was the last-mentioned ; 
and since we are here informed that he was to stand up in the 
kingdom, we must understand some subordinate kingdom, and not 
that of Rome ; for we cannot, properly speaking, say the Roman 
kingdom stood up in the kingdom of Rome. But Herod's king- 
dom did properly stand up in that kingdom, being himself subject 
to the Romans ; and it was during the " glory of that kingdom ;" 
for at that time "the Roman empire extended itself farther than 
ever before or since ; so that it was then called the empire of the 
whole earth." (Matt. Henry on Luke ii. 1.) 

Ver. 20. " But within few days he shall be destroyed." As 
Herod reigned but thirty-four years, this was but a few days in 
comparison to the 258 years, during which the kingdom of the 
north, and the 293 years during which the kingdom of the south, 
had continued. 

Ver. 20. " Neither in anger, nor in battle." At the death of 
Herod his kingdom reverted to the Romans. " The power of dis- 
posing of it belonged to Caesar," who " destroyed" Herod's king- 
dom not "in battle, neither in anger," but by cutting it up into 
small provinces, over which governors ruled, and not kings. 
{Jose. Ard. b. xvii. c. xi. a 2, 4.) 

Ver. 21. " In his estate." Herod's " estate," or " place," was that 
of an oppressive king,* using that " uncontrollable authority which 

* The reader will bear in mind that so far we hare shown how every 
"jot" and "tittle" of this prophetic history has been accomplished, while 
those who make Antiochns the hero of Daniel's prophecy have to " confess 
there may be some donbtfnl and obscure terms which may be differently ex- 
plained and are varionsly interpreted by commentators." (JRo/. p. 174.) The 
avowed object of this prophetic history was "to make" Daniel "understand 
what shall befall" his "people in the latter day ;" and if the reader will ex- 
amine the history through which we have passed in noticing the accomplish- 
ment of this prophecy, he will find that every word which fell from the lips 
of the prophet was in reference to that in which the people of Israel were 
concerned. But while those who make Antiochns the hero of Daniel's prophecy 
have been unable to make any sense of a large portion of this prophecy, much 
of that which they m'>ke appear plausible, according to their explanation of 
the matter, in no way concerns Daniel's people. 
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tyrants exercise over .their subjects ; and made use of that au- 
thority for the destruction of the Jews." {Jose. Ant, b. xvii.c. xi. s. 2.) 

In the latter portion of his life his " estate" was that of standing 
up against " the Prince of princes," being " exceeding wroth," even 
exalting himself to " slay the Son of the living God." (Matt. ii. 16.) 
And in this sense. Antichrist, the "prince of the power of the 
air" (EpLii. 2), who "sitteth in the temple of God" (2 Thess. ii.4), 
is now standing up in the estate of Herod, using his tyrannical 
authority over the people of God, even casting "down some of the 
host" " of heaven" and of the " stars to the ground, and" stamping 
" upon them ; yea, he magnified himself even to the Prince of the 
host." (Dan. viii. 10.) 

Ver. 21. "Shall stand up a vile person," — that is the "man of 
sin," that son of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God." (2 Thess. ii. 3.) As Antichrist is 
that spirit "that denieth that Jesus is the Christ" (1 John ii. 22), 
this " man of sin" could not have been in the world before the 
birth of Christ ; and he first made his appearance in the bosom of 
Herod, who " was exceeding wroth, and sent forth and slew all 
the children that were in Bethlehem and in the coasts thereof." 
(Matt. ii. 16.) 

We have remarked that Eome was one of the "four notable" 
horns; and as Herod's kingdom was in the Eoman Empire, 
Eome was the one out of which "the little horn" arose, which, 
at its first appearance, was so small as to be concealed in the bosom 
of Herod under the false pretence that he desired to " come and 
worship" the newborn babe. (Matt. ii. 8.) But he has now " waxed" 
so " exceeding great" as to stamp all the earth beneath his heavy 
tread. His course was first "towards the south" (Dan. viii. 9); for 
as the Babe of Bethlehem was taken " into Egypt" (Matt. ii. 14), 
the Egyptians were the first people after Herod and the Jews to 
deny that he was the Christ. His next course was "towards the 
east ;" for when the wise men of the east " departed into their own 
country" (Matt.ii. 12), and there published what they had seen, 
those who " confessed not that Jesus Christ is come into the flesh" 
^were immediately transformed into the image of this " deceiver 
and antichrist." (2 John vii.) It then went "towards the pleasant" 
ways of all the paths of peace (Prov. iii. 17) as opened on earth by 
the Son of God ; and is even to the present day oppressing the 
people of God. 

Ver. 21. "To whom they shall' not give the honor of the king- 
dom." Antichrist, " the prince of the power of the air," being 
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that "spirit" whicli "worketh in tbe children of disobedience" 
(Eph. ii. 2) has from its rise ever reigned as king over the sons of 
men ; yet, true to the letter it is, they never have, nor never will 
give him "the honor of the kingdom." 

Yer. 21. " But he shall come in peaceably and obtain the king- 
dom by iSatteries." Antichrist being "a vile person," "that man 
of sin," "the son of perdition," commenced from the first venting 
the fdry of his wrath against the saints ; but so far from this, his 
war with them, being the means by which he obtained his seat 
"in the temple of God," this, his tyrannical fury, was the very thing 
that restrained and prevented his taking his seat there. (2 Thess.ii. 6.) 
But when the persecuting power of Antichrist was by Con- 
stantine "taken out of the way" (2 Thess.ii. 7), and the religion 
of Jesus became honorable, then, assuming the cloak of deception, 
he came "in peaceably and obtained the kingdom by flatteries." 
And this is the means by which that " vile person" yet " sitteth 
in the temple of God;" for as he has never yet received "the 
honor of the kingdom," as none of the professed followers of 
Christ will acknowledge allegiance to him, these his "flatteries" are 
the only means by which he can retain his seat in "the temple of 
God." . 

Ver. 22. "And with the arms of a flood shall they be over- 
flown from before him," — that is, " the people of the Prince that 
shall come" — those in whose hearts this " man of sin" has taken 
up his abode — "shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and 
the end thereof shall be with a flood." (Dan. ix. 26.) . It is literally 
true Jerusalem was destroyed by Antichrist, — by those wicked 
Jews "who confess not that Jesus Christ is come into the flesh" 
(2 John vii ;) for though the Eoman army was the " hand" by which 
it was " consumed" (Dan. xi. 16), they cannot be charged with its 
ruin, as Titus not only did all he could to save the city, but even 
" spreading out bis hands to heaven, called God to witness that this 
was not his doing." {Jose, Wars^ b. v. c. xii. s. 4.) 

Ver. 22. "And shall be broken." During the Seven-years War 
at Jerusalem, " the sacrifice and the oblation" did forever " cease" 
(Dan.ix. 27): hence, the Mosaic dispensation passed away, and 
the Jewish people as a nation united under their own laws was 
" broken." 

Ver. 22. "Yea, also the Prince of the covenant." Some say this 

little horn, which "magnified himself even to the Prince of the 

host" (Dan.viii. 11), and stood "up against the Prince of princes" 

(Dan. viii. 25") was Eome ; and it is true our Lord was crucified 

10 
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upon a Roman cross ; but Peter, who witnessed the cruel deed^ 
charges Antichrist — ^those who ** denied the Holy One and the Just" 
—with having "killed the Prince of life." (Acts iii 15 ; ir. 10 ; v. 30.) 
This "vile person"* had already pronounced the sentence "of 
death" (Matt. xxvi. 66) before he was brought into the presence of 
" Pontius Pilate, the Governor ;"and by " washing his hands before 
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person" (Matt, xxvii. 24), he cleared the Eomans of this charge 
which Antichrist himself acknowledged, saying, "His blood be 
upon us and on our children." (Matt, xxvii. 25.) 

Yer.23. "And after the league made with him Ke shall work 
deceitfully." "The league made with "Antichrist could not have 
been formed by any nation of earth, as the formation of such a 
league would iiamediately transform them into Antichrist ; hence, 
there was but one people with whom such a league could be 
formed, — ^the so-called Christian. And the only way the Church 
could form a league with Antichrist was by means of transgression 
(i)an. viii. 12) ; for while they confess Christ, they must by works 
deny him, in order to be united or l^gued with Antichrist ; and 
this is the way the league was formed : " a host was given him by 
reason of transgression." (Dan. viii. 12.) This league was formed 
by Constantine, the Emperor of Eome, in A.D. 312, at which time 
he "took the religion of Christ to the unhallowed embraxje of 

* Our commentators say this " vile person,** as mentioned in Daniel Cxi. 21), 
was Antiochas Epiphanes. We will here pause a moment and expose the 
absurdity of such an opinion. 

1. This was ''^a yile person*' before he ascended the throne ; and as every 
word must be in reference to that in which Paniel*s people are concerned, he 
must exhibit his tyrannical sway towards that people before he received his 
kingdom, which Antiochus did not. 

2. He must be one ** to whom they shall not g^ive the honor of the king- 
^do« ;** but Antiochus did have the hosor of the kingdom of Syria. 

5. It was declared: "he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kiixgdom 
iby flatteries ;'* but Antiochus, using no ** flatteries,** came in with open hos- 
^rtilities, and obtained the kingdom by force of arms. 

4. "With the arms of a flood they were to be overflown from before him 
4md broken." Some say the king^lom of Syria; others say Egypt : bat uelther 
®gypt» Syria, nor the Jewish nation, was broken before Antiochtis. 

6. "Also the Prince of the covenant.*' This, we are told, was Onias, the 
•high-priest. But we have already noticed that so far from Antiochns having 
-slain Onias, he slew that wretch who was guilty of the cruel deed. Had the 
^heavenly teacher nsed the expression, ^ a prince,'* there might have been no 
objection to supposing ene of the Jewish high-priests was meant ; but since ho 
^flses the expression, " the Prince of the covenant,*' we are restricted alone to 
:ihe God-man (Gbriftt Jesus ; for none but God can be ^Hhe Prince of the cove 
aiaiit" of God. 
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State ; assumed to unite in Ms own person the civil and ecclesi- 
lifltical dominion;" and from this time Antichrist began to "work 
deceitfidly." The profession of the religion of Jesus now becom- 
ing popular, many professed Christ only from unhallowed motives. 

Ver. 23. ^' For he shall come up, and shall become strong with a 
small people,"— that is, "come up" into the Church, or "the 
temple pf ©od." (2 Thess. ii. 4.) The hand of persecution being 
now ^ taken out of the way" (2 Thess. ii. 7), Antichrist, in its trans- 
gressive form entered the Church, and "became strong with a 
small people," or ^ few true Christians. 

Yer. 24. " He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places 
of the province." This " vile person," laying aside that tyrannical 
fiiry which he had exhibited even towards "the Prince of the 
covenant," now, clad in " sheep's clothing," " entered peaceably" into 
all the privileges of the Church. The Emperors of Eome richly 
endowed the churches over which they presided with wealth and 
worldly honors, and thus Antichrist entered "even upon the fattest 
places of the province." 

Ver. 24. " And he shall do that which his fathers have not done, 
nor his fethers' fathers." The idolatrous worship of saints was 
now introduced into the Church ; they also assumed the privilege 
of changing the ordinances of Heaven: neither of which their 
^'fathers," since the opening of the Christian dispensation, nor their 
"fathers' fathers," imder the Mosaic dispensation, had dared to do. 
But our object was not to write a commentary upon the book of 
Daniel, but only to show the rise of Antichrist.* 

B.C. 488. NfiHEMiAH.-r-The first we hear of Nehemiah was when 
he returned fr(Hn Babylon. As at that time he was a distinguished 

* As 0|iF Lord wiis eracifled upon a Roman cross, hy the little horn some 
imderst^pd th-.e Romafi empire ; but, as we have before remarked, it was Anti- 
christ, i^nd not Hoin6, that stood up ^* ag^iinf t the Prince of pripces.^ 

2. This was '* a little horn" following in succession to the '*fQU7 notable 
ones'* (Dan. viii. 28) ; but Rome was great before the rise of the other three 
kingdoms. 

3. This horn, though "little at ilrst, "waxed exceeding great;" but Rome, 
hating reaehed its height at the ^ime it came in connection with PaniePs 
people, did not wax anj greater. 

4. It was said his " power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;" 
wnile aU the power Rome possessed was properly its own. But the power of 
Antichrist, which is greater than that of Rome, is not his ** own power." The 
gre^t secret of the power of Antiehrist Is obtained by assuming the name of 
Christ. 

6. **He shall be broken withoi:(t hands;" but Rome has long since h^Bjk 
broken with hands. 
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character, holding an important office over the returning Jews 
(Ezra. ii. 2), he mtist have been at least twenty years old ; and if so, 
he was eighty-nine in the twentieth of Artaxerxes. As this would 
make Nehemiah one hundred and forty seven years old in the 
fifteenth of Darius Nothus, when the advocates of Ptolemy's canon 
end " the first seven of the seventy weeks of Daniel's prophecy," 
they are reduced to the necessity of trying to make it appear that 
this was not the same Nehemiah. But their conjectures cannot out- 
weigh positive authority. That this was the same Nehemiah as 
found in office when they returned from captivity, observe that the 
same person who in Ezra ii. 63 is called "the Tirshatha," is in 
1 Esdras v. 40, called Nehemiah ; and in Neh. x. 1 ; viii. 9, we 
are told positively that Nehemiah was "the Tirshatha." This is 
another proof of the incorrectness of Ptolemy's canon. 

B.C. 485. Cambyses' First Year. — According to Herodotus, 
Cambyses reigned " seven years and five months" {Herod, b. iii. c. 66) ; 
but the beginning of his reign dates not from the death of his 
father, but from the time Cyrus commenced the Scythian war ; for, 
says Herodotus: "Cyrus then formally delegated his authority 
to his son Caihbyses." Herodotus is correct in this, as will 
appear from Xenophon; for instead of Cyrus at the time of . 
his death appointing Cambyses as his successor, he speaks of him 
as having been before appointed, — thus : " Do you, therefore, Cam- 
byses, hold the kingdom as allotted you by the gods, and by me." 
(Xew.p. 148.) As to when the Scythian war commenced, from 
which epoch the reign of Cambyses is to be dated, Herodotus does 
not inform us. He says, among the " many other and different rela- 
tions" concerning " the end of Cyrus," that he was slain in a battle 
against the Scythians {Her. b. i. c. 214) ; but this is admitted to be 
incorrect ; for, according to Xenophon, he died peaceably in his 
bed." {Xen. p. 150.) Though Xenophon does not say how long this 
was after the Scythian war, he says : " Inunediately on Cyrus'-' 
death his sons fell into dissension; cities and nations revolted; 
every thing tended to ruin." (JPen.150.) And we learn from 
Herodotus that this happened a short time before the death of 
Cambyses ; hence, Cambyses did not long survive his father, which 
we can prove again from the history of his life. According to 
Polyaenus, "Nitetius, who was in reality the daughter of Apries, 
lived a long time with Cyrus as the daughter of Amasis. After 
having many children by Cyrus, she disclosed to him who she 
really was; for, though Amasis was dead, she wished to revenge 
herself on his son Psammenitus. Cyrus acceded to her wishes ; 
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but died in the midst of His preparations for an Egyptian war 
Cambyses was persuaded by his mother to undertake this, and 
revenge on the Egyptians the cause of the family of Apries ;" 
hence, Psammenitus was King of Egypt before the death of Cyrus, 
and had reigned only six months when Cambyses subdued Egypt ; 
and as he died before he reached home, surely he could not have 
lived over one or two years after the death of his father. He was 
associated with his father in the kingdom in the twenty-sixth year 
of Cyrus, which we prove, — 

1. By the seventy -years " indignation." (See B.C. 477.) 

2. By the seventy-years "fast." (See B.C. 475.) 

3. By the eclipse of the moon " in the seventh year of Cam- 
byses." (See B.C. 479.) 

4. By the eclipse of the moon " followed by the death of Cam- 
byses." (See B.C. 479.) 

According to Clemens Alexandrinus, Cambyses reigned "ten 
years." This may be reconciled with Herodotus by supposing 
that Cyrus made Cambyses successor to Darius over the province 
of Babylon ; for it was just about ten years from the time of the 
death of " Darius, the Median" to the death of Cambyses. Ptolemy, 
not observing that Herodotus dated the beginning of the reign of 
Cambyses from the time of the Scythian war, places the beginning 
of his reign at the time of his father's death; but this would 
make Cambyses remain in Egypt about seven years ; for, " as soon 
as he succeeded to the throne he commenced hostilities against 
Egypt." {Herod, b. iii. c. 3.) Since it is unreasonable to suppose that 
Cambyses remained seven years in Egypt, the advocates of Ptol- 
emy's canon place the time he went there about the beginning of 
his fifth year ; which not only contradicts Polysenus, as quoted 
above, but is at variance with all the historical accounts we have 
yet met with. 

B.C. 485. Year op Jubilee. — "The commandment to restore 
and to build Jerusalem" went forth on the 10th of the fifth month, 
B.C. 488. If from that time we allow the Jews about three years in 
which to return home and build their cities, we will have B.C. 485 
as the period at which "all Israel" were "in their cities." (Ezra 
ii. 70.) Ezra ii. is only a register containing the genealogy of the 
children of Israel that went up from Babylon. Hence, Chap. iii. 
commencing with ver. 2 is as properly a continuation of the first 
chapter as if the second was entirely omitted. And since the cities 
of Israel had been destroyed, the time they were "dwelling in 
their cities," as mentioned in Ezra ii. 70, could not have been 
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before tliey had rebuilt those cities. Ezra says: "And when the 
seventh month 'w&s o6me; and the children of Israel were in the 
rities,"— not when they had just returned from Babylon^ but when 
they Were '* in the cities>"-^"the people gathered themselTes together 
as one man to Jerusalem." (Ezra iii. 1*) As to why they thus assem- 
bled at Jerusalem, Ezra does not inform us ; but We have the con- 
tinuation of this history in Nehemiah, from which it appears that 
this was their jrear of jubilee, or at least the sabbatical year, during 
which "all Israel" were required by law "to appear before the 
Lord," and at which time they were required, saying, "Thou shalt 
read this law before all Israel in their hearing" (Deut. ^xsi. 11) ; 
for ''Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit," and read in "the book 
of the law of Moses" that which the Lord had commanded to 
Israel." (Neh. yiii* 1, 4.) From ver. 6 Chap. vii. to ver. 86 Chap. x. 
of Nehemiah was copied from some other authot ; and by comparing 
Nehemiah vii. 78 with Ezra ii. 70> we learn that this in chrono- 
logical order properly belongs there ; for it was written after they 
"were come again out of the captivity" (Neh* viii. 17), and when 
the temple wad building (Neh. Xu 12), which house was finished in 
the sixth of Darius* (Ezra vi. 15.) 

B.C. 481* Cambtses* Fifth Ybab. — ^In the fifth year of Cam- 
byses, recikoning from the Scythian war, Cyrus died ; and soon 
afljer his death Cambyses commenced his "expedition against 
Egypt." {Berod. b. ii. o. 1*) According to Jodephus, this king, whom 
the Greeks called Gambyses, was the same one called Artaxerxes 
by Ezra (iv* 11.) That Josephus is correct in this, we prove thi4s : 
Herodotus isays this Gambyses of the Greeks was die son of Cyrus ; 
and the Artaierxes of Ezra was the son of Cyrus. (Ezra iv. IS* 
1 Esdras vi. 21.) As the name Ahasuerus is mentioned befc^e 
that cS Aitaxerxes, some conclude that Gambyses was the Ahasu- 
erus, and the Magus called Artaxerxes. But this is clearly incorrect ; 
for while thid Artaxerxes was the son of Cyrus, the Magi was not 
even of the Persian nation. If reference be made to Ezra (iv.5), 
Wfe find thiat Darius Wd^ the last name mentioned ; and from this 
Ezta runs back, 6.s he had run down from Cyrus ; and in going 
b^ck from Datius, the Magus, who is by Ezra called Ah&suerus, 
comes before that of Catnbyses, whom he calls Artaxetxes. 

Cyrus dying ^ in the midst of his preparation for an Eg3rpti^n 
War," his son Gambyses Commenced the " expedition against Egypt." 
The adversaries of the Jews, availing themselves of this favorable 
opportunity of prevailing with the king to cause them to Cease to 
build Jerusalem and tie temple, wrote to Gambyses concerning the 
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matter (Ezra iv. 11) ; in answer to which he wrote to them, saying, 
"Give ye now commandment to cause these men to cease, and that 
the city be not built until another commandment shall be given 
from me" (Ezra iv. 21), — that is, until he return from the Egyptian 
war; and on his return, he passed through the land of Judea, and 
granted the Jews the privilege of resuming their work (Ezra 
vi. 14); but before they were ready to commence, " Cambyses died at 
Damascus ;" and the adversaries of the Jews, writing immediately 
to the Magus called Ahasuerus, prevented the work: "so it ceased 
unto the second year of the reign of Darius, King of Persia." 
(Ezrjl iv. 24.) 

B.C. 479. Eclipse op the Moon. — ^According to Ptolemy there 
was an eclipse of the moon during "the seventh of Cambyses;" 
and by calculation there was a total eclipse at Babylon on March 14 
at 32m. after five in the morning, B.C. 479. 

B.C. 479. Eclipse of the Moon. — Says Ferguson : " An eclipse 
of the moon was followed by the death of Cambyses ;" and by 
calculation there was a total eclipse of the moon at Babylon on 
September 7, at 16m. after nine in the afternoon, B.C. 479 ; from which 
we conclude that Cambyses died about the 8th of September, 
B.C. 479 ; and if to this we add " seven years and five months," we 
have April, B.C., 486, for the beginning of his reign. 

B.C. 479. The Eeign of the Magus. — "After the death of Cam- 
byses, the Magus, by the favor of his name, pretending to be 
Smerdias, the son of Cyrus, reigned in security during the seven 
months which completed the eighth of the reign of Cambyses." 
(J?"erodb.iii.c.67.) 

B.C. 478. Darius's First Year. — "The seven months" the Magus 
had a peaceable possession of the kingdom from the "death of 
Cambyses," — that is, from September 8, B.C. 479, — ^will give us 
April 8, B.C. 478 ; and if from the time the imposition was detected, 
we allow about one month for the interval, we will have May, 
B.C. 478 for the beginning of the reign of Darius. But concerning 
the duration df his reign there is an apparent difficulty ; for while 
we can prove by clear astronomical demonstration that his reign 
continued only about twenty years afber the time of the slaughter- 
ing of the Magus, Ptolemy, who dates the beginning of his reign at 
that time, says he reigned thirty-six years, which thirty-six years 
he found in the book of Herodotus. In order to reconcile this, 
we must make inquiry as to the way Herodotus was in the habit 
of making out the number of years he allowed for the reign of 
kings. He says " Cyaxares died after he had reigned forty years ;" 
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and yet, according to his own statement, Cyaxares was really in 
possession of the kingdom but twelve years. Again : he tells us 
that Cyrus reigned twenty-nine years ; but, according to Xenophon, 
Cyrus was really in possession of the kingdom only about seven 
years. And he tells us that Cambyses reigned "seven years and 
five months ;" yet, as we have before noticed, Cambyses survived 
his father only about two or three years. This gives us a clue to 
the inquiry as to how he made out- the thirty-six years he allowed 
Darius. That which appears to be the most plausible is this: 
Darius at twenty years of age having married " Atossa, daughter of 
Cyrus," was made Governor of Persia, in B.a 495 ; about ten years 
after, Cyrus had a " dream in which he thought he saw Darius 
having wings on his shoulders, one of which overshadowed Asia, 
the other Europe; from which" he concluded that Darius, his 
son-in-law and Governor of Persia, was " plotting against" him, or 
^^ forming designs" to dispossess him of his empire. He, therefore, 
sent Hystaspes, the father of Darius, to dispossess Darius of his 
office as governor, saying : " Do you, therefore, go back to Persia 
with aU speed, and take care that when I have conquered those 
people, and return home, you bring your son before me to be ex- 
amined ;" and from this, Hystaspes continued Governor of Persia 
until Darius received the kingdom. {Herod, b. iii. c. 70.) The cir- 
cumstance of Darius vowing " to the King of Heaven" " to build 
Jerusalem in the day" when he shall receive the "kingdom" 
(1 Esdras iv. 43, 46), shows that, after the death of Cambyses, he 
was the next heir ; and the only way we are enabled to account for 
his being heir to the throne is upon the supposition that he had 
before that time married the daughter of Cyrus ; hence, Herodotus 
was mistaken in supposing that Cambyses married his sister 
Atossa. 

From the time Darius was made Governor of the province of 
Persia, he was in authority exercising all the power of a subordi- 
nate king ; therefore, if those who informed Herodotus of the dura- 
tion of his reign wished to include the whole time he was in 
authority, they must date from the commencement of his authority 
as governor, which is more plausible than to allow the reign of 
Cyrus to include the time he was only acting as a general over the 
armies of his father. That which proves that Herodotus did in 
the thirty-six years include this time in which he exercised the 
authority of a subordinate king, is the expression, " in all ;" for 
if the thirty-six years be reckoned from the time he came in full 
possession of the kingdom, we are unable to see why he said that 
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Darius " reigned thirty-six years in all." This Darius, that ob- 
tained the kingdom after the slaughter of the Magus, was, says Herod- 
otus, " the son of Hystaspes ;" and Josephus informs us that he was 
the one in whose reign the temple was completed. Herod, the King 
of the Jews, declares the same thing. The expression, "even until 
the reign of Darius, King of Persia," as used by Ezra (iv.5), is 
equivalent to Darius, the first King of Persia ; for if up to the 
time Ezra wrote, there had been more than one Persian king by 
this name, had he wished to inform us what king he meant, he would 
have said Darius the second, or third. King of Persia. Ezra used 
the expression, " King of Persia," to distinguish him from Darius 
the Mede, who was the first of that name who reigned over the 
Jews. (Dan. v. 31.) 

B.C. 477. The Second Yeak of Darius. — On Sunday the first 
day of the week, September 26, B.C. 477, which was the 24th "day 
of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the King," the 
Jews again commenced the building of the temple. (Hag. i. 15.) 
This was before they had obtained permission from Darius to do 
so ; for it was not until the intrusion of their enemies compelled, 
that they applied * for one. Cambyses, the Artaxerxes of Ezra, 
who had, during hife expedition against Egypt, prohibited the Jews 
from going on with their work " until another commandment should 
be given from" him (Ezra iv. 21), had, on his return from Egypt, as 
he passed through the land of Judea, granted them the privilege 
of continuing their work. (Ezra vi. 14.) But Cambyses dying 
" at Damascus," the adversaries of the Jews, writing immediately 
to "Ahasuerus an accusation against the inhabitants of Judea 
and Jerusalem" (Ezra iv. 6), deterred them in this. But Cambyses, 
when, on his dying bed, he admonished the Persians to wrest the 
kingdom again from the usurper, had made Darius take an oath, 
saying, " Build Jerusalem in the day when thou comest to thy 
kingdom." (1 Esdras iv. 43.) Darius having thus " vowed to the 
King of Heaven" that he would grant the Jews the privilege 
of building their house, as soon as the impostor was slain, and 
things in Persia had quieted down again, the prophets Haggai 
and Zachariah commenced stirring up the people to a preparation 
for the work ; and by the 24th " day of the sixth month in the 
second year of Darius" they were ready, " and began to build the 
house." (Ezra v. 2.) But their enemies, the Governor Tatnai and 
others, learning that they had no permission from Darius, desired 
to oppose them ; hence, wrote to the king concerning the matter, 
after which he ordered a search for the decree of Cyrus (Ezra vi. 1); 
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and about this lime his feast came oS, at which time Zerubbabel 
obtained his permission to build the house. (1 Esdras iv. 47.) 

B.C. 477. End of the Seventy- yeaes Indignation. The In- 
dignation commenced with the ruin of the city and the burning 
of the temple, in the fifth month, B.C. 547 ; and seventy years from 
that time ^ids with the fifth month, B.C. 477. From Zechariah we 
learn that the seventieth year of the Indignation reached its end 
"in the second year of Darius." (Zech. i. 12.) This proves that we 
have the reign of Cambyses properly arranged. 

B.C. 475. The Seventy- years Fasting and Mourning.— 
Jerusalem was burned on the 10th of the fifth month (Jer. lii. 12)^ 
and Gedaliah slain "in the seventh month" (2 Kings xxv.25)^ 
B.C. 547 : hence, the earliest time at which the Jews could have 
commenced to "fast and mourn in the fifth and seventh months," 
was in B.C. 546; from which, if we subtract seventy years, we 
have B.C. 476. But "the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem" going forth on the 10th of the fifth month in B.C. 488, 
there could have been no fasting and mourning at that time. 
" The fast of the fifth month" was on that day exchanged for "joy 
and gladness." (Zech. viii. 19.) Neither could there have been 
fasting and mourning in the seventh month ; for they were then 
rejoicing at Jerusalem. (Ezra iii. 6.) But before the time of the 
fast in the following .year, they were again molested by their ene* 
mies (Ezra iii. 8; iv. 1); hence, the fasting and mourning of the 
fifth and seventh months, commencing again, continued to the 
fourth year of the reign of Darius. (Zech. vii. 1-5.) With the 
omission of the fasting in the fifth and seventh months of B.C. 488, 
the seventy years ends in the fourth year of Darius, B.C. 475. 
Another proof of the correctness of our arrangement of the reigns 
of Cambyses and Darius. 

B.C. 475. Dakius's Twentieth Yeab. — It is said there was an 
eclipse of the moon in the " twentieth of Darius Hystaspes ;" and 
by calculation, there was a total eclipse in the twentieth year of 
Darius, reckoning from the time he was made governor in Persia, 
which was the fourth year from the acquisition of his kingdom. 
This eclipse occurred on June 26, at 13m. after eight in the aftei 
noon on the meridian of Babylon. 

B.C. 472. The Temple Completed. — On Sunday, February 15. 
''the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of 
the reign of Darius the King," the temple "was finished." (Ezra vi. 15.) 

B.C. 465. The Battle of Marathon. — Struyk has an eclipse 
of the moon about the time of the battle of Marathon, — that is, 
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according to Ptolemy's cation. This battle was fought B.C. 465 ; and 
by calculation there was a total eclipse of the moon at Athens, on 
June 6, at 26iii. after twelve a.m. in that year. According to Herod- 
otus, Darius died in the sixth year after the battle of Marathon. 
Six from B.C. 465 leaves B.C. 459 for the time of his death. Thus 
we prove by three eclipses of the moon that Ptolemy was mistaken 
in supposing that Darius lived thirty-six years after the death of 
Cambyses ; and that Herodotus is correct in saying that he reigned 
thirty-six years " in all," — that is, including his subordinate reign. 

B.C. 464. Darius's Thirty-first Year. — It is said there was 
an eclipse of the moon in the "thirty-first of Darius Hystaspes;" 
and by caleulatiou there was one at Babylon on November 19, at 
85m. afber twelve a.m.* in B.C. 464, — ^the quantity eclipsed 9 J digits. 
And according to our table of chronology B.C. 464 was the thirty- 
first year of Darius, reckoning from the time he was appointed 
Governor of Persia, which was the fifteenth year from the time he 
came in full possession of the kingdom. 

B.C. 461. Egypt Ebvolted from Darius. — "In the fourth" 
year after "the battle of Marathon," "the Egyptians, who had been 
reduced by Cambyses, revolted from the Persians." In this year 
Darius "appointed Xerxes to be king over the Persians; from 
which epoch Herodotus commences his reign; but he does not 
say how long it continued. 

B.C. 458. Xerxes^ First Year. — Ptolemy begins the reign of 
Xerxes at the death of his father, and gives him twenty-one years. 

B.C. 457. Xerxes* Expedition against Greece. — After the 
battle of Marathon, Darius spent "three years in making prepara- 
tions to invade Greece." "In the fourth year, Egypt revolted; 
and in this year, " Darius appointed Xerxes to be king over the 
Persians." "In the year after the revolt of Egypt, Dariua 
died;" and "in the year which followed his death, Xerxes com- 
menced the war with Egypt." Having spent " four whole years in 
assembling his forces and providing things necessary for the ex- 
pedition," he commenced his march to invade Greece, "in the 
course of the fifth year" of his reign, reckoning from the time he 
was associated with his father in the kingdom, which was the 
second after the death of Darius. In the next year, which was " the 
tenth year after the battle of Marathon," Xerxes entered Greece. 
(7Au.b.i.c.l8.) 

B.C. 457. Eclipse of the Sun. — When Xerxes was on his 
march to Greece, there happened a total eclipse of the sun, which 
Herodotus describes thus: — "The sun, quitting his seat in the 
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heavens, disappeared, though there were no clouds, and the air was 
perfectly serene; and night ensued in the place of day." As 
" the sun . . . disappeared" when " there were no clouds," this was 
a total eclipse. The sun appeared to have " quit its place in the 
heavens;" therefore, the smallest particle could not have been 
visible ; and as " night ensued in the place of day," it was not only 
a total, but a dark eclipse, such as can only happen when the moon 
is in its perigee. Some translate it: "The darkest night suc- 
ceeded." On p. 44 we have observed that this eclipse occurred 
when Xerxes was in Celeenae, in Phrygia. Xerxes was then on 
his way to Sardis, where he spent the winter ; hence, it was late in 
the autumn; and as the Greeks were celebrating the Olympic 
games when he reached Greece in the following summer, this 
eclipse was in the fourth year of "the Olympic games," and in the 
fifth year of Xerxes, reckoning from the time he was made King 
of Persia by his fether; or the second of his reign, reckoning 
from the death of Darius, — that is, B.C. 457. Since we are able to 
point out with such precision the time and place at which this 
total eclipse of the sun occurred, it is the most important one to 
be found in profane history for establishing the true chronology. 

By calculation, there was a total eclipse of the sun at Celaenae, 
Phrygia, on December 16, at 15m. after nine, in B.C. 457, — the moon 
was at that time in her perigee ; hence, a very dark eclipse. Herod- 
otus mentions that this eclipse happened when Xerxes "was on 
the point of setting out ;" or, as some translate it, " at the moment 
of their departure." We would hardly suppose that they would 
at that season have left before eight o'clock in the morning; 
and this eclipse began to be visible about 10 or 15m. after eight; 
so it answers in every particular to the description of Herodotus. 

No one at all acquainted with ancient history can believe Xerxes 
invaded Greece before B.C. 754, nor later than B.C. 431; and from 
the former to the latter, we have examined the fourth year of each 
Olympiad, by which we find that this is the only eclipse that 
answers to the description, the time, quantity, and place, as men- 
tioned by Herodotus ; hence we must admit that this settles to a 
certainty the time at which Xerxes invaded Greece. 

B.C. 455. Eclipse of the Sun. — ^According to Herodotus, there 
was another "eclipse of the sun" during the spring of the second 
year of the Persian War, which was in the first year of the Olympic 
games. B.C. 455 was the second of the Persian War ; and by cal- 
culation, there was an eclipse of 7 J digits at the isthmus in Greece, 
fit 30m after nine A.M., May 31, B.C. 455. This being in connection 
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with the total eclipse of B.C. 457, points out the year Xerxes in 
vaded Greece; thus putting it beyond all doubt that our chro 
nology is the correct one. 

B.C. 455. Eclipse op the Sun.— In S. Bliss's catalogue of 
eclipses, as copied from Dr. Hales, he has one dated : " Feb. 18 
aft. 2, dig. 11 J,7--year after the Persian War." As to where this 
was seen, or what historian has mentioned it, we know not; but 
by calculation, a total eclipse of the sun passed central through 
Asia, on May 81, B.C. 455, which was the year after Xerxes, having 
been defeated at Salamis, fled from Grecia. 

B.C. 446. Artaxekxes associated with his Father.-^" The 
ill success of Xerxes in his expedition against the Greeks, and 
which continued afterwards, at length discouraged him" so much 
that, giving up all public affairs of the kingdom to Artaxerxes, he 
" abandoned himself entirely to luxury and ease, and was studious 
of nothing but his pleasure." {Bol) 

Says Thucydides : — " Themistocles fled to King Artaxerxes, the 
son of Xerxes, who was lately come to the throne." (b. i. c. 137.) 
" Strabo, Plutarch, Diodorus, Siculus, Africanus, Eusebius, and al] 
others that write of these times, fix this incident under Xerxes,'' 
which is positive proof that the reign of Artaxerxes began before 
the death of Xerxes. Prideaux, not noticing that Xerxes had 
thus associated his son with him in the kingdom, first says: "ac- 
cording to Thucydides, Xerxes was dead ;" and then enters into an 
argument to prove that he was mistaken. Had Prideaux received 
the express language of Thucydides, without supposing he meant 
more than he said, his argument here would have been uncalled 
for; for Thucydides does not say that he was dead: he only 
says that " Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes, was lately come to the 
throne." {Thu. b. i. c. 187.) Usher, EoUin, and others, who admit 
that the flight of Themistocles was in the reign of Artaxerxes, com- 
mence his reign at the end of the twelfth year of Xerxes ; and in 
this they are correct. But, in supposing that Xerxes died at that 
time, they were mistaken ; for " Ptolemy, Diodorus, Siculus, Plu- 
tarch, Africanus, and Eusebius, all say that Xerxes reigned twenty- 
one years ;" " Petavius supposes that Xerxes, nine years before his 
death, admitted his son Artaxerxes to reign in copartnership with 
him ;" and from the time Xerxes associated his son with him in 
the kingdom is to be reckoned the forty-one years during which 
Artaxerxes reigned. 

B.C. 488. Artaxerxes'' First Year. — Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
otliers, in reckoning by the reign of Artaxerxes, date the beginning 
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o£ his reign from the time of his father's death ; and from this 
epoch he reigned about thirty -two years (Neh. xiii, 6) ; for hi^ 
thirty-second year from the death of Xerxes, ends with the forty- 
first year from the time he was 'associated with his father. His 
reign commenced as early as the ninth month in b,c. 438, (Neh. i. 1:) 

B.C. 481. EsTHPR TAWN TO THE KiNG,—" Esther was taken 
unjto the King Ahasuerus, into his house royal, in the tenth 
month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 
reign" (B^fc ii. IQ), — ^that is, about the first of January, b,c. 431. 
In profane history we find no king called Ahasuerus ; but in the 
Bible- we bare three cajled by that name. The first was that 
King of the Medes, who was by the Greeks called Astyages ; the 
second, waa the impostor "Smerdis the Magian," who reigned after 
Cteibyses ; and the third, was the husband of Esther. He is dis- 
tinguished from the two who reigned before him by being called 
the "Ahasuerus which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia 
over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces. (Est. i. 1.) 

AU that is now iiecessary in order to learn what King of Persia 
this was, is to ascertain the name by which he was called among 
the Greeks ; and this we can easily do, since we have a history of 
Bather, which was originally written in Greek. Those authors 
who wrote in Greek called the Kings of Media and Persia by the 
same name which the Greeks call them ; for example : the king 
who was called Ahasuerus, in that portion of the book of Daniel 
which was written in Hebrew, was in that written in Greek, 
called Astyages (Compare Dan. ix. i. with the history of "Bel and 
the Dragon," i. 1.) And so with the book of Esther : in that por- 
tion which was written in Hebrew, the husband of Esther is called 
Ahasuerus ; but the Greek copy has the same name by which he 
was known among the Greeks, — ^that is, Artaxerxes. Thus we 
prove that the Ahasuerus of Esther was the Artaxerxes of the 
Greeks. The first king thus called by the Greeks was the son 
of Xerxes. As this Artaxerxes reigned " from India even unto 
Ethic^ia over a hundr^ and seven and tw^ity provinces," this 
language forbids pur looking for any other after him; hence, 
proves that the son of Xerxes was the husband of Esther. Says 
Joaephus : — " The son of Xerxes," whom the " Greeks called Arta- 
xerxes," was the husband of Esther ; and the Septuagint, through- 
out the whole book of Esther wherever the Hebrew text hath 
Ahasuerus, translates Artaxerxes;" for the Ahasuerus of the 
Bomaos and the Artaxerxes of the Greeks are the same. 
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B.0.431. Ezra went uf to Jerusa.lbm. — Xerxes, the fourth 
King of Persia, having stirred "up all against the realm of Grecia* 
(Dan. xi. 2), the Jews were thus " led into Persia" (2 Mac. i, 19), to 
accompany him in his expedition against Greece ; and such was 
the shock his kingdom received at that time by the Greeks, 
he too much needed their service to suffer them to return hc«ne 
during his life. But in the seventh year of the reign of his son 
Artaxerxes, the Greeks, who had threatened his kingdom with 
ruin, having commenced a war among themselves, he had no 
ftirther cause of tesLr ; hence, " made a release to the provinces" 
(Esther ii. 18), granting the soldiers- the privilege of returning 
home. This release was made in the tenth month in the seventh 
year of Artaxerxes, — ^that is, January, B.C. 431 ; and by the "first 
day of the first month," Sunday, April 12, N.S., B.C. 431, the Jews 
were ready to leave Babylon ; and on " the first day of the fifth 
month," Friday, July 31, N.s., they reached "Jerusalem." (Ezravii.9.) 
Ezra does not attribute the privilege of thus returning home to 
any act of kindness on the part of Artaxerxes ; but gives all the 
praise to his God, saying, " Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers 
which hath, put such a thing as this in the king's heart." (Ezra 
vii. 27.) But as to the means used by the Lord, he does not inform 
us. A clew to this inquiry may be gathered from the words of 
Artaxerxes himself. He says: "Why should there be wrath 
against the realm of the king and his sons ?" (Ezra vii. 23.) Prom 
this it is clear that there was then some visible mark of the dis- 
pleasure of Heaven, or at least something which Artaxerxes sup- 
posed to have been a manifestation of the "wrath" of Heaven 
against " the realm of ^' his kingdom, — ^which was not that of war, 
for it was a time of "perfect peace" (Ezra vii. 12) ; but was this: 
About that "time there broke out a most grievous pestilence, 
which . . i spread itself throughout the whole Persian Empire." 
It was a very fetal disease,— "so that they either died in most 
cases on the ninth or seventh day, through the internal burning, 
while they had still some degree of strength; or, if they escaped 
that stage of the disorder, " the greater part were afterward carried 
off through the weakness occasioned by it." (^At^. b. ii. a 49.) 
Artaxerxes considering this "most grievous pestilence" a mani- 
festation of the "wrath" of God "against the realm of" his king- 
dom, was in anxiety to have things " done speedily" (Ezra vii. 21), 
— that is, that Ezra, going in haste to Jerusalem, " buy speedily" 
those things necessary in order to offer sacrifice. (Ezra vii. 17.) 
As the time this " most grievous pestilence" thus " spread itself 
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througlaout the whole Persian Empire" was about B.C. 431, this ia 
an additional proof that this was the year Ezra went up to 
Jerusalem. 

B.C. 431. Eclipse of the Sun. — (See p. 48.) 

B.C. 431. The Interval. — According to our English copy of 
the book of Thucydides, there was an interval of fifty years be- 
tween the expedition of Xerxes against Greece and the time of the 
Peloponnesian War. We have only about twenty-five years ;* yet, 
since a different punctuation would give a different construction, 
this can hardly be considered as clashing with Thucydides ; for the 
arrangement of the punctuation is not his, but one pf a modern date. 
The diflBculty is removed by punctuating it thus: "All these 
things the Greeks performed against one another and the bar- 
barian, occurred in about fifty years." Thus, placing a ftdl stop 
at "fifty years," we will commence a new sentence for the time " the 
Athenians established th^ empire on a firmer footing." Indeed 
this is the only way we can punctuate it so as to reconcile Thucy- 
dides with himself; for he tells us positively, — ^not that a part, but, 
emphatically, — "All these things the Greeks performed" — not 
only against one another, but also against "the barbarian — oc- 
curred in about fifty years." {Thu.hA. a. 118.) And in another 
place he tells us that the war with " the barbarian" commenced ten 
years before the expedition of Xerxes. {Thu. b. i. c. 18.) 

B.C. 426. The Twenty-three Hundred Days. — As these 
** twenty-three hundred days" were given in answer to " How long 
the vision ?" — not a part, but the whole of the vision ; both that 
of "the daily, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot" (Dan. viii. 13), 
— the "two thousand three hundred" must measure the whole 
duration of the vision commencing with the "pushing" of the 
the ram ; hence, all that is necessary in order to learn the epoch 
from which they are to be dated, is to find the time at which the 
kingdom of Persia commenced that " pushing" as seen by Daniel 
in his vision. We have already at B.C. 488 observed that this 
"pushing" cannot be against kingdoms; for the ram was not as 
the goat running over the face of " the whole earth," but standing 
quietly "before the river TJlai;" and from the rise to the fell of the 
Persian Empire, there was no epoch at which the Persian power 

* While those who follow Ptolemy's canon are reduced to the necessity, in 
80 many ways, to contradict authors both sacred and profane, this is the first 
place that our chronology appears to come in contact with any author of that 
age. 
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was pushing against three .different nations "westward, and nortk- 
ward, and southward," and at the same time standing quietly "at 
Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam." (Dan. 
viii. 2-4.) The wars with other nations is something in which 
Daniel's people were but little concerned; tut the "pushing" of 
the " ram" wns against Daniel's people, — " I am come to make thee 
understand what shall befall thy people." From the expression, 
"Arise, devour much flesh" (Dan.vii.5), it is evident this "push- 
mg" was no ordinary expedition against other kingdoms ; for the 
object of war is not to " devour much flesh," but to conquer with 
the loss of as few men as possible. In all the expeditions of the 
Persians against other kingdoms, the voice to do this came from 
the council of war; hence, from the Persian power; but the blood- 
thirsty voice which said, " Arise, devour much flesh," came nof 
from the bear, but from the " three ribs in the mouth of it, between 
the teeth of it." (Dan. vii. 5.) Three ribs are but parts of a skele- 
ton: so the voice must have come from the remains of some 
already ruined people who were at that time " between the teeth," 
ready to be crushed by the Persian power. From the book of 
Esther we learn that a voice for the slaughter of the whole Jewish 
nation, came from Haman (Est. iii. 9), who was but a skeleton, or 
the last of those Amalekites {Jose, Ant b. xi. c. vi. s. 5), which had 
been " utterly destroyed" by Saul. (1 Sam. xv. 20.) As these ribs 
were between the teeth, we understand that they were crushed by 
ihe bear, and " they hanged Haman on the gallows." This is the 
last we hear of the Amalekites. " Amalek was the first of the 
nations, but his latter end shall be that he perish forever." (Num. 
xxiv. 20.) The time these "ribs" — the skeleton or remains of the 
already " utterly destroyed" Amalekites — "said thus unto it. Arise, 
devour much flesh," was after the bear had " raised up itself on on^ 
side," which is explained to mean that Persia " shall stir up all 
against the realm of Grecia." (Dan.xi.2.) From this we learn 
that the time the ribs said unto the bear, " Arise, devour much 
flesh," was after the expedition of Xerxes against Greece ; hence, 
in the third year of Cyrus, Daniel's vision was in the future : " for 
yet the vision is for many days." (Dan.x. 14.) Afl«r this, Gabriel 
gave him the definite time, or told him the exact number of kings 
that should yet stand up in Persia before the time of the pushing 
of the ram: "And now will I show thee the truth. Behold" 
(notice this), "there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia" before 
the pushing as seen in the vision ; hence,, the pushing of the ram 
11 
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could not commence until after the death of Xerxes ; and since 
ifrom the reign of Cyrus there were but three kings to stand Up 
before the beginning of the vision, the pushing must commence 
some time during the reign of Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes ; 
and it did not commence before " the seventh year of his reign ;" 
for at the time Daniel saw the vision, the ram was standing quietly 
"before the river," which shows that this "pushing" occurred fit 
a time when, the Persians having ceased from war, the king was 
" at Shushan in the palace which is in the province of Elam" (Dan. 
viii. 2); and it Was not until "the seventh year of his reign" thai 
"he made a release to the provinces" (Est.ii. 18), or, ceasing from 
war, suffered the soldiers to return to their several homes,— this 
was a time of "perfect peace" (E^ra vii. 12) ; and about five years 
after this, — ^that is, " in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus,"— this 
pushing commenced for the slaughter of the whole Jewish nation. 
For the convenience of the reader we here place the vision and 
interpretations in opposite columns: 



tHE VISION. 

The bear "raised up itself on 
one side. 

"There stood before the river 



a ram. 



ji 




The bear had "three ribs in 
ike mouth of it, between the 
teeth of it." 



As these ribs Were "between 
the teeth," we understand that 
they were crushed. 



"And they" (the ribs) "said 
thus unto it, Arise, devour much^i 
■flesh." 



THE IKTERPBETATION. 

"He shall stir up all against 
the realm of Grecia. 



"Perfect peace; and ait such a 
time" the king " made a release 
to the provinces." 

Haman, his wife, and sons, who 
were but skeletons, or the last 
remains of "the Amalekites," 
were in the Persian power. 



"Haman, his wife, and sons, 
were all slain." 



"And Haman," influenced by 
is wife and sons,"said unto King 
Ahasuerus," "L^ it be written 
that they may be destroyed." 
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"I saw the ram pushing west- 
ward, and northward, and sonth- 



"The post 
hastened by 



went ont, being 
the king's com- 



ww^; so* that no soul might mandment," "into all the king^s 



stand before him," 




provinces to 




JByen Esther the queen in the 
king's palace was not exempt. 

" And the decree waa given in 



"NeitW was there any that 
could deliver out of his hand." 

"And it came to pass when I 
saw"^^ ram, "that F saw Aim Shushan the palace." 
"at Shushan the palace, which 
is in the province of Elam." 

" But he did according to his 
will" 



" And beoaaaae great," 



Which will was to save Dan- 
iel's people from pending ruin. 
"Write ye also for the Jews." 

" Great among the Jews." 



Some commence the twenty-three hundred days in the seventh 
year of Artaxerxes ; but the powers of Persia were at that time 
pushing neither against the Jews, nor other nations; for the 
king had just made a release to the provinces; hence, war had 
then ceased in Persia ; and so far from pushing against Daniel's 
people, Artaxerxes granted them a great favor, even that of re- 
turning to their homes. Since the twenty-three hundred days were 
given in answer to the question, "How long the vision?" — "the 
daily" or "continual heathen persecution" "and the transgression 
of desolation," — how unreasonable to suppose that they are to 
commence with the very reverse of this, or with the time the Jews 
were delivered from heathen oppression, when "aU they of the 
people of Israel" were granted the privilege of returning home and 
enjoying their former privilege of all things " whatsoever is com. 
manded by the God of heaven." (Ezra vii. 13.) Others date the 
beginning of the twenty-three hundred days from the time of the 
expedition of Xerxes against Greece, — ^the incorrectness of which 
is evident from the following reasons : — 
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1. The ram, at the time Daniel saw him "pushing," "stood 
before the river Ulai ; from which we learn the king was at that 
time " at Shnshan in the palace." But at the time of the expe- 
dition, Xerxes, he, having left Shushan, was in Greece. 

2. The ram was not pushing at the goat; but "pushing west- 
ward, and northward, and southward." 

3. Daniel did not see the goat until, the ram having ceased its 
pushi^ig, he "was considering the matter." 

4. The ram did not leave the river and go towards the goat ; 
but the goat came to the ram. 

5. The ram was "pushing westward, and northward, and south- 
ward ;" but the expedition against Greece was only a " westward" 
pushing. 

6. Against the pushing, Daniel saw "no soul might stand be- 
fore ;" but the Greeks stood before Xerxes, and he was shamefully 
defeated; and Daniel declares that "the rough goat," which "is 
the kingdom of Grecia," not only stood before the ram, but did 
" break his two horns, and there was no power in the ram to stand 
before him." This proves that the expedition of Xerxes against 
Greece was not the pushing of the ram. At B.C. 488 we have re- 
marked that among all the Kings of Persia there was not one 
before whom some nation was not enabled to stand ; hence, this 
pushing cannot mean an expedition against kingdoms, but was 
against Daniel's people. 

7. If the " pushing" of the ram was against kingdoms, then the 
pushing must be the means by which the ram became " great ;" 
but so far from the Persian Empire becoming great by Xerxes's 
expedition against Greece, this dates its decline and fall. 

Whether by the expression, " pushing," we understand only an 
ordinary expedition against the kingdoms of earth, or that most 
awful pushing for the slaughter of all God's chosen people, which 
was the greatest effort ever made on earth to frustrate and over 
turn the purposes of Heaven, one thing is certain, — the twenty- 
three hundred days are to be dated from the beginning of the 
" pushing ;" for the question was : " How long the vision ?" — ^not 
a part, but the whole vision ; if, therefore, the pushing is against 
kingdoms, the twenty -three hundred days must be reckoned from 
the rise of the kingdom of the Medes ; but they cannot be dated 
from the beginning of that kingdom ; for the vision was concern- 
ing that which was in the future, while the rise of the kingdom of 
the Medes was one hundred and sixty-four years before Daniel 
saw the vision. " The ram which Daniel saw was the. Kings of 
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Media and Persia" (Dan. viii. 20), and "the reign of the Kings 
of Persia" did not begin until after the fell of Babylon (2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 20) ; hence, the pushing, as seen by Daniel, did not take 
place before the end of that kingdom ; and from the time of the 
ruin of Babylon there was no " pushing" of the Medes and Persians 
against other kingdoms that can answer to the description as given 
by Daniel : " I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and 
southward, so that no beast naight stand before him, neither was 
there any that could deliver out of his hand ; but he did according 
to his will, and became great," The i5rst pushing after the fall of 
Babylon, which was after the* rise of the second horn, or the be- 
ginning of "the reign of the Kings of Persia" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 20), 
was that of Cyrus against the Scythians ; and so fer from this 
nation being unable to stand before the ram, the greater part of 
the Persians were slain. And " immediately on Cyrus's death, his 
sons fell into dissension ; cities and nations revolted ; every thing 
tended to ruin." (Xe/i. p. 150.) If "cities and nations revolted," 
then there were some that " could deliver out of hjs hand ;" and if 
"every thing tended to ruin," the Persian power did not in a 
national sense "become great." So far from becoming "great," 
Cambyses lost his kingdom by an impostor, at which time it passed 
out of the family of Cyrus into the hands of the Magus. After the 
slaughter of the Magus, Darius, the son of Hystaspes, obtained the 
kingdom. The first pushing worthy of notice during his reign, 
was that of his expedition against the Scjrthians ; and so far from 
their being unable to "stand before him," but for the favor of 
• "Histiacus, tyrant of Miletus," this "would have been ah end of 
the Persian" kingdom. {Herod, b. vii. c. 10.) As this aid came not 
from the Persians, we here discover the ram so completely over- 
powered, that he must have been slain but for foreign aid. The 
Persians said: "It i^ painful to repeat, and aflfliicting to remember, 
that the safety of our prince and his dominion depended on a single 
man." {Herod, b. vii. c. 10.) But for foreign aid the ram could have 
had no power to deliver himself out of the hand of the Scythians, 
— -just the reverse of what Daniel saw. After this, Darius under- 
took an expedition against the Greeks, who were not only able 
to " stand before him," but they drove him out of Greece with the 
loss of "six thousand and four hundred men." On the death of 
Darius his son Xerxes ascended the throne. He invaded Greece 
with the largest army the world has ever known ; but even 
against this effort, embracing the entire strength of Persia, the 
little band of Greeks stood so boldly that the ram received that 
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fetal blow from wMcli he never recovered. The exalted pride 
of the Persians was completely humbled, insomuch that their king 
fled from Greece, and, "^renouncing aU thoughts of war and conr 
quest, abandoned himself entirely to luxury and ease*' {Bol.), which 
epoch dates the decline and fall of the Persian kingdom. 

We have, in the first place, proven that the pushing, as se^ 
by Daniel, could not have taken place before the fall of Baby- 
lon ; and, in the second place, that since that time there has been 
no pushing of the Peraan power .against other kingdoms that 
can answer to that seen by DanieL So we are now compelled to 
admit with Gabriel that the pushing which Daniel saw was some- 
thing concerning his people : " I am come to make thee understand 
what shall befall thy people ;" and the only pushing of the power 
of Persia against the Jews which in every jmrticular answers 
to his description, was that of the pushing of the authority of 
Persia for the slaughter of the whole Jewish nation. In this 
Daniel's people were more concerned than in all the wars or push- 
ing against nations since the creation of the world. In commemo- 
ration of that awful event, an annual festival was enjoined, "that 
these days should be ranembered and kept throughout every 
generation" (Est.ix.28), which festival ig observed by the Jews 
even to the present day. 

Those heralds which thus went pushing throughout all the 
Persian Empire for the slaughter of Daniel's people were even 
by the Persians considered as more worthy of regard than their 
most prominent warriors. " Homer more than once calls them the 
sacred ininisters of God and man." " The functions they were to 
perform were the most important possible : and they were on all 
occasions regarded as iKicred." " They denounce war and proclaim 
peace." Such was the so-considered sacred authority with which 
they were invested, they even passed among the armed troops of 
Cambyses, that most cruel King of Persia, " ordering them to obey 
Smerdis> the son of Cyrus alone^" which " orders were everywhere 
obeyed." (-fferod b. iii. c. 61.) Daniel may well have called these 
Persian heralds a "pushing;" for, says Herodotus, they "travel 
with a velocity which nothing human can equal." The proper 
meaning of the original Hebrew, which our translators have ren- 
dered, "no beast might stand before him," is that "no soul oould 
stand before him ;" and this place should have been thus translated. 
To say "no beast might stand before him," is to contradict ver.Tj 
for the goat did stand before him. And according to this, the 
correct translation, the " pushing" of the ram will answer to nothing 
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Dtit the decree for the slaughter of the whole Jewish nation ; for in 
all the pushing of the Persians against any people, this was the only 
time at which ** no soul could stand," or at which the decree was 
for the slaughter of every individual. On this opcasion it was 
literally true "no soul could stand;" every individual was to be 
destroyed, "both young and old, little children ^nd women," — even 
unto the queen; for it was said: "Thou shalt not escape in the 
king's house." (Est. iv. 13.) " Neither was there any that could de- 
liver them out of his ha^d." But though it had thus been said to 
him, "Arise, devour much flesh," "he did according to his will," 
in that he destroyed them not. As "the decree was given in 
Shushan the palace," the ram was therefore properly standing 
"before the river Ulai, pushing westward, and northward, and 
southward, so that no soul could stand before him." Theire. being 
no Jews east of Persia, nothing is said about any pushing in that 
direction. Hence, in this decree for the slaughter of the Jews, 
every "jot" and "tittle" was literally accomplished. 

And now " were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day 
of the first month," "in the the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus" 
(Est.iil7, 12),— that is, on Saturday, March 27, b.c.426. If we 
allow them one full day to write out. the king's orders "to th© 
governors" and " rulers" in the " hundred and seven and twenty 
provinces," we will have Monday the 15th of the first month for 
the day on which this pushing commenced ; and that this is strictly 
correct to the very day, we prove thus : Daniel was informed that 
" seventy weeks are determined;" or, if properly txan^ated, "cut 
off" of the 2300 days. In 70 weeks there are 490 years; and if 
to 426 we add 65 diminished by 1, we wiU h^tve 490 ; sq the 70 
weeks cut off of the 2300, end. on the 15th of the first month, 
A.D. 65, — ^the time at which the Seven-years War commenced at 
Jerusalem. And now " the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary ;" " and he shall confirm the covenant" — 
that is, covenant of vengeance (Dan. ix. 12) — " with many for one 
week" (Dan. ix. 27), or 7 years ; this 7 years added to 65 gives the 
15th of the first month, A.D. 72 for the end of the seven-years 
covenant of wrath. According to Josephus, this was the day 
and year in which the war ended at Jerusalem, which proves 
that we have the correct epoch, — not only as to the year, but 
the very day on which the 2300 days are to be conamenced, — 
that is, on the 15th "day of the first month," Monday, March 29, 
B.C. 426, or A.M. 3700, to which, if we add 2300, we have 6000 ; 
hence, the great Sabbath of rest begins as soon as the sanctuary 
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is duly cleansed. As some have supposed that the "seventy 
weeks" of Daniel ix. 24 end at the time of the crucifixion, it m 
necessary to meet this error. 1. The " seventy-weeks are determ- 
ined" or "cut off" "upon" Daniel's "people;" and they continued 
as a people, having the privilege of observing their own laws until 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. 2. The "seventy 
weeks" were also to measure the length of time as " determined,*' 
or "cut off" "upon" Daniel's "holy city," which city was not de- 
stroyed until about forty years after the crucifixion. This makes 
it clear that the " seventy weeks" did not end before the beginning 
of the war, which was in A.D. 65. 

Gabriel informed Daniel that " in the first year of Darius" he 
" stood to confirm and to strengthen" Michael (Dan. xi. 1 ; x. 21) ; and 
the word of Michael, which Grabriel did " confirm and strengthen," 
was the 2300 days. This he confirmed and strengthened by adding 
an additional number of " seventy weeks," or 490 years, ending 
with the destruction of the "holy city" and ruin of Daniel's 
"people." This greatly strengthens and confirms the correctness 
of the 2300 days, by showing that when the " holy city" shall be 
destroyed, 490 years of the 2300 days will have been " cut off." or 
passed away; hence, from that time there remains but 1810 to 
be accomplished ; and since he " shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week" in the Seven-years War, the 70 weeks must end 
with the beginning of the one week in A.D. 65. The following 
diagram will make it clear to the reader how the " seventy weeks" 
confirm and strengthen the 2300 days. 



B.C. 426. A.D.65. A.D.72. 



A.D.1875. 



2300 




1810 






490 


7 





The above diagram is too plain to need any explanation. The 
reader will notice that in A.D.65 the 490 years were cut off 
of the 2300; from which time there remain but 1810 to be 
accomplished. While the book of Daniel was yet sealed, it was 
supposed that the seventy weeks commenced with "the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jeirusalem ;" but 
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Daniel was informed tliat the " seventy weeks are cut off" of the 
2300 days ; hence, they commence with the 2300 ; and as the days 
measure the length of the vision, they cannot commence until the 
time the vision began, which "vision," "in the third year of Cyrus," 
was " yet" " many days" in the future. " The word which is trans- 
lated ' determined,' is found only in Daniel ix. 24. Not another 
instance of its use can be traced in the Hebrew Testament. It 
has the single signification of cutting, or cutting off^ {Hale) 

B.C. 425. The Day-year System. — Some of those who have 
paid but little attention to prophetic dates are not yet satisfied as 
to the authority for believing that each day in Daniel's vision sig- 
nifies so many years, which makes it necessary to establish this. 

the weeks as mentioned in Daniel (ix. 24, 25) are by all — both 
Jew and Gentile — admitted to be weeks of years ; but if they are 
years, why not the days ? In the same way that they are proven 
to be weeks of years, we can prove the days to signify years. For 
example, it is said : " the days." But of what kind ? " The days 
of the years." Here each one represented a year ; for " the days 
of the years" were " a hundred threescore and fifteen years." (Gen. 
XXV. 7.) Pharaoh said unto Jacob, " How many are the days of 
the years of thy life ?" (Heb.) " And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, the 
days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
years." (Gen. xlvii. 8, 9.) In prophecy, each day was taken for a 
year, thus : " After the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your 
iniquities, even forty years." (Num. xiv. 34.) It is said in Ezekiel: 
" Thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days. I 
have appointed thee each day for a year" (Ezek. iv, 6); and in 
Genesis (vi. 3), " His days shall be an hundred and twenty years." 
This is sufficient to prove that days were sometimes used to signify 
years. 

Daniel's vision is given in symbolic language; hence, those days 
which measure the length of the vision are symbols representing 
years. If "the ten horns" represent "ten kings," the 2300 days 
must be so many years, or they would bear no resemblance to 
the vision with which they are connected. It is morally im- 
possible that they can be literal days, for they were to span the 
whole duration of Daniel's vision. " How long the vision?" " Unto 
two thousand and three hundred days." King James's translators 
have obscured the force of this argument by supplying two words, 
"concerning" and "sacrifice." The only argument that can favor 
the literal day system, is the supposition that those translators 
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were justifiable in this; but we shall now proceed to prove tl^at 
these words should not have been supplied. 

1. Tbe question asked was concerning that which Daniel had 
seen in his vision ; and he had seen nothing concerning the Jewish 
sacrifice. 

2. Though it is true the Jews offered a sacrifice, morning and 
evening, "day by day, continually" (Ex. xxix. 38), the expression 
"daily sacrifice," is not found in the Bible; nor is the term ex- 
pressive of the Jewish sacrifices and offerings in general ; for it 
restricts us to that sacrifice which was offered daily ; but the larger 
portion of the Jewish sacrifices and offerings were not made daily. 
Had reference here been made to the Jewish sacrifice, the simple 
expression, "sacrifice and oblation," as in Daniel ix. 27, with the 
omission of the word, "daily," would have been much clearer. 

3. Since, in the more than four hxmdred times that reference 
is made in the Bible to sacrifices and offerings, the express word 
is in every case used, is it not strange that it is here not only 
omitted, but a word used five times (Dan. viii. 11-13 ; xi.31; 
xii. 11) which, if placed in connection with the word, "sacrifice," 
would so limit its meaning that it could no more embrace the 
Jewish sacrifices ? 

4. This marking the epoch from which such an important period 
is to be reckoned, there is not another place in the Bible where it 
was so necessary to have used the word, if the Jewish sacrifice was 
meant ; yet " sacrifice" is not only omitted here, but a term is used 
in each instance which cannot apply to their sacrifices. If allusion 
was here made to the Jewish sacrifice, we must admit with the 
Church of Eome, that Antiochus was the hero of Daniel's vision, 
and that the 2300 days, during which the sanctuary lay deso- 
late, transpired during his reign. With this admission, the ques- 
asked would stand thus: "How long shall be the vision con- 
cerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression of desolation 
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot? Hence, the 2300 days must begin with the ceasing to offer 
the "daily sacrifice," which was on "the fifteenth day of the month 
Chisleu in the hundred and forty-fifth year" (1 Mac. i.54), — Decem- 
ber 17, B.C. 168. The sanctuary was cleansed " on the twenty-fifth day 
of the" same month " in the hundred and forty-eighth year" (1 Mac. 
iv. 52), — December 24, B.c.165. The interval is 1103 days, wanting 
1197 of making out the 2300. Colver in attempting to solve this 
difl&culty, supposed that the 2300 days may be reckoned from the 
time some of the Jews, forsaking the religion of their fathers, fell 
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into heathen idclatry (1 Mac. i. 11 ); but lie is here at variance with 
himself. He tells us in the first place to "Mark well this inquiry. 
It is not how long shall be the time for every thing that Daniel 
saw in the. vision, but 'How long shall be the vision concerning 
the daily sacrifice ?^ " The reason which he gives for supposing 
the 2300 are literal days, necessarily restricts him to the time they 
ceased to offer the sacrifice for their beginning. All who suppose 
the 2300 to be literal days, imderstand Antiochus to be the " little 
horn" of Daniel's prophecy ; and since " by him the daily sacrifice 
was taken away" (Dan. viii. 11), we cannot begin the 2300 days 
before he commenced the war with the Jews ; for it was by force 
of arms that he was to " take away the daily sacrifice." (Dan. xi. 31.) 
Antiochus commenced the war with the Jews " in the hundred and 
forty-third year" (1 Mac. i. 20), which begins with September, B.C. 170; 
and the sanctuary was cleansed December 24, B.C. 165. In this in- 
terval there were 1940 days, which is all we can get even upon the 
supposition that Antiochus, leaving Egypt upon the first of the 
one hundred and forty -third year, reached Jerusalem, and, on -the 
same day caused " the daily sacrifice" to cease. This, the utmost 
limit to which we can go, yet wants 360 days to make out the 
2300. Can this be received as a literal fulfillment of the word of 
God ? We have only given this extreme view to show the im- 
possibility of accomplishing the 2300 days here. By referring to 
Maccabees, it will be seen that Antiochus commenced the war 
with the Jews " in the hundred and forty-third year," — that is, be- 
tween September, B.C. 170, and September, B.C. 169 ; "and after two 
years fully expired,^ he sent his chief collector of tribute unto the 
cities of Judah, who came unto Jerusalem with a great multitude, 
and caused the sacrifice to cease on the fifteenth day of" the ninth 
month ; " for the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jeru- 
salem and the cities of Judah that they should follow the strange 
laws of the heathen, and forbid burnt-offerings, and sacrifices, and 
drink-offerings, in the temple." (1 Mac. i. 45). Hence, they ceased 
to offer sacrifices for only 1103 days. The 2300 days having never 
been fulfilled in literal days, it is certain they must be in so many 
years. Again, it is said : " From the time the daily sacrifice shall 
be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be twelve hundred and ninety days." Antiochus " set up 
the abomination of desolation" in the " fifteenth day of the month 
Chisleu, in the hundred and forty-fifth year" (1 Mac. i. 54), De- 
cember 17, B.C. 168 ; and the sanctuary was cleansed " on the twenty- 
fifth day of the ninth month," "in the hundred and forty-eighth 
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year," — December 24,8.0.165, — an interval of only 1103 daya 
We here want 187 days to complete the 1290, and lack 232 of the 
1335 days. Those who contend that the vision of Daniel was ful- 
filled here, are restricted to 1103 days,-— /r5< for the accomplish- 
ment of Daniel's 2300 days; second, for his 1290 days; third, fiar 
his 1335 days ; fourth, for his " time, times, and a half," which can- 
not be less than 1269 days. Out of the four prophetic periods 
there is not one that can be accomplished within the limits of 
1103 days. If rejecting the authority of Josephus and Maccabees 
as to dates, it is contended that the days in Daniel's vision are to be 
understood as such, we will here prove that they never have been, 
nor never can be, accomplished in literal days. If rejecting what 
has been supplied by man, we adhere alone to the word of God, 
the 2300 days must span, not a part, but the whole duration of the 
vision ; hence, must be 2300 years. But since some prefer being 
governed more by that which was supplied by man, we. will 
try that. " And from the time the daily sacrifice shall be taken 
away," "there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days;" 
but in answer to "How long the vision?" concerning the daily 
sacrifice, it was said, " unto two thousand three hundred days." 
As it is impossible to reconcile these two dates without th^ 
omission of the words, "concerning" and "sacrifice," it is clear 
they never should have been added; and with their omission we 
are compelled to admit that the 2300 days represent 2300 years. 
And since Daniel is not yet standing in the lot of his inherit- 
ance, it is certain that the 1335 days are to be understood as 
years. Colver supposes that they were to reach the death of 
Antiochus, just 45 days after the end of the 1290, though, says he, 
" The precise date of the death of Antiochus, we have not the 
means of knowing." It is true that the exact day of his death is 
not given, but the year is, — " King Antiochus died in the hundred 
and forty-ninth year." (1 Mac. vi. 16.) From the 25th of the month 
Chisleu, in the 14:8th year to the beginning of the 14:9th, there 
were 250 days. If Antiochus had died in the 1st of the 149th 
year, the time of his death would yet be 205 days over the 45 
which, Colver says, reaches the time of his death. His death, 
however, was more of a curse than a blessing to the Jews ; for 
in his aflSiction he " vowed unto the Lord that the holy city he 
would set at liberty, and the holy temple he would garnish with 
goodly gifts, and restore all of the holy vessels, with many more, 
and out of his own revenue defray the charges belonging to 
the sacrifices ; yea, and that also he would become a Jew himself 
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and go through all the world that was inhabited and declare the 
power of God." (2 Mac. ix. 18-17.) After his death, the Jews com- 
plained of more hardships, or "a greater affliction" (1 Mac.ix.27); 
the largest army that had ever invaded the land of Israel then 
ciame ; and Nicanor, " a man that bare a deadly hatred unto Israel," 
was sent *' with commandment to * destroy the people" of Israel ; 
(2 Mac.vii. 26), who "sware in his wrath," saying, "I will burn 
up this house," — that is, the temple. Instead of the calamities 
which at that time befell the Jews^ ceasing at the end of 1835 days, 
they continued 27 years. (Compare 1 Mac. i. 20 with xiii. 41.) 

But even if at the end of the 45 days from the time the sanc- 
tuary was cleansed the Jews had enjoyed a time of the greatest 
prosperity and happiness ever known on earth, the fact that Daniel 
is not yet standing in "the lot of his inheritance" (Ps. cv. 11) would 
prove that we have not reached the end of the 1335 days. 

We will now show that Antiochus was not the hero of Daniel's 
prophecy : — 

1. The "little horn" came "out of one of "the "four notable" 
horns (Dan. viii. 9) ; hence, was a fifth horn or kingdom. But Anti- 
ochus constituted no new kingdom; for his continued to be one of 
the four, — tliat is, the Syrian kingdom. 

2. This was at first a "little horn which waxed exceeding 
great" (Dan. viii. .9) ; but Antiochus " did not enlarge" his kingdom. 

8. The little horn was to arise "in the latter time of" the king- 
dom of the four horns (Dan. viii. 23) ; but Antiochus was not in the 
latter time of these kingdoms ; for he was " the eighth in the Syrian 
line of kings," which numbered twenty-five. 

4. The little horn was to arise ** when the transgressors are come 
to the full" (Dan. viii.23); and the space of time as allowed "to 
finish the transgression" (Dan.ix. 24), did not end until about 228 
years after the death of Antiochus. 

5. It is said of this horn: "his power shall be mighty." (Dan. 
viii. 24.) Antiochus, being "tributary to the Eomans," had no 
mighty power. 

6. Though his power was mighty, it "was not by his own 
power" (Dan. viii. 24.) But what power Antiochus had was properly 
his own ; for he had no aid from other nations. 

7. "And he shall destroy wonderfully." (Dan. viii. 24.) It is 
said that' Antiochus destroyed '* about eighty thousand Jews ;" but 
Rome, in a single siege, destroyed 1,100,000. 

8. And he *' shall prosper and practice" (Dan. viii. 24) ; but such 
was the reverse of prosperity with Antiochus : " He was astonished 
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And moved ; whereupon he laid him down upon his bed, and fell 
sick for ^ief because it had not befallen him as he looked for," 
(1 Mac. vi. 8.) 

9. He "shall destroy the mighty and the holy people" (Dan. 
viii.24:); which people were not destroyed under 230 years after 
the death of Antiochus. 

10. " And by peace shall destroy many." (Dan. viii. 25.) Anti- 
ochus destroyed none "by peace." 

11. " He diall also stand up against the Prince of princes" (Dan. 
viii. 25) ; but Antiochus died 158 years before the Prince of princes 
was born. 

12. By this hom, "the place of the sanctuary was cast down." 
(Dan. viii. 11,) Antiochus left it standing. 

13. "The people" of the prince were to "cast down the place of 
the sanctuary" at the end of the "seventy weeks" (Dan.ix. 24-26), 
which was more than 230 years after the death of Antiochus. 

14. " And the king shall do according to his will." (Dan. xi,86.) 
When he made an expedition against Egypt because he had a de- 
sire to gain it, "he was driven out of all Egypt by the declaration 
of the Romans, who charged him to let that country alone" {Jose. 
Ant b. xii. c. v. s. 2) ; and when he desired to rob the cif^ " Elymaius, 
in the country of Persia," they "rose up against him in battle ; so 
he fled, and departed thence with great heaviness", (1 Mac. vi. 3, 44) ; 
also his " armies which went against the land of Judea were put to 
flight." (1 Mac.vi.5.) 

15. The kingdom of Persia which extended "from India even 
unto Ethiopia over a hundred and seven and twenty provinces" 
(Est,i.l)is only called "^reo^" (Dan. viii. 4); and Grecia, the "third 
kingdom" which bare rule over all the earth" (Dan.ii. 39), is called 
"VERY great" (Dan. viii. 8); but this little horn "waxed exceed- 
ing GEE AT." (Dan. viii. 9.) Can Antiochus, the King of Syria, who 
was "tributary to the Eomans all of his days," be considered 
greater than the kingdoms of Persia and Greece ? So far from 
Antiochus having "waxed exceeding great toward the south, and 
toward the east, and toward the pleasant land" (Dan. viii. 9), the 
very reverse was the truth. He became so very, weak "he feared 
that he should not be able to bear the charges any longer;" 
"wherefore, being greatly perplexed in his mind he deter- 
mined to go into Persia, there to take the tribute of the coun- 
tries, and to gather money" (1 Mae.iii.30); "but he was not able, 
because they of the city" " rose up against him in battle ; so he 
fled and d^arted thrice with great heavinesi^ and returned to 
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Babylon" and there died, saying, " Behold, I perish through great 
grief in a strange land." And why ? Only because of the ex 
treme weakness to which his kingdom was reduced in that he was 
no longer able to carry out his ambitious designs against the Jews. 
Because of this, his weakness, he " fell sick for grief," saying, " I 
thought mth myself into what tribulation am I come, and how 
great a flood of misery is it wherein now I am." (1 Mac. vi. 1-16.) 

Since it is so very clear that Antiochus cannot be the hero of 
Daniel's vision, the opinion that the dates are to be understood as 
literal days is forever exploded ; for none of those who understand 
them as literal days ever pretend to place their accomplishment 
anywhere else. That the abomination of desolation, as mentioned 
in Daniel, was something yet future, in the day of our Saviour's 
incarnation, see Matthew xxiv. 15. 

B.C. 423. Dabius Nothus. — The twentieth year of the Pelopon- 
nesian War commenced in the spring of B.C. 412 ; and according 
to Thucydides, "the thirteenth year of the reign of Darius" syn- 
chronized with the twentieth year of the war. {Thu, b. viii. c. 58.) 
This gives the spring of B.C. 424 for the beginning of the reign of 
Darius Nothus. According to Thucydides, his father Artaxerxes 
died during the winter of the seventh year of the war, — that is, 
B.C. 425; but since Thucydides lived more than 1800 miles from 
Persia, and this was during the war, at which time there was but 
little communication with other countries, it is possible he might 
have been mistaken in this, especially when we notice the source 
whence he received his information, which was from those who 
accompanied Artaphernes to Ephesus. Had thdse ambassadors 
gone to Susa, and there from good authority learned that Arta- 
xerxes was dead, we would feel disposed to credit their statement ; 
but when they frankly acknowledge that they only went "to 
Ephesus," and, " on hearing there that King Artaxerxes, son 6f 
Xerxes, was lately dead, they returned home" {Thu,h.\Y. c.50), we 
are under no obligation to credit that which was a mere rumor 
while we have overwhelming authority to the contrary. Let us, in 
the first place, inquire as to what gave rise to this rumor concern- 
ing the death of Artaxerxes. By reference to the book of Esther, 
we learn that '* in the twelfth year of King" Artaxerxes, — ^that is. 
B.C. 426, — " letters were sent by post into all the king's provinces, 
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish all Jews, both young and 
old, little children and women, in one day, — even " upon the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month," — ^^Tuesday, the 15th of February, 
B.C. 426 ; but though the law of the Medes and Persians was irrevo- 
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cable, we find just the reverse of the thing carried out. " The king 
granted the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves 
together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause 
to perish, all the power of the people and province that would 
assault them ;" and they " slew of their foes seventy-five thousand ;" 
and since "the writing which is written in the king's name, and 
sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse" (Est. viii. 8), had 
not the people throughout the Persian Empire a good reason for 
believing that the king, who issued the first decree for the slaughter 
of the whole Jewish nation, was now dead, and that this second 
edict to reverse the former was issued by another king ? And as 
this happened only seven or eight months before those Athenians 
reached Ephesus who told Thucydides that Artaxerxes was dead, 
it was just about the time for such a rumor to be in circulation. 
But the truth is that, instead of Artaxerxes, it was Haman who was 
dead. As he was then in " great authority," as the business of the 
kingdom was transacted through him, we must suppose that he was 
the person who sent Artaphernes to Greece; and since Arta- 
phernes was taken up " at Eion on the Strymon," in Macedonia 
{Thu, b. iv. c. 50), the natural inference is that the secret mission 
on which Haman had sent him into Macedonia, was to carry out 
his design " to have translated the kingdom of the Persians to the 
Macedonians." (Apoc. Est. xvi. 14.) This accounts for Artaphernes * 
sending the Athenian ambassadors back as soon as he discovered 
that Haman's design was thwarted ; but we are unable to see how 
the mere death of Artaxerxes could have been a sufficient reason 
for sending them back, as his son could have carried out the de- 
signs of his father. 

Artaxerxes having preferred a retired life, in B.C. 424, associated 
his son Darius with him in the kingdom, to whom he committed 
its business affairs. It is possible, therefore, that not only the 
Greeks, but a large portion of the Persian Empire was under the 
impression that Artaxerxes was dead; for the Persian kings were 
but seldom seen in public. K the Magus could ascend the throne, 
and continue there seven months before the imposition was dis- 
covered even at Susa, surely there is no mystery in the Greeks 
belonging to another kingdom 1800 miles distant, supposing that 
Artaxerxes was dead, since, transferring the management of the 
kingdom into the hands of his son Darius, he had retired to Baby- 
lon to spend his days in a more private repose. (Neh.xiii. 6.) The 
true reason why the Greeks continued under the impression that 
Artaxerxes was dead, may be inferred from what Thucydides 
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says: — "Men recehe alike without examination from each other 
the reports of past events, even though they may have happened 
in their own country. For instance : the mass of the Athenians 
think that Hipparchus was tyrant when he was slain by Harmediua 
and Aristogiton, and do not know that Hippias held the govern- 
ment as being the eldest of the sons of Pisistratus." {Thu. b.i. c.20.) 
If the Greeks did not know their own king or tyrant, ought it to 
be considered strange that they supposed the King of Persia was 
dead from the fact that his own son had the management of the 
kingdom? 

Having noticed the origin of the rumor as to the death of Arta- 
xerxes, and the reason as to why the Greeks continued to believe 
that he was dead, we will now call attention to the fact that while 
we have pointed out so many places in which Ptolemy^s canon 
contradicts not only profane, but sacred authors, this is the first 
place -in which our chronology brings us in direct contact with any 
writer of that age ; but in order to establish Ptolemy's canon, its 
supporters are forced to suppose that this same author was mis- 
taken in another place, and concerning that in which it is much 
harder to believe that he could have been in error, — which is the 
flight of Themistocles, who was a renowned Athenian general ; 
and it is hard to believe that Thucydides could have been mis- 
taken as to that in which all the Greeks were so much con- 
cerned. 

We admit that Ptolemy's method of arranging the Kings of 
Persia appears to be the most plausible, and the method we, would 
all follow, had we no good reason for a different one ; but a mere 
supposition ought not to outweigh a historical fact. It is impos- 
sible to reconcile Josephus with Nehemiah, but upon the supposi- 
tion that Artaxerxes associated Darius with him in the kingdom ; 
for while Nehemiah informs us that he " found a register" in which 
was "recoMed" the " chief of the fathers, also the priests, to the reign 
of Darius the Persian," Josephus affirms that none of the sacred 
writings were written after the day of Artaxerxes. Again: to 
reconcile Nehemiah with Ptolemy, we must admit that Artaxerxes 
associated his son with him in the kingdom ; for he returned to 
the " King of Babylon" in the thirty-second year of his reign : 
'^ and after certain days obtained I leave of the king, and I came 
to Jerusalem." (Neh-. xiii. 6.) Hence, it was not later than the 
thirty-third year of Artaxerxes when he went the second timfi to 
Jerusalem ;" and he speaks of " the reign of Darius the Persian" 
(Neh. xii. 22), as having commenced before that ; but according to 
12 
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Ptolemy, Artaxerxes reigned forty-one years. To make this agree 
with the opinion that Artaxer!xes did not thus associate Darius 
■with him, Prideaux says this " was never written hj Nehemiah, but 
is an interpolation there inserted long after his death ;" but this 
contradicts Josephus again, who, declaring that no part of the 
•sacred canon was written after the day of Artaxerxes, says : "No 
one hath been so bold as either to add any thing'' to the sacred 
writings or "to take any thing from them, or to make any change 
in them." 

Nehemiah only claims to bring the history of the Levites down 
to the days of Eliashib. This catalogue is headed : "The Levites 
in the days of Eliashib." Their names are then added, which are, 
" Jehoiada, and Johanan, and Jadua." Nehemiah informs us that 
these three men were "recorded chief of the'fathers in the days of 
Eliashib." He also mentions that they were *' the priests," — not 
high-priests, but " priests to," or in, " the reign of Darius the Per- 
sian.^' (Neh.xii. 22.) That Artaxerxes did associate his son with 
him, we can further prove by the age of Sanballat. Having had 
a daughter married as early as the thirty-second of Artaxerxes 
(Neh.xiii.28), he must at that time have been at least thirty -six 
years old. Admitting that he was then only thirty-six, he would, 
according to Ptolemy's canon, have been one hundred and flairty- 
seven in B.C. 832, when, according to Josephus, he died. Heaee, 
Ptolemy's advocates have here again to contradict Josephus, or to 
say, in the milder terms of Prideaux, " The true answer to this 
matter, is Josephus was mistaken." 

As this was not the first Darius who had reigned in Persia, 
there must besome reason for the expression, " Darius the Persian," 
which was this : Artaxerxes, having placed his son Darius on the 
^throne, and having himself removed to Babylon, they -^-ere thus 
^distinguished: "Darius, the Persian" (Neh. xii. 22), and "Arta- 
ixerxes. King of Babylon" (Neh. xiii. 6.) According to Ptolemy, 
tDarius reigned nineteen years ; this brings us to B.C. 405 ; from 
vwhioh epoch we have no farther dispute with chronologists. 
'Though beyond this period we have been compelled to come in 
^direct contact with what was considered the settled opimon of the 
world, in so doing, we have strictly followed the best authori- 
ftiee on earth,— the Bible, Astronomy, and those historians who 
lived. at the time the things happened of which they wrote. And 
rthuB our chronology is settled. 

B.ciilS. Nehemiah went up to Jertisalbm. — ^In the twen- 
tieth year of Artaxerxes. Nehemiah was granted the privily of 
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bttiJdiiig the wall of Jerusalem, whicfh was finished in the twenty 
and fiAh day of the month Blul, in fifty and two days^ from 
the time they ^returned every one nnto his work*^ on "the wali^' 
^eh.iv. 15); for Nehemiah informs ns that he "continued in ike 
work of this wali from the twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieA year of Aitaxerxes, the king ; that is, twelve years.^ 
(Neh.v.U,16.) 

8^.406. Thk GouPL&Tioif OF T^B Wall! — At B.C. 418 we 
ohserved that the wall of Jerusalem "was finished in the twenty 
and fifth day of .the month EM" (Neh. vi. 1&) in the thirty-second 
year of Artaxerxes, — that is, on Wednesday, August 28, e.g. 406. 
Daniel was inform«i that the " street shall be built again' and the 
wan even in troublous times," which was literally true ; for " they 
which builded on the wall, wilh one erf his hands wrought inlhe 
work, and with Ihe other hand held a weapon." (Neh. iv. 17.) He 
was also informed that " after threescore and two weeks" after the 
wall's completion, the "Messiah" would "be cut off." (Dan. ix. 26.) 
In "threescore and two weeks" there are 484 years. The Julian 
period for B.c. 406 is 4808, to which, if we add 484, we have 4742,— 
the Julian period for a.d.29; hence, the "threescore and two 
weeks" end on the 25th of thew sixth month, A.D.29. Six mcmths 
lUid eighteen days after this our Lord was crucified, which answers 
to the expifession, "after threescore and two weeks." 

B.C. 812. Era of the SELEUCiDiE:. — This era dates from Sep- 
tember 1, B,e. 812. 

BjC. 163. Sabbatical Yeab.— .-The one hundred and fiftieth 
yew of the Seleucidse was a sabbatical year. (See 1 Mac. vi. 
20,49,58. 

B.C. 186. Sabbatical Year. — ^By comparing 1 Mac. xvi. 14 
with «7o«e.^w^. xiii.c.viii.s.l, it will be seen, that the one hundred 
and seventy -eighth year of the Seleucidae was a sabbatical year. 

B.C. 37. Hbbod: his First Year. — "On the taking of Jerusalem, 
Herod was put in thorough possession of the kingdom of Judea." 
(JPHd.) .From* this epoch, he reigned thirty-four years. {Jose. Ant, 
b. xvii. c. viii. s. 1.) 

B.C. ^7. Sabbatical Year. — According to Josephu^, the third 
ye^ of the one hundred and eighty-fifth Olympiad was a sabbatical 
year. (Jose, Ant.h.xiy.G. xvi. s,^] b.xv.c.i.s.2.) 

B.C.6. The Birth of Christ. — E.Eobinson says: — "The birth 
of Christ cannot in any case be fixed later than the autumn of B.C. 5." 
Jf we may be allowed to adhere strictly to the language of in- 
spiration, we can get not only the year, but the month and dav of 
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the birth of Christ, — ^thus : 'We have remarked that the Babylon, 
ish captivity commenced on the 10th of the fifth month, B.C. 558. 
And the Lord said: "After seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon, I will visit you and perform my good word towards you in 
causing you to return to this place." (Jer. xxix. 10.) K to the day 
the word of God was strictly fulfilled, "the commandment to re- 
store and to build Jerusalem" went forth on the 10th of the fifth 
months B.c.4:88. iProm this, "unto the Messiah the Prince, shall 
be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks," which end on the 
10th of the fifth month, B.C. 5 ; and in that year the 10th of the 
fifth month fell on the lith of August. 

In ip'rooi of the correctness of this, Luke informs us that 
there were " shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock" (Luke ii. 8) at the time of his birth, which shows that 
it could not have been earlier than April, nor later than September ; 
for it "was a custom among the Jews to send out their sheep to the 
deserts about the passover, and bring them home -at the com- 
mencement of the first rain." 

No other prophetic dates in the Bible pointing out the time of 
"the Messiah, the Prince" by "the ftillness of the time," Paul 
must have reference to these sixty-j?iine weeks of Daniel, which he 
ends at the time " the Messiah" was "made of a woman." (See p. 56.) 

B.C. 5. Eclipse of the Moon. — ^According to Josephus, there 
was an eclipse of the moon at Jerusalem a short time before the 
death of Herod, which is found by calculation to have occurred on 
the 16th of September at llhr.. 8min. in the evening. Herod's 
death is, therefore, rightly assigned to B.o. 4, which is confirmed 
from the duration of his reign; for Josephus states, "by the interest 
of Anthony, Herod was appointed king by the Eoman Senate in 
the one hundred and eighty-fourth Olympiad, when Gains Domi- 
tius Calvinus, the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollis, were 
consuls ; and that he was established in the kingdom by the death 
of his rival, Antigonus, who had been set up by the Parthians, 
when Marcus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus were^ consuls." {Antiq. 
14, 16, 4.) He adds, that Herod reigned thirty-seven years from 
his first appointment by the Senate, and thirty-four years from 
the death of Antigonus. {Antiq. 17 ,8,1.) "Such a critical con- 
formity of astronomical and historical evidence, both furnished by 
an author the most competent to procure genuine information, 
establishes both, and decides that Herod's death was not later than 
B.C. 4. Christ's birth, therefore, could not have been earlier than 
B.C. 6, nor later than B.C. 5." {Sales.) 
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AJ>.11. Thb Fiest Ybab of Tibebius C^sar. — "On Au- 
gust 28, A.D. 11, Augustus associated Tiberius witli himself in the 
full government of the empire, that he might have equal power 
with himself in all the provinces, and in all the armies of the 
empire." {A, Clark.) 

A.D. 14. Tiberius C^sar. — " Augustus died, August 19, a.d 14." 
From which .time, "Tiberius became sole Emperor;" and, accord- 
ing to Josephus, he reigned "twenty -two years, five months, and 
three days." {Jose. Ant. b. xviii. c. vi. s. 10.) 

A.D. 14. Eclipse op the Moon. — One month and eight days 
"after the death of Augustus Caesar," there was a total eclipse of 
the moon at Eome, on September 27, at S2m. after three in the 
morning. {Tadtus.) By this eclipse, the beginning of the reign 
" of Tiberius, reckoning jfrom the death of Augustus, August 19," 
A.D. 14, "is indisputably fixed." {Hales.) 

A.D.26. The Baptism of Christ. — Our Lord was baptized 
" in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar" (Luke iii. 1), 
at whict time he " began to be about thirty years of age." (Luke 
iii. 23.) If he was thirty years old to the very day, then he must 
have been baptized, August 12,a.d.26; for the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius commenced on August 28, a.d. 25. 

A.D.26. The Beginning of Christ's Ministry. — During the 
^st • of tabernacles, which in a.d. 26 commenced on October 16, 
John the Baptist, having gone to the river Jordan, in order to 
baptize those who desired this at his hands (John i. 28), "the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art 
thou ?" (John i.l9.) Our Lord was then at Jerusalem. (John i. 26.) 
" The next day," which was the 23d of the seventh month, " the 
feast of tabernacles being over, Jesus went down to the place 
where John was (John i.29); and "the day afl«r," — that is, the 
24th (John i. 35),— at "about the tenth hour" (John i. 39), our 
Lord's disciples commenced following him; this was Thursday, 
October 24, A.D.26; and the time Christ died upon the cross was 
about the tenth hour on Thursday, April 6, A.D.30. (Matt.xxvii. 
46, 50.) Therefore, the duration of his ministry was 1260 days to 
the very hour. (Eev.xii. 6.) 

Some imderstand these 1260 days to mean a period of 1260 
years ; but they were not the subject of prophecy at the time John 
wrote. This being then a matter of history, each day must be 
taken as such; for in history, days are never used for years. 
Those who say this was prophetic, tell us that "the man-child" is 
the dynasty of Christian emperors, beginning with Constantine'a 
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public acknowledgihent of his beKef in {he diTinitj o^ tie Gteig 
tian religion; bfut'this was more propetlj a ttaiisfdirmatfiofi of tfite 
dragon into the V6inan, than a child born of th^' iroiiian; The 
child must come out of th6 Church, as "the reimifiAt of h^ seed" 
(Rev. xii. 17) was commanded to " come out of het"^ (E^V. xviii. 4); 
but Oonstantine Was by birth one of the heads of the dragoE^ and 
instead of coming out of the Churchy he entered into it. It is 
evident from Psalms ii. 9, that Christ is the " man-child iTho was to 
rule all nations with a rod 6f iron." " The great dragon" l^as ''that 
old serpent called the devil and Satan which dec^iveth th6 whole 
world" (Eev;xii.9)^-^that is, "the Old serpent" wds to "the great 
dragon" what the soid or life of man is to the body ; and tho^ 
nations which stood up against the Church of God were "to the, 
great dragon" what the body of man is to the soul ^ fot th^y were 
prompted to action by th^ ageinoy of "the did serpent called Ihe 
devU." 

The severf heads are ih^ same seven kingdonli^ as sfeen by 
Daniel : 1> thfe Chaldeany commehcing with the time they darriekJ 
Israel away captive j 2, Persia'; Sf Greece j 4; Bgy|)t ; 5, Syria ; 
6,,Parthia: 7, Rome. The tto horns are the same ten divisions of 
the Roman Empire as alluded to in Daniel vii. 7. 

In ordef "to devour the child as soon as it was botn," the hand 
of the dtagon "slew all the children that were in Bethlehem and 
in all the coasts thereof; " btit her child was "caught up tinto God 
and to hi^ throne," and yet sitteth '' on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in ihe heavens" (Heb. viii. 1) ; and as " the kingdom of 
God Cometh not with observation" (Luke ivii. 20), ^'the i^oman fled 
into the wilderness of the people" (Ezek. xx. 85), "Wherei she hath 
a place prepared of God that they should feed her there & thousand 
iMo hundred and threescore days" (Rev. xii. 6), 1i«rhich place was 
prepared for her in the wilderness by ihe preaching of- Joiin tie 
Baptist (Matt. iii. 1, 8). The 1260 days do not measure thfef peiicA 
she continued in the wilderness, but the length of tiin^ she is fed 
in a superilatural ^hj. The Church was thiis fed by Christ both 
with the bread of lif6 (Matt. iv. 4) and by a miraciilous t)resetvation 
of his apostles (Matt. x. 9), 1260 days to the vety hout ; which we 
prove thus : "In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberitis C»sar, 
on the tenth day of the fifth month>" — August 12^ a.d. ^6> otir 
Lird "began to be about thirty years of iige" (Lilke iii. 1, 28) 
. from which time he continued forty days in the wilderness, — ^thal 
is, until the 20th of the sixth month. Nine days after this, the 
seveilth month commenced; hence, JesuS welit to Jerusalem to 
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"tlie feast of ingathering" (Ex. xxiii. 16). The last day of tliis 
feast in that year was on October 22; therefore, he could not 
have left Jerusalem before the 23d. Oxl this day, Wednesday, 
October 23, he went to B«thabara where "John was baptizing;" 
and '^the day after/' Thursday, October 24, "about the tenth 
hour" of the day, his disciples commenced following him. (John 
L 39.) From which there was just 1260 days to the tenth houx 
of the same day on the 6th of April A.ix 30, at which time he died 
on the cross. 

Not noticing the chronological order of things^ some have sup- 
posed the " time, times, and half a time," as mentioned in Revelations 
xii. 14, cover the same period with that of the 1260 days in ver. 6. 
This, however, is incorrect ; for in ver. 6, the woman, though in 
the wilderness, is without wings and in the presence of the dragon; 
for she is persecuted by him (Kev.xii. 13); but in ver, 14, the 
woman having received " two wings of a great efi,gle," leaves the 
presence of the dragon, and spends the "times and a half a time" 
far away " from the fece of the serpent." By " a time and times 
and half a time" we cannot understand a period of less than three 
years and a half; and the shortest, period of Jewish time that can 
be called three years and a half, is 1269 days, — which the 1260 
cannot span. Hence, the long-cherished theory that "a time and 
times and half a time" is to be restricted to the' limits of 1260 days, 
is thus proven to be erroneous. 

A.D. 27. The First Passover after the beginning of our Lord's 
ministry was on Thursday, April 10, A.D. 27, 0.S., or April 8, N.s, 
At which time " Jesns went up to Jerusalem" (John ii. 18), and 
" John was not yet cast into prison." (John iii. 24.) John was im- 
prisoned arbout November, a.d.27; for it was at least "four months" 
before the following harvest. (John iv. 35.) The time of John's 
imprisonment dates a new era in our Saviour's ministry. " He 
left Judea, and departed again into Galilee" (John iv. 3) "preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying. The time is ful- 
filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe 
the gospel." (Mark i. 16.) By the fulfillment of the time is to be 
understood that of John's ministry, during which he bare the 
people's sins. "John the Baptist was the link that connected 
Malachi with Christ." {A. Clark,) There being no succession of 
prophets during this interval to bear the sin of the people, the 
Lord required this at the hand of Bzekiel : " I have laid upon 
thee the years of their iniquity ; according to the number of the 
days three hundred and ninety days, so shalt thou bear the iniquity 
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of the house of Israel." (Ezek.iv.5.) According to Jos^iphus, 
Malachi could not have lived longer than to B.C. 405 ; and if from 
his deatli, or from B.C. 405, we commence the 390 days duiiiig 
which Ezekiel was to bear "their iniquity," they reach tbe 
completion of the temple by Herod in B.C. 15.* From this 
time Ezekiel was to "bear the iniquity of the house of Judali 
forty days" (Ezek. iv. 6), which brings us to the beginning of the 
ministry of John in A.D. 26. When he had borne the iniquity of 
the people rather more than one year, he was " cast into prison" 
(Matt. iv. 12) ; from which time the burden was placed on Christ ; 
and he " came into GraUlee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God, and saying. The time is fulfilled." 

A.D. 28. The Second Passover during our Lord's ministry 
fell on Moaday, March 29, o.s., or 27,N.s. ''And Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem." (John v. 1.) Whether by "a feast of the Jews" John 
meant the passoyer, pentecost, or the feast of tabernacles, the season 
of the year, as mentioned in chronological order between the two 
named passovers, compels us to throw in another here ; for the time 
our Lord was in Samaria was only " four months" before the coming 
harvest (John iv. 35), when the last festival for that year had passed ; 
hence, the next feast must have been that of the passover. John 
having placed this feast before the passover, as mentioned in Chap. 
vi.4, necessarily brings in another passover here before we can 
reach that. 

A.D. 29. The Third Passover during the ministry of Christ 
was on Sunday, April 17, o.s., or 15, N.s., a.d.29. (John vi.4.) 

A.D. 30. The Fourth Passover, and the last during our 
Lord's ministry, fell on Thursday, April 6, O.S., or April 4, N.s 
A.D. 30. (John xxii. 1.) The prevailing opinion that our Lord was 
crucified on Friday — which clashes with twenty-four texts of 
Scripture — shows how men are disposed to be controlled, by 
custom. If, regardless of ^ tradition, we believe that Christ and his 
apostles meant what they said, we are compelled to admit that he 
was crucified on Thursday. Says Moses : — " Six days shall work 
be done, but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest." (Lev. xxiii. 3.) 



* Herod commenced building the temple "in the fifteenth year of his 
reign" {Jose, TFara, b. i. c. xxi. s. 1), reckoning from the death of Antigonns 
(Josi.Ant, b. xTii. c. viii. s. 1), which was the eighteenth year of hia reign 
reckoning from the time "he had been declared king by the Romans'' {Jose, 
Ant, b. XV. c. xi. s. 1), — that is, b.c. 23 ; and they were "eight years*' in build- 
ing {Jose, Ant. b. xv. c. xi. s. 5), which, subtracted from twenty-th^ee, learea 
B.C. 15 for the temple's completion. 
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Each day is here nnderstood to be a period of twenty-four hours. 
This is termed the natural or solar day. ** And God made" the sun 
to rule the day. (Gen. i. 16.) This is called the artificial day. It 
commenced at sunrise (Mark xvi. 2), and ended at sunset. (2 Sam. 
iii. 85.) Their artificial day was divided into twelve equal parts 
called hours : " Are there not twelve hours in the day ?" (John 
xi. 9.) The hours were of an equal length with ours at the time 
of the equinox, but at no other; for they must necessarily vary 
according to the length of the day. Our Lord was crucified on 
April 6, A.D. 30, and we here give a table of the Jewish hours for 
that day : — 



Hoars. 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
12 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 



Minatea. Jewuh Hours. 

. 36 12tli hour, or sunrise. 



40 

44 .... 

48 

52 .... 

56 .... 

.... 

4 .... 

8 .... 

12 

16 .... 

20 .... 

24 12th hour, or sunset. (2 Sam. iii. 35.) 
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(Mark XV. 33.) 
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(John iv. 52.) 
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(Mark XV. 34.) 


10th 


tt 


(John i. 39.) 


11th 


tt 


(Matt. XX. 6.) 



Mark says: — "Now it was the third hour when they crucified 
him." (Mark xv. 25.) By the preceding table it will be seen that 
the third' hour for that day was 48m. after eight, a.m. "And when 
the sixth hour was come there was darkness over the whole land." 
(Mark xv. 33.) This was at twelve or noonday. And darkness 
continued until the ninth hour (Mark xv. 33), which was 12m. after 
three p.m. " And now when the evening was come" (Mark xv. 42), 
— ^the twelfth hour "when the sun did set" (Mark i.32), — was 
24m. after six p.m. 

Our Lord rose from the dead on "the first day of the week" 
(Mark xvi. 9), or Sunday, Having one point thus established, we 
can readily find the day of the crucifixion. Thus, " that same day" 
(Luke xxiv. 13) — that of the resurrection — was "the third day 
since these things were done," — ^that is, since "the chief priests 
and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and cru- 
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cified liim." (Lnke xxiv. 20.) As it is impossible that the day on 
which these things were done" can be the day ftft^ they were 
done, this rule of measuring time gives us Thursday for the day 
of the crucifixion. Thus, Friday was the first, Saturday the second^ 
and Sunday the third day, since these things were done. Had ou* 
Lord been crucified on Friday, it would stand thus : Saturday tho 
first) and Sunday the second "day, since these thing* were done." 

From the following texts it is evident that the crucifixion took 
place on Thursday :-— 

1. "Three days and three nights." (Matt. xii. 40 : Jonah i.l7.>' 

2. " After three days." (Mark viii. 31 : Matt, xxvii 63.) 

8. "In three days." (John ii. 19, 20 : Matt. xxvi. 61 ; xxvii. 40: 
Mark xv. 29.) 

4. " Within three days." (Mark xiv. 58.) 

5. " The third day." (Matt. xvi. 21 : xvii. 23 ; xx. 19 : Mark ix. 81 ; 
X. 34 : Luke ix. 22 ; xviii. 33 ; xxiv. 7, 46 : Acts x. 40 : 1 Cor. 
XV. 4: Gen.xxii.4.) 

6. "Third day since." (Luke xxiv. 21.) 

7. "Until the third day." (Matt, xxvii. 64.) 

Not one of these twenty -four passages can be reconciled with 
the supposition that our Lord was crucified on Friday. 

1. " Three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." 
(Matt. xxii. 40.) He was to remain there the same period as that 
in which Jonah remained in the fish ; which, to follow the literal 
reading of the Hebrew, was "three evenings and three mornings." 
{A. Clark) Thursday evening was one ; Friday evening, two ; 
Saturday evening, three; Friday morning, one; Saturday morn- 
ing, two; Sunday morning, three. Had the crucifixion taken 
place on Friday^ there could have been but two evenings and two 
mornings. 

2. "And after three days rise again." (Mark viii. 81.) By.com* 
paring this with the parallel passages in Matthew xvi. 21 and Luke 
ix. 22, it will appear that while our Lord foretold to his disciples 
that he would " be raised the third day" after his burial, he also 
informed them that this would be " after three days" from the time 
he was "betrayed into the hands of sinners" (Matt. xxvi. 35) "and 
the sheep of the flock scattered abroad" (Matt. xxvi. 31) ; fi3r he 
not only informed them that he would " be raised the third day," 
but also " began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer 
many things and be rejected of the elders and of the chief priests 
and scribes." (Mark viii. 81.) This their "hour and the power of 
darkness" (Luke xxii. 53) commenced on Wednesday night at 
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least " one hour" before Thursday morning. (Luke xxii. 59, 66.) 
From one hour before day Thursday morning to the same hour 
Sunday jporning is three days ; and the time he arose from the 
grave was about daybreak. (Matt, xxviii. 1.) It is, therefore, 
strictly true that "after three days" from the beginning of th« 
"hour and the power of daj-kness," he rose "again from beneath 
the power of all his enemies." "The keepers did shake and be- 
came as dead men." (Matt.* xxviii. 4.) But if the crucifixion had 
been on Friday, it would be after two days ; and yet five minuteiS 
tinder three days will not answer to the expression, " after three 
days." 

3. "After three days I will rise again." (Matt.xxvii. 63.) On 
the night the Jews passed the sentence of death Tipon our Lord, he 
said unto them, " After three days I will rise again," — ^that is, three 
days after he used these words. This was Wednesday night ; and 
from Wednesday night to Sunday morning is "after three days." 

4. " And the third day he shall rise again." (Matt. xx. 19.) 
These words were not delivered on the day of the crucifixion ; but 
were a matter of prophecy, the object of which was to make 
known to his disciples the time he would remain in the grave ; 
hence, tWo full days must pass before the thitd can begin (Hosea 
vi. 2.) Li measuring time by the natural day according to the 
custom of the world, the beginning of the first day commences 
with his being placed in the tomb, which could not have been 
earlier than the ninth hour, or three o'clock in the evening ; for at 
that time he was yet alive. (Matt, xxvii. 46.) From three o'clock 
Thursday to the ^ame hour on Sunday, is three days ; and as out 
Lord rose from the grave on Sunday morning, it was on the third 
day. Had he been crucified on Friday, it tvould have been on the 
second day. The general method of reconciling this with the re- 
ceived opinion that our Lord was crucified on Friday, is regardless 
of the fact that these words were delivered to the apostles many 
days before, — thus discovering to them the length of time our 
Lord would remain in the grave. They explain it the same Way 
as if our Lord had said on the day of the crucifixion: I shall be 
buried to-day, remain in the grave to-morrow^ and the third day 
rise again. But after all this forced and unnatural construction, it 
amounts to nothing; for he was not buried until the "even was 
come" (Matt, xxvii. 57), — that is, until the day ended (Lev. xxiii.Sfi) 
on which he was crucified; and he rose from the dead "while it 
was yet dark" (John xx. 1), which was about an hour before the 
commencement of the third artificial day. 
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5. " Thus it is written ;" hence, " thus it behooved Christ to rise 
from the dead the third day." (Luke xxiv. 46.) . This is written in 
Genesis xxii. 1, 12. In a literal sense, Isaac was not slain at all ; 
in a moral sense he was slain the moment Abraham gained his 
consent to " offer him for a burnt-offering," and he was received in 
a figure" (Heb. xi. 19), or as a type of the resurrection of Christ 
on the third day from that time; for "Abraham rose up early in 
the morning, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 
Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place afar off." (Gen. xxii. 3, 4.) Here it is certain that two full 
days passed from the time Isaac was morally slain , before the 
third day commenced on which he was, as " from the dead, re- 
ceived in a figure" of the resurrection of Christ. (Heb. xi. 19.) 
Paul declares that Christ " rose again on the third day according 
to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv. 4) ; and if so, then two days must have 
passed from the time of his death before the third day commenced. 

6. " He was buried, and rose again the third day." (1 Cor. xv. 4.) 
This text is historical ; and its history was " received" from Heaven. 
Two very important points are established by it : 1. It declares 
that which was prophetic has been fulfilled, — that the prediction 
of Christ, saying, "the third day he shall rise again" (Matt. xx. 19), 
has been literally accomplished. 2. That in order to reach the 
third day on which he rose from the dead, the first day is to be 
placed, not against the time of his death, but against that of his 
burial, which was not until after the day of his crucifixion. 

The Jews divided the artificial day into twelve equal parts called 
hours. " Are there not twelve hours in the day ?" (John xi. 9.) 
The division of these hours we have given in the foregoing table 
for the 6th of April. The twelfth hour of the artificial day they 
called evening (Mark i. 32), and the same hour of the night they 
called morning (Mark xvi. 2) ; that is, instead of saying the twelfth 
hour of the day, they would call it the evening: "When the 
evening was come" (Matt. viii. 16) ; and for the twelfth hour of the 
night, they would say morning, or " very early in the morning," 
which commenced " at the rising of the sun." (Mark xvi. 2.) 
Their evening was the same with the twelfth hour of the arti- 
ficial day; for it was just "one hour" after "the eleventh hour" 
of their day. (Matt.xx.) The Jewish morning commenced with 
the rising of the sun (Mark xvi. 2: Judg. ix. 33: 2 Sam. xxiii. 4: 
2 Kings iii, 22), and their evening with its going down. (Lev. 
xxii. 6, 7 : Josh viii. 29 ; x. 26, 27 : 2 Sam. iii. 35 : Deut. xvi. 6.) 
That which in 1 Kings xxii. 35 is called "at* evening" is in 
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2 Chronicles ^viii. 84 called '* the time of the sun's going 
down." The expression in Matthew viii.l6, "When the evening 
was come," Luke explains to mean " when the sun was setting" 
(Luke iv. 40) ; and according to Mark, the evening commenced 
"when the sun did set." (Mark i.32.) And "When the even was 
come Joseph . . . went to Pilate and begged the body of Jesus" 
(Matt, xxvii. 57, 58 • Mark xv. 42), which is the same expression 
as used in Matthew viii. 16, and explained by both Mark and 
Luke to mean, "when the sun did set;" and at sunset the day 
ended. (2 Sam. iii. 85,) It is, therefore, clear that the day on which 
our Lord was crucified had come to a close when Joseph weiit to 
Pilate; for "the even was come," which was one hour after the 
eleventh hour of the day. (Matt. xx. 8, 12.) As he was not buried 
until after that day had passed, no part of it can be reckoned 
in making out the third day on which he rose from the dead. If 
then our Lord had been crucified on Friday, he would have been 
buried after Friday had passed and Saturday the Jewish Sabbath 
had commenced (Lev. xxiii. 32) ; hence, the resurrection woxdd 
have been on the second day, and the period he remained in 
the grave only one day and about ten hours, which cannot be 
reconciled with the historical fact as given us by Paul, saying, 
"that he rose again the third day;" but since the crucifixion 
was on Thursday, the resurrection was truly on the third day. 
Thus, Friday the first day, Saturday the second, and Sunday th«. 
third. It may be asked, Is it not clear from Mark xv. 42, tha* 
the crucifixion was on "the day before the sabbath?" To whicl 
we reply : By reference to Leviticus xxiii. 7, it will be seen that 
the day following the passover was always a sabbath, regardless of 
the day of the week on which it might fall: "Ye shall have a 
holy convocation : ye shall do no servile work therein." It is 
called the sabbath "from the morrow after the sabbath." (Lev. 
xxiii. 15. " No manner of work shall be done in it, save that every 
man must eat." (Ex. xii. 16.) The sabbath which followed the cruci- 
fixion was not an ordinary or weekly sabbath; "for that sabbath 
day was a high day." (John xix. 31.) Matthew also distinguisheth 
this from the weekly sabbath by calling it the "day that followed 
the day of the preparation." (Matt, xxvii. 62.) Had not two sab- 
baths here fallen together,* surely he would not have used such a 
term as this to point out the day to which he had reference, but 
would have said on "the Sabbath day ;" for it was a day familiar 

* Two sabbaths tbus fell together, b.c. 130. (Jo$e, Ant, b. xiii. o. viii. s 4. ) 
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to :9J1 ; wbile the A^j of the pr^aration w^ so little knowi; ^a* 
it was ;ae^essary to jaay, "Jihat is the day befp^e the Sabbaifii." 
(Mark xv. 42.) But since two sabbaths had here fallen together, it 
W^ requisite to make a distinction betweej;i them ; and the e:^- 
pressioji^ th^ "^y that followed the day of the preparation," points 
ouit the <>ne he mea^t,. Majrk informs us that " the preparation wa? 
the day h^for^ the S^l;>b9i;h;;" without sayipg what this prepara- 
jbion was for ; but JohjU tells u^ " The preparation of tibe passover." 
{Jofm. ^ix- J4-) In A* Oampbell'^ ,si2i.th edijlion of the New T^sta- 
?nent the .tex,t re^-d^ : " Jf QW it was the prepafP^tion of the Pasehal 
^^bbath labout ;th^ sixtjh hour/Wthat is, the "Sabbath" of th^ 
"4fteenth day," which was the first day " of unleavened bre^" 
(I^ev. xxiii. 15, 6) ; a^ad "that sabbath day was a high day" (John 
a;i;s;^ 31), being observed iiji commen^ioration of their rest from 
Egyptian bondage : " And ye ^hall observe the feast of unleavened * 
bread ; for in th^ gelfTSpne day have I brought your armies out of 
the land of Egypt : therefore, ye shall observe this day in your gene- 
f atioi;! by a,u ordinance forever." (Ex. xii. 17.) The preparation of the 
Jewish seventh-day sabbath did not commence until "after the 
.ijinth Jiour" {JosejphVfS), which by reference to the table on p. 185 
will be found to answer to 12m. after three f.M- for that day, while 
^i;x: liours of the prepar3tion of their Paschal sabbath had passed 
before the commencement of the third hour of the day (Mark 
^v. 25), or nine o'clock am. Thie was not the seventh-day sab- 
l)^th; for it was*' when the ev^n was come" (Matt, xxvii. 57) that 
Joseph "went to PUate," at which time the law enjoined it upon 
the people to commence the sabbath : " from even unto .even 43hall 
ye compiewe your sabbath." (Lev. xxiii.32.) As the Jews did 
^0,t bury their dead on the sabbath, this proves that the crucifixion 
wa3 not on Fridays for the seventh-day sabbath commenced with 
the going down of the sun. (Mark i. 32 : Luke iv. 40 : Matt. viii. 16.) 
It was thp Paschal siabbath which followed the day of the cruci- 
fi;dQn ; for the evening had come, or the sun was down. The day 
OTX i/\^hich our Lord was xHnacified had passed away ; yet the sabbath 
h?td :not fully commenced, but "the sabbath drew on." (Luke 
xxiii.Si.) For the s^.bbath that followed the passover was gov- 
erned by the lun^r piopth ; aiid the first lun^-r §abbath by which 
nil of the others were gpvjerned, could not commence until they 
.qpuld see "the new mppp" (Es. lxxx,i. 8.) 

iCn^dcA fsays that "the Jewish sabbath was to begin immiedi- 
ately after the setting of the sun, or the rising of the stars." From 
this it would .appear that while some of their sabbaths began with 
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' %he setting of the sun, others commenced with the first appearance 
of the stars ; and since it is certain that the seventh-day sabbath 
•conamenced mth the setting of the sun, it follows that those which 
b^an with the appearance of the stars were such as belonged to 
particular days of the lunar months. From the setting of the sun 
to the appearance of the stars there is an interval of thirty or 
forty minutes. Jos^h, therefore, had aanple time to "take the 
body of Jesus," and lay it in a sepulchre which ^'was nigh at 
hand" (John xix.4:2), — a work, p^haps, of not more than five or. 
•ten minutes ; for it appears tliat he was laid there in haste " be- 
cause of the Jews' preparation-day ;" and '' as yet they knew not 
the Scriptures that he must rise again from the dead." (John 
.XX. 9.) It may have been their intention as soon as the sabbath 
bad passed, to "take him away" (John xx. 15), embalm his body, 
. {Luke xxiv. 1), and bury him at his native city, Nazareth. The 
sabbath whidb followed the day of the crucifixion could not have 
been the seventh-day sabbath ; for the women remained at the 
-sepulchre until they saw ^hpw his body was laid," then ''returned 
tmA prepared spices and ointments," after which they *' rested the 
-sabbath day." (Luke xxiii. 56.) If the body of Jesus had been 
buried on Friday evening, there would have been no time to pre- 
paid© these 'spices ; for they " rested the sabbath day." They re- 
turned from the sepulchre on Thursday evening, "and prepared 
spices und ointoeats" on Friday, " and rested the sabbath day" c^ 
jSaturday. Since the "Jewish ^eanon allowed all works necessary 
for the dead to be done even on the sabbath, such as washing and 
anoiijting, provided they move not a limb of the dead person" 
{A,€la9^)f and especially, since the disciples of our Lord had 
been taught that it was " lawful to* do good on the sabbath" (Mark 
iii. 4), we may well suppose that, having thus "prepared spices *nd 
ointments,'" ^ey went to the sepulehre on Friday to embalm the 
bo(fy 6f Jesus ; but befope they reached there, Pilate had made 
the sepillcfcre sure, sealing the stone and setting a watch." (Matt. 
KKYii.'86*) Hence, they returned "and rested the sabbath day,"-^ 
that is, Sa^rday. As the sabbath was over as soon as the sun was 
.dowm on Saturday evening, surely they would have gone to tJie 
•sepidchre atthalt time had they not, "according to the command- 
oncfnt'of Pilate" (Luke xxiii. 56), which was, "tibat the sepulchre be 
made sure until the third day" (Matt, xxvii. 64), been forbidden to 
go eacflier th^i Sunday morning,~this being the beginning of the 
t^iLtrd'day. 
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7. "In three days I will raise it up." (John ii. 19.) This is a 
clear proof that when our Lord said, "the third day he shall be 
raised again" (Matt. xvii. 23), he meant that two full days must first 
pass from the time of his death before the third day could begin. 
It is true that the resurrection would have been within the limits 
of three days, if the crucifixion had been on Friday ; but in this 
sense it was also within the limits of three years. And to say that 
when our Lord used the expression, "in three days," he meant a 
period within the limits of less than two days, is an inaccuracy 
with which we do not feel disposed to charge him. When the 
Jews Understood him as having referred to the rebuilding of their 
temple, they were greatly surprised at this being done in the space 
of three days : " Forty and six years was this temple in buUding, 
and wilt thou rear it up in three days ?" (John ii. 20.) Surely, they 
could not have understood our Savioirr to have meant only about 
half of that time. If we place his death at " the ninth hour" (Mark 
XV. 34), or three o'clock p.m., Thursday, three fuU days will be 
accomplished at the same hour p.M^ Sunday. His resurrection 
being on Sunday jnorning, it wanted only about ten hours of 
being three full days ; but if Friday had been the day of the cruci- 
fixion, we would want ten hours to make two full days. 

8. "To-day is the third day since these things were done." 
(Luke xxiv. 21.) This is another historical fact proving that the 
words of our Lord, who said, " the third day he shall rise again" 
(Matt. XX. 19), were literally accomplished. The passover was on 
the 14th of the first month, and on that day the " rulers delivered" 
Christ to be condemned to death and crucified him." (Luke 
xxiv. 20.) The 15th of the month was the day after ; the 16th, 
the second; and the 17th "the4hird day since these things were 
doae.'* 

9. "Until the third day." (Matt, xxvii. 64.) This is a period of 
only two days ; for the expression, " until the third day," limits the 
time to the commencement of the third day." (Exv xii. 6.) These 
two days commenced with " the next day that followed the day of 
the preparation" (Matt, xxvii. 62), which was Friday morning; and 
from Friday morning to Sunday morning is just two days, ending 
at the beginning of the third day, or at sunrise on Sunday morn- 
ing; hence, "according to the commandment" of PUate (Luke 
xxiii. 56), " that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day" 
(Matt, xxvii. 64), the disciples could not have entered the sepulchre 
before " the first day of the week very early in the morning" 
(Luke xxiv. 1), — that is, "at the rising of the sun." (Mark xvi. 2.) 
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But had our Lord been crucified on Friday^ the disciples could 
not have gone to the sepulchre until Monday morning. 

10. The history of the Church also proves that the crucifixion 
took place on Thursday. " l^he day which was observed as the 
anniversary of Christ's death was called the Paschal day, because 
it was the same with that on which the Jews celebrated their pass- 
over," — that is, the 14th of the first month,^ and three days after 
they commemorated the resurrection of the Eedeemer." By 
adding 3 to 14, we have 17 ; therefore, the Church at that time 
" commemorated the resurrection" on the 17th of the Jewish first 
month, which in a.d.30, fell on the first day of the week; hence, 
the crucifixion was on Thursday the 14th of the first month, and 
the resurrection on Sunday, which was the 17th. 

11. Mary went to the sepulchre " when it was yet dark," but 
our Lord had risen before she rea^^hed it. (John xx. 1.) The 
resurrection, therefore, must have been at least one hour before 
sunrise, at which time the Jews commenced their artificial day ; 
hence, upon the supposition that the crucifixion was on Friday, 
it is impossible to make out more than two days and two 
nights ; for the resurrection being before the commencement 
of the first artificial day of the week, no part of Sunday can be 
counted as one of the three days. "We are, then, compelled either 
to admit that the crucifixion was on Thursday, or deny the word 
of Christ: "So shall the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth." (Matt. xii. 40.) 

A.D. 30. Thk Year of the Crucifixion. — Our Lord waa cru 
cified on the day of the passover, — that is, the 14th of the first 
month, which in that year fell on the fifth day of the week. This 
enables us by the aid of astronomy to decide on tlie year of the 
crucifixion. Christ did not commence his ministry before "the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar" (Luke iii. 1) ; hence, 
not before August 28, A.D. 25. During his ministry there were 
four passovers; the crucifixion, therefore, could not have been 
^earlier than a.d. 29, nor later than a.d. 36; for it was during 
the government of Pontius Pilate, whose rule could not have 
continued later than the 28th of August, a.b. 26, as Luke informs 
us that Pilate was " Governor of Judea" during " the fifteenth year 
of Tiberius Caesar," whose fifteenth year ended on August 28, 
A.D. 26 ; and according to Josephus, Pilate was governor but ten 
years, and lost his authority during the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
who died January 22, A.D. 37. We are conseauently limited to 
13 
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eight years for the time of the crucifixion, which was on Thursday, 
the 14th of the first month, when, according to Josephus, the sun 
was in Aries. 

The Paschal ftdl moon, during these eight years, fell thus : — 



A.D.29 ... 


. April 17 


Sunday. 


"80 ... 


6 


Thursday. 


"31 ... 


. March 27 


Tuesday. 


"32 ... 


. April 14 


Monday. 


"38 ... 


8 


Friday. 


" 34 ... 


. Marcli 23 


.... Tuesday, 


« 35 ... 


, April 11 


Monday. 


"36 ... 


, Maxch 81 


Saturday. 



From this table, it will be seen that the only Paschal full moon 
within the limits of these eight years that fell on Thursday, 
was in a.d30. We thus prove that the crucifixion took place 
on April 6, A.D. 80. 

We will now show that all the records of antiquity can only 
be reconciled upon the suppositiofi of this being the day and 
year. The Koman calendar was divided into Calends, Nones, 
and Ides, by which they dated their transactions ; but the Jews 
refusing to employ these terms, — by which the Eomans pointed out 
the time of their heathen festivals, — used the calendar in the 
same way we do at the present day. In proof of this, the death- 
warrant of Christ is dated on March 27, instead of the 6th of 
the calends of April. This being the custom of using the 
calendar in Judea, they dated the crucifixion on the 6th of the 
calendar of April instead of on the 8th of Ides, according to 
the Koman method. Others merely gave the date at which 
they were writing, without mentioning at what time the cru- 
cifixion took place; hence, one is dated on the 8th of the 
calendar of April, two days after the crucifixion ; another on the 
10th of April, four days after ; another on the 13th of April, , 
seven days after. Some of these records were dated on the 
nineteenth of Tiberius Caesar, reckoning from the beginning of his 
reign as associated with Augustus; others, the seventeenth of Tibe- 
rius, computing from the death of Augustus. The nineteenth of 
Tiberius, reckoning from the^ first epochs synchronizes with a.d. 80, 
which may be seen by reference to our Table of Chronology. Ao- 
cording.to Ptolemy's canon, the seventeenth of Tiberius^ reckoning 
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from the death of Augustus also answers to A.D. 30. (See Chrono- 
logical Table.) Hence, there was but one opinion as to the time of 
the crucifixion until towards the end of the second century, when it 
was discovered that Tiberius's reign did not conunence with Jan- 
uary 1, but on August 19, A.i>. 14 ; and reckoning from this, the 
passover of A.i>. 31 was in the seventeenth of Tiberius. This cir- 
cumstance originated a considerable difficulty ; for the crucifixion 
was dated on the 6th of the calendar of April at the time of 
the passover, which always falls on the 14th of the first month ; 
. and they could easily discover by their lunar cycles that the 6th 
of April in A.D. 31 was on the 24th of the first month. As the 
Paschal full moon for that year fell on March 27, which was the 
6th of the calends of April, it was but natural for them to sup- 
pose that those who had written on the subject had dated accord- 
ing to the Eoman method. Therefore, that which was dated on the 
6th of the calendar of April, they now understood to mean the 6th 
of the calends of April. This mistake was very easy to be made 
since calends was not written out in full,, but only put thus : " cal," 
or " calend," which as properly stand for calends, as for calendar. 
At that time they had not learned to find the day of the week by 
the Dominical letter ; hence, were unable to detect this error by 
discovering that March 27 of that year did not fall on Thursday. 
It therefore became the settled opinion that A.D. 31 was the year of 
the crucifixion. But the supposition that those authors who had 
dated according to the calendar of April 'meant the calends of 
April, caused great confusion ; for their writings were thus thrown 
back before the day of the crucifixion. By this method those who 
wrote on the 8th of the calendar of April, two days after the cru- 
cifixion, were now supposed to date on the 8th of the calends of 
April, answering to March 25, two days before the Paschal fall 
moon, which fell on March 27 ; those who had written on April 10, 
four days after the crucifixion, were thought to mean the 10th of 
the calends of April, which is March 23, four days before the full 
moon ; and those who had written on April 13, which was seven 
days after the crucifixion, were supposed to mean the 13th of the, 
calends of April, — ^the 20th of March, seven days before the Paschal 
full moon of A.D. 31. In the midst of this confusion the Council 
of Ephesus, in A.D. 196, settled upon the 8th of the calends of 
April, — March*25, — a.d. 31, as the date of the crucifixion; but 
after the establishment of the Christian era, — arranged by Diony- 
sius in A.D. 527, — it was thought that by the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius, Luke meant the fifteenth of his reign, reckoning from 
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tiie death- of Augustus, wliich synckronizes with A.D. 29. As the 
ministry of Christ continued three years and a half, this gave them 
A.D. 33 for the time of the crucifixion; and having learned 
to tell the day of the week by the Dominical letter, Eoger Bacon, 
in the thirteenth century, discovered that the Paschal full moon of 
that year fell on Friday. This led him then, and the larger 
portion of the Christian world since, to suppose that the crucifixion 
took place on Friday, which accounts for the want of decision 
at the present day as to the year of the crucifixion ; for since it 
has been decided that Christ was born at least four years before 
the beginning of the Christian era, they cannot reach A.D. 33 with- 
out the absurdity of supposing that our Lord's ministry continued 
seven years. In addition to this, the Paschal full moon fell on 
Friday in no other year during which they can reasonably suppose 
our Lord was crucified ; but having observed that the crucifixion 
took place on Thursday, we are now enabled to settle this much- 
disputed question by astronomy. 

The sentence of death as passed on Jesus of Nazareth, which 
was found among the ruins of antiquity, in the kingdom of Naples, 
A.D. 1280, and which is considered of undoubted authority, dates 
the time of the crucifixion " in the year seventeen of the Emperor 
Tiberius Caesar and the 27th day of March." If this and the 
corroborating testimony of all the early Christians who composed 
the Council of Ephesus in A.D. 196 can be received as authority, 
the controversy will thus be limited to but two years ; for by the 
above-mentioned authority, the crucifixion must have been either 
in A.D. 30 or'31. K it was on Thursday, it could not have been in 
A.D. 31 ; for the Paschal fuU moon in that year fell on Tuesday, 
March 27 ; and since the Jews were so very strict in regard to the 
time of the passover that they would not commence the naonth until 
it was first declared on oath that the new moon was seen, this can- 
not be dated a single day higher. If cloudy, or they were unable 
to see the moon, they commenced their month on the next day ; hence, 
we cannot go more than one day lower, which would be "Wednesday. 
As it is well known that the crucifixion was neither on Tuesday 
nor Wednesday, it could not have been A.D. 31. Between these two 
years, then, we wiU have to take A.D. 30. We can again prove that 
our Lord was crucified in that year by the note at the end of the 
book of Nicodemus, dating it in " the nineteenth year of Tiberius 
Caesar," which ended August 28, A.D. 30 ; hence, it could not have 
been later than a.d. 30 ; and as this same note dates the time of the 
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crucifixion in the two hundred and second Olympiad, it can- 
not be before A.D. 80; for that Olympiad commenced July 11, 
A.D.29. We are, therefore, restricted to^A.D. 80 for the year 
of the crucifixion." It was by others dated on the sev- 
enteenth of Tiberius, which, if reckoned from the death of 
Augustus, answers to A.D. 31. This is easily accounted fbr by 
observing that the seventeenth of Tiberius is here according 40 
Ptolemy, who dates the reign of all from January 1, regardless of 
the day on which their reign commenced ; and in order to recon- 
cile this with the note we have alluded to, we must admit 
that they reckoned the reign of Tiberius from January 1, A.D. 14. 
The above-mentioned "death-warrant of Jesus Christ" was not 
taken to the " city of Aquilla, in the kingdom of Naples'' before 
the gospel of our Lord was established there ; hence, not earlier 
than the second century, when the Church was led to conclude 
that the crucifixion was A.D. 81. As by their lunar cycles they 
had then discovered that the Paschal full moon fell on March 27, 
in that year, which was the 6th of the calends of April, it was but 
natural for them to suppose that those who had dated the time of 
the crucifixion on the 6th of the calendar of April meant the 6th 
c£ the calends of April ; for the 6th of the "calencC'' stood as properly 
for one as for the other ; and it was only by finding the day on which 
the* Paschal full moon fell that they were enabled to decide as to 
which was meant. Hence, as soon as by their lunar cycles they 
learned that the Paschal full moon in that year fell on March 27, 
it was but natural for them to conclude that by the 6th of the 
"cahnd'^ of April the 6th of the calends of April was meant, which 
was March 27 ; therefore, in translating this it was not considered 
altering th^ date to put it on March 27, but only to make it plainer 
so that all might understand. Upon the supposition that the cru- 
cifixion was on Thursday, April 6, A.D. 30, we can thus reconcile all 
who have written on the subject, while it is impossible to do so 
upon any other day or year. For example, suppose we say March 27, 
A.D. 81; then we must understand those who dated their writings 
the 13th of the " calencC^ of April to mean the 18th of the calends of 
April, — ^that is, March 20, — ^which places the date seven days be- 
fore the crucifixion. But if we take April 6, A.D. 80, every diffi- 
culty is removed. Then we will understand those who have dated 
the 13th of the "calend^^ to mean the 13th (rf the calendar of April, 
which is seven days after the crucifixion ; or suppose we admit 
that the crucifixion was on Friday, April 7, then we will be unable 
to reconcile those who dated the 6th of the "calend^^ of April ; for if 
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we understand them to mean the 6th of the calendar of April, it 
would date one day before the crucifixion ; and if we understand 
them to mean the 6th of the calends of April, it would bear date 
on March 27, or eleven days before the crucifixion. Hence, to 
reconcile those authors we are compelled to fall back to Thursday, 
April 6, A.D. 30, on which day and year all may be reconciled, 
bjit on no other. The festival as observed by the early Christians, 
on Thursday until three o'clock in the afternoon in " remembrance 
of the sufferings of Christ," also shows that the crucifixion took 
place on Thursday. 

The Jews were very strict in noticing the earliest appearance of 
che new moon ; for it was a positive law: "In the beginning of 
your months ye shall blow with the trumpets" (Num. x. 10), and 
"offer a burnt-offering unto the Lord" (Num.xxviii.ll); and they 
were able to tell the very day on which the new moon could be 
seen. All that is necessary, therefore, in order to find a given 
day of their month, or year, is to learn the age of the moon at that 
time. As the passover was celebrated " on the 14th of the lunar 
month when the sun is in Aries" {Jose. Ant, b. iii. c. x. s. 5), the first 
new moon after March 7 must be the beginning of their year. In 
A.D. 30 there was a new moon on March 22, at 40m. after seven p.m. 
On March 23 the sun set at 3m. after six, at which time the moon 
was about one hour high ; if clear, it may have been seen at about 
half-past six, or between that and seven in the afternoon, March 23 ; 
hence, March 24 was the first day of their month, commencing with 
the evening of March 23 ; and the 14th of their first month for 
that year fell on Thursday, April 6, commencing on Wednesday 
evening, April 5. A.D. 30 is thus astronomically proven to be the 
year in which the crucifixion took place. At B.C. 406, we observed 
that the wall as built by Nehemiah was completed on the 25th of 
the sixth month, B.C. 406. Daniel was informed that " after three- 
score and two weeks" from the completion of " the wall" " the 
Messiah the Prince" should "be cut off." (Dan. ix. 26.) In 62 weeks 
there are 434 years ; and if tx> 406 we add 29 diminished by 1, we 
will have 434 ; hence, the 434 years from the completion of the 
wall end' on the 25th of the sixth month, a.d. 29, five months 
and eighteen days after that time " the Messiah the Prince" waa 
" cut off." 

A.D. 30. The Woman in the Wilderness. — In b.c.5, the 
Church " brought forth a man-child" who did not at that time, but 
was to, "rule all nations with a rod of iron;" hence, he "was 
caught up unto God and his throne," there to remain tmtil the time 
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appointed for him to take hL*^ seat upon the throne of his father 
David. Not yet having received his kingdom, his subjects, having 
no citizenship in the kingdoms of this world, "fled into the wilder- 
ness," there to remain until the "appearing and kingdom" of 
Christ. On the 10th of the first month, A.D. 30, he went to Jeru- 
salem, as foretold, " saying, tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee" (Mal.xxi.5); but he was rejected of 
that generation, because they knew not the time of their visita- 
tion. (Luke xix.44:.) Had he been received, "the kingdoms of 
this world" would have "become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
his Christ ;" but the Shepherd being smitten, the sheep are scat 
tered abroad. Having received the " wings of that spiritual law 
of" liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free from the obliga 
tion of the ceremonial law at Jerusalem, they left their father's 
house (Matt. xxiv. 2), their native land (Num. xv. 2), even their 
promised inheritance (Gal. xvii. 8) ; and the woman that once " fled 
into the wilderness," where, she was fed in a supernatural way for 
1260 days, could now even "fly into her place where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time from the face of 
the serpent" (Eev. xii. 14) until our Bang, having " put down all" 
opposing " authority and power," shall receive his kingdom. 

The time, times and a half commenced with the 10th of the 
first month, and must therefore end on the 10th of the seventh 
mopth ; but as to the number of times which fill up the interval, 
we must learn from other prophetic dates; for the expression, 
" times," conveys to the mind nothing definite as to their number, 
and there is no rule given here by which we can know the 
length of time. We know that it cannot be less than .three times 
and a hali^ or 1269 days ; hence, cannot be the same with 1260 
days. From other prophetic dates we conclude that the times of 
the wilderness state of absence from the kingdom of Christ will 
end in the coming jubilee of 1868. 

A.D.65. End of the Seventy weeks of Daniel. — While 
Daniel was engaged in prayer for his people, the angel Gabriel 
" being caused to fly swiftly, touched" him " about the time of the 
evening oblation ;" and he informed him saying, " Seventy weeks 
are cut off upon thy people and upon thy holy city" (Dan. ix. 24), 
— that is, "cut off" of the 2300 days (Dan. viii. 14); hence, with 
them the seventy weeks must begin. The object of these sev- 
enty weeks being to measure the length of time, as appointed for 
the continuation of Daniel's " people and" " holy city," they must 
end with the beginning of the ruin of that people. In 70 weeks 
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there are 490 years; and tlie 2300 days commenced with the 
pushing of the ram on the 15th of the first month, B.C. 426. If 
to 426 we add 65 diminished by 1, we will have 490 ; hence, the 
490 years which wer« cut off of the 2300 must end on the 15th of 
the first month, Wednesday, April 10, a.d.65, at which time the 
Lord having given up the city to ruin, "the eastern gate of the 
inner court of the temple, which was of brass, and vastly heavy, aod 
had been with difficulty shut by twenty men," " opened of its own 
accord aboi^ the sixth hour of the night," — by which " the men 
of learning understood that the security of their holy house was 
dissolved of its own accord; that the signal foreshowed the desola- 
tion that was coming upon them." {Jose. Waa-s, b. vi. c. v. s. 8.) 
Florus, who "blew up the war into a flame," "had^atthat very time 
the purpose of showing his anger at the nation and procuring a 
war upon them" {Jose, WarSj b. ii. c. xiv. s. 3), which in the limits of 
only thirty days commenced with all of its terrors; for "except 
the Lord keep the city the watchmen waketh in vain." (Ps. cxxvii. 1.) 
The war commenced on the 16th of the second month, — Saturday, 
May 11, A.D. 65. 

A.D.69. Eclipse of the Moon. — Tacitus says there was an 
eclipse of the moon in "the year before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by Titus." By calculation, there was an eclipse of 9 digits 
at 25m. after eleven p.m. at Rome on October 18, A.D. 69 ; but none 
was visible in the Roman Empire, A.D. 70. That year is thus 
astronomically proven to be the one in which Jerusalem was 
destroyed. 

A.D. 70. The Sacrifice and the Oblation cease. — Daniel 
was informed that the "little horn," "the people of the Prince that 
shall come," — ^that is, the people which constitute that prince 
called Antichrist (2 John 7) " shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week, and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease." (Dan.ix. 27.) Josephus informs 
OS that " the daily sacrifice" ceased on " the seventeenth day of 
Tamuz,"Sunday, July 15, A.D. 70, which was in the midst of the week, 
or during the Seven-years War at Jerusalem. Some charge the 
RcMnans with having caused this; but Josephus declares that it 
was those "who confess not that Jesus Christ is come into the flesh." 
He <5harged them with having "deprived" God "of his everlasting 
worship" in thus causing the sacrifice to cease. The Romans did 
all they could "to have the Jewish laws observed," and almost 
compelled those sacrifices to be still offered to God which had by 
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^'tlie people of tTae prince that shall come" (Daii.ix. 26) "been 
intermitted " {Jose, WarSj b. vi. c. ii. s. 1.) 

A.D. 70. The Burning of the Temple occurred on "the tenth 
day of the month Ab," Monday, August 6 ; and the city was 
taken "on the eighth day of the month Elul," Monday, Septem- 
ber 8, "in the second year of the reign of Vespasian," a.d. 70. The 
Eomans are generally charged with having destroyed the city and 
temple ; and it is true " by his hand" — ^that is, the hand of the 
Eomans — the "land" was "consumed." (Dan. xi. 16.) Yet Anti- 
christ was the actuating cause of its ruin. "The little horn," "the 
people of th« prince that shall come," compelled the Romans to do 
this ; for they would not venture to "set the sanctuary on fire but 
under the most pressing necessity," saying, " We will endeavor to 
preserve you your holy house whether you will or no." {Jose. WarSy 
b.vi. c.ii. S.4.) 

A.D. 72. End op the "One-week Covenant." — According to 
Josephus, the war with the Jews terminated "in the fourth year 
of the reign of Vespasian, on the fifteenth day of the month Nisan," 
. — ^that is, on Tuesday, March 24, a.d. 72. At A.D. 65, we observed 
that the seventy weeks which were to be "cut off" of the 2300 
days ended on the 15th of the first month (Nisan), a.d. 65, at which 
time the "cHie-week eovenant" commenced. This was therefore 
accomplished in seven years. 

A.D. 533. The Abomination that maketh dksolate set 
UP. — Since there is but one power on earth that can make either 
Jew or Gentile " desolate" under the gospel dispensation, we need 
not be in doubt as to what is meant by " the abomination that 
mafeth desolate." What in all creation but "Antichrist," that "de- 
ceiver," " who confesses not that Jesus Christ is come into the 
flesh" (1 John 7) can make us so desolate as to " separate us from 
the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
Iff famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?" "I," says the 
Apostle Paul, " am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
ungels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things ^ present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." (Eom. viii. 38, 39.) 

By comparing Matthew xxiv. 15 wdth Luke xxi. 20, some suppose 
tihat by "abomination that maketh desolate" we are to understand 
the Soman army; but Luke says nothing aoout the Eomans: he 
^mly says, " armies," — not the Roman armies ; for they were to 
"stand in the holy place" (Matt. xxiv. 15), which, if they entered 
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at all, it was not until about five years after the Christians— 
for whom the sign was intended — had left Jerusalem. It appears 
from Josephus that the Christians understood our Lord to mean 
the armies of Antichrist, — ^those wicked Jews "who confess not 
that Jesus is come into the flesh;" for after the Christians had 
seen these armies entering "into the temple," they "swarmed 
away from the city as from a ship when it was going to sink." 

Eome was not called an abomination by the Jews ; for they con- 
sidered it a great honor to be a Roman citizen. (Acts xxii. 28.) 
Neither did the Christians understand Rome to be "the abomina- 
tion of desolation," but to be that which prevented the revelation 
of "that man of sin." (2 Thess.ii. 8.) So far from Rome being 
"the abomination that maketh desolate," it was a power "ordained 
of God." (Rom.xiii. 1.) So "the abomination of desolation spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet" must be Antichrist, which was " stand- 
ing where it ought not" (Mark xiii. 14) when the Jews revolted 
from and declared war against the Roman Empire. That power 
which stood " up against the Prince of princes" (Dan. viii. 25), 
and "destroyed the city and the sanctuary" (Dan.ix.26; xi. 22), 
was Antichrist in its undisguised form, — or those who denied 
that Jesus was the Christ. (1 John ii. 22; Acts iii. 15.) But 
after that "league made with him" (Dan. xi. 23) "by reason of 
transgressions" (Dan. viii. 12), — that is, by "falling away" from 
Christ (2 Tim. ii. 3), he " worked deceitfully" (Dan. xi. 23) ; he made 
pretensions to that which was not real ; and as his seat is in the 
Church, as "he sitteth in the temple of God" (2 Thess. ii.4), we 
are here to understand Antichrist in its transgressive form, — 
those who with the mouth confess Christ, but by works deny 
him. The "little horn" which "came up among" the "ten horns" 
(Dan.vii. 8), though admitted to be Antichrist, cannot date the 
rise of Antichrist; for before the rise of the "ten horns" the 
whole Roman Empire (the true Christian Church excepted) had 
become Antichrist. In this sense, " the fourth beast was diverse 
from all the others, exceeding dreadful" (Dan. Vii. 19) ; and since 
the coming up of the little horn among the ten cannot date the rise of 
Antichrist, it must date the revelation of the man of sin, — ^the time 
he received his kingly power, — or the setting up of "the abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate ;" for it is clear that the rise of this little 
horn among the ten dates some new epoch ; and since he " sitteth 
in the temple of God," we must look within the pale of the Church, 
and nowhere else, for the rise of this hew power called "the 
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abomination of desolation;" henoe, we haye now only to in- 
quire as to the epoch at which this new ruling power was set 
up in the Church of God. In a.d. 812, Constantine ^* took the 
religion of Christ to the unhallowed embrace of the state, assuming 
to unite in his own person the civil and ecclesiastical dominion." 
The open profession of the Christian religion then became popular : 
the hindering power that " withholdeth that he" — ^the man of sin — 
" might be revealed in his time," was then removed." (2 Thess.ii. 6.) 
From that epoch we may date the time the Church began to fell 
"away," and "by reason of transgression" (Dan. viii. 12) "the 
league" was made with Antichrist, from which time he did "work 
deceitfully; for he" came "up" into the Church, and "became 
strong with a small people." (Dan. xi. 28.) But this cannot date 
his seat there in his kingly authority ; for that was not until after 
the division of Eome into ten kingdoms. (Dan. vii. 24.) Some 
date his seat in the Church from "the bestowment of the title of 
universal bishop by Phocus the tjrrant," A.D. 606. But this cannot 
date the beginning of his kingly authority ; for in the coming up 
of the "little horn," — ^that is, in the rise of this new power, — ^there 
were " three of the first horns plucked up by the roots," which three 
divisions of the Koman Empire were plucked up seventy-three 
years before. To avoid mistake as to the correct date, bear in 
mind that while his coming up to take his seat " in the temple of 
God," " plucked up by the roots" three of the ten divisions of the 
Eoman Empire (Dan. vii. 8), he was placed in the seat of his au- 
thority by force of arms. (Dan. xi. 81.) 

At B.C. 488, we traced the history of Antichrist from its rise 
down to A.D. 812, when "this prince of the power of the air" came 
into the Church, and made "the league with him" "by reason 
of transgression," or by "falling away" from Christ. In continu 
ation of that article we will here commence with Dan.xi.31. 

Ver. 31. " And arms shall stand on his part," — ^that is, on the 
part of Antichrist in its transgressive form. Those northern arras 
that poured in like a flood upon the Eoman Empire, stood on the 
part of that portion of the Church which "by reason of trans- 
gression" was transformed into Antichrist. 

Ver. 81. " And they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength." 
Not the Jewish ; for that was not "the sanctuary of strength," but 
"a worldly sanctuary" (Heb.ix. 1) "doomed to destruction." (Dan. 
ix. 26.) " The sanctuary of strength" is the Church, — " the true 
tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man"(Heb. viii. 2); 
hence, called " his sanctuary" in opposition to the Jewish. (Dan. 
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viii. 11.) Those northejn powers which stood on the part of Anti- 
christ in its transgressive form, by favoring and embracing at least 
the outward forms of the Christian religion, did greatly " pollute 
the sanctuary of strength" by introducing into the Christian 
Church' the worship of pagan idols, or heathen gods. On the con- 
dition that they would " accept the Christian name, the Bishop of 
Kome and his clergy conformed as much as possible to their 
heathen rites and ceremonies ;" and thus " the sanctuary of strength," 
or Church, was '' polluted." 

Yer. 3L " And shall take away the daily sacrifice." " Sacrifice" 
is in italic, showing that it was not in the original. At B.C. 425, we 
observed that " daily" does not mean those sacrifices as offered by 
the Jews; for so fe.r from the word "sacrifice" being 'used, which 
is done in every case where the authca- has reference to it, we find 
a word which, even if placed in connection with " sacrifice," would 
so restrict its meaning that it could no longer apply to the Jewish 
sacrifices in general ; for the larger number of them were not 
daily. Since in every case, whenever the author has reference to 
the Jewish sacrifice, the word itself is used, how absurd to suppose 
that Daniel meant the Jewish sacrifice^ when, five times omitting 
that, he used the word, "daily;" and yet where it is certain that he 
had reference to the daily sacrifice, instead of ^' daily," he employed 
the word, " sacrifice." 

Instead of " daily," some translate it " continual," which appears 
to be correct ; for that which Daniel had seen in his vision was a 
continual succession of kingdoms bearing rule over the people of 
<jod. But if " daily" is preferred, this, like other prophetic dates, 
must be according to the day-year system. 

Persia was the first kingdom called " the dfiily," which may be 
properly so called; for its ruling power was continued by an 
annual arrangement. " The king's son, his brother, or one of those 
they called the king's eye," took " a progress every year at the 
head of an army," to see that the king's orders were obeyed. 
Greece, the next kingdom, may be called "the daily," or an annual 
power ; for the ephori continued in office but one year. The fourth 
kingdom was Eome, which, having its annual consuls, may also 
be called the "daily;" and the eastern division of the Koman 
Empire, which was one of " the ten horns out of this kingdom," 
wa^s " plucked up by the roots," A.D. 533 ; for the ruling powers of 
a kingdom are the laws, which were destroyed when Justinian 
issued his new code, a.d.533, and this new code of laws "became 
the civil and ecclesiastial constitution of the Roman Empire." They 
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'were declared to be tlie legitimate system of civil jurisprudence ; 
they alone were admitted in the tribunals ; and they alone were 
taught in the academies of Eome." (Gibbon.) 

Ver.31. "And they shall place the abomination that maketh 
desolate." The placing of " the abomination" and the rise of the 
"little horn" are one and the same thing; and as we are informed 
that the little horn is a king (Dan. vii. 24)^ by its coming up we are 
to understand the rise of some new power in the Church ; for he 
was diverse from the other ten kings. The Justinian code was 
properly the rise of a new power which came up in the Church ; 
for its author not only claimed to be the "pious, fortunate, re- 
nowned, triumphant emperor ;" but '' his pride, under the mask of 
piety, ascribed the consummation of this great design to the sup- 
port and inspiration of the Deity." {Qibbon) Thus his so-called 
"eternal oracles" claimed the same divine origin with that of 
the Bible. One essential part of these " oracles" was that of consti- 
tuting the Bishop of Eome head of all the churches, — "the true 
and effective corrector of heretics." Thus he received his seat 
of power and authority to make "war with the saints, and pre- 
vailed against them." This new code of laws by which the little 
horn was placed in its seat of authority, did as properly spring up 
in the Church as if it had been framed by the Pope himself ; for the 
author was the chief head of the Church, being one of those Christian 
emperors to whom not only the Church, but the Bishop of Eome 
himself was subject. This " little horn" was unlike the other ten, 
as it claimed divine origin ; and since these new laws constituted 
the Pope of Eome head of all the churches, it may properly be 
said to have " eyes like the eyes of a !man, and a mouth speaking 
great things ;" for the Pope has spoken many "great things," con- 
trary to the word of God, and his eyes are ever over the Church. 

Justinian also declared, "in the fullest and most unequivocal 
form," the Bishop erf Eome the chief of the whole ecclesiastical 
body of the empire ; hence, " that man of sin," who " sitteth in the 
temple of God," was placed there by him, A.D.533. Although 
that horn, called " the Ostrogoths in Italy," did not fall off until 
March, a.d. 538, this may properly date the time it began to be 
" plucked up by the roots ;" for Theodoric, King of the Ostrogoths, 
having "fixed his capital at Eavenna," the Pope was left "the 
only Prince of Eome." Such was " the power and influence" he 
had over those then in possession of the kingdom, that at his 
request they commenced exchanging their former laws for the new 
code ; and the adoption of it by the Bishop of Eome, a.d. 533, 
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dates the beginning of that work which, in March, A.D. 538, up- 
rooted the remains of this horn. The third horn — " the kingdom of 
the Vandals in Africa" — was "plucked up on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
A.D. 533." Says Gibbon : — " One awful hour reversed the fortunes 
of the contending parties." This was a Catholic war, the object 
of which was to destroy those opposing powers, and place the 
Bishop of Eome on the throne of great authority in the Church, 
and lordship over the people of God; and as that "one awful hour" 
was the turning-point on which was pending the fate of the Vandals 
and Ostrigoths, it is the proper epoch from which to date the 
plucking up of the three horns, or taking "away the daily" and 
placing "the abomination that maketh desolate" by force of "arms" 
(Dan.xi.31); for "the temple was now resigned to the Catholics, 
who loudly proclaimed the creed of Athanasius and Justinian, and 
he proceeded without delay to the full establishment of the Catholic 
Church." (Gibbon.) That new power, styled the " eternal oracles," 
being both the " civil and ecclesiastical constitution of the Eoman 
Empire" "were proclaimed on solemn festivals at the doors of the 
churches." {Qibbon) These oracles, having been substituted by the 
Church of Eome for the law of God, were thus transformed into 
" the abomination of desolation." 

The eve of St. Cyprian was the loth of September, which in 
A.D. 533 fell on the 10th of the Jewish seventh month : " And from 
the time the daily shall be taken away and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up, there shall be twelve hundred and ninety 
days" before even " the wise shall understand" what was meant by 
the expression, " a time, times, and a half." ' K to A.D. 533 we add 
1290 we have 1823, — ^the very time at which the Church com- 
menced proclaiming that the "little book" was "opened." (Eev. 
X. ii.) From that date all who have been willing to examine the 
Bible concerning the second coming of our Lord are ready to 
acknowledge that it appears like a new book. If to the 10th of 
the seventh month, A.D. 533, we add 1335 years, we will have the 
10th of the seventh month, a.d. 1868 for the time at which Daniel 
will stand in his lot in the year of jubilee ; for " ye shall return 
every man unto his possession." (Lev. xxv. 9, 13.) 

That we are correct in dating the beginning of the 1335 years 
from the day on which the Vandals fell before the. arms of Jus- 
tinian will again appear from the following reason. Though the 
emperor's letter, declaring the Pope of Eome " head of all the holy 
churches," must have been sent as early as March 25, a.d. 533, 
Justinian, as an individual, had not the power to place the Pope of 
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Rome in possession of this new kingly authority ; his power being 
vested in his troops, "arms" must "place the abomination that 
maketh desolate" (Dan.xi. 31); hence, that hour which "reversed 
the fortunes of the contending parties" was the point of time at 
which the Catholic Church was established by force of " arms." 
When we call to mind that " arms shall stand on the part" of 
Antichrist, and, plucking '' up by the roots" three divisions of the 
Roman Empire (Dan. vii. 8), shall at the same time " place the 
abomination that maketh desolate" (Dan.xi. 31), we find in all the 
history of the world but two epochs from which we can reasonably 
commence the 1335 days : the first, on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
A.D.033, the other, March, A.D. 538, when the last remains of the 
third horn was " plucked up ;" hence, the controversy as to the 
beginning of the 1335 days is clearly limited to these two dates. 
If the testimony of the Catholics themselves may be received, 
they date the title of " universal bishop," and their " earthly ac- 
knowledgment of her claim," "from the memorable year a.d. 533." 
It is evident that they are correct in this; for when "intelligence 
of the success of Belisarus in Africa reached the emperor, Decem- 
ber 16, A.D. 533, impatient to abolish the temporal and spiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded without delay to the full 
establishment of the Catholic Church." (GHbbon,) 

A.D. 538. The Saints in the hands of Papal Rome. — In 
A.D. 538, the 10th of the first month fell on March 27, about which 
time "the Pope was placed in quiet possession of the capital of 
Rome," from which epoch Daniel's "time, and times, and the 
dividing of time" commence. (Dan.vii. 25.) At B.C. 488, we ob- 
served that the expression, " a time, times, and a half," as used in 
Daniel xii. 7, meant "a time, five times and a half;" but in Daniel 
vii. 25 it cannot mean the same length of time ; for the angel was 
here addressing himself directly to Daniel, and made him "know 
the interpretation of the thing." (Dan. vii. 16.) But in Chap. xii. 
Daniel only heard the conversation between two saints which he 
did not understand : " I heard, but I understood not." (Dan. xii. 8.) 
His understanding the former, and not the latter shows clearly 
that each cannot mean the same length of time. Daniel's having 
understood what time was signified, proves that the angel meant 
just what he said, — that is, "times," without any thing definite as 
to the number of times ; for if he had meant two years as some 
suppose, or five times as in Chap, xii., it was impossible for Daniel 
to have known the number of times; for he did not here, as in 
Chap, xii., give a rule by which the number may be known ; hence,. 
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all we can learn from this as to definite time is that if they com- 
mence on the 10th of the first month, they must end on the 10th 
of the seventh month. From Daniel xii. 12 we conclude that these 
''times and a half" will end on the 10th of the seventh month, 
A.D. 1868. 

A.D. 629. The Holy City trodden under Foot. — Those who 
are to tread "the holy city . . . under foot" are called Gentiles, and 
cannot, therefore, be Christians. Yet they must make some pre- 
tensions to the religion of Jesus; for they are in possession of 
" the court which is without the temple." (Rev. xi. 2.) To tread 
" the holy city" " under foot," they must use force of arms against 
the true worshippers of God ; hence, we know of no people who 
answer to this description except the Mohammedans. It will not 
apply to the Pope of Rome, for his seat is not in the "court which 
is vnihout the temple ;" but he " sitteth in the temple of God." 
(2 Thess.ii,4.) 

Gibbon dates the flight of Mohammed A.D. 622 ; "and after an exile 
of seven years, the fugitive missionary was enthroned as the prince 
and prophet of his native country," a.d. 629 ; hence, this must date 
the epoch from which they shall "tread . . . the holy city . . . under 
foot forty and two months." (Rev. xi. 2.) In 42 months, according 
to the Jewish method of reckoning, there are 1239 days. If to 
A.D. 629, we add 1239, we will have A.D. 1868 for the time these 
Gentiles shall cease to tramp " the holy city under foot." 

A.D. 1823. End of the Twelve Hundred and Ninety Bays. — 
Daniel was informed that even the wise would be unable to under- 
stand what was meant by "a time, times, and a half" until 1290 
days "from the time the daily shall be taken away and the abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate set up." The abomination having 
been set up A.D. 583, the 1290 days end A.D. 1823, at which time 
the rainbow angel, though " clothed with a cloud" of obscurity, 
'had in his hand a little book opened ;" and he "cried with a loud 
voice as when a lion roareth," — ^for the midnight cry alarmed the 
kingdoms of the earth, — in affirming "by him that liveth forever and 
ever . . . that there shall be time no longer. But in' the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God shall be finished, as he hath declared to his ser- 
vants the prophets." (Rev.x. 1-17.) Since which time the virgins, 
roused from slumber, have been trimming their lamps (Matt.xxv. 7), 
or eating the little book, which is indeed ** sweet as honey," to 
those who delight to feast on the truths as now developed in God's 
.sacred volume, but bitter to the carnal nature ; for since "the little 
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book" is eaten (Eev, x. 9), it is discovered that the end of all 
things is at hand. After " the little book" is eaten, the Church must 
prophesy again before many people, and nations, and tongues, and 
kings" (Rev. X. 11), '* for yet a little while and he that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry." (Heb. x. 37.) Though since 1848, 
the Church has been eating the " little book," these things are not 
to be understood until 1864; for those who would understand 
must, with untiring wrestling in prayer with God, continue " mourn- 
ing three full weeks," or twenty-one yearS) before we can have a 
full " understanding of the vision." (I>an. x. 2, 3.) 

A.D. 1868. The Year op Jubilee. — Those who pay but little 
attention to the types and shadows under the law, sometimes sing, 

**Tho year of jubilee has come I 
Return, ye ransomed sinners, home,'' 

as if they supposed that the gospel dispensation is the antitype of 

the jubilee. To such we propose a few questions : — 

1. If the law was "a shadow of good things to come," ought 
not the shadow to bare some resemblance to that which is shadowed 
forth? 

2. Did Israel leave Egypt in the year of jubilee, or was it not a 
Sabbath of sabbaths before the first jubilee ? 

3. Was the sojourning in the wilderness during the jubilee, or 
before the first jubilee ? 

4. Were sinners. Gentiles, or proselytes, received into the Jewish 
Church only in the year of jubilee, or at all times ? 

5. K the year of jubilee was " a shadow of good things to 
come," how can the reformation of sinners, who "Were coming to 
God more than two thousand years before the law, be that which 
was shadowed forth ? 

6. If the year of jubilee was a definite period of time, without 
wjiich there was no jubilee, how can that be the antitype in which 
there is nothing definite as to time? 

So far from there being any thing in the type resembling that 
erf sinners returning to Christ, it was something pertaining alone 
to the people of God, to be observed "when ye come into the land 
which I give thee, saith the Lord." In the type they returned 
" every man unto' his possessions" (Lev. xxv. 13) ; but the sinner 
has no possessions. They are " aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenant of promise having no 
hope." (Ephes. ii. 12.) Instead of returning to their possessions, 
they come saying, " Lord, make me as one of thy hired-servants." 
(Luke XV. 18). Hence, the year of jubilee could not have been a 
14 
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type of the reformation of sinners, but was " a figure for the time 
then present" (Heb. ix. 9) of the true Israel's returning to their 
everlasting possessions when " the great trumpet shall be blown ;" 
for " the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised." The 
type'was a definite period of time at which not sinners, strangers, 
nor Gentiles, but the people of God, "shall return every man unto 
*iis possessions ;". hence, it can only reach its antitype in the true 
Israel of God returning home to their everlasting possessions at a 
definite period of time. In the type, all of those who felt disposed 
to pay attention to that method of reckoning time, as enjoined by 
the God of Israel, knew when the year of jubilee would occur ; 
hence, in the antitype, those who honor God so much as to seek to 
comprehend that which he has declared that "the wise shall under- 
stand," must know, when the year of jubilee will be proclaimed, 
they shall "see the day approaching." (Heb. x. 25.) By reference 
to our chronological tables, it wiU be seen that A.D. 1868 is the 
fprty-ninth sabbatical year, in which, on the 10th of the seventh 
iQonth, the year of jubilee begins. At B.C. 1563, we observed that 
"the land had enjoyed her sabbaths within the lifnits of seventy 
years ; and if the law concerning the sabbatical rest of the land 
was fulfilled in the space of seventy years, then there can be but 
seventy jubilees ; hence, with the beginning of the seventy-first 
jubilee the great antitype must commence ; and on the Jewish 
sabbath, Saturday, the 10th of the seventh month, A.D. 1868, the 
seventy -first jubilee will begin, at which time the type, — " Then 
shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the 
tenth day of the seventh month," — ^must reach its antitype in the 
proclamation of the great jubilee. As to the day and month of 
our time with which this synchronizes, we — omitting to mention — 
must leave for others to find out. For if the "carnal mind is 
enmity against God" (Rom. viii. 7), it is impossible for us to 
speak of the day and hour of the coming of Christ without exciting 
the prejudices of those who love not the appearing of our Lord. 
But the faithful watchman upon the walls of Zion who, with Paul 
can ^ay, " I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God," could not say less concerning definite time than we have ; 
for preferring to know nothing concerning the 'matter ourselves, 
we have only set in order and exhibited to view that which is 
found in God's sacred volume. If it be true that we cannot know 
aught about the second coming of Christy why are those who 
teach this doctrine reduced to the necessity of perverting the 
word of God by quoting as Scriptural that which is not in the 
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Bible. Their one universal, and about the only, argument that 
they pretend to offer is this : " Of that day and hour no man shall 
know: no, not the angels in heaven, nor even Christ himself." 
To such we have often said : Show us this in the Bible, and we 
will destroy every thing we have written on the subject. But why is 
it that even those who profess to take the Bible as the word of 
their counsel, are so ready to receive that which is not found there, 
and so much disposed to reject that which is ? If, crucifying our 
nature, we could become as little children, having no clashing pre- 
ferments or desires of our own, as much as to receive the express 
language of Christ, we are taught to believe that the Father will 
make known to his children not only the day, but the very hour, 
at which Christ will "appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation ;" for after our Lord had given those signs by which we 
may know his appearing is near, " even at the door," he informed 
his disciples that he himself would not reveal the exact day and 
hour, but that his father would. Let us give his own words : " But 
of that day and that hour no man maketh known; not even the 
angels who are in heaven ; neither the Son, but the Father." (Mark 
xiii. 32.) We have here followed Macknight's translation ; for King 
James's translation contradicts the express words of Peter, who 
declared that Christ knew "all things." (John xxi.l7.) If it be 
true, "in him dwelleth all the fullness of the godhead bodily" (Col. 
ii. 9), he must have known the day and hour. To show the correct- 
ness of Macknight's translation, w^ ask who woxdd ever think of 
translating Numbers xvi. 5 thus: " To-morrow the Lord will know 
wtto are his ;" and since with one consent, at that place, all trans- 
late the same word, "the Lord will show," or "the Lord will make 
known," why not translate it in Mark in a similar manner ? Where 
the Apostle Paul uses the same wordj Macknight renders it "make 
known," — ^thus : " I determined to make known nothing among you 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified." (1 Cor. ii. 2.) If, when Paul 
uses the same word, aU understand him to mean "make known," 
why not understand the word, when used by Mark, to have the 
same meaning? But^.it is said, if we render it "make known," it 
declares that the Father will make known both the day and the 
hour of the second coming of Christ: and they ask, Where is this 
made known ? The book of Daniel being "closed up and sealed," 
they were unable to see when the Father had revealed the day and 
hour; hence, instead of "maketh known," they used the word, 
"knoweth." As this denies the divinity of Christ, some try to 
smooth it over by saying, "while he as God knew it, he as man 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



212 THE BOOX or DANIEL OPENED. 

knew it not." But since it is absurd to say tliat lie knew, and yet 
did not know it^ otliers conclude that this tezt was not in the 
original, and that the expresskflv " neither the Son," must haye been 
added by some author after the apostolic age ; in proof of whidi 
they tell us it is not ''found in die parallel places in the oth^ 
evamgelistg." We reply: As Luke jmd John hare entirdy omitted 
what we find in yer. 32, there is no psu^el passage except that of 
Matthew xxiy. 36 ; and though we do not there find the express 
words, ^ neither the Son," yet Matthew uses the exipreesion^ " but my 
Father only," which isequiyalent to the expression, "neither the 
Son, " for the word, " only," excludes the Son ; hence, if we are will- 
ing to admit that Peter spoke that which was strictly true when he 
said, "Lord, thou knowest aH things" (John xxi. 17^ we must 
admit that Macknight has giyen a correct translaticm of this text. 
According to it, the Father must make known the day and hour 
at which our Lord will " appear the second time." Since neither 
the angels of heayen, nor the Son himself is to do this, he could 
not haye meant that the day and hour would not be made known 
until his coming ; for when he comes, the day and hoiff must then 
be made known, both by the appearing of himself and the holy 
angels. We must, therefore, go back to that dispensation in which 
the Father spoke to man before he sent his Son into the world 
(Heb. i. 2), and see if indeed He has made known the day and hour ; 
for though it was not for the disciples at that time to know "the 
times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power," "ye shall receiye power" to understand "after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you" (Acts i. 8); for "ye, brethren, are 
not in darkness that that day should oyertake you as a thief." 
(1 Thess. y. 4.) Mark the expression, — not " year," but " day." By 
reference to the law as given at Mount Sinai in Arabia, when the 
Father spoke to Moses, we find: " Thenshalt thou cause the trumpet 
of the jubilee to sound : on the tenth day of the seyenth month 
in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound through- 
out all your land" (Ley. xxy. 9), which we are taught was " a figure 
for lie time then present," " a shadow of good things to come." In 
the shadow, the trump did on the same day " sound throughout all" 
the land; hence, if the type properly represent the antitype, "the 
great trumpet" must sound throughout all the earth on the 10th 
of the seyenth month. And if at one time this worid's great 
jubilee will be proclaimed throughout all the land, the trump mnst 
not begin to sound until the 10th of the seyenth month shall have 
enyeloped the whole earth, which wUl be at the time of the going 
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down of the &un at Jerusalem on Saturday evening. As the Jews 
hegan their day ''at evening when the sun did set," this how is at 
the end of the Jewish sabbath, and commence wkh the beginning 
of "the Lord's day." The Lord's day following the sevsenth day 
of tiae week, it was called the eighth day; and Barnabas, who was 
a companion and fellow-preacher with Paul, says, "the eighth day, 
—that iS) the beginning of the other world. For which xjause we 
observe the eighth day with gladness, in ^jhich Jesus Tose froim 
the dead." (Barn. xiii. 9.) At A.D. 533, we remarked that the 1336 
days comimenced about the end of the 10th of the seventh month, 
on the eve of St. Oyporian. As " the churches weiie already adorned 
and illuminated for the festival," the hour seems to have been at 
about sunset ; hence, the 1335 days end at the same hour at which 
the 10th of the seventh month will have encircled the whole earth, 
or at which it will in all parts of the world be the 10th of the 
seventh month. The Lord " hath appointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world;" and if he "will do nothing, but he 
revealeth his secrets unto his servants the prophets" (Amos iii. 7), 
hi^ people will " see the day approaching." 

Suppose with those who turn a deaf ear to every idling which 
is nncongenial to their own carnal nature, we could admit that 
we are to iknow nothing about the time of the second comii^ 
of Christ; then they who have refused to obey Christ in searching 
^tihie Scriptures" are wiser or nearer the truth than those who have 
both day and night made the Bible their untiring and prayerful 
Study; and Paul must have been mistaken in saying, "All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable;" for l3be 
prophetic dates of the Bible, so far from being profitable, are only 
tp bewilder and j)lunge the most zealous seeker for truth into 
the grossest error. Paul must also have written an imtruth when 
he said: "But ye, brethren, are mot in darkness that that day 
should overtake you as a thief;" for they would be m as gross 
darkness .concerning the time as those on whom we "know per- 
fectly that ikS day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.'^ 
(1 Thess. V. 2.) If we are not to " see the day approaching," then the 
time to ass^nble ourselves together '' so much the more" (H0b. 
X. 25) can never come; hence, this much at least of inspiration is 
in vain. If we are unable to know when the time " is near, even 
at the door," we are unable to obey Christ ; for he has positively 
commanded us "to know." (Matt.xxiv.33.) If those who have 
received the Spirit of Christ, have it not in their "power" to know 
• 4he ;times and the seasons" of the restoration of the kingdom of 
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Israel," then tlie word of Christ has failed; for he said, "Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon yoxu" (Acts 
i. 8.) If the year of jubilee does not point out the time of the . 
great jubilee, then Paul must have been mistaken in supposing 
this was " a shadow of good things to come ;" for without definite 
time there was no jubilee. If the wise are imable to understand 
what was meant by " a time, times and a half " as used in Daniel 
xii. 7, then the word of God is untrue ; for he has declared that 
they "shall understand." If, on the condition that "thou shalt not 
watch" the signs of the times and unfolding prophetic dates, Christ 
" will come upon thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour he will come" (Eev. iii. 8), does it not follow that on the con- 
dition that we do watch we shall "know what hour he will come?" 
And if he to whom the Lord will "come in a day when* he 
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of," being 
cut asunder, shall have "his portion with the hypocrites," in 
"weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt.xxiv. 51), does it not be- 
come us to give heed to the admonition of Christ: "Watch, there- 
fore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of man cometh?" (Matt.xxv. 13.) 

A.D. 1868. Bzekiel's Seven-years War. — Ezekiel's war with 
Gog is the same with that of Eev.xix. 19, and Daniel's "time of 
trouble such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time." (Dan. xii. 1.) This war is to " be in the latter day," 
after Israel returns home (Ezek. xxxviii. 11, 16), which is at the 
time of the second coming of Christ. (Eom.xi. 26: Dan.vii. 27.) 
"The Jerusalem Targum" on Numbers xi.26 says that "Eldad 
and Medad" "both prophesied together and said:" "In the very 
end of time, Gog or Magog and their army shall come up against 
Jerusalem, and they shall fall by the hand of the King Messiah ; 
and for seven whole years shall the children of Israel light their 
fires with the wood of their warlike engines ; and they shall not 
go to the wood, nor cut down any tree." This is in harmony with 
Eev.xix. 21: "The remnant were slain with the sword of him 
that sat upon the horse," whose " name is called the word of God." 
(Eev. xix. 13.) According to a Jewish tradition, " In the time when 
<3tod shall execute vengeance for the people of Israel, he shall feed 
all the beasts of the earth for twelve months with their flesh and 
all the fowls for seven years." As Ezekiers war is with Gog, 
it cannot begin until the rise of that people called Gog. 
At present, no people on earth are known by this name. From 
Eev. XX. 8, we learn that Gog is a term applied to no particular 
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nation, but to all " which are in the four quarters of the earth," 
— that is, to all who are not recognized as the children of God 
after the second coming of Christ. It is evident, therefore, that 
' the war with Gog will not begin until after the second coming of 
Christ Though the warfare is between Gog and Israel, it is said : 
"Every man's sword shall be against his brother." What can this 
mean but that Gog and Israel are brethren according to the flesh. 
At the time of this war, " the mountains shall be thrown down" 
(Ezek. xxxviii. 20) ; and the time the " mountains were not found" 
(Eev. xvi. 21) was after the coming of Christ. 

All the prophetic dates from the time of the Babylonish cap- 
tivity to the second coming of Christ are according to the year-day 
system; but those which do not begin until after his coming are 
literal, which is evident from Eev. xx. 5 ; and it is unreasonable to 
suppose the battle with Gog will continue 2555 years;, and more 
so to suppose that they will be 207 years "burying of them;" 
hence, we understand seven literal years (Ezek. xxxix. 9), which 
beginning after the coming of Christ in A.D.1868, will end in 1875. 
From Eevelation xix., it is evident that this war is to be during 
the interval between the second coming of Christ and the begin- 
ning of the great Sabbath of rest. The saints are to " be caught 
up" "in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air" in a.d. 1868, but 
will not until 1875 enter "the holy city, New Jerusalem;" for 
though the saints are delivered before the beginning of "the seven 
last plagues," which answers to Ezekiel's Seven-years War, "no 
man was able to enter into the temple" "of God" till the seven 
plagues of the sqjren angels were fulfilled." (Eev. xv. 9.) 

A.D. 1868. The Feast of Ingathering. — " The feast of ingather- 
ing which is in the end* of the year when thou hast gathered in thy 
labors out of the field" (Ex. xxiii. 16) was a shadow of that feast 
of joy in which "thou shalt rejoice" (Deut.xvi. 14) with Christ, or 
"eat and drink" with him at his "table" (Luke xxii.30), after the 
ingathering of souls at the end of this world. (Matt. xiii. 30.) It 
commenced on " the fifteenth day of the seventh month," and con- 
tinued "seven days." (Lev. xxiii. 39.) As that which is shadowed 
forth cannot be the same with the shadow, in the antitype each 
day must be a year ; and seven years, reckoning from the 15th 
of the seventh month, A.D. 1868, end on the 15th of the seventh 
month, a.d1 1875. " On the first day shall be a sabbath." (Lev. 
xxiii. 39.) The first day answers to a.d. 1868, which is both a 
sabbatical year and the year of jubilee. "And on the eighth day 
shall be a sabbath." The eighth day synchronizes with a.d. 1875, 
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wHcli is a sabbatical year^ and the beginning of the gre^t sabbatk 
of rest. 

A.D. 1868. The Feast of Tabernacles foreshadowed that in 
which the people of God, having been delivered from the " trme 
of tronbk sudi as never was" (Daa. xii. 1), will dwell as it were 
in tabernaclefl, or in what is called " the cities of Israel" (Ezek. 
xxxix. 9) until the end of EzekieiFs Seven-years War, a^ which 
time, "the sanctuary" being cleansed, they will enter "the be- 
lov-ed ^ity" (Rev. xx. 9), " the New Jerusalem" (Bev. xxi. 2), " whose 
builder and maker is God." (Heb.xi. 10.) "On Ac first day stall 
be a holy eonvocaticm." (Lev. xxiii. 35.) The first day in the airti- 
type answers to AJ). 1868, during which there must be "a holy 
convocation,"' — that is, God will call the holy assembly of Israel." 
<*For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised. 
(1 Cor. XV. 52.) "Then w« which are alive and remain ^all be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air." (1 Thess. iv. 17.) "On the eighth day shall be a holy 
convocation unto you." (Lev. xxiii. 86.) The eight day answers 
to A.D. 1875, at which time, " the sanctuary" being " cleansed," 
there will be a holy assembly of the saints at "the holy city. New 
Jerusalem," which cometh " down from God out of heaven pre- 
pared as -a bride ad<M*ned for her husband." (Rev. xxi. 2.) Those 
who are not ready at the second coming of Christ to " go up from 
year to year," for seven "years to keep the feast of tabernacle" 
"upon them shall be no rain" of grace (Zech. xiv. 16, 17); hence, in 
the terror of the soul, they will cry unto the "mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us, and hide us from the fcioe of him Ijiat sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." (Eev. vi. 16.) 

A.D.1868. " Holy Convocations to be -proclaimed in their 
SBASOK." — ^That "shadow of heavenly things," as thrown bapk into 
the Mosaic dispensation, being " the law" (Heb- x. 1), and not the 
manner in which the Jews observed it in noticing those " patterns 
of things in the heavens" (Heb. ix. 23), we must ipsif strict atten- 
tion to the express language of the law, regardless 6f the maimer 
in which the Jews observed it. The Jews, for instance, observed 
the feast of Pentecost on the 6th of the third month, which, if we 
regard, we can never find the antitype; but if we adhere strictly 
to the language of the law, which was, that "the feast of harvest" 
be observed on the fiftieth day "from the morrow after the sab- 
bath" (Lev. xxiii. 15), we find a most sublime antitype, in strict 
harmony with every portion of the law. The high-priest entered 
the most holy ^n the 10th of the seventh month, which iE we regard 
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we will be unable to find the antitype ; but if we notice the express 
language of the law, the difficulty is removed ; for at first ik&re 
was nothing definite as to the time he was to enter, more than this ; 
" That he come not at all times into the holy place within the 
vail" (Lev. xvi. 2) ; hence, in the antitype, " He entered in once into 
the holy place." (Heb. ix. 12.) But while there was at first no law as 
to the parlaeular day on wMch the high-priest was to enter the 
njost holy, the time after this wfts, by a positive law, restricted to 
"the tenth day of the sev/enth month" (Ley..xxiii. 27); therefore, if 
" one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law till aU be 
fulfilled" (Matt. V. 18), this "shadow of heavenly things" must 
have a twofold accomplishment ; first, without, second, with, regao^d 
to definite time; and since tha* portion of this "shadow of heav- 
enly things" which is without definite time is expressly declared 
to be that of entering " the holy place," " that he come not at all 
times into the holy place," it follows that that which remains to 
be accomplished in d^nite time is his coming out to bless the 
people, which was on the day of atonement (Lev. xvi. 17); there- 
ifore, He who, without regard to definite time, has entered " into 
heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us" (Heb. 
ix. 24), will^ on the tenth of the seventh month, " appear the secona 
time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28), — that is, to "blot 
put" the "sins" of those who have been "converted" (Actsiii.l9) 
"and thus turn away ungodliness from Jacob." (Eom. xi. 26.) Con- 
eeruing the year of jubilee, there was no twofold type : the law 
hi^re was defioaite and positive : " On the tenth day of the seventh 
month," "then," and then only, " shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 
jitt>ilee to sound throughout all your land," and these holy con- 
vocations" "ye Bhall proclaim in their seasons" (Lev. xxiii.4); 
hjence, tjjiis " shadow of good things to come" can find its antitype 
?aowhere but on the 10th of the seventh month, which must be 
fojond in the forty-ninth year of the Jewish cycle ; for in no other 
was the year of jubilee proclaimed. 

AJD. 1875. Ezekjel's Seven Months. — " It shall come to pass 
in that day that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in 
Israel ;" " and seven mjonths shall the house of Israel be bearing of 
them that they may cleanse the land." (Ezek. xxxix. 11, 12.) "For 
Whold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven ; and all the 
proud, yea, all that do wicikedly shall be stubble, and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch." (Mal.'iv. 1.) "The heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
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with fervent heat ; 'the earth also, and the works that are therein 
'shall be burnt up." (2 Pet.iii.lO.) Daniel's 2300 days— at the 
end of which the sanctuary is to be cleansed — did not begin with 
the month, Abib, the first month of the sacred year, but on the 
15th of the month Nisan (Est. iii. 7), which was the embolismic 
month, as used once in three years ; and A.D. 1875 being also a 
leap year, they cannot reach the second first month, or Abib, but 
end on the 15th of Nisan ; hence, the seven months which are to be 
spent in cleansing the land, commencing with the end of the 2300 
days, on the 15th of Nisan, will end with the feast of tabernacles 
on the 15th of the seventh month, A.D.1875, on which day the 
world being 6000 years old, reckoning from the fall of Adam, the 
great Millennial Sabbath of rest will begin. 

A.D.1875. The Lord's Eelease. — Among those "patterns of 
things in the heavens," was this one : " At the end of seven years 
thou shalt make a release." (I)eut.xv. 1.) The word, "every," was 
not in the original, but supplied by the translator. K we restrict 
ourselves to the language of the law, this release is not at the end 
of every seven years, but " at the end of seven years ; hence, is 
nroperly a prophetic date. As the ten tribes of Israel were taken 
captive about the 15th of the seventh month, B.C. 681, the seven- 
years release end about the 15th of the seventh month, a.d. 1875. 
At which time the type required, saying : " At the end of seven 
years, let ye go every man his brother, a Hebrew, which hath been 
sold unto thee" (Jer. xxxiv. 14 ;) therefore, those who are ready to 
go up " to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the 
feast of tabernacles," " from year to year," for seven years (Zach. 
xiv. 16), may at that time expect a release, or they shall return 
home to "the holy city. New Jerusalem. Moses's seven times, or 
2555 years measure the same period during which the chijdren of 
Israel must remain absent from their kingdom. (Acts i. 6.) This 
in no way clashes with the fact that the year of jubilee is to be 
proclaimed seven years before ; for while the type required that 
"the trumpet of the jubilee" should sound "on the tenth day of the 
seventh month," the Jews, accol-ding to the law, had first to keep 
the feast of tabernacles before they could " return every man unto 
their possession ;" and though the saints will in A.D. 1868 " be 
caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air," they may yet 
be considered absent from their home until they enter " the holy 
city. New Jerusalem" m 1875. " And I, John, saw the holy city. New 
Jerusalem, come down from God out of heaven prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband." "And the city was pure gold like 
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tinto clear glass. '^The length and the breadth and the height of 
it are equal ;" for " the city lieth four square," being twelve thou- 
sand furlongs," or 1500 miles in length, breadth, and height. If, 
leaving one-half for those golden streets, which are as "trans- 
parent glass," we divide the remaining portion of the city into 
rooms 16 feet square, and the same in height, it would contain 
60,643,687,500,000,000 rooms; therefore, our Lord could well say: 
''In my Father's house are many mansions." If we allow but 
25 years to a generation, and could suppose that during each 
generation there had lived 1,200,600,000 persons, we would have 
only 288,144,000,000; hence, if a room of the dimensions we 
have given were assigned to every individual who has lived 
on this earth, there would yet remain in our Father's house — 
the New Jerusalem, the glorious city of our God — more than 
60,643,399,356,000,000 rooms* unoccupied. 

A.D.1875. The Wokld Six Thousand Years Old. — The 
ancient Jews had a tradition that the world would last but 6000 
years. The learned Gregory of Oxford gives us their argument, 
as follows : — " Because God was six days about the creation, and a 
thousand years with him are but as one day (Ps. xc. 4), therefore, 
after six days, that is, after 6000 years' duration of the world, 
there shall be a seventh day, or millenary sabbath of rest." In our 
Bible the same doctrine is taught : " They lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years." (Eev. xx. 4.) Paul, in allusion to this 
great Sabbath of rest, says : " There remaineth therefore a rest" 
(a keeping of a sabbath) '' to the people of God." (Heb. iv. 9.) " For 
he spake in a certain place of the seventh day in this wise. And 
God did rest the seventh day from all his works." Our attention 
is here called to the words of Moses : " God ended his works which 
he had made, and he rested on the seventh day from all his works." 
(Gen. ii.2.) The apostle thus proves this to be typical of that 
rest which remaineth " to the people of God :" " And in this place 
again if they shall enter into my r^st;" "seeing, therefore, it re- 
maineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was 
first preached entered not in because of unbelief." Paul proves 
that this rest is yet future, thus : " For if Jesus" (Joshua) " had 
given them rest, then would he not afterwards have spoken of 
another day." (Heb. iv. 4-8.) In an epistle to the Colossians, he 
again teaches the same doctrine : " The sabbath" is " a shadow of 
things to come." (Col. ii. 17.) And if the sabbath which remaineth 

* That is 60 quadrillions, 643 trillions^ 399 billions, 366 millions. 
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"to the people of God" is a period of a thousand years, those six 
days, which were in the type followed by the sabbath, must each 
foreshadow a period of equal duration; for the type must r^^e- 
sent the antitype. Barnabas, Paul's conqjanion and fellow-preacher, 
taught this same doctrine, thus : " God made in six days the works 
of Ms hands, and he finished them on the seventh day, and he 
rested on the seventh day and sanctified it. Consider, my children, 
what that sigpifies : he finished them in six days. The meaning 
of it is this : that in six thousand years the Lord God will bring 
all things to an end. For with him one day is a thousand yearsi, 
as himself testifieth, saying, Behold, this day shaU be a thousand 
yeaj!s : therefore, children, in six days, that is, in six thousand 
years, shall all things be accomplished." (Bar.xiii.3-5.) It is said: 
" All the early Christian fathers expected the advent at the termi- 
nation of 6000 years from the creation." And we will here ask, 
if God's object in the six days' creation was not to give a figure of 
the 6000 years' interval between creation and the great Sabbath 
of rest, and thus teach the time of the end, why did he employ just 
six days in creation. Could he not have spoken all into existence 
At once, as well as in six days ? Why is it mentioned, " he rested 
on the seventh day" (Gen. ii. 2), if not to point out the time of 
'' rest" which *' remaineth . . to the people of God." Are we to 
suppose that God was weary a^nd required rest? . But we are 
not left to conjecture; for Isaiah expressly mentions that the 
Lord hath declared "the end from the beginning." (Isa. xlvi. 10.) 
[See p. 60.] 

A.D.1875. The Sabbath of Rest. — "There remaineth a rest 
(a keeping of the sabbath) to the people of God" (Heb.iv.9); 
"and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years" 
Justin Martyr, born a.d. 89, says : " A certain man among us 
whose name is John, being one of the twelve apostles of Christ, 
in the revelation which was shown him prophesied that those 
who believe in our Christ shall fulfill a thousand years at Jeru- 
salem;" "that Christ shall reign personally on earth;" and that 
" all who were accounted orthodox so believed." This our Lord 
also taught : " Blessed are the meek ; for they shall inherit the 
earth." (Matt. v. 5.) John says : " We shall reign on the earth." 
(Rev. V. 10.) " TertuUian, about A.D. 180, says : " It was a custom 
for Christians to pray that they might have part in the first 
resurrection ;" for " Blessed, and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection. On such the second death hath no power ; but 
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they sliall be priests of God and of Ckrist, and shall reign wiflk 
him a thonsand years." (Eev.xx.6.) It is said that "the opinion 
that Christ was to come and reign a thousand years among, men 
had met with no opposition before the middle of the third century." 
The great Sabbath, during which the Christians shall "live and 
reign with Christ a thousand years," commencing a.d.1875, ends 
A.D. 2875. At which time " the rest of the dead" — ^those who have 
no part in the first resurrection — ^must be raised " to shame and 
everlasting contempt" (Dan.xii.2.) 



CONCLUDING EEMARKS. 

SiNOB we do not claim a new revelation, but merely aim to 
exhibit the sacred truths of our Bible, — ^that book which has been 
perused for the last eighteen hundred years, — it may now be 
asked : If these things be true, why were they not discovered 
before ? We reply : Suppose it were claimed for a volume thai 
it had been written by a certain author, would we not endeavor 
to ascertain the correctness of the assertion by comparing it 
with other productions of the same writer, and, if found unlike 
them, would we not doubt its authenticity ? In every department 
of nature, there is a law of continual progression. K the author 
of the book. of nature be also the author of our Bible, its contents 
should be subjected to the same law, and its truths continually 
unfolding. The Bible has been gradually revealing to man the 
sacred counsels of God ; and that spark — ^"the seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head" — which at first wsis almost too 
obscure to be noticed has increased in brilliancy through the 
prophetic age, as the " light that shineth more and more imto the 
perfect day." (Prov. iv. 18.) The prophets had declared the suffer- 
ings of Christ, and he had informed his disciples that he must "be 
killed, and be raised again the third day ;" "yet they knew not the 
Scriptures, that he must rise again from the dead." But when the 
proper time for them to know had come, " then opened he their 
understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures" (Luke 
xxiv. 45) ; hence, this has now become so clear that those who know 
not the way of our God are astonished at what they call the 
apostle's ignorance. So it is with the book of Daniel. In time 
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past its meaning was unknown ; but the truths therein revealed are %^ 
now so evident that we are filled with awe at their discovery being 
reserved for the present day. Again : our Lord commanded his 
apostles to " Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature ;" yet they were unable, until about seven years afterward, 
to understand they were to minister to others besides the Jews. 
And so, too, with the second coming of Christ : it was not for the 
Christians at that day " to know the times and the seasons which 
the Father had put in his own .power;" but they had the promise 
that they should in due time : " Ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you." (Acts i. 8.) 

The vision of Daniel was gradually developed. At first it had 
only been seen by the Babylonish king, and then lost in forgetful- 
ness ; but now to the wise men of Babylon its understanding became 
a matter of life and death. The people of God then gave them- 
selves to prayer, and at length to one the vision was revealed. But 
it was yet obscure, being only an image representing the kingdoms 
of the earth, and showing to the people of God that at the end of 
all earthly dominions the Lord would set up his kingdom. After 
this the vision was again revealed, when Daniel saw different beasts 
typifying those earthly powers which were to rule over the Israel 
of God, accompanied' with one prophetic date, yet nothing definite 
as to the time of the end. But in another vision he saw not only 
the same powers, but was informed what kingdoms they repre- 
sented, and received a clear prophetic date measuring the whole 
length of the vision. Afl;er this, in yet another vision, he receives 
an unbroken prophetic history extending to the coming of Christ, 
accompanied with dates pointing out the exact time of "the resur- 
rection of the just." This vision has been disclosed to man accord- 
ing to that law of gradual progression in which it was delivered 
to Daniel; hence, Paul could well say: "But ye, brethren," being 
obedient to the precepts of Christ in watching the signs of the 
times and the unfolding prophetic writings, " are not in darkness 
that that day should overtake you as a thief." Why? "For ye 
are all the children of light." (1 Thess. v. 5.) Ye have in your 
possession that book which, being the "path of the just, is as a 
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" 
(Prov. iv. 18), making known to you the time of the coming of 
Christ. (Dan. xii. 12.) 

Brethren, — ^ye who make so light of our pretensions to know 
any thing concerning the time of the coming of Christ, saying, 
" Where is the promise of his coming ? for since the fathers fell 
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asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
the creation," — are you aware that He whom you profess to love 
and obey has given us a positive commandment, both to watch out 
for, and know the time of, his coming. Having given those signs 
by which we may know it is near, he admonishes us to "watch." 
And why ? " for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come ;" 
but " when ye shall see all these things" which Christ has given as 
a sign of his coming, then he commands us to " know that it is 
near, even at the doors.? (Matt. xxiv. 33.) Now, whom shall we 
obey : those who are so wise as to pretend to know without investi- 
gation that we can know nothing about the matter, or him who 
has a right to command, saying, "Take heed to yourselves lest 
that day come upon you unawares" (Luke xxi. 34) ? It is said, so 
fer from our knowing any thing about the time, the Bible teaches 
that Christ himself did not know it. It is true that in King 
James's translation we read: "But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man ; no, not the angels which are in heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father." To which we answer: Will those who 
offer this objection deny the divinity of Christ ? — ^as much as to 
say, He who is now seated on the right hand of the throne of God 
in heaven does not know when he will return the second time to 
our earth. And if this language teaches that we can know 
nothing about the time, does it not also teach that Christ our God 
can know nothing about it ? But the New Testament was written 
not in English by King James's translators, but in Greek by in- 
spired authors ; and we have already mentioned that Macknight 
translates this place, " maketh known," — ^the correctness of which 
is evident from the words of Peter: "Lord, thou knowest all 
things." (John xxi. 17.) The word of Christ, saying, " God giveth 
not the Spirit by measure unto him" (John iii. 34), also testifies to 
the correctness of Macknight's translation ; for if that day and 
hour was unknown to him, then the spirit was given by measure. 
Paul declares that " in him dwelleth all the fullness of the god- 
head bodily;" hence, equal with the Father, in all knowledge. 
Those who "by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple," say while Christ as the Son of God knew all 
things, he as the Son of man knew not the time of his second 
coming ; but if the reader will turn to Mark xiii. 32, it will be 
seen that the Father, whom in this place, he was alluding to him- 
self as the Son of, was not the husband of Mary, but the God of 
heaven j hence, their reasoning, if of any weight, all falls into the 
opposite scale. But even if he had said, "the Son of man," how 
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absurd to say that lie knew it, and yet knew it not. We mtiBi 
therefore follow Macknight's translation: "But of that day and 
hour no man maketh known, not even the angels who are in 
heaven ; neither the Son, but the Father.'^ This text declares that 
the Father will make known both the day and hoiir ; which being 
so revolting to that carnal nature, which is " enmity against God," 
accounts for our translators having rendered it> " knoweth," instead 
of " maketh known." Our Lord here teaches that while neither 
men, angels, nor the Son, shall reveal the day and hour of the 
coming of Christ, the Father will. 

There are four books containing the law of God the* Father, as 
delivered in person to his people and recorded by Moses ; and 
there are four containing the words of Christ the Son, as delivered 
in person to his disciples, and recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke> 
and John. The remainder consists of the writings of men as 
moved by the Holy Spirit. And since neither man nor the Son 
himself is to make known the day nor the hour of the coming of 
Christ, we must look for it in the law as delivered by the Father 
to Moses; and though it was "not for" the first Christians "to 
know the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his 
own power," it is declared, " ye shall receive power aAer that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you" (Acts i. 8); for "the wise shall 
understand :" " Ye, brethren, are not in darkness that that day should 
overtake you as a thief." For though God compels none to believe 
against their will, those who are willing to receive the truth may 
"see the day approaching." (Heb.x. 26.) But, alas I "My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge" (Hos. iv. 6) ; their " shepherds 
cannot understand : they are all looking to their own way, every 
one for his gaia from his quarter" (Isa.lvi.ll): and "how can ye 
believe, which receive honor one of another, and seek not the 
honor that cometh from God 6nly ?" (John v. 44.) Wo unto you 
who are at ease in Zion, crying, " Peace ! peace ! when there is no 
peace." Since you admit you know not the time, why not t^e 
the admoiiition of Christ: "Watch, therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come" ? Why not believe his word 
when he says : "If therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee ?" Have you, who are shielding yourselves from the 
coming wrath under the consolation that you know not the time, 
examined the awful doom of that servant to whom his Lord shall 
come "in an hour that he is not aware of"? Hear the word of 
Christ : " If that evil servant shall say in his heart, My llord de- 
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layefch his coming, and siiall begin to smite Ms fellow-servants, and 
to eat and drink with the drunken, the Lord of that servanl; shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that 
he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his 
n<»iion with the hypocrites : there shall be weepmg and gnashing 
of teeth." (Matt. xxiv. 45-51.) 

Boast not that you do not sip the intoxicating draught: — 
" They are drunken, but not with wine ; they stagger, but not with 
strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit 
of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes : the prophets and your 
rulers, the seers hath he covered. And the vision of all is become 
unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver 
to one that is learned, saying, Bead this, I pray thee ; and he 
saith I cannot; for it is sealed." (Isa.xxix. 9-11.) 

Are you, who so much despise the prophetic dates which point 
out definite time, aware that you are rejecting the time of the 
second coming of Christ in the same way that the Jews deny Jesus 
to be the Christ? When they were compelled either to reject the 
dates which pointed out the time of the coming of their Messiah, 
or admit that Jesus is the Christ, they pronounced a curse upon all 
who meddled with prophetic dates, saying, "May their soul be 
confounded who compute the times ;" on Which Dr. Clark re- 
marioi: "They were fully aware that the time foretold by the 
prophets must be long since fulfilled, and that their obstinacy must 
be confounded by their own history and the chronology of their 
own scriptures; therefore they have pronounced an anathema on 
those who shall attempt to examine by chronological computations 
the prophecies that predict his coming. Who can conceive a 
state of wilful blindness or obstinacy superior to this ?" We may 
reply : . In those who reject prophetic dates which are much clearer 
than those rejected by the Jews, we discover a blindness greater 
than that which Paul declares had come upon that people ; for in 
rejecting their Messiah, the Jews had only to close their eyes to 
three clear prophetic dates. Will those who reject the definite 
time of the second coming of Christ, refuse to see a much clearer 
lights or more than four times three prophetic dates ? 

Under that typical dispensation, all who acted the more noble 
part, in that they " searched the scriptures daily to see whether 
th^e things were so," entered into rest through faith in Christ ; but 
those who trusted to the benighted wisdom of man, saying, "Have 
any of the rulers believed on him ?" perished because they knew 
not the time of their visitation. (Luke xix. 44.) 
15 
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In the dajRiof Noah;:all that were saved knewfte very day: 
"Yet tevea days and I will cause it^ to ram upon tke earth forty 
days aand fo^ty nights'' (Gen. yiL 4) ; hut those who would latot he* 
Ueve the poreaehing of Noah, were lost "for laek of knowledgo;'^ 
and " as the days oi Noah were, so shaU also the cojoomg of the 
Son of man be." (Matt. xxiv. 87.) In the parable of the good main 
we are admonished to know not only the day, but the very hour : 
''K the good man oi the house had known in wh»l» wateh the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would not have suil^ed 
his house to be brokeo up." In allusi<m to thia^ we aare admonished : 
" Be ye also ready;," thab is, in the same manner in which the good 
man should have been by knowing in what "watch the thief would 
come." The reason urged as to why we should " watch" the B>\gaB 
of the times and unfolding prophetic dates,, ip order to know th© 
time is : " for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
Cometh." (Matt. xxiv. 44.) And, true to the lette? it i^ all who 
£^use to listen to the admonition, " Search the scriptures/' and 
also the preceptt of Christ, " Watch, for ye know not when the 
time is" " tMnk nof^ of hisi coming during this generation in whid|b 
Christ has declared that he will come; for they say there must be 
at least the interval of a thousand yeaars; making the word erf 
Christ strictly true : " In such an hour as ye think not the Son o£ 
man cometh." These words are also verified in the case of those 
who by faith " see the day approaching ;" for we now see that the 
©matting erf Christ will be at a time which we thought he wo^dd not 
come, until we saw it mirrored forth in the word of God, who coau- 
mands us, saying, "Call no man your father upoa the earth;" b^ 
" Search the scriptures ;" " and what I say unto you, I say unto 
all, Watch,*' " lest coming suddenly, he fin4 you sleeping"^ (Mark 
xiiL 36, 37) " Watch ye, therefore, aad pray always that ye may 
be accounted worthy to escape all those things that shall come to 
pass and to stand before the Son of man." (Luke xxi. 86.) 

And now, brethren, since you and I must soon appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, let us remember — Oh, forget it not — ^the 
carnal mind,, so much of which yet remains in our nature, being 
"enmity against God," he who has wo^ that living feith which ena- 
bles him to " deny himself and take up his cross and follow Christ," 
even to the hating as it were of "his own life" (Luke xiv^ 26^ can- 
not be so regardless of popular opinion,, as to throw himself a 
living sacrifice into the hands of Christ and resolve,, with Paul, to say 
" I am pure from the blood of all men, for I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God." Since it requires faith 
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almost transcending any thing human, to proclaim a doctrine 
which is so much despised, in that it cuts asunder every tie that 
binds to earth, and the truthfulness of which is so soon to be 
tested. We know that those whose faith is a mere assent to the 
religion of their fathers, cannot preach the glad tidings of the 
glorious coming and kingdom of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; yet may we not hc^ that they will have charity 
enough to bear with one to whom "a dispensation of the gospel 
is committed ?" " for necessity is laid upon me ;" " yea, wo is unto 
me if I preach not" this gospel : "for I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it but by the word of Jesus Christ." (Gal. 
i. 12.) Therefore, silence on my part would be to deny our Lord ; 
for that same word of inspiration which enables me to receive 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Mary, that meek and lowly Nazarene, 
as my Lord and my God, taught me to believe in the coming and 
reign of Christ. 

Should you, whom the Lord has set as " watchmen unto the house 
of Israel," feel the solemn and awful responsibility resting upon us 
to sound the alarm "and warn the people" (Ezek. xxxiii.3), "think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trials which are to try you as 
though some strange thing had happened unto you, but rejoice inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings" (1 Pet. iv. 12); for 
the doctrine of the second coming of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
is not more unpopular than that entire svhmission to Christ as 
preached, in the apostolic age. An assent to the religion of the 
day, in which one may live, always was and always will be popular; 
but since "the carnal mind is enmity against God," it is impossible 
that the religion of Jesus can ever become popular in this sin- 
polluted world. Since He, whose servants we profess to be, was 
rejected of men, we must expect to share the same fate (John 
XV. 20); yet, regardless of the opinion of men, we should not 
shun to declare "all of the counsel of God." 
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DIAGEAM OF HOSEA'S TWO DAYS. 



B.C. 



A.D. 



681 



820 



1320 



2820 











1868 




80 








1000 




1000 


8000 






2000 


• 







EXPLANATION OP DIAGRAM. 

B.C. 681 is the time the kingdom of Israel was destroyed (p. 78), 

and 2000 is the two days of Hosea. (p. 82.) 
A.D. 1320 is the end of Hosea's two days ; and line 8000 shows 

that the third day ends A.D. 2320. 
A.D. 1868 is the time at which in the third day the Lord ** will raise 

us up, and we shall live in his sight." (Hos. vi. 2.) 
A.D. 30 is the time our Saviour was casting out devils in Hosea's 

first day. (Luke xiii. 32.) 
A.D. 320 is the end of Hosea's first day ; and line 1000 is the morrow 

or second day, ending A.D. 1320 ; and 1868 the time at which 

Christ will be perfected in the third day. (Luke xiii. 32.) 
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DIAGEAM OP THE LAST GENERATION. 



A.D. 



1780 



1848 



1864 1868 



1880 





21 








88 




100 





EXPLANATION OP DIAGBAM. 

A.D. 1780 is the time of the darkening of the sun (p. 24) ; and line 
100 shows that this generation, beginning with the darkening 
of the sun, ends A.D. 1880. (See p. 27.) 

Aj). 1868, being the year of jubilee in which Christ must come, 
shows that it will be within the limits of this generation, begin- 
ning with 1780. 

A.D. 1843 is the time the " midnight cry" was proclaimed; and line 
21 is the twenty-one years during which the people of God 
must continue in mourning. (See p. 209.) 

A.D. 1864 is the time at which those who have continued twenty- 
one years in perusing "the little book" (Eev. x. 9), and in prayer 
to God shall have an " understanding of the vision." (Dan. x. 1, 2.) 
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EXPLANATION OF DIAGRAM. 

3.C. 488 is tTie time of the going forth of "the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem" (see p. 121) ; from which line 
483 reaches " unto the Messiah, the Prince" (Dan. ix. 25), who 
was "born King of the Jews" in the fifth year before the Chris- 
tian era. (See B.o.5 and p. 58.) Line 2362 is Daniel's "time, 
times, and a half," extending from b.c. 488 to a.d. 1875. (See p. 122.) 

B.C. 426 is the time at which the Persian power commenced pushing 
for the slaughter of Daniers people (See p. 167) ; and line 2300 
commencing with the beginning of the vision, ends A.D. 1875. 
(See B.C. 426.) Line 490 is the 70 weeks which, being cut oft' 
of the 2300 days, end in A.D. 65. (See p. 168.) 

B.C. 406 is the time of the completion of the wall (see B.C. 406) ; 
and line 434 is the period after which the Messiah was cut off. 
(Dan.ix.26.) 

is the Christian era. All to the left of which is before, and all 
to the right after, the Christian era. 

A J). 30 is the year of *the crucifixion, (p. 193.) 

A.D. 65 is the beginning of the war at Jerusalem ; and line 7 is the 
^'xme week" during which the tsoyenant was confirmed {a.d. 72)- 

A.D. 70 is the time at which "the sacrifice and oblation" ceased 
'*in the midst of the week." (a.d. 70.) 

A.D. 72 is the end of the war at Jerusalem, and end of the one- 
wedc covenant. (See a.d. 72.) 

A.D. 533 is the^me at which " the abomination that maketh desolate" 
was set up {see A.D. 533); subA line 1290 is the length of time 
until the end of which the wise shall be unable to understand 
what was meant by the expression, "a time, times, and a half" 
(Dan.xii.7); and line 1335 reaches to 1868, at which time 
Daniel will stand in his lot. {Dan.xii. 12.) 

A.D. 629 is the time at which Mohammed commenced tramjmng the 
holy city under foot (see A.D. 629); and line 1239 is John's 
42 months, ending 1868. (p. 208,) 

A.D. 1823 is the end of the 1290 days ; hence, the beginning of the 
time of the end, during which " the wise shall understand.^ 

A.D. 1868 is the beginning of that great jmbilee in which aH pro- 
phetic dates center ; and 7 is Ezekiel's Seven-years war, or the 
"time of trouble such as never was ance there was a nation 
even to that same time." (p. 214.) 

A.D. 1875 is the time at which the sanctuary will be cleansed and 
the beginning of the great Sabbath of rest. (p. 217.) 
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EXPLANATION OF DIAGRAM. 

B.C. 4126 is the beginning of creation ; and line 6000 shows that 
the world will be 6000 years old, A.D.1875. (p. 59.) 

B.C. 1571 is the time Israel entered the promised land after seven 
times' chastisement (p. 63); and line 2555 also represents the 
first seven-years service of Christ for his Church, (p. 64.) 

B.C. 1563 is the first jubilee (p. 65) ; and line 3430 shows that the 
seventieth jubilee will end a.d. 1868. (p. 67.) 

B.C. 681 is the time the ten tribes of Israel were taken captive 
(p. 78); and line 2555 shows that Moses-' seven times end in 
A.D. 1875. (p. 79.) The second line of 2555 is the year of re- 
lease (p. 81) ; the third is the antitype of Jacob's seven years 

. (p. 64.) 

B.C. 583 is the great jubilee passover (p. 86) ; and line 7 shows 
that the antitype of the seven days of unleavened bread ends 
B.0.576. (p. 88.) 

B.C. 576 is the sabbatical year as shadowed forth by the seventh 
day of unleavened bread ; and line 2450 is the great Sabbath of 
sabbaths, including the fiftieth jubilee (p. 92), as shadowed forth 
by the seven sabbaths including the fiftieth day. (Lev. xxiii. 16.) 

B.C. 534 is the time of the jubilee " sabbath of rest imto the land ;" 
and line 2401 is the sabbath of sabbaths, ending in the jubilee 
sabbath of 1868. 

A.D. 1868 is the forty-ninth year of the Jewish cycle ; hence, the 
year of jubilee and line 7 show that the antitype of the feast of 
tabernacles (p. 216) and ingathering (p. 215) end A.D. 1875. 
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LIST OF ECLIPSES OP THE SUN AND MOON. 

BY WHICH THE COBBEOTNESS OF OUB CHBONOLOGT IS ESTABLISHED. 

S, fbr Bim ; M, Ibr moon. 

B. c. 755 S July 16, mam., 7h. 5m., total, in Samaria, the end 

of Jeroboam's 41 y^ars. Amos viii. 9. 
" 721 M March 19, aft., lOh. 34m., total, at Babylon, first 

year of Mardoc Bmpad. 
" 721 M September 12, morn., 6h. 53m., 6 dig., at Baby- 
lon, first or second of Mardoc. 
« 720 M September 1, aft., lOh. 18m., 2^ dig., at Babylon, 

the second of Mardoc. 
« 649 S Jane 19, mom., lOh. 9m., lat. 35, long. 40, total, 

during a battle between the Modes and Lydi- 

ans. Herod. 
" 549 S June 19, mom., 9h. 30m., total, at Jerusalem ; a 

sign of the ruin of the city. Jer. xv. 9. 
« 523 M July 16, aft., lOh. Om., 8 dig., at Babylon, in the 

seventb of Camby«es. 
" 603 S June 21, aft;., 4h. 18m., total at Larissa, in Media, 

wh«n Cyrus took the city. Xenophon. 
" 602 S June 21, aft., 4h. 18m., total, at Rages, wlien Cy- 
rus begasi to overthrow the eastern world. Isa. 

xiii. 10. 
« 502 M November 19, aft^ lib. 5ni., 4 dig., at Babylon, 

the twentietli of Darius the First. 
« 491 M AprU 25, aft., Ilk 49m., 2f dig., «t Babylon, tJie 

thirty-first of Darius the Pirst. 
" 457 S Dec. 16, morn., 9h. 15m., total, at Celaenae, when 

Xerxes left to invade Greece. Herodotus. 
'^ 455 S May 31, morn., 9h. 30m., 7^ dig., at the isthmus 

in Greece, the second year of the Persian War. 

Herod. * 

'" 455 S May 31, morn., llh., total, in Asia. 
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B.C. 481 S Aug. 8, aft., St. 54m., 11 dig., at Athens, " first year 
of the Peloponnesian War." Thucydides. 

" 424 S March 21, morn., 7h. 51m., 11 dig., at Athens, the 
eighth year of the war. Thucydides. 

" 418 M Aug.27,aft.,llh.51m.,10Jdig.,at Athens, the nine 
ieeBfth year (rf the w^. T1mcyXd&B. 

** 406 M April 15, aft., lOh. 40m., total, at Athens, the thirty 
48ixth y.ear of the war. Xenaph^m. 

" 404 S Sept. 8, mom., lOh. Im., 7 J dig., at Athens, tha laid 
year of the war. Xenophon, ^ 

894 S Aug. 14, mom., 9h. Om., 11 J dig., in Boeatie,— ^" th 

form of the crescent of the moon." Xenophon, 
^1 M Sept. 20, aft., ^.Om., total, "eleven days before Ihe 
battle of Arbela." PJutcun^, 

^ 218 M Sept.1, aft., eh. 30m^ total, "the third year of the 
140th 01ymj)iad." PolyUus. 

" 201 M Sept. 22, aft., 7h. 5m., 10} digits, at Alexandria, begin- 
ning 25m. after 5; moon rose at six; "eclipse 
began abo^ half an houj before she rose.'' Ptolemy. 

" 200 M March 20^ mom., Ih. 22m., total, Athens. 

" 200 M Sept. 12, mom., 3h. Om., total, Athens, finst year of 
tiie Macedonian War. Ptolemy. • 

" 188 S July 17, mogo., 7h. Sm., total, at Eome; "a fearftil 
plague;" "prayer ofer^d up three 4ays to a^^rt 
the evil." Livy. 

** 174 M May 1, morn., 2h. 54m., 5 digits, at Athens, "the sev- 
enth y«ar of Ptolemy Philometer." PtoUmy. 

" 168 H June 511, aft., 8h. Om., total. "End of thd Macedo- 
nian War." Livy. 

« 81 S August 20, aft., 6h. 30m;, 11 J dig., at Eome. * Great 

eclipse." Struyk. 
^ S M ^September 16, aft., Ilia. Bm^ totaJ, at Jerasal^n 
before the death of Herod. Josephua. 
JL. D. 14 M April 4, morn.^ 2h. 30m., total, at Rome before the 
death of Augustus. EuseMics. 
^ 15 M September 1€, aft.,«h. ^Om., 8 dig., at Borne, af 

ter the death 43f Augnetus. Tacitus. 
^ 69 M Oct. 18, aft., lib. 25m., 9 dig.^ at Rome, "the 

year before the destruction of Jerusalem." Tog- * 
itus. 
^ 95 S .May 22, morn., 4b. Mm., ^ dig.^ at Ephewis. 
Ferguson's tables make no eclipse here. 
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OHRONOLOaiOAL TABLK 







f 




1 

180 


4126 
3996 
3891 
3801 
3731 
3666 
3504 
3439 
3252 
3070 
2470 
2469 
2467 
2432 
2402 
2368 
2338 
2306 
2276 
2247 
2042 
2041 
1611 




130 

105 

90 

70 

65 

162 

65 

187 

182 

600 

1 

2 

35 

30 

34 

30 

32 

30 

29 

205 

1 

430 


1 

i 

;§ 

187 
369 
969 


Creation of man..^... ••• •.•.•....••••• 

Adam's age at the birth of Seth • 


Gen. i. 27 

T.3 


235 
325 


Seth's age at the birth of Enos - 

Enos's age at the birth of Calnan , 


T.6 
T.9 


395 


Gainan'a aire at the birth of Mahalaleel 


T.12 


460 


Mahalale^l's asre at the birth of Jared...... ......... 


T.16 


622 

687 


Jared's age at the birth of Enoch 

Enoch's age at the birth of Methnsaleh ,.... 


T.18 
T.21 


874 


Methnsaleh's age at the birth of Lamech 


T.25 


1056 


Lamech's age at the birth of Noah .•••.•••••.• 


T.28 


1656 


Noah's affe at the beffinninflr of the Flood.. 


vii.6 


1657 


The Flood.. ..••..... •••• 


via. 13 


1659 
1694 


Shem begat Arphaxad two years after the Flood, 


xi.lO 
xi.l2 


1724 
1758 

1788 


Salah's age at the birth of Eber ^ 

Eber's age at the birth of Peleg — 

Peleg's age at the birth of Ben... .••...... 


xi.l4 
zi.l6 
xi.lS 


1820 
1850 
1879 


Ren's age at the birth of Serug 

Serug's age at the birth of Nahor 

Nahor's ase at the birth of Terah...... 


xi.20 
xi.22 
zi.24 


2084 


Terah's aire at his death 


xi.32 


2085 
2515 


Abraham went to Canaan ^ 

The sojourning of the Helve ws. «N.«,r 


ActsYii.4 
Kx.xil.40 
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^ 
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OB O 
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is* 






2515 
2516 
2517 
2521 
2554 
2555 
2556 
2561 
2562 
2563 
2579 
2580 
2597 
2598 
2605 
2606 
2612 
2645 
.2646 
2661 
2663 
2664 
2743 
2744 
2763 
2764 
2803 
2804 
2808 



1611 
1610 
1609 
1605 
1572 
1671 
1570 
1665 
1664 
1563 
1547 
1546 
1529 
1528 
1521 
1520 
1514 
1481 
1480 
1465 
1463 
1462 
1383 
1382 
1363 
1362 
1323 
1322 
1318 



1 
2 
3 
7 

40 
41 
42 
47 
48 
49 
16 
17 
34 
35 
42 
43 
49 
33 

34 

49 

2 

3 

33 

34 

4 

6 

44 
45 
49 



1 
2 
3 
7 
40 
1 
2 
7 
8 
9 

25 

1 

18 

1 

8 

9 

15 

48 

49 

64 

66 

67 

146 

147 

166 

167 

206 

207 

211 



1 
5 
38 
39 
40 
45 
1 



1 
8 
1 
7 

40 
1 

16 

18 

1 

80 
81 
100 
101 
140 
141 
145 



Israel in the wildemess 40 years.... Josh. y. 6 

The second passoyer obseryed... ... ... Num. ix. 3 

Caleb's 45 jears oommenoe Josh. xiy.lO 

First sabbatical year Ex. zzi. 2 

Death of Moses Deat.zxziy.7 

Joshna's 25 years • p. 67 

Sabbatical year.. p. 65 

End of Caleb's 45 years. 

Diyision of the land , Josh. ziy. 6 

First year of Jabilee Josh. zziL4 

Joshna's death. 

Anarchy 18 years.^ p. 68 

End of anarchy. 

Seryitnde 8, and Judges 450 years... p. 68 

End of 8 years seryitnde. 

Rest 40 years..... Jndg. iii. 11 

The second jnbilee. ^ 
End of 40 years rest. 

Second seryitnde, 18 years iii. 14 

Third jnbilee. 

End of second seryitnde. 



1 

80 
1 

20 
1 

40 
1 
5 



Rest 80 years with which the 
Era of Ehnd begins p. 69, 71 



Third seryitnde 20 years Jndg. iy, 3 

End of third seryitnde. 

Rest 40 years y.31 

End of 40 years rest. 

Fourth seryitnde, 7 years tL 1 

Tear of jubilee. 
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218 
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235 


22 


302 
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243 
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319 
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320 


254 


1 


329 


259 


9 


326 


200 


1 


382 


266 


7 


333 
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342 


2711 


10 


3fd 


277 
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360 


284 
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351 
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f 1 


890 


924 


40^ 


391 


325 


' 1 


480 


SM 


4tf 


481 


865 


1 


450 


384 


29 
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396 


12 




397 
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2810 
281k] 
2659 
2891 

2888 
2954 
2979 

2877 
2896 



1^6 
li8flS 
1296< 
1295 
1278 
1272 
1250 
1249 
1228 



2809 1227 



2906 



1220 



M^6 1210 



2917 



1209 



2922 1204 



2923 



1203 



S»29 1197 



2^30 
2939 
2940 
2947 
2948 
2987 
2988 
302r 
3028 
3947 
3048 

dOM 

3060 



1196 
U87 
1186 
1179 
1178 
1139 
1138 
1900 
1098 
1079 
1078 
1067 
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BUctf ftMurtH servitodov 

B6it lUidM Qideon 40 jetOB.^. Jo^ Tlfi#28 

Sa^atiOAl year. 

itbimeieofa nlgned 3 jeatn...— isr28 

Bad of iLbim9l!«oh'9 reigtik^ 

T^ft judged iKtttel 33 je9M. ..». • aL 2 

Bad^ oi Tsifli's' )mdg#8lup» 

JaU judged laartfel 22 jeaMlb x.8 

Bttd el Xoii^ jadgethip. 

Vitth eefTit«de 18 yeanlw* s. 8 

Ydas ei jttbUee. 
BiMl oi flilfa seryittfde. 
Jephthah j ttdged Israel 9 yean^ xlf. 7 

End el Jepmiiah's jadgeiliipi 
Ibsiail judged Israel 7 yeiMi..*.* 1^9 

B&d of Ibsaii'd jadgeshifw^ 
Eton jndged Israel 10 jMrs.... zILlI 

Sad of EloB^s jadgethip^ 
I Abdoii jndgedi Israel 8 years.*. xif^l4 

Bisa of Abdou^s judgeship; 

fittaeth; sorTHude 40 year». ziii I 

tt&d of sfisth etorvitade. 

Eli judged Israel 40 yeaniv 1 ^it. if; 19 

Sitd of Bli*s jfudgeship. 

fferevtli sorviiade 20^years tli 2 

Bad oi Paul's 490 years. «» Se^KO. 16^ 

^onaot jttdge<l 12 years.. .Jofe.%uTi.o.i^*s.9 

ttfd <tf Samuel's judgesMp. 

Saul v^gaed 40 years.... •>.....•• Aotfr^ili 21 
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ftidof Sairi'steigii. 
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437 
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Da^d reigned 40 yews.. .-.. 2 Sam. y, 4 
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1026 
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48 
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SkunP B soa reigned 3 years to 2 Saou ii. 10 
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1004 
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Tlud jnWee...* .m....- See b«q. 1024 
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BnAof David's reign. 
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Sokwion ifdigned 40 jears^ 4 lS:tagiii.42 
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41 
42 
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SolMnon Ucgan to build the 
temple in the 480tli year of 
tke era 0f Shnd.. ...... ...^.... p. 60 
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48 
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The House dedicated in the 7th 
month in the year of jubilee p. 72 
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p Bod of Solomon's reign. 
£ Jeroboam reigned 22 years..l Kings zir. 20 
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( Rehoboam reigned 17 yaars. xir. 2) 
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Bud of Reheboam's reigm. 
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Al^jam reigned 3 years. .^ zr. 1,2 
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Bndof Ab^am's redgn. 
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Asa redgnod 41 years *♦•....• xr. 9» 10 
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Nadaib reigned 2 yeani...«^ zr. 25 


3202 


924 
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Bnd of Nadab's reign. 
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Baaaha reigned 24 years ,- xv. Sa 
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Sabbetioal year «.« •»«...2 Chrosw xv. 10* 
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Blah i^ignad 2 yeara*......« 1 Kings xtI. 8 
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Bnd of the reign of Klah. 
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Tihni and Qmri reigined 3 years xrt ^ 
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807 
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1 
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Titoi died... ^....^ xvi 22 


3230 


Omri reiened 12 years...... *...- xvi. 2a 
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Basaha reigned 1 year.. ««.... ,% Chron. xyi. 1 


3837 
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. 37 
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Ahab reigned 22 years..... aKingaxyi.2^ 


n^ 
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Bnd of the reign of Aaa. 
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Jehoshaphat reigned 26 7'r8.1King8x^i.42 


3242 


884 
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Sabbatical year ^.. See p. 73 
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31 
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Abaiiah reigned 2 7ears....l Kings xxii. 61 
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2 
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22 
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♦2. Jehoram reigned 2 years 2 Kings i. 17 
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Jehoram reigned 12 years... iii. 1 
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Jehoram reigned 8 years viii. 16, 17 
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16 
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End of Jehoshaphat's reign. 
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20 
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Ahaziah reigned 1 year. yiii. 26 ; iz.29 
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866 
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End of Jehoram*s reign. 
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C John reigned 28 years z. 86 
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(Athaliah reigned 6 years. . xi.3 
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49 
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Athaliah slain. zi. 16 


3277 


( Sabbatical vear zi. 4. 5 


3298 


( Jehoash reigned 40 years. zii. 1 
Year of jubilee. 


3299 
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Jehoahaz reigned 17 years... ziii. 1 


3313 
3314 


818 
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16 
16 
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Jehoash associated With his 

father. 
Jehoash reigned 16 years.... ziii. 10 


8315 
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End of Jehoahaz's reign. 
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Amaziah reigned 29 years... zir* 1, 2 


8329 


797 
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End of Jehoash*s reign. 
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Jeroboam reigned 41 years.. z1t.23 
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29 




End of Amaziah's reign. 


3345 
8366 


781 
770 


5 
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47 
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12 




Amaziah fled to Lachish, and 

there remained 12 years..2Chron.zzy.27 
Death of Amaziah. 
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Azariah reigned 52 year8...2 Kings zv.1,2 


3370 


756 
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23 


41 
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End of Jeroboam's 41st year. 
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Eclipse of the sun..... Amos yiii. 9 


3393 


733 
732 


4 
6 


46 
47 


28 
6m. 




37 
38 




Jeroboam's death... See p. 77 


3394 


Zaohariah reigned 6 months. 2 Kings zr. 8 
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731 
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Imo. 
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Shallam reigned 1 month. .2 Kings xy. 13 
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Menahem reigned 10 years. 


XV. 17 


3404 


722 
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48 
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Tiglath Pileser reigned 27 
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years ..... ........... 

Mardoc Empodus reigned 12 
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10 
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years. 
Pekahiah reigned 2 years. 


XV. 23 


3407 
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End of Pekahiah *s reign. 
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Pekah reigned 20 years. • • • 


XV. 27 
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Jotham reigned 16 years. . . 


XV. 33 


3424 
3425 
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701 
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28 
29 


*17 
18 


16 
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.17 
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21 
22 


Ahaz associated with his 

father. 
Ahaz reigned 16 years 


xvi. 1,2 


3427 


699 
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31 
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24 


End of Pekah 's reign. 
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Hoshea began to reign in the 

20th year of Jotham ,^ . . 

Shalmanezer reigned 15 


XV. 30 
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years. 
27,280 families taken from 

Samaria. 
Marduk Baladan reigned 12 
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13 
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years. 
Hoshea's 9th year com- 
menced 

Hoshea reigned 9 years more 


xvii. 11 
xviii. 10 
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44 


*3 
4 


15 
16 
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Hezekiah associated with his 

father. 
Hezekiah reigned 29 years. 


xviii. 1, 2 
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War against Marduk Bala- 
dan. 
War against Samaria. 


xviii. 9 
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The second year of the war. 
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End of the Kingdom of Is- 
rael in the jubilee. 

Sennacherib 8 and Esarhad- 
don 13 years. 

Captivity under Sennacherib 
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Sabbatical year. .......... Isa 


k xxxvii. 30 
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Sennacherib slain , 


ir« •«»^m4&¥A*« %^^^ 
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Merodach Baladan 


xxxix. 1 


3456 


670 
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Elibus the second time. 
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16 
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Media, 6 years p. 84 

Kingdom of Media. 

Deiocee reigned 53 years Herodotas 

End of Hezekiah's reign. 

Manasseh reigned 55 years 2 Ch. zxxiii. 1 

ChyniladonuB reigned 22 years. • • , Ptolemy 

Nabopalassar reigned 29 years. . • • Berosus 

Eclipse of the moon Ptolemy 

Ead of Deiocee's reign. 

Phroots reigned 22 years • • . Herodotas 

End of Manasseh *8 reign. 

Amon reigned 22 years 2 Ch. xxxiii. 21 

End of Amon's reign. 

Josiah reigned 31 years, .•••••••• xzxiv. 1 

End of Nabopalassar 's reign. 
Saracus reigned 10 years. 

Jeremiah's 23 years Jer. zxy. 3 

Nabopalassar reigned 21 years Ptolemy 

Cyaxares reigned 40 years Herodotas 

The great jubilee passover • . See p. 86 

The holy convocation Lev. xxiii. 7 

2d day of unleavened bread Lev. xxiii. 6 

3d " of unleavened " 
4th " of •« " 

5th" of " " 

6th" of " "" 

7th *« of holy convocation bread. xxiii. 8 

** The morrow after the Sabbath " xxiii. 15 

Death of Josiah 2 Ghron. xxxv. 24 

Jehoahaz reigned 3 months xxxvi. 2 
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Jehoiakim reigned 11 years.. 


2 Gh.zxxyi.5 
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End of Nabopolassar's reign. 
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Nebncliadnezzar 43 years.... 


Ptolemy 


3565 


561 


1 


22 


*8 


6 


25 




^In the 8th of Jehoiakim... 


See p. 98 
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( The 70 y *rs service began 


Jer. XXV. 11 
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The 70 yr'B captivity began 


p. 103 
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Zedekiah reigned 11 years 


xxxvi.ll 
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The 30th year See p. 106, Ezek. i. 1 
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bbatical vear 


See p. 110 
p. 113 
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End of Cyaxares's reign 


p. 109 


3581 


545 


3 


38 




21 


1 


16 


Astyages reigned 35 years... 


Herodotus 
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Year of jubilee 


See p. 114 
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End of Nebuchadnezzar's 
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reign. 
Evil-merodach 18 years 


Josephus 
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Evil-merodach*s exile 


See p. 118 
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Neriglissar reigned 4 years. 


jBerosut 
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23 
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End of Astyages* reign. 
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Cyrus reigned 29 years 


Herodotus 
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End of Neriglissar's reign. 
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Labosordacus 9 months 


Berosus 
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Belshazzar reigned 17 years 


Berosus 
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The 7th year of Evil-mero- 

dach's exile 

Death of Evil-merodach. 


See p. 119 
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20 
21 


70 


En 

68 


d of the kingdom of 

Babylon 

Darius reigned 2 years.. 


p. 119 
p. 120 
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45 
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End of Darius*s reign. 




3638, 
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23 




70 


End of 70 y'rs captivity. 


p. 121 
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8638 
3689 
3641 
3642 
3644 
3645 
3647 
3648 
3649 
3650 
3651 
8653 
3661 



3665 
3667 
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461 
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23 
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27 
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29 
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7 
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17 
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2 


18 
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19 
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20 
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12 
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22 
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21 


15 


31 


3 


24 


18 


S4 
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26 


20 


36 



00|59 

I . 

58*60 



£ Ezra's first of Cjrrus and fiara i. 1. 

( Beginning of Daniel's 69 w'ks. See p. 121 
C Cambyses associated with 
( his father, and reigned 7 j'rs p. 148 



p. 150 
p. 151 
p. 151 
p. 154 



End of Cyrus's reign. 

Gambyses inyadeth Egypt 

Death of Cambysts 

The reign of Darius ... 

£ End of 70 years indignation 

( in the ^ year of Darins Zaeh. i. 12 
End of 70 years mourning... See p. 154 

The temple finished Bara yi. 15 

The battle of Marathon See p. 154 

Eclipse of the moon p. 155 



Xerxes associated with his 

father 

Death of Darius. 



p. 155 



OLYMPIC GAMES. 

The Olympic games, like that of the Sabbatical year, is an important cycle in 
establishing the correct chronology ; for example, the year Xerxes invaded Greece 
(see p. 156), and after passing the 105th Olympiad, or B.C. 360, the number of the 
Olympiad alluded to by historians may be considered reliable ; hence, becomes an 
important era. But when we go beyond B.C. 360, they are of no worth in chro- 
nology, save that of a cycle of four years without any regard either to the number 
of the Olympiad, or the person recorded as victor in a given one ; for Plutarch in- 
forms us that the ** register of the Olympiades was first published by Hippias 
about the 105th Olympiad, which was done from no certain materials." (Isaac 
Newton^ s Chronology^ p. 47.) Hence, B.C. 360 may be considered the epoch of the 
beginning of the Olympiads ; and as we would have nothing in our Tables of 
Chronology that cannot be considered reliable, we — omitting the number — ^have 
only given the cycle down to the 105th Olympiad, with which we commence to 
record the number. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHBONOLOGICAL TABLE. 



246 



^S 



P-.. 
p* 



s-g- 


1 

Hi* 
CD 






q2 
S'2. 


H 

3§* 
PB 

o 



3668 

3669 

3670 

3671 

3680 

3688 

3689 

3695 

3700 

8703 

3708 
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3795 

3802 

3803 

3809 

3810 

(J814 

3821 
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423 
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360 
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335 
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o31 
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323 

317 

316 

312 

305 
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1 
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2 
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111 
2 
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2 

114 
2 
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2 
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4 
13 
21 
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12 
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20 
32 

1 

46 

46 

1 

21 
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Xerxes reigned 21 jears.. 
Bolipse of the Ban 



Xerxes invaded Oreeee in the 10th 

after the battle of Marathon... 

Sclipae of the snn * • 

Artaxerxes associated with his 
father, and reigned 41 jears... 
End of Xerxes's reign. 

The reign of Artaxerxes 

Ezra went np to Jerusalem 

Beginning of Daniel's 2300 days 
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Daniel's 62 weeks commenced 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED. 
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Begmning with 
Begixming ynth 
Beginniiig with 
Begixming with 
Beginning with 
Be^^nning with 
Beginning with 
Beginning with 
Beginning with 
Beginning with 
Be^ning with 
Beginning with 
Beginning with 

The above table shows the earliest begmning of each sacred 
month. The beginning of the sacred year or any month in the 
year may easily be obtained thus : In an almanac, for the given 
year, find the time of the first new moon after the twentieth of 
March, to which add seven hours and thirty minutes, and you will 
have the time of the new moon at Jerusalem. To which add two 
days, and you will have the day with which the first month of 
the sacred year begins. For example: by reference to your 
almanac, for 1864, I find there will be a new moon on Aptil the 
6th, at forty-one minutes after eight in the morning, to which I 
add seven hours, and thirty minutes, thus : 

D. H. M. 

April 6. 8. 41. 



Abib— Exod.13: 4. 


Imo. 


Zif— IKings^: 1. 


2mo. 


Siyan— B8th.8: 9. 


8mo. 


Tammuz— Esek. 8 : 14. 


4mo. 


Ab. 


5mo. 


Blul— Neh.6: 15. 


8mo. 


Ethanim— 1 Kings 8 : 2. 


7mo. 


Bui— 1 Kings 6 : 38. 


8mo. 


Chisleu— Zech. 7 : 1. 


9mo. 


Tebeth— B8th.2: 16. 


lOmo. 


Sebat— Zech. 1 : 7. 


llmo. 


Adar— Esth. 3 : 7. 


12mo. 


Nisan— Esth. 3 : 7. 


Imo. 



March, the 22d. 


SI 


April, the 2l8t 


30 


May, the 20th. 


31 


June, the 19th. 


30 


July, the 18th. 


31 


August, the 17th. 


31 


September, the 15th. 


30 


October, the 15th. 


31 


November, the 13th. 


30 


December, the 13th. 


31 


January, the 11th. 


31 


February, the 10th. 


28 


March, the 11th. 


81 



7. 



30. 



16. 
12. 



11. 



April 6. 4. 11. 

This example gives us eleven minutes after four in the afternoon 
of April the 6th, for the time of the new moon at Jerusalem. On 
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the evening of the 7th, the moon may be seen ; hence with the 8th 
of April the first sacred month begins. This being seventeen days 
later than the time, as given in the table, we have only to add 
seventeen days to the time as given in that table, to find the begin- 
ning of any sacred month for this year; and, in the' same way, 
you may learn the time of the beginning of each month for any 
year. For example, the seventh month begins with the fifteenth of 
September, to which, if we add seventeen days, we have thirty-three; 
and if from this we subtract the thirty days, as given at the right of 
the table, we have the 3d of October for the beginning of the 
seventh month, thus : 

To September the 15th 
add J7 

32 
from which subtract _30 

and we have the 2 of October 

The sacred months being lunar, they commence with the new moon ; 
(1 Sam. XX. 24-27,) hence, once in about three years, it was neces- 
sary to add an intercalary month. Yet the first month always 
followed the cycle of twelve. But if the barley harvest was not 
ripe as early as the fourteenth of this month, they could not, ac- 
cording to the law, keep the Passover. (Levit. xxiii. 10.) And if 
they could not keep it, "according to all the ordinances thereof,*' 
they must keep it on the fourteenth of the next month. (Num. ix. 
12.) But the month in which the national Passover was observed, 
was never called the second. "This month shall be the first month 
of the year.'* (Ex. xii. 2.) Hence, in leap-years, there were always 
two first months. The first, or embolismic month, was called 
Nisan ; the next, which was always the first month of the year, 
was called Abib ; that is, the moon which synchronizeth with the 
"new ears of corn." These two first months are mentioned in 
(1 Chron. xxvii. 2, 3.) 

In order to distinguish these two first months the one from the 
other, the Jews of the present day call the intercalary month the 
thirteenth, but in the Bible both Abib and Nisan are called first 
months, hence we never read of a thirteenth month. 

At the year B.C. 130, says Josephus, "That festival which we call 
Pentecost did then fall out to be the next day to the Sabbath." 
(Jose. Ant. B. 13, c. 8, s. 4.) And by calculation we learn that 
li^entecost of that year did fall on the next day after the Sabbath, 
that is on Sunday the 17th of May, and the Passover occurred on 
Friday the 27th of March, old style, which was the 25thy new style. 
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This proves that in the chronological portion of this work, we have 
properly arranged the sacred months as used by God's holy writers ; 
hence proven by astronomical demonstration the year of the 
crucifixion. It also proves that the barley-harvest did, at that day, 
ripen about 15 days earlier than at the present time. 

Since Antichrist, exalting "himself above all that is called God,*' 
has assumed the authority "to change times and laws," (Dan. vii. 
25,) the method of reckoning time, as used in this country, is entirely 
of heathen origin. God's sacred calendar, as used by his people 
for the first four thousand and five hundred years, or before the 
rise of Antichrist, was not written in almanacs in an obscure 
language, unintelligible to the larger portion of Adam's race. But 
written upon the vaulted canopy of heaven where, as "a declaration 
of times and a sign of the world," (page 5,) it can be seen, known 
and read by all men, even from the least to the greatest. In this 
celestial and never erring calendar the sun and moon give the 
length both of the "days and years." (Gen. i. 14.) As soon as the 
moon recedes far enough from the sun for it to throw a small ray 
of light upon her disk, and thus, as it were, write one upon the page 
of this celestial calendar, the first day of the month begins. When 
this daily increasing ray of light covers one half of the face of the 
moon, it is the seventh day of the month. And when she appears 
entirely round it is the fourteenth day of the month. Hence the 
age of the moon ig always the day of the month. For example, 
"the second day of the month," is the second day of the moon's 
age. (1 Sam. xx. 24-27.) And since the word month means 
moon, (page 59,) how grossly absurd to say the "forty-two months" 
or moons of Rev. xiii. 6, are 1260 days. 

As a clock cannot keep with the sun — it will sometimes be fifteen 
minutes before, and at other times fifteen minutes behind the noon- 
mark — so with the lunar year, it sometimes commenced fifteen 
days before the sun entered Aries, and at other times fifteen days 
after. But both the clock and moon keep solar time ; for the first 
sacred month must always synchronize with the ripening of the 
barley-harvest, (Lev. xxiii. 10,) therefore, the Jewish average, or 
solar year consisted of 365 days ; while their common year consisted 
of 854 ; and their embolismic, or leap year, of 383 days. But it is 
impossible for the sacred year to come in again after a cycle of 
just 360 days. Hence the absurdity of reckoning 360 days to the 
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CONSIDER THE VISION. 

It affords us mucli pleasure to be enabled in this, the second 
edition of our work, to say that the deep and growing anxiety to 
search the Scriptures, which this, our labour of love, is now cre- 
ating in the mind of our heavenly Father's children, declares the 
truthfulness of the word of God ; saying, " The wise shall under- 
stand.*' Indeed, when brethren in their epistles to us use lan- 
guage like this: "I do thank God that he has raised you up to 
give the light of the time of the end," we conclude that the wise 
are even now beginning to understand. And when they add, 
" Oh how good it seems to find one who is willing to tell the truth 
on the time of the coming kingdom," we are encouraged to believe 
that they are also willing, renouncing the doctrines and traditions 
of men, to declare the glorious gospel of the coming and kingdom 
of our God. 

But while we are thus encouraged on the one hand, we have the 
pain of heart on the other, to see the heedless indifference of those 
who, while they bear the name, yet love not our Lord, exhibiting 
the solemn and awful truth of that which was revealed to Daniel, 
saying, "None of the wicked shall understand." There are others, 
who, while they are much interested in the subject of prophecy, 
having the mind trained more to that of following the opinions of 
other people, than that of acting the more noble part, in that they 
examine for themselves, and " Search the Scriptures daily to see 
whether these things be so;" are yet following the old beaten path 
of those, who wrote while the book of Daniel, being yet sealed, 
could not be understood. This calls for a brief review of our work, 
in which we wish to arouse the luke-warin to the indisputable im- 
portance of obedience to our God, who has commanded us saying, 
"consider the vision." (Dan. ix. 23.) In order to which, the first 
thing necessary for new beginners, is that they examine thoroughly 
that which is the key to the opening of the whole matter : we mean 
Daniel's 69 weeks. And this we are positively commanded to un- 
derstand. "Know, therefore, and understand." (Dan. ix. 25.) In 
our introductory remarks, and again on page 54, we have observed, 
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that while the book of Daniel remained sealed, no man was enabled 
to make any sense of this. 

But finding that it is so hard to prevail on men to examine that 
which to them appears a little obscure, we will here add another 
diagram, exhibiting at one View some of the difficulties and confu- 
sion into which our fathers have been involved in meddling with a 
sealed book. Hoping, by this means, to enable all to see and know 
that the book of Daniel which was once sealed is indeed now open. 

DIAGRAM OF CONFUSED CONJECTURES. 

B.O. B.C. B.C. B.O. A.D. A.D. 
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We call the above a diagram of confused conjectures, because it 
exhibits the conjectures of those who, before the time of the end, 
attempted to meddle with that which, our God, in his wisdom, 
thought proper to close up and seal. 

636 is what was considered the first of Cyrus, when the book 
was yet sealed. And line 483, as extending from this to 53, shows 
that Daniel's 69 weeks, according to that chronology, would end in 
B.C. 53; or 48 years before the birth of Christ; hence the impos- 
sibility to make any sense of the vision of Daniel, while the book 
remained sealed. 
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458 is the seventh year of Artaxerxes, from which the 69 weeks 
have generally been reckoned, while the book of Daniel remained 
sealed. And line 483, will show that they thus reckoned, would 
end in a.d. 26; which overshoots the time of the birth of Christ 
about 30 years. 

423 is ihe second year of Darius Nothus, from which others 
reckon the 69 weeks; and line 483 shows that what they thus 
reckon would end in a.d. 61 ; which is 65 years after the birth of 
him who was " born king of the Jews." Dr. Hales, as we have 
mentioned on page 14, makes them end in a.d. 65 ; that is 69 
years after the appearing of "The Messiah the Prince." 

445 is the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, from which some 
reckon them; and line 483, shows that they would thus end a.d. 
89 ; or 43 years after the birth of Christ. By cutting thirteen 
years off from the reign of Xerxes, they have thus been made to 
end as early as a.d. 26. 

458 is the seventh of Artaxerxes; and line 434 shows that, ac- 
cording to the method of commencing the 62 weeks with the 69, 
they would end B.C. 24 ; that is, 68 years before the crucifixion. 
Hence Prideaux and others have been under the necessity of bor- 
rowing seven weeks, or 49 years, from the 69 which Daniel was 
informed was to be reckoned to the Messiah the Prince ; and by 
thus splicing out the 62 weeks, they have been enabled to come 
within about seven years of a.d. 83 ; at which time they say our 
Lord was crucified. 

Daniel's express language is this, "After threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off," but those who thus borrow the one 
week make it after 69 or 70 weeks : and is the Bible of any worth 
to him who can assume the authority thus to add to or diminish 
from it at will. Well did Professor Stuart remark, " I am fully of 
opinion that no interpretation, as yet published, will stand the test 
of thorough criticism. May some expositor fully adequate to the 
task speedily appear." And if that which was once so obscure and 
perplexing to the Christian world, has now become the clearest 
evidence in all the Bible, in proof that Jesus is the Christ the Son 
of God, are we not compelled to admit that that which was once 
sealed is now an open book. 

483 is the thirty-second of Artaxerxes, or the time of the com- 
pletion of the wall; and line 434 shows that the 62 weeks, at the 
end of which the Messiah was to be cut off, would end in a.d. 2, or 
28 years before the crucifixion. The dates as given at the foot of 
the diagram, called a correct diagram of DanieVs vision^ exhibits to 
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the reader how plain and simple these things now appear ; which, 
while the book was yet sealed, was but a confused mass of conjec- 
tures. For an explanation of this portion of the diagram, see on 
page 231. 

It will be seen from our diagram, that about 48 years were as 
near as our fathers were able to make a single date in the vision 
of Daniel reach its proper place, while the book remained sealed; 
and even after using their own choice as to the king in whose reign 
they would have the 69 weeks commence, about thirty years were 
as near, as with all their straining they could make a single date 
reach its proper epoch ; and even after being under the necessity 
of borrowing 49 years, they yet want seven years to r^ach the 
time at which they suppose the Messiah was cut oflF. This diagram 
at one view exhibits the erroneous foundation on which the so- 
called Millerite doctrine of 1843, and all other theories that have 
ever pretended by Daniel's prophetic dates to point out the time 
of the coming of Christ rest. Bdt, strange to tell, men have be- 
come so accustomed to following the opinions of the fathers, as to 
be still unwilling to exchange this confused mass of erroneous con- 
jectures, for the clear light which is now beaming forth from the 
newly opened book of God's sacred volume of truth. So far as we 
are individually concerned, we have never had but one opinion ad 
to the beginning of Daniel's 69 weeks. From the time we first 
turned our attention to the vision of Daniel, we have always be- 
lieved that they can be commenced no where else, but with " the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem," 
as issued in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia. This was our 
reason for rejecting the opinion of thc>se who expected the advent 
in 1843. This is our reason for believing that that which was once 
sealed is now an opened book ; and this is our reason for believing 
that the coming of our Lord is at hand. It is so clearly taught in 
God's sacred volume of truth that Daniel's 69 weeks are to be 
commenced with the first of Cyrus, that we were unable to receive 
the Bible as the book of God, until we had by astronomical demon- 
stration exposed the error of Ptolemy's canon. But we are sorry 
to find so many, who have not yet learned to distinguish the word 
of God, from that which is but the opinion of men. While the 
book of Daniel remained sealed, our fathers were excusable in 
holding views which are now so clearly erroneous. But can we, if 
obedient to Christ, who forbids that we call any man " father upon 
the earth," turning a deaf ear to the voice of reason, dishonor our 
\jod so much, as to prefer that confused mass of the conflicting con- 
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jectures of men, to the clear authority of the word of God ? I re- 
ceived a letter from a friend. Many and various were the conjec- 
tures as to its contents; but after the letter was opened, we, for- 
getting those uncertain conjectures, supposed that one word, as 
written there, was worth more than all of our former opinions. 
Now bear in mind that the Bible is either the book of God, or it is 
not. If it is, then the book of Daniel was " Closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end;'* hence, however plausible may have been 
the opinion of those who wrote before the time of the end, it could 
not have been more than conjecture. Then, does not reason say, 
leaving that which was but the opinion of men, we should, in 
obedienge to our God, "Consider the vision?'* Reader, if we 
could prevail on you duly to examine these things, and honor our. 
God so much as to "consider the vision,** you would be compelled 
to admit that that which was once sealed is now an open book. 
Read again what we have said concerning the matter from page 7 
to 15; also from page 48 to 57, and page 121. Do not be satisfied 
with what we have said, but like Thomas, who, being unable to 
receive the testimony of ten beloved brethren, would see and know 
for himself, so it becomes you to know for certain whether 
these things are so. This you will be able to ascertain if you will 
take your slate and pencil, making each calculation for yourself; and 
thus master the subject. Remember that it is to the honor of God that 
his people learn to know that which he has declared, " The wise shall 
understand.** If, obedient to the voice of heaven, you can exercise 
faith enough in the word of God, to "Know and understand, that,'* 
from "the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince, (was) seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks;** you will discover that, from the first 
of Cyrus, king of Persia, to the birth of Christ, there were but 
483 years, hence that which was once a sealed is now an open 
book. For, according to Ptolemy's canon, which our fathers 
thought was "not to be receded from for the authority of any 
writing whatsoever," it was 536 years; hence no man was able to 
make any more sense of the book of Daniel, than you can of the 
contents of an epistle before you open it. ♦ 

Now examine thoroughly our table of chronology as though you 
had no confidence in what we may have said concerning the mat- 
ter, examine each portion for yourself, make all the calculations, 
see if we have made a mistake ; for, if it be true, as taught by the 
first Christians, that the great Sabbath of rest begins at the end of 
six thousand years from creation, this is something worthy of our 
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attention. Notice in the first place, that we have so adjusted the 
Sabbatical year with our table as to prevent the possibility of a mis- 
take except by complete cycles of seven years. But remarkable it 
is, that while we had this error detector as a safeguard, all of the 
dates came out so exact, that we could not thus detect the error o^ 
a single day; we then so adjusted the Jubilee with our chronology, 
as to prevent mistake, except by complete cycles of 49 years. As 
an additional proof of its correctness, we have also adjusted with it 
the reign of the kings of Babylon, Persia, Egypt, and Borne. Af- 
ter which, we have by astronomical demonstration proven its strict 
correctness. And can you, after giving the matter a fair investiga- 
tion, continue, with "the last days' scoffers,*' to ask, "Where is 
the promise of his coming ?" Can you honestly say, that " Since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning?" (2 Pet. iii. 4.) Are you not compelled to admit this 
much, that the book of Daniel, which was "shut up soii sealed till 
the time of the end," is now open? 

But what was the object of God in those things ? Why was this 
book thus sealed up until now? This claims the most serious. and 
prayerful attention of every lover of truth. Remember that we 
are commanded by the God of Israel, not only to "consider the 
vision," but to understand: "Understand, Son of man! for at 
the time appointed, the end shall be." Says the " Herald of 
Life," we stated nearly twenty years since, that "if the days in 
Daniel's vision are symbols of years, the 1385 would end between 
1864-68 ; and we have repeatedly said, if the 2300 days are years, 
they would end about 1877. Yet none of those points have ever 
yet been demonstrated to our mind as so certain, as to form a basis 
for faith ; at least it is but an opinion, which may be true, or may 
prove to be an error." In reply to this we first call attention to 
what we have said at the year B.C. 425. And in addition to what 
we have said there, we here ask : if you draw a map of the world, 
what is your scale of miles, but divisions representing miles ? yet 
when those equal divisions are applied to that of which your map 
was but a picture, they are no longer mere divisions but real miles. 
Now Daniel in his vision did not see those kingdoms which were to 
have rule over his people, but only saw those beasts of earth which, 
as symbols, represent those kingdoms; hence if the 2300 days 
have any resemblance to the other portion of the vision, it is as 
absurd to say that they are to be understood as so many literal 
days, as to say that that which was figured forth by the ten horns 
is to be accomplished in the existence of ten literal horns on the 
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head of a beast. Language is intended to convey ideas, and in 
order to understand a given writer, it is not enough to know the 
meaning of the words which he employs, but also to notice how he 
uses those words ; whether he is speaking in a figurative or a literal 
sense. For example, our Saviour says, "My sheep hear my 
voice ;" did he mean a literal flock of sheep, or his disciples ? Now 
you admit that Daniel only saw symbols of that which is real ; but 
if the 2300 days, which constitute the most essential portion of the 
vision be literal days, then they are no longer symbols of any 
thing. It is said, " the ten horns" "erre ten kings ;** (Dan. vii. 24,) 
but you do not understand Daniel to mean that the ten horns he 
saw were real kings ; you say they only represented ten kings. 
But how do you know? Daniel did not say so; his express lan- 
guage is " the ten horns'* " are ten kings." You say, but common 
sense teaches us this. But why not employ the same method of 
reasoning in regard to the 2300 days. Does not common sense 
also teach that 2800 days cannot span the duration of the vision, 
which, beginning with the kingdon of Persia, has not yet reached 
its end ? Since it is expressly said, " I have appointed thee each 
day for a year," (Ezek. iv. 6,) why may not the 2300 days be symbols 
of years ? Daniel was told, saying, " Shut thou up the vision," that is 
the vision of the evening and the morning, or the 2300 days, (Dan. 
viii. 26,) but if they be literal days, in what way have they been 
shut up ? Have not all the world, from the time Daniel first wrote 
his vision, always understood them to be literal days ; and if they 
were supposed to be literal days, do not the words of Daniel, say- 
ing, "But none understood it," (Dan. viii. 27,) prove that they 
are not literal days ? While the book of Daniel remained sealed, 
those who had not duly " considered the vision," not noticing that, 
if the eight horns represented eight kingdoms, the 2300 days must 
be symbols of 2300 years, they were greatly perplexed in that it 
was impossible for 2300 literal days to span the vision. To remove 
this difficulty. King James' translators have added these two 
words, concerning and mcrifice ; making the text read thus : " How 
long shall be the vision, concerning the daily sacrifice, and the 
transgression of desolation ?" which has led many to suppose that 
the 2300 days are to be limited to that portion of the vision which 
tjoncerns the Jews' daily sacrifice. At the year B.C. 425, we have 
clearly exposed the error of adding these words. And since the 
only reason that can possibly be oifered in support of the literal 
day system, is furnished in the fact, that man has assumed the au- 
thority to add to the word of God, although positively forbidden to 
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do so, " Ye shall not add unto the word of the Lord your God," 
(Deut. iv. 2,) is it not strange that those who claim to be Chris- 
tians should yet contend for it ? 

If you allow us the privilege of thus adding tP the word of God, 
we can so corrupt the Holy Scriptures as to cause the Bible to 
cease to be a revelation to man. For example: by adding one 
word, the word "not," we ca^ destroy the commission. Thus: 
"Go ye *not' therefore, and teach all nations." But if we could 
only prevail on the Christian to yield obedience to our God so much 
as, regardless of the conflicting conjectures of men, duly to "consider 
the vision," we could, even upon the supposition that our transla- 
tors were justifiable in adding these words, yet prove, that the 2300 
are as properly days of years, as the 175 were " days of the years 
of Abraham's life," which he lived, (Gen. xxv. 7.) Which is clear 
when we consider the matter thus : Daniel having seen nothing in 
his vision concerning the Jewish sacrifice, and nothing having been 
said about that, the only way any reasonable man can conclude 
that the word sacrifice may be supplied is, that the vision being 
something concerning that people who were at that time offering a 
daily sacrifice, they conclude thjat where the word daily is used, 
daily sacrifice is to be understood. And now we appeal to the bet- 
ter judgment of every reasonable man. If the only reason for 
adding the word sacrifice is, that those whom the vision immedi- 
ately concerned were at that time offering a daily sacrifice, does it 
not follow that the 2S00 days, which you admit must measure that 
portion of the vision which immediately concerns the daily sacri- 
fice, must commence with the day on which the vision began to con- 
cern that people who were at that time offering the daily sacrifice? 
Does this not prove that the 2800 days cannot commence at a later 
date than that of the beginning of the vision? Is not this positive 
jproof that the 2300 are days of years ? Pause a moment, think 
.again, "consider the vision;" if this be not positive proof, how 
can you prove anything ? And will the editor of the " Herald of 
Life" yet say that this has not "been demonstrated to our mind 
as so certain as to form a basis of faith ?" Well did our Lord say, 
^*When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" 
Header, consider this point well, before you go farther ; we had 
better understand one portion of God's word well, dian carelessly 
^un over the Bible ten thousand times, understanding nothing. 

Remember, we are not only commanded to "consider the vision," 
i)ut me are jpositively commanded to understand it. " Understand, 
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Sen of man ;" and why should we understand ? " For at th^ 
time appointed the end shall be/* 

To him who will consent duly to "consider the vision/' we can, 
in another way, and that as clearly as that twice four are eight, 
show that the 2300 cannot be a period of time less than 
about 1800 years. Thus, everybody knows, that the temple, the 
house of God, which wa-s called the "Sanctuary," (2 Chron. xx. 8,) 
was destroyed in A.D. 70 ; and from that, to the present day, both 
the people of God, and his Sanctuary, have been trodden under 
foot by the Gentile world; and the 2300 days must span the time 
during which " both the Sanctuary and the host is to be trodden 
under foot." (Dan. viii. 13.) Now the force of this undeniable au- 
thority cannot be evaded by saying that this was accomplished by 
Antiochus; for he did not destroy the temple; neither can you 
make it appear that this is something future ; for, "Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles until the time of the Gefitiles be 
fulfilled," (Luke xxi. 24 ;) " it shall never be built," (Isa. xxv. 2 ;) 
hence no other temple or sanctuary is to be " thus trodden under 
foot." But the 2300 days bfeing given in answer to the question, 
" How long the vision !" not only span the time during which "the 
Sanctuary and the host are to be trodden under foot," but must 
measure the whole duration of the vision, commencing with the 
pushing of ihe ram during the reign of the kings of Persia ; 490 
years being cut off from the 2300 days, was accomplished at the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem ; for the seventy weeks was 
that period of time, as allowed for the existence of Daniel's people, 
and "holy city," before the beginning of the desolation: this 
leaves 1810 to be accomplished after the beginning of that war 
which laid the city in ruin. 

Let it be borne in mind that it is now a settled question among 
the learned that the word, as rendered " determined," (in Dan. ix. 
24,) has the one single meaning of "cut off;" that it means this, 
and nothing else ; and the last period of time, as mentioned in the 
vision of Daniel, was that of the 2300 days ; hence, according to 
the law of language there is nothing else to "cut" the "seventy 
weeks" off from but the 2300 days, and if ?t is impossible to cut 
490 years off from 2300 literal days, is this not positive proof that 
they are to be understood as years ? Or, if you prefer King James' 
translation, then you must admit that the seventy weeks is a period 
cf time as "determined upon," both Daniel's "people and holy 
city," and during the time as allowed for the continuation of that 
people and city they must continue to offer their daily sacrifice, for 
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with the ceasing to offer their sacrifice they cease to be Daniers people. 
Hence, if the 2800 days is to span that portion of " the vision" which 
concerns both their " daily sacrifice and the transgression of deso- 
lation/' they must be a period of time longer than that of the 70 
weeks. Now, I ask, if we have not proven that the 2300 days are 
symbols of years, how are we to prove anything ? If the voice of 
reason is not to be heard, how can you prove that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God ? But though every reasonable man who has 
" considered the vision," is compelled to admit that the 2300 days 
are symbols of years, some contend* that they must have a second 
fulfillment in literal days : whether this be correct we cannot tell, 
where the Bible is silent, I prefer silence too. 

As a passing remark we might say this much : the 2300 days 
being given in answer to the question, " How long the vision V* we 
are unable to see how they can ever have a second or literal fulfill- 
ment, in»so many literal days, until the vision has a second or lite- 
ral fulfillment in that of a literal goat coming upon "the face of the 
whole earth," and meeting and breaking the two horns of a ram. 
We confess that we are unable to see how the vision of Daniel can 
have a second fulfillment, unless Christ is a second time to be cru- 
cified; for the little horn, waxing " exceeding great," magnified 
himself even to the Prince of the host, (Dan. viii. 11,) that is, the 
"Prince of princes," (viii. 26;) who "shall be broken" by him, 
(xi. 22,) or was "cut off," being crucified at the end of 62 weeks 
from the completion of "the wall," (ix. 26.) But whether this is 
to have a second fulfillment or not, one thing is certain, it cannot 
be before the end of the gospel dispensation, for, in order to a se- 
cond fulfillment it must " cast down" the place of his sanctuary," 
(viii. 11,) that is, Jerusalem (Ps. cxxxii. 13; Zech. i. 17;) which, 
being destroyed by the people of the Prince, must continue " to 
be trodden under foot," (viii. 13,) "until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled, (Luke xxi. 24.) 

'The Advent Herald, in alluding to our work, says, " It enters 
very fully into the chronological argument, and in summing up the 
chronology of the world, closes the six thousand years from crea- 
tion in A. D. 1875. In reaching this result, the author with a bold 
hand attacks the venerable canon of Ptolemy, which has been re- 
ceived by nearly, if not quite, all former chronologists, as the basis 
of all chronological computations, from th^ era of Nabonassar. 
With what justice he has departed, we are not at present prepared 
to give an opinion." 

In answer to this, as to whether we were justifiable in leaving the 
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company of those, who, as "blind leaders of the blind," were fol* 
lowing Ptolemy, a heathen astronomer, we have only to refer the 
author to (Dan. ix. 25,) where our God, forbidding us to dishonor 
Christ, our "head,'* so much as to make any "man,'* far less a 
heathen writer, our covering, (1 Cor. xi. 4,) commands us to " Know 
and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, 
shall be seven weeks and three-score and two weeks." As to the 
particular person commanded to do this : " Thus saith the Lord, to 
his anointed, even to Cyrus ; calling a ravenous bird from the East, 
the man that executeth my counsel from a far country." " He is 
my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, even saying to 
Jerusalem, thou shalt be built ; and to the temple, thy foundation 
shall be laid ; he shall build my city, and he shall let go my cap- 
tives." (Isa. xliv. 28.) And now, whether you attribute this to my 
ignorance, or some mental weakness, I must frankly confess that 
I, having more confidence in the word of God, than the conjectures 
of a heathen writer, cannot say with Prideaux and others, that 
" Ptolemy's canon is not to be receded from for the authority of no 
writing whatsoever." You admit that the vision of Daniel was to 
be " closed up and sealed until the time of the end." Now, think 
for a moment, "I speak as unto wise men, judge ye what I say." 
What, but the errors of Ptolemy's canon, " shut up the words and 
sealed the book to the time of the end ?" (Dan. xii. 4.) If the 
error in Ptolemy's chronology was not the seal as placed on the 
book of Daniel, why is it that the book of Revelation is not sealed? 
Is it less mysterious than that of Daniel? In the same article, the 
Advent Herald* continues thus : "In reference to the 1290 and 1835 
days of Daniel, the author has fallen into the same error, as we 
believe with many others, that of assigning the * daily * to be 1st, 
Persia, 2nd, Greece, 3rd, Rome, each of which governments was an 
annual power, until the Justinian code was established in 533, and 
became a permanent power, and established the supreme power of 
the pope over the church ; and this papal power under this au- 
thority is the abomination which maketh desolate. We object to 
this, that it is a pure assumption not susceptible of proof, that these 
are meant by the daily, or abomination which maketh desolate. 
And an assumption is not a sure foundation on which to build a 
theory. No matter how plausible the assumption may be, if it is 
not proved, it is still unsafe. Aside from this, so far as we have 
examined, it is an able w(5rk." In reply to which we answer, if 
" all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
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doctrine," Daaiel mnst by the word " daily," have meant some 
thing ; and that something, could not be the Jewish sacrifice, for 
that could not in battle array meet an armed force ; neither has 
there ever been " an host " or " M*lned force" given against the "Jew- 
ish si^crifice." (Dan. viii. 12.) Neither can the word "he," as used 
by Paul, have refer^ice to the Jewish sacrifice, (2 Thess. ii. 7.) 
Indeed, to say that by the expression "daily," Daniel meant 
either the Jews* sacrifice, or anything else, save that continued suc- 
cession of kingdoms as seen in the vision, is a digression from that 
universal and only rule by which we can ever understand the mean- 
ing of any author, either sacred or profane ; we mean the rule of 
learning the meaning of an author by noticing the subject on which 
he is treating ; the context and general scope of the subject. For 
example: it is said, "the rough goat is the kingdom of Grecia;" 
but what rough goat ? According to the rule by which you make 
it appear that Daniel meant the Jews' sacrifice, we can never tell 
what he meant ; but let us read the context, and notice what Dan- 
iel said before this, then all is plain. I now understand him to 
mean the goat as seen in the vision. And now, if you can consent 
to be governed by the same rule, you must admit that Daniel, in 
using the word " daily," could have meant nothing else but that 
<5ontinued succession of kingdoms as seen in the vision. Instead 
of " daily," the proper rendering of the word is, "continual." Now, 
after Daniel had seen that vision, in whidi he saw nothing concern- 
ing the Jewish sacrifice, but a continued succession of king- 
doms, followed by a little horn, called "a vile person," or "the 
transgression of desolation," he heard this question asked : " How 
long the visicm,*' not a part, but the whole vision,—- both that of 
" the continual, and the transgression of desolation, to give both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot." And now 
we ask how could he, according to the law of language, have under- 
stood imything else but that continued succession of kingdoms as 
seen in the vision. Or, if you prefer the word "daily,'* we have 
on page 170 mentioned that the expression " daily sacrifice," is not 
to be found in the Bible, and so far from the torm " daily," being 
expressive of the Jewish sacrifices and offerings, even if placed 
in connection with the word sacrifice, it would so restrict it to one 
particular ordinance that it could no longer convey the idea of their 
sacrifices in general. But since the very power by which those king- 
doms as seen in the vision were governed and controlled was that 
of a " daily council," (1 Mac. viii. 15,) they may properly be called 
"the daily." And since they committed their government to one 
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man bvbrt year, who ruled over all their country, (1 Mac. viii. 
16,) they were according to the year-day system, literally and 
truly "the daily" ruling power of those kingdoms as seen in the 
vision. 

We wish now to see if, from a due consideration of. the vision, 
we cannot show with absolute certainty the time of "the beginning 
of the 1290 days. If our translators are correct in adding the 
word sacrifice^ then there is but one epoch from which any reason- 
aJble man can think of commencing them — which is, "the 17th 
day of the fourth month, Tammuz ; Sunday, July the 16th, A. D* 
70 ; for that was the time at which the dailt/ sacrifice did cease ; 
for down to that time, those whom the vision concerned, continued 
to offer the daily sacrifice ; and since that time they have never 
been able to restore it, nor will they, until the times of the Gentiles 
• be fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 24.) But since, so far from "the abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate," being at that time set tip in " The 
temple of God," (2 Thess. ii. 4,) Jerusalem, "the place of his sanc- 
tuary, was cast down," (Dan. viii. 11 ;) this cannot be that to which 
Daniel had reference. As an additional proof that by the expres- 
sion daily, Daniel could not have meant the Jewish daily sacrifice, 
we ask, can the Jewish sacrifice, as some military power, meet an 
armed force in battle array ? Then it cannot be that to which 
Daniel had reference, for "an host was given him against the 
daily;" not against those who observed the daily sacrifice, but 
against the "daily." (Dan. viii. 12.) Now, this is positive proof 
that by the expression "daily," w« are not to understand the Jew- 
ish daily sacrifice ; for even upon the supposition that a host of 
military power could stand* up against their daily sacrifice, history 
proves that this has never been done ; for, so far from the Roman 
army opposing the offering of the Jewish daily sacrifice, they did all 
they could to have it continued, " and almost compelled those sacri- 
fices to be still offered up to God." (Josephus.) 

But a "host was given against the daily," to which Daniel had 
reference; which force of "arms" "shall take away the daily," 
(Dan. xi. 31,) and that, in a combat so heavy as to " pluck up by 
the roots," (Dan. vii. 8,) three divisions of the Roman empire. 
Hence, by the expression "daily," as used by Daniel, we are not 
to understand the Jewish daily sacrifice ; but that "daily" "re- 
proach," or heathen persecution, as alluded to by the Psalmist : 
" the tumult of those that rise up against" the people of God, which 
was increasing "" continually," (Ps. Ixxiv. 23;) for this was "the 
daily" which Daniel expressly mentions as having seen in his 
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vision; while he is silent as to having seen anything concerning 
the Jewish daily sacrifice. 

Paul, at least, cuuld not have understood Daniel to mean the 
Jewish daily sacrifice ; for what Daniel calls " daily,'* he alludes to as 
speaking of a person ; thus : 



Danibl. 

" And shall take away the daily; and they 
shall place the abomination that maketh de- 
solate." (Dan. xi 81.) 

" He shall speak grea^ words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out tLe saints of 
the Most High." (Dan. vii. 26. 

" But he shall be broken without hands." 
(Dan. viiL 25.) 



Paul. 
** He who now letteth wiU let, until he b« 
taken out of the way. 

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming." (2 Thess. 
iL 7, 8.) 



Is not this positive proof that Paul did not understand Daniel to 
mean the Jewish daily sacrifice ? Now, bear in mind, that the 
means by which this host was given against the daily, or continued 
succession of kingdoms, as seen in the vision of Daniel, was, " by 
reason of transgression;*' which could not have been before the 
day of Constantine ; for, before his day, the " arms" of a military 
power were not formed "by reason of transgression." But, since 
he, claiming a new revelation from heaven, assumed the authority 
to give that sword to the peaceable lambs of Christ, which they can- 
not use without being in open rebellion against God, large armies 
have been formed " by reason of transgression." And true to the 
letter it is, that this host, which, "by reason of transgression," 
thus "falling away" from Christ, (2 Thess. ii. 3,) was given into 
the hand of the prince who stood up against the continued suc- 
cession of kingdoms, as seen in the vision of Daniel. And these 
"arms" — ^that is, this armed "host,** which was formed "by rea- 
son of transgression,** — stood on the part of Antichrist; and 
did "pollute,** not the temple, but "the sanctuary of strength,*' 
(Dan. xi. 31,) or church of the living God, by reversing the laws 
of Christ. And took "away the daily,** or continued heathen 
persecution, and "placed the abomination that maketh desolate.*' 
(Dan. xi. 31.) That is, placed in the church that military power, 
or carnal weapons of war, which none of the peaceable lambs of 
Christ can use without being in open rebellion against God. This 
being done by plucking up three divisions of the Roman empire, 
(Dan. vii. 8,) restricts us to the eve of St. Cyprian, A. d. 533, for 
the period of the taking away of the daily, and the setting-up of 
"the abomination that maketh desolate.** (See p. 206.) 

That no doubt may rest upon the mind as to the correctness of 
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our position, here notice that what is, in Daniel xii. 11, called "the 
abomination that maketh desolate,'* is in viii. 12, called " an Lost," 
or military power ; and so Luke understood it, for what Matthew 
calls the "abomination of desolation," (Matthew xxiv. 15,) he 
calls "armies*' of " desolation," (Luke xxi. 20;) and since these 
" armies" or " host was given against the daily by reason of trans- 
gression," (Dan. viii. 12,) that is by "falling away" from Christ, 
(2 Thess. ii. 3,) they are properly called "that wicked" (ii. 8,) 
" spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience," (Eph. 
ii. 2,) which is properly " the transgression of desolation," (Dan. 
viii. 13 ;) for no man under the gospel dispensation can use the sword 
without that open rebellion to our God which makes him desolate 
of any part with Christ. And Gibbon's so called "one awful hour," 
on th6 eve of St. Cyprian, A. D. 533, is the only epoch at which we 
can date the setting up of this military po'wer, the abomination of 
desolation " in the temple of God," by plucking up three divisions 
of the Roman empire. 

Some suppose that this is also to have a second^ or literal-day 
fulfillment. But since they admit the first year-day fulfillment, 
we will not stop to dispute with them. Our object being only to 
show how every jot and tittle of the word of God is accomplished, 
we have no disposition to oppose those who believe that it will be 
twice accomplished. But, since some who acknowledge but one 
fulfillment, contend that the "little horn" power, as alluded to in 
Daniel viii. 9, is yet in the future, we must expose the absurdity 
of this. In order to which, observe that this "little horn" power 
came out of "one of" the four "notable horns," (Dan. viii. 9,) all 
of which have long since passed away ; the last of those which they 
say were the four notable horns reached its end B. c. 30, (see page 
142.) Some try to evade the force of this method of reasoning, by 
saying that "the little horn" will be of Greek origin, but this is a 
violation of the order of the vision ; it is as absurd as to say the four 
notable horns came out of the one which was first broken off. The 
four horns are expressly declared to be " four kingdoms," and in 
the latter time of these "kingdoms," (Dan. viii. 23,) (not in the latter 
time of those who may survive the existence of the kingdom,) this 
fifth "king" was to stand up. 

If those who contend that " Louis Napoleon has come forth out 
01 Greece," would " consider the vision," they would discover that 
;,he horn, answering to the kingdom of Greece, was broken off, even 
before the rise of the four "notable horns;" hence, neither of the 
four horns stood up "in his power." (Dan. viii. 22.) That is, in 
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the kingdom of Greece. (See p. 134.) This " vile person" was, in 
succession, to follow one " destroyed neither in anger, nor in bat- 
tle.*' (Dan. xi. 20.) But Louis Napoleon is successor to him who 
was destroyed by enraged nations in the batUe of Waterloo. His 
people were to "destroy the city and sanctuary," (Dan. ix. 26,) 
which was destroyed more than seventeen hundred years before Na- 
poleon was born. Some assert that it was not he, but his people, 
who were to "destroy the city." We answer: If it be true that 
Napoleon is of Grecian origin, the Romans were not his people. 
According to the Douay translation, this prince was present at the 
time with his people. It reads thus: "And a people with their 
leader that shall come shall destroy the sanctuary." He was also 
to stand up against the Prince of princes, (Dan. viii. 25,) which he 
did more than eighteen hundred years ago. (Acts iv. 27.) Others 
assert that this is to take place at the time of the second coming of 
Christ ; but this cannot be, for the particular standing-up to which 
Daniel had reference, was that in which the " Prince of the cove- 
nant" was broken, (Dan. xi. 22,) at the end of sixty-two weeks 
from the completion of the walls of Jerusalem. (Dan. ix. 26.) This 
is a positive proof that this "vile person," alluded to by Daniel, 
has been in existence more than eighteen hundred years. 

As, in Daniel, (xi. 21,) the word "person" is used, some con- 
tend that there must be an individual Antichrist, who will yet 
make his appearance before the second coming of Christ ; but since 
it is impossible for an individual to accomplish the work of this 
"vile person," they are obliged to admit that he is a king, which 
is. to admit all for which we have been contending, for what 
is a king but the head of a kingdom; and what is a kingdom, 
but a body of people governed and controlled by their own 
laws ; and what is the controlling power of a kingdom, but the 
laws by which not only the people but the king himself is governed ? 
And what have we been contending for, but that this "vile 
person," called Antichrist, is that large body of people who, re- 
jecting the laws of Christ, are governed by their own laws ? In 
substance the only point of controversy is this : While we contend 
that this "prince of the power of the air," is "the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobf^dience," (Ephes. ii. 2,) and has 
for more than eighteen hundred years been waging war against, 
and tramping under foot, the people of God; they confine the 
work of Antichrist, the "vile person," within the limits of the 
kingdom of France. 

John distinojuisheth between this " man of sin" and the church 
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of God thus: "Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God/' "And every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is that of Antichrist.*' 
(1 John iv. 8.) Since John speaks of the former as an individual — 
that is, " a woman/' (Rev. xii. 1,) " the bride," (Rev. xxi. 9,) "the 
Lamb's wife;" (Rev. xix. 7,) why should we object to Daniel's 
calling the latter (Antichrist,) " a vile person ;" or to Paul's calling 
this spirit of Antichrist the "man of sin." But that which cannot 
fail to produce conviction in all who will duly "consider the vision," 
is this : The " little horn," coming out of one of the " four notable 
ones," (Dan. viii. 9,)— all of which belong to the past — stood up " in 
the latter time of their kingdom when the transgressors are come 
to the full:" (Dan. viii. 23,) which "transgression," Daniel was in- 
formed, was to be finished within the limits of that "seventy 
weeks" which was "determined," or "cut off," upon his "holy 
tjity ;" (Dan. ix. 24,) which city was laid in ruins nearly eighteen 
hundred years ago. 'Now, this same " king of fierce countenance," 
who destroyed "the city and the sanctuary;" and who, after 
having "cut off" the Messiah, thus " cast down" "the place of his 
sanctuary," (Dan. viii. 11,) is expressly called the "people of the 
prince," (Dan. ix. 26 ;) not his people in that sense in which an army 
of soldiers may be called a king's people, but "the people of the 
prince" himself; that is "the children of disobedience," who con- 
stitute the people of " the prince of the power of the air ;" (Ephes. 
ii. 2,) for it was " by himself," — not by a people of his — " he" "cast 
down" "the place:" that is, Jerusalem and the "sanctuary." 
"Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host," (Dan. 
viii. 11:) that is, this "king of fierce countenance" stood up 
"against the Prince of princes;" (Dan. viii. 23-25,) or this "vile 
person" broke ".the Prince of the covenant;" (Dan. xi. 22,) or cru- 
cified our Lord at the end of Daniel's sixty-two weeks. (Dan. ix. 
26.) Now this is proof of the strongest kind to show that this "vile 
person" has been in existence more than eighteen hundred years. 
Hence, Paul, in his day, could say : " The mystery of iniquity 
doth already work ; only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way ;" — that is, until Daniel's daily, or continual 
heathen persecution, be "taken out of the way;" "and then shall 
that wicked" "spirit, that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience," (Ephes. ii. 2,) "be revealed, the son of perdition." (2 
Thess. ii. 3.) On page 143, we mentioned that this "vile person," 
in succession, followed the kingdom of Herod ; and since "they,"— - 
that is, — Daniel's people, were to " be overflown from before him, 
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and be broken" (Dan. xi. 22,) we cannot place the time of the rise 
of this "prince of the power of the air,** at a later date than that 
of the ruin of that people at the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Bomans. Since, by the same "vile person,** "the Prince of the 
covenant** was "broken,** we cannot place his rise later than the 
time of the crucifixion. (Dan. ix. 26.) And as, coming out of one 
of the four horns, he was to stand up "in the latter time of their 
kingdom,** we cannot place his rise later than the time of the death 
of Herod ; and since " every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is that of Antichrist,'* (1 Johniv. 3,) we 
cannot place his rise at a later date than the time Herod " sent 
forth and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem:** and since 
"Antichrist** is that " deceiver,** "who confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh,** (2 John 7,) he could not have been 
in existence before the birth of Christ ; which proves that we have 
given on page 143, the true date of the rise of Antichrist. Our 
Lord, in allusion to this spirit of Antichrist, " which worketh in the 
children of disobedience,** calls it " the prince of this world :** (John 
xiv. 30,) by which he could not have meant the Emperor of Bome ; 
for, so far from his standing up "against the Prince of princes,** 
he knew nothing of the cruel deed — at least, till all was over. 
Neither did Pilate crucify our Lord ; for, even after Antichrist — 
those wicked Jews — denied that Jesus had come into the flesh, and 
had "condemned him to death,'* "he was determined to let him 
go.*' (Acts iii. 13.) And "when Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water and 
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person : see ye to it. Then answered all the 
people and said, His blood be on us, and on our children.** (Matt, 
xxvii. 24.) Hence it was not a king of earth, but Antichrist, "the 
prince of this world," that "denied the Holy One and the Just," 
" and killed the Prince of life.*' (Acts iii. 14.) 

By the expression, "the prince of this world cometh,*' (John 
xiv. 30,) our Lord's direct allusion was to Judas, who, as a king at 
the head of an army, was at that time leading a band of soldiers to 
seize the sacred person of the Messiah ; for, in speaking of him 
who was that night cast out of the church, he said : " Now shall the 
prince of this world be cast out,** (John xii. 31;) yet, as a king- 
dom is not to be restricted to one individual king, this "prince of 
the power of the air," is not to be restricted to the person of Judas; 
lor all those who helped to crucify our Saviour, are spoken of as 
the "princes of this world." (1 Cor. ii. 8.) Since none of the 
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kings of earth took part in crucifying the Lord Jesus, Paul's allu- 
sion cannot be applied to them ; and if those, who as servants, are 
obedient to the law, "have reigned as kings,*' (1 Cor. iv. 8,) how 
much more those who, exalting themselves above Chtist, are gov- 
erned by their own law, or He who " shall do according to his own 
will?" (Dan. xi. 36.) 

As the various kingdoms of the world have had for rulers a suc- 
cession of kings, so the kingdom of Antichrist has been headed by 
a succession of persons, such as Judas, Caiaphas, John, the many rulers 
among the Jews and others, such as bishops, popes, and masters in 
the church, who lorded it over Go(J's heritage ; yet, true to the let- 
ter it is, they have never had " the honor of the kingdom." Since 
the " prince of the power of the air," is the only one that has ever 
reigned and ruled as king, and yet never obtained the honor of 
the kingdom, we are necessarily restricted to him, and no other, as 
Daniel's " vile person.". Some endeavor to evade the force of this 
reasoning, by saying, that this honor was not at first conferred 
upon him, but given afterwards ; but, according to Daniel, he is 
one "to whom they shall not give the honor of the kingdom." 
He adds : " But he shall come in peaceably and obtain the king- 
dom by flatteries ;" that is, those who rule and reign as kings, hav- 
ing never received the honor of the kingdom, come in peaceably, and 
obtain the ruling power of the kingdom alone by flatteries or decep- 
tion ; for, while their works prove them to be of the stock of those 
who denied that " Jesus is come into the flesh," with their lips they 
confess Christ. And now, " with the arms of a flood shall they be 
overflown from before him and shall be broken." (xi. 22.) What 
'-'theyf This language, being elliptical, ''they'' here must have 
reference to the same •• tkey'' last mentioned, — that is, the subjects 
of his kingdom ; and true to the letter it is, the subjects of his own 
kingdom — that is, the Jewish nation— was "broken" by Anti- 
christ, this "prince of the power of the air," who denied "that 
Jesus hath come into the flesh." It is true, that the hand of the 
Romans did this ; f or " he shall stand in the glorious land which by 
his hand shall be consumed." (xi. 16.) Yet, Josephus, their own 
historian, attributes the ruin of that people to the exasperated spirit 
of that "vile person," the "prince of the power of the air," who 
denied and crucified our Lord as Daniel foretold that he should 
" also" break " the Prince of the covenant," (xi. 22,) that is, " the 
Prince" of that- same "covenant" which Antichrist did not make, 
but literally and truly confirmed for seven years, even to the very 
day, (ix. 27.) Some assert this Prince to be a Jew, who, they say. 
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is to make a covenant with Napoleon. But the Jews have no 
prince ; they are to abide without a king, and without a prince, 
until they " return and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king." (Hosea iii. 5.) 

A man may make a covenant with a given people, but he cannot 
be called the prince or king of that covenant. In all the world, I 
am aware of but two covenants of which a man may be styled " the 
Prince, only one of which was in existence in Daniel's time ; and 
he who was '*born King of the Jews,*' was Prince of the one given 
from Mount Sinai, for He " was bom after the flesh ;" hence, " a 
minister of Ae circumcision.*' And if we adhere strictly to the 
rule given by Paul : " Hold fast to the form of sound words," he 
is the only person to whom the expression, "the Prince of the cove- 
nant," can apply; and by this "vile person" "the Prince of the 
covenant" was broken. " This is my body which is broken." 

To distinguish the "covenant" referred to from those of man's 
making, it is called "the holy covenant," (xi. 28 ;) which covenant 
Antichrist was not to make, but was to confirm " with many for 
one week." (Dan. ix. 27.) "And in the midst of the week," he 
was not to break the covenant, but "shall,"— or did, in A. D. 70, — ^ 
"cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease:" which never has 
been since, nor ever can — at least until the close of the Gentile 
dispensation — ^be offered again. (Luke xxi. 24.) Since Daniel 
says nothing about the sacrifice being renewed, and ceasing the 
second time; but uses this expression, " in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease ;" the rule given by 
Paul, — previously referred to — for studying the Scriptures, re- 
stricts us to the year A. n.- 70, for the time of the one-week cove- 
nant; for it is well-known that "the sacrifice and the oblation," 
literally and truly ceased at that time. And, so far from Daniel's 
saying anything about its ever being renewed, he was informed 
that "he shall make it desolate even until the consummation," 
(Dan. ix. 27 ;) for " Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Some say, in- 
stead of "he shall confirm the covenant," the text may as pro- 
perly be rendered "he shall make a strong covenant." And An- 
tichrist " the prince of the power of the air," did make a very strong 
" covenant with many for one week ;" for, by a solemn oath of fide- 
lity to each other, they were leagued together in that strong band, 
which, for seven years to the very day, stood up against the most 
powerful nation that has ever existed on earth. But whether by 
••the covenant," we are to understand this strong league in which 
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the Jews were united, or the confirmation of that which Moses 
calls '^the words of the covenant which the Lord made with the 
children of Israel;*' (Deut. xxix. 1,) the word of the Lord, saying, 
" in the middle of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the ob- 
lation to cease," (Dan. ix. 27,) necessarily restricts us to the time 
of the seven years' war at Jerusalem, for the accomplishment of the 
one-week covenant ; for it is well known that in the middle of that 
one-week's war, the sacrifice and oblation did cease. I am aware, 
that some are of the opinion that the Jews are to renew their sacri- 
fice and oblation at Jerusalem, and that Napoleon will a second 
time cause it to cease. But, since the Bible is silent as to the Jew- 
ish sacrifice being renewed and caused to cease a second time, 
I suppose this, whether true or untrue, is something which in no 
way concerns us: for secret things belong to God. (Deut. xxix. 29.) 
But we may with confidence say this much : the Jews cannot renew 
their sacrifice and oblation, until they are enabled to trace the tribe 
of Levi up to the Aaronic priesthood ; and after they have traced 
up the Levitical priesthood, it will yet be impossible for them to 
renew the sacrifice and oblation before the close of the Gentile dis- 
pensation: for "they shall be ministers in my sanctuary," saith the 
Lord, (Ezek. xliv. 11,) which ^^sanctuary" and the host, of the people 
of God, are "to be trodden under foot,*' (Dan. viii. 13,) " until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 

The reason ofiered for supposing that the Jews must renew and 
again cease to ofier their sacrifice, is the supposition on their part 
that by the expression "a vile person," as used in (Dan. xi. 21,) 
we are to understand some individual man. But we have already 
exposed the absurdity of supposing tibat this vile person can be an 
•individual man. Since all admit, that Paul, one of the chief apos- 
tles, used the word " person," (2 Cor. ii. 10,) to convey the idea of 
"authority," why should we be unwilling to allow Daniel to use 
th« same word the same way, or to convey the same ideas ? And 
since Isaiah twice used the same express words as employed by 
Daniel, even "The vile person," (Isa. xxxii. 5,) when it is certain 
that he had reference to no particular individual, but to all that 
came under that character, why may not Daniel, in allusion to the 
same " spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience," 
employ the same words to convey the same idea ? If Moses, by the 
personal pronoun "he," (Gen. vi. 3,) embraced the whole race of 
Adam, why may not Daniel, by the use of the same word, embrace 
all of those who deny " that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh ?" If, 
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by the expression, "one new man/* (Eph. ii. 15,) Paul could em 
brace the whole church, both Jew and Gentile. Why may he not, 
in allusion to those who have fallen away from this church, use the 
expression, " that man of sin ?*' 

If by the personal pronoun "he," John could embrace all the 
" righteous," (1 John iii. 7,) why may he not, in the same epistle use 
the same word to embrace those " that denieth the Father and the 
Son V* (1 John ii. 22 ;) especially when, in the same epistle, he ex- 
pressly declares that " every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is that of Antichrist." (1 John iv. 3.) 

Some who are contending for an individual Antichrist, tell us 
that John in this place was not alluding to individual persons, but 
to incorporeal, false and deceiving spirits : and by this their own 
admission, they acknowledge that which we are defending. 

We are charged with spiritualizing things too much, but who 
spiritualize things most : those who contend for an individual man, 
or we, who adhere to the express language of John, who declares 
that " every spirit," not some individual man, but " every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, this is 
that of Antichrist :" And this was not something yet in the future, 
at the time John wrote, for says he, " even now, already is it in 
the world." (iv. 3.) Hence there is no other Antichrist to be looked 
for. This is the last power that shall ever trample under foot the 
people of God, which John teaches thus : " Little children, it is the 
last time, and as ye have heard that Antichrist should come, even 
now, are there many Antichrists, whereby we know that it is the 
last time." (1 John ii. 18.) 

Antichrist cannot be a man, for he must " make war with the 
saints." But we " wrestle not against flesh and blood: but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." 
(Eph. vi. 12.) The Christian can use no other weapon of warfare, 
than that used by him whose servants we are. " And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he shouldsmite the na- 
tions," (Rev. xix. 16;) and if we have faith to believe that "the 
word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword," why should we prefer giving this in exchange for one of steel. 

Brethren, "your adversary" is neither Napoleon nor any other in- 
dividual man, but "the devil" himself, who, "as a roaring lion, 
walketh about seeking whom he may devour." (1 Pet. v. viii.) 
This, "the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience," 
is the great Antichrist of the Bible. In proof of which notice that 
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Daniel in his vision had seen seven heads and ten horns as symbols 
of those powers that should trample under foot the people of God. 
Thus:— 



1. The head of the "lion;" 2. the "bear;" 
3 to 6, the "four heads" of the "leopard j" 
and 7th, the head of the " dreadful and ter- 
rible" "beast" which had ".ten horns." 
Dan. vii. 7. 

" It cast down some of the host and 3f the 
stars to the ground and stamped upon 
them." Dan. viii. 10. 

" Yea, he magnified himself even to the 
Prince of the host." Dan. viii. 11. 

" And the same horn made war with the 
saints." Dan. vii. 21. 



Which are the same with the " Great red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horn^ 
and seven crowns upon his heads." Eev. 
xii. 3.* 

" His tail drew the third part of the stars 
of heaven and did cast them to the earth." 
Rev. xii. 4. 

" And the dragon stood to devour her 
child as soon as it was born." Rev. xii. 4. 

" And there was war in heaven. Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon 
and the dragon fought and his angels." 
Rev. xii. 7. 



After " Satan entered into'' Judas, (John xiii. 27,) he was called 
** the prince of this world," (John xiv. SO,) " the son of perdition,'* 
(John xvii. 12.) But this "vile person,'* as we have mentioned on page 
.144, first made his appearance in the bosom of Herod. And that 
which proves to absolute certainty that we are not mistaken as to 
the time of the rise of Antichrist, is that he was to come out of 
one of the "four notable horns," (Dan. viii. 9,) which cannot be at 
a later date than the end of those kingdoms : for since they have 
passed away, that of which those horns were symbols no longer 
exists. 

As far as Daniel's people are concerned, B.C. 37 dates the end 
of three of those horns, that is Parthia, Egypt, and Syria; and re- 
markable it is that the end of these three kingdoms dates the be- 
ginning of the reign of Herod, the very man in whom the spirit of 
Antichrist first made its appearance : making it true even to " the 
jot and tittle" "in the latter time of their kingdom." This 
"king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences 
shall stand up," (Dan. viii. 23,) that is, those who are "the rulers 
of the darkness of this world," (Eph. vi. 12,) or "the power of 
darkness." (Luke xxii. 63.) The "fourth beast" was "diverse 
from all the beasts that were before it," (Dan. vii. 7,) in that the 
whole Roman Empire became Antichrist: and as Antichrist first 

* By these seven heads some understand the seven forms of government of the Roman 
empire, but the "seven crowns upon his head," (Rev. xii. 3,) proves this to be incorrect. 
We should also remember that b.o. 65, dates the beginning of the Roman oppression to 
the people of God. 

The beast of Rev. xiii. is not the same with the one of the 12th chapter, for * the dragoB," 
or first beast, gave the latter " his seat and great authority." Rev. xiii. 2. 
18 
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began at the latter end of the first three kingdoms, so the ^* man of 
sin*' was revealed at the end of the fourth horn, A.D. 633. 

If all the other horns represented kingdoms, why should the one 
which waxed exceedingly greater than all the rest be but an indi- 
vidual person ? If the other horns represented kingdoms contain- 
ing a succession of kings, why may not this horn also represent a 
•uling power as exhibited in a continued succession of persons? 
This is the way that John understood it ; for he speaks of there 
oeing "many Antichrists.'* John tells us who this man of sin is: 
*' Every spirit" — mark the expression — no individual person, but 
"every spirit," wherever found, "that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come into the flesh. And this is that spirit of Antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard, that it should come ; and even now already 
it is in the world." (1 John iv. 3.) The kingdom of Egypt, which 
had a continued succession of kings, was called " the king of the 
South ;" why then may not that lawless spirit, as exhibited in a 
continued succession of persons, be called " the man of sin ?" But 
to all who duly "consider the vision," this, is a settled question; 
for that same "vile person,** who, more than eighteen hundred, 
years ago, stood up against the Prince of princes, is at the last day 
to be "broken without hands.** 

Now, reader, in "considering the vision,** let it be borne in mind 
that the "abomination of desolation,*' spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, was in existence as early as the time of the destruction 
of Jerusalem,** (Matt. xxiv. 15,) but not yet set up; for they shall 
not give him the "honor of the kingdom.** (Dan. xi. 21.) And 
when set up he was not placed upon the throne as King of France, 
nor in the temple at Jerusalem: but, by force of those "arms," 
which, "by reason of transgression,** (Dan. viii. 12,) or falling 
away from Christ, stood on his part, he was placed in that " sanctu- 
ary of strength,*' or the church of God, which they "shall,** or 
did, "pollute,'* (Dan. xi. 31,) by the use of that sword which no 
^Christian can use without being in open rebellion against his God. 
So far from Paul's believing that the "man of sin*' was to sit 
upon the throne of that kingdom, which Daniel said he should not 
have the honor of, he thought that this "mystery of iniquity" was 
to be revealed by " a falling away** from Christ; for within the 
pale of the Church "shall men arise speaking perverse things.** 
(Acts XX. 30.) " They profess that they know God, but in works 
they deny him, being aDominable and disobedient.*' (Titus i. 16.) 
Hence, the "king** or "kingdom,** "of fierce countenance,** (Dan. 
viii. 23,) is not an individual man, but " a nation of fierce counte- 
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nance," (Deut. xxviii. 50,) which "fierce" people stood "up against 
the Prince of princes," (Luke xxiii. 5,) and these "fierce despisers 
of those that are good," "shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived," (2 Tim. iii. 3-13,) for the little horn "waxed 
exceeding great." (Dan. viii. 9.) 

"This is the spirit of Antichrist," "who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God;" or above Jesus, my Lord, 
who "is worshiped as God;" "so that he, as God, sitteth in the 
temple (or church) of God, showing himself that he is God," (2 
Thes. ii. 4;) in that he has assumed authority to reverse the laws 
of God, even to that of converting the peaceable lambs of Christ 
into raging wolves, or bloodthirsty soldiers; thus making them 
children of the devil, while they profess to be sons of God. (See 
our tract on Non-resistance.) This spirit of Antichrist, which 
claims the authority to draw that sword which the Son of God 
commanded -to be put up, has exalted itself far above Him who "is 
worshiped" as God; for, so far from Christ claiming the authority 
to reverse the laws of God, he said: " The Son can do nothing of 
himself but what He seeth the Father do." (John v. 19.) 

Let those who wish to see something of the " exceeding great" 
and unparalleled power of Antichrist call to mind that, but for his 
tyrannical sway, we would, since Christ has died for man, have a 
heaven on earth. Tea, instead of war and bloodshed, the glorious 
celestial flag of love and Christian union would even now be wav- 
ing over all of the holy mountains of our God. Instead of contention 
and strife among Bible expositors, all would be of one opinion in 
rejecting "the doctrine and traditions of men," and crucifying sel- 
fish desires : and having no inclination to twist and strain the 
scriptures from their natural and obvious meaning, to suit their own 
carnal nature, each one, Mary like, would be willing to sit at the 
feet of Jesus and learn ; asking no questions as to whether this 
or that is essential to salvation ; for to obey Christ would be the 
chief delight of all. 

But alas ! this prince of darkness, exalting himself " even to the 
Prince of the Ao«f," has crucified our God and king ; the Shepherd 
is smitten, " and the sheep are scattered abroad :" and though it is 
true to the letter, that this "vile person" has never yet, nor ever 
will have " the honor of the kingdom;" he, coming " in peaceably," 
has, " by flatteries," so completely obtained the ruling power of 
" the kmgdom," that his tyrannical sway is even now trampling un- 
der foot the whole earth ; and such are the " flatteries" of his " de- 
ceitful" ways, that he has so deceived the larger portion of our world'. 
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as to make men believe that servants of the meek and lowly Lamb 
of God may drench our land with their brothers' blood. 

And now, reader, as we are commanded by the God of heaven to 
"consider the vision," call to mind that no other than this "exceed- 
ing great*' power of Antichrist, coming out of one of the "four 
notable" horns, has ever waxed greater than all of the other king- 
doms, as seen in thp vision: hence, this, and this only, can be that 
to which Daniel had reference. To evade the force of this unde- 
niable authority for saying we h^ve given the correct exposition of 
the rise of the little horn power, some contend that these four-horn 
kingdoms are to have a second existence. 

But, whether this be true or untrue, it is something with which 
those who are willing to take the Bible, and that only, as the word of 
their counsel have nothing to do ; for the Bible cannot teach that 
which is not in the Bible. And so far from the Bible's teaching 
that these kingdoms are to have a second existence, it expressly 
declares that, " The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
earth," (Dan. vii. 23,) which kingdom in its divided state "shall 
be partly strong and partly broken;" (Dan. ii. 42,) hence, no other 
universal kingdom can arise. If these kingdoms are to have a se- 
cond existence, then the judgment of the last day must smite the 
whole image, head and body. But Daniel was informed that the 
stone "smote the image upon his feet of iron and clay:" that is the 
"partly strong and partly broken" "kingdom;" (Dan. ii. 34, 42,) 
and the stone "brake them to pieces," not the image but "them," 
the " feet:" (Dan. ii. 34,) showing that the feet is the only portion 
of the image which will then be in existence. The fourth beast 
having " devoured and broken in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with the feet of it," (vii. 7,) when the feet are also broken, " Then 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold," will all be " broken 
to pieces together," forming one mass of ruin. 

Daniel informs us that the " belly" of this image was "of brass," 
which all understand to represent Greece ; and if the " thighs" were 
of the same metal, they must, according to the order of the vision, 
represent the same kingdom. But the two thighs must symbolize 
two kingdoms. And it is well known that after the death of Alex- 
ander the Great, the kingdom of Greece was divided. One of these 
divisions was called "the king of the north," the other, "the king 
of the south:" (Dan. xi. 7, 9,) and since it is expressly declared 
that the "thighs" were "of brass," we must admit that these two 
divisions of the kingdom of Greece extended down to the knees of 
the image. And with the knees or legs of iron begins the Roman 
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empire. But the division of Rome did not begin until A. D. 395, 
or 431 years after the end of the two former kingdoms. Hence, but 
one leg, from the knee down to the feet, can properly represent this 
undivided form of the Koman empire. And if Rome had conquered 
the then known world, it had left no other power, to bear rule over 
and oppress the people of God, as represented by the other leg, but 
that of Antichrist. And as a man's legs are two unbroken divisions of 
the body, so that unbroken chain of prophetic history, as recorded in 
the eleventh chapter of Daniel, (which is a comment on the vision,) 
exhibits two unbroken divisions of oppressive powers, extending 
from the division of the kingdom of Greece down to the end of the 
world. And since there were no other powers, but those of Rome 
and Antichrist, to be represented by the two legs of iron from the 
knees down to the feet, does this not prove to absolute certainty that 
we have given the correct date of the rise of Antichrist ? 

Isaiah, in alluding to "the golden" kingdom as symbolized by 
the head of this "great image,*' uses the synonymous terms, "Ba- 
bylon," "Chaldees," and "the Assyrian," as one and the same 
kingdom, (Isa. xiii. 19 ; xiv. 25 :) and this continued succession of 
more than twenty kings, he calls " The King of Babylon ;" (Isa. 
xiv. 4.) Then, why may not Daniel call the kingdom of Antichrist, 
as symbolized by one of these iron legs, " a king," "a vile person ?" 
And since this same continued succession of kings, reigning in "the 
golden city" "of Babylon," is called "the man that made the 
earth to tremble," (Isa. xiv. 16,) why may not Paul, in speak- 
ing of the "Mystery, Babylon the great," call it "that man of 
sin," "the mystery of iniquity?" 

Being commanded to " write the vision and make it plain upon 
tables that he may run that readeth it," (Hab. ii. 2,) we shall on 
the next page portray and exhibit to view that which our God has, 
by this "great image," taught the sons of men. And that there 
may be no mistake, as to the proper epoch, from which the " seven 
times" are to be reckoned which are to pass over the " image," we 
should remember that when Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar, "thou 
art this head of gold," he did not mean as an individual: for 
in the next verse he said, " After thee, shall arise another kingdom." 
(Dan. ii. 39.) The word "another," is equivalent to saying that 
the head of gold is also a kingdom, which " golden city" was " the 
beauty of the Chaldees." Hence the seven times cannot be reckoned 
from a later date than b. c. 681 : for that was the time at which 
"the Assyrian," (Hos. xi. 5,) became the king over Daniel's peo 
pie : hence the beginning of " the times of the Gentiles." 
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EXPLANATION OF THE IMAGE. 



Line b. c. 681, is the beginning of " the Assyrian" dominion 
over the. house of Israel. (Hosea xi. 5.) Hence the beginning of the 
vision: " I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy 
people.'* (Dan. x. 14.) 

Line B. c. 491, is, so far as Daniel's people are concerned, the 
beginning " of the kingdom of Persia," (2 Chron. xxxvi. 20,) or the 
epoch at which the kingdom of Babylon was " divided arid given to 
the Medes and Persians." (Dan. v. 28.) These two united king- 
doms are symbolized by the breast and two folding " arms of 
silver." (Dan. ii. 32.) 

Line b. c. 332, is the beginning of the kingdom of Greece, or 
the time it broke the Medo-Persian power. (Dan. viii. 7.) 
This kingdom was symbolized by the " belly" of the image, which 
was "of brass." (Dan. ii. 32.) 

Line b. c. 323, is the beginning of the divided form of the king- 
dom of Greece, as represented by the two "thighs of brass," — (Dan. 
ii. 32,) that is, the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt, (Dan. xi. 8,) 
called "the king of the north," and " the king of the south." 
(Dan. xi. 7, 9.) 

Line b. o. 65, is the date at which Pompey took Jerusalem, 
hence the beginning of the iron kingdom or third notable horn. 
(Dan. viii. 8.) 

Line 40, is the date at which Parthia the "fourth kingdom" 
stood up against Daniel's people. (Dan. viii. 22.) 

Line b. c. 37, is the beginning of the reign of Herod. 

Line B. c. 5, is the rise of Antichrist, from which date one leg 
represents Antichrist, and the other the Roman empire. 

Line A. D. 395, is the beginning of the division of the Roman 
empire. 

Line A. D. 1868, is the time at which the "stone" will sm te 
" the image upon the feet of iron and clay, and break them to 
pieces:" not the image, for that is long since broken, (Dan. vii. 7,) 
but "them" "the feet." (Dan. ii. 34.) 

Line A. D. 1876, is the beginning of the kingdom of God, (Dan. 
ii. 44,) or the great Sabbath of rest. 

The perpendicular line 2555, is the height of the image or the 
duration of the vision. To Nebuchadnezzar it was said, " Thou art 
this head of gold:" that is, he was the head of this image in the 
sense in which a man's head is the head of his body : in this sense 
he was "a king of kings:" for "wheresoever the children of men 
dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven," were 
"given into his hand:" (Dan. ii. 38,) and now to this Nebuchad- 
nezzar who was the head of the image it was said, " let seven times 
pass over him," (Dan. iv. 16,) that is, 2555 years. 
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681. 


B. C. 




"I saw, and be- 




hold a tree in the 




midst of the earth. 


^ 


and the height 


^ 
5 


thereof was great. 


The tree grew, and 




was strong, and the 


.3" 


height thereof 


-s 


reached unto 


^ 






heaven, and the 




sight thereof to the 


^ 


end of all the 


I 


earth. And be- 


hold a watcher and 






5 


a holy one came 


a 


down from hea- 


Id 




h 


ven." 


S 




► 




O 




1 

S 


49: . 


~ "He cried aloud. 


1 

d 


and said thus. Hew 


down the tree.** 


1 


"Nevertheless, 


OQ 

-8 


leave the stump 


d^ 


of his roots in the 




earth, even with a 




band of iron and 




brass, in the ten- 




der grass of the 




field, and let it be 




wet with the dew 




of heaven," "and 




let seven times pass 




over him," (Dan. 




iv. 10-16.) 



1875. A. D. 
280 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXPLANATION OF THE TREE. 



Line b. c. 681, is the time at which the great tree " reached 
unto heaven:" (Dan. iv. 11,) that is, the time at which the king of 
the Chaldeans plucked up that kingdom of Israel which the God of 
heaven had planted in the earth : thus saying in his " heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God." 
(Isa. xiv. 13.) 

Line B. c. 491, is the date at which the great tree or kingdom of 
Ba,bylon was cut down. (Dan. iv. 14.) 

The line 2555, extending from B. c. 681, to A. d. 1875, is the 
"seven times" which was to "pass over him," (Dan. iv. 16.) As 
Ezekiel acted out in literal days that which was to be accomplished 
in as many years, (Ezek. iv. 6,) so Nebuchadnezzar, in his seven 
years' exile, exhibited the number of times which are to pass over the 
Assyrian kingdom, or the kingdoms of this world before their " un- 
derstanding return unto" them, or before they learn to know "that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will." (Dan. iv. 25-34.) As the tree "reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth," (Dan. 
iv. 11,) the seven times, beginning with the time at which it first 
reached heaven's people in B. c. 681, must extend "to the end of 
all the world," or to A. D. 1875. 

If " no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion," (2 Pet. i. 20,) the vision of this tree cannot be so interpreted 
as to allude to Nebuchadnezzar individually. It could not have 
been accomplished in him, for it was twenty-two years after the be- 
ginning of his seven years' exile, before the tree or kingdom of 
Babylon was cut down. 

And at the end of the seven years, the kingdom was again re- 
stored unto him. But a tree when once cut down can never bo 
restored. " And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the 
Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited:" (Isa. xiii. 19,) hence, 
that JOhaldean kingdom which is " secured" with a band of iron and 
brass in the tender grass of the field, or is to spring from " the 
stump of his roots," (Dan. iv. 15,) which are left in the Chaldean 
soil, must be that " everlasting dominion which shall not pass away :" 
(Dan. vii. 14,) for Abraham, the father of him who is to sit " upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom to order it, henceforth 
even for ever/' is of Chaldean origin. (Acts vii. 4.) 
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EXPLANATION OF THE "FOUR GREAT BEASTS. 



Line b. c. 681, is the time at which the Assyrian lion broke the 
kingdom of Israel. " Israel is a scattered sheep, the lions have 
driven him away; first, the king of Assyria hath devoured him, 
and last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath broken his 
bones/* (Jer. 1. 17.) The lion is the same with the head of the 
"great image,** which was "of fine gold.** 

Line B. c. 491, is the beginning of "the kingdom of Persia;*' 
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 20;) and the bear answers to the breast and arms 
of the image. (Dan. ii. 32.) 

Line B. c. 332, is the beginning of the kingdom of Greece. The 
four heads of the leopard are symbols of Greece, Egypt, Syria, 
and the Parthian empire, (see page 134.) 

Line B. c. 65, is, so far as DanieFs people are concerned, the Be- 
ginning of the Roman empire, as symbolized by the "fourth beast, 
dreadful, and terrible, and strong.'* Before the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans, the gospel had been preached through- 
out "all the** Roman "world;** (Col. i. 6;) and if "every spirit that 
•onfesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is that of 
Antichrist;" (1 John iv. 3;) all that rejected the gospel were im- 
mediately, and as inevitably transformed into Antichrist as ice into 
water, when brought in contact with heat : hence, before this fourth 
beast commenced stamping Daniel's people under foot, the whole 
Roman empire was converted into Antichrist. And this, its 
Antichrist form, was that as seen in the vision of Daniel : for in this 
only it was "diverse prom all KiNaDOMS." (Dan. vii. 23.) 
And this, the Antichrist form of " The fourth beast, shall be the fourth 
kingdom upon earth," or what John calls "the last time" of the 
Gentile dominion : for, since the apostolic age, there never has been, 
and to the second coming of Christ there never can be, any other power 
to stamp under foot the people of God but that of Antichrist. 
This, the lawless spirit of Antichrist, which is indeed "diverse from 
all kingdoms, shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, 
and break it in piecesj;** until, by the stone's smiting "the image 
upon his feet,'* (Dan. ii. 34;) he shall "be broken without hand." 
(Dan. viii. 25.) 

The perpendicular line 2555, extending from b. c. 681, to A. D. 
1875, is the duratio'n of the vision or Gentile kingdoms from the 
beginning to the end. 
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EXPLANATION OF "THE DAILY, AND THE TRANSGRESSION OF DESOLATION 



By the ram's "pushing westward, and northward, and southward, 
so that no soul might stand before him,*' we cannot understand that 
simple pushing of the Persian power against heathen nations, in 
which DanieFs people were in no way concerned; but that solemn 
and awful pushing of those heralds, who, "with a velocity nothing 
human can equal, were passing through all the Persian empire for 
the slaughter of DanieFs people:" for it is expressly declared, "I 
am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people." 

On page 167, we observed that this pushing commenced B. C. 
426 ; and since the question asked was, "how long the vision?" the 
2300 days must commence with the beginning of the vision. 

2300, extending from B. C. 426, to A. D. 1875, commencing with 
the pushing of the ram, extends to the closing of the sanctuary. 

The horses in rapid speed "pushing" through "every province, 
publishing unto all people," that solemn and awful decree for the 
slaughter of all God's people, exhibits that as meant by the pushing 
of the ram. 

By the goat with one horn we understand " the kingdom of 
Greece." But, after coming "from the west on the face of the 
whole earth," (Dan. viii. 5;) he was no longer confined to the nar- 
row limits of Greece: hence the "four kingdoms shall stand up out 
of the nation, but not in his power;" (viii. 22;) or not in the king- 
dom of Greece, which was the power of the first horn. 

The four notable horns are Syria, Parthia, Egypt, and Rome. 
"And out of one of these came forth a little horn, which waxed ex- 
ceeding great," that is out of Rome: for "the people of the prince" 
destroyed "the city and the sanctuary:" (Dan. ix. 26;) and if it be 
true that "one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the" word 
of God, there can be no doubt as to the power symbolized by the 
little horn : for this spirit of Antichrist, coming out of the Roman 
horn, was "in the latter time of" the four kingdoms, (viii. 23;) in 
succession to follow the reign of Herod. (Page 143.) Hence, Paul 
could in his day say, "the mystery of iniquity doth already work;" 
but the religion of Jesus being unpopular, Antichrist was by the 
persecuting hand of Rome kept down as exhibited in our ciit. But in 
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A. D. 313, when Constantine professed to embrace the religion of 
Christ, this persecuting hand was "taken out of the way:" (2 Thess. 
ii. 7;) hence he came "up" into the church, and '^became strong;" 
(Dan. xi. 23;) for the church being now raised from the "filth of the 
world, and the off-scouring of all things," (1 Cor. iv. 13;) to a seat 
upon the throne of the Roman empire, Antichrist ascended 
above the Roman horn as exhibited in the cut. And since the 
law of the land is the controlling power of a kingdom, the Roman 
horn reached its end with the issuing of the new code of laws by 
Justinian, in A. D. 533. At which time that "host" of "arms," 
which "was given him by reason of transgression," (Dan. viii. 12.) 
"placed the abomination that maketh desolate:" (Dan. xi. 31;) 
from which, 1335 years brings us to the end, at which time the ex- 
ceeding great power of Antichrist will "be broken without hand." 
(Dan. viii. 25.) Those who contend for the literal day fulfillment, 
say, that Napoleon, or some other man of sin, is to sit "in the temple 
of God' * at Jerusalem. To which we answer : since our God, on leaving 
the temple at Jerusalem said to the Jews, "Behold your house is 
left unto you desolate;" (Matt, xxiii. 38;) there is no other temple 
of God, but that of the church, in which the man of sin can sit. 
Neither can there be before the close of the gospel dispensation : for 
" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 24.) And since the ab- 
sence of Christ is that which constitutes their desolation, (Matt. 
xxiii. 39 ;) no temple the Jews may build can ever be acknowledged 
as the temple of God, before the return of Christ. But the same 
apostle who mentions that "the man of sin" is to "sit in the temple 
of God," informs us that the "holy temple" of God is the church: 
(Eph. ii. 21;) "know ye not that ye are the temple of God." 
(1 Cor. iii. 16.) And to place it beyond all doubt, as to the particular 
temple meant, Daniel expressly mentions that it is " the sanctuary 
of STRENGTH." (Dan. xi. 31.) That is "The true tabernacle which 
the Lord pitched and not man:" (Heb. viii. 2;) for "Christ being 
come, an high-priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made with hands : that is to say not of this 
building," (Heb. ix. 11 ;) no house the Jews can build, can ever 
again be acknowledged as the temple of God, any more than one 
built by the heathen: for since the substance has come, the 
shadow has "vanished away." (Heb. viii. 13.) 

Is it not strange then that men will continue to contradict the 
express language of Christ ; " Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the G?*n tiles, until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled," so much 
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as to say that the temple of God must again be builded before the close 
of the Gentile dispensation? Now every reasonable man is com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that France is no more the Roman empire, 
than Persia was that of Babylon ; Greece that of Persia ; or Rome 
that of Greece : and since it is well known that Napoleon is not of 
Roman origin, the expression, " the people of the prince that shall 
come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;'* (Dan. ix. 26,) 
proves to all who can exchange error for truth that he is not the hero 
of Daniel's prophecy. 

If, in obedience to the God of heaven, we would "understand the 
matter and consider the vision," it is discovered that the question 
being asked, " How long the vision, the daily and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 
under foot ;" makes the 2300 days span not a part of the daily, nor 
a part of the transgression of desolation, but the whole duration of 
the vision, concerning both the daily and the transgression of deso- 
lation ; which proves to absolute certainty, that the 2300 days are 
symbols of years ; for, until it is proven that the Romans never de- 
stroyed " The city and the sanctuary," (Dan. ix. 26,) and that 
neither "the sanctuary" nor "the host" has ever yet been 
"trodden under foot;" (Dan. viii. 13;) it is impossible for all the 
skill and genius of man to evade the force of this clear and posi- 
tive authority, for saying that the 2300 can never be accomplished 
in literal days. For even if Napoleon should a second time trample 
down "the sanctuary and the host," and cause the greatest desola- 
tion ever known on earth, it is morally impossible for them to be 
accomplished there; for they cannot be restricted to a part, but 
must span the whole duration, both of " the daily and the trans- 
gression of desolation," and it is well known that "both the sanc- 
tuary and the host" have for more than eighteen hundred years, been 
" trodden under foot;" therefore to say they ever have, or ever can 
be accomplished in 2300 literal days, is to contradict the express 
word of God, who has declared that " one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the" "prophets," "till all be fulfilled." 

Since the defenders of the Napoleon theory are all contending 
for the literal day-system, I am aware that in coming out so posi- 
tive and clear, concerning the matter, I am taking an unpopular 
step; yet I must defend the word of my God, "for if I yet please 
men I should not be the servant of Christ." (Gal. i. 10.) There 
are too many writers at the present day, who, closing their 
eyes to the light of truth, are drifting on with the tide of popular 
ffpinion, and publishing to the world as Bible doctrine, that which 
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jSnds foundation alone m the traditions of men. For example, 
since nothiAg can be more clearly proven than that " the command- 
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem,'* went forth in the first 
year of Cyrus, whose first year we have by the unerring authority 
of the clearest astronomical demostration proven to be B. C. 488, 
the foundation on which the supposition of B. C. 536, being the 
first of Cyrus is entirely removed ; hence, all that remains is the 
traditions of men and yet, rather than acknowledge that they were 
capable of an error, they refuse to look around to see the founda- 
tion on which they are building. Well did Christ say, " How can 
ye believe who receive honor one of another, and seek not the 
honor that cometh from God only.*' . But that which appears 
the most singular, and proves that we can have no confidence 
in the haphazard conjectures of such men, is this. They first 
destroy the only foundation on which the fathers framed their 
chronology; and then, as men building castles in the air, leave 
nothing as the foundation of their conjectures, but the former 
opinion of men ; which they, by pulling out the original foundation, 
acknowledged to be erroneous. For example, by reference to their 
table of chronology, it is discovered that they have now given up 
that gross absurdity, to which those who follow Ptolemy's canon, 
are compelled to resort — ^we mean that of commencing the seventy 
years' captivity, with the third of Jehoiachim, for I learn that 
they now commence them at the proper epoch; that is, with the 
captivity of Jehoiachin. But this entirely destroys Ptolemy's 
canon, the only foundation of their chronology ; and yet as if they 
either had not discernment enough to discover this^ or were regard- 
less as to what they publish to the world, they continue to follow 
the original conjectures of the fiithers, in making B. C. 536, the 
first of Cyrus, king of Persia. Since it is unsafe to venture our 
souls* salvation into the hands of those who had rather continue in 
a known error, than acknowledge that they had found it necessary 
to change their opinion ; we shall here give rules by which all may 
understand the Bible for themselves, without being any longer 
under the necessity of depending on others to explain it unto them. 
For to him who ceasing to make the Bible teach that which he be- 
lieves, can consent to believe what the Bible teaches, the way is so 
plain that wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
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RULES FOR THOSE WHO HAYING "NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH/- 
WISH TO BE "TAUGHT OF GOD/' 



Says the God of heaven to man, ** Wisdom is the*principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.** 
(Prov. iv. 7.) And if reason, the more noble faculty of the soul, is 
suffered to speak, we must admit that the mere fact of our being 
taught from youth to believe a given doctrine, is no proof of its being 
the true and unadulterated word of God ; hence, wisdom says it is 
unsafe to close the eyes to the light of truth, or the ears to the 
voice of reason, and thus venture the soul's salvation alone upon the 
favoured views of our choice. Neither is it safe to lean upon the 
doctrine as taught even by the most learned divines of the age : for 
when we look around, and discover the proneness of men to con- 
tinue in that peculiar faith and order, to which they have from 
youth been trained, we are compelled to admit that custom, and 
not the Bible, is the law by which they are controlled. Hence, if 
we prefer the unsophisticated word of God, to that which is but the 
doctrines and traditions of men, we must, in obedience to Christ,^ 
'' Call no man your father upon earth /' (Matt, xxiii. 9 ;) but resort to 
the Bible, and that only, as the word of our counsel. But since all 
profess to do this, and we, like other people, are disposed to place 
that construction upon the Scriptures which is most congenial to 
our feelings, or favours the peculiar views of our choice : it T)e- 
comes necessary to' throw' off the transversing glasses of prepossessed 
opinion and, ceasing to make the Bible teach what we believe, con- 
sent to believe what the Bible teaches: and this can only be 
done by restricting ourselves to that regular system or rule by 
which to be governed; which will not admit of the possibility of 
waving a plain thus saith the Lord. The rules we have adopted 
are as follows : 

1. Since even Christ, the Son of the living God, if he would 
honour him that sent him, "can do nothing of himself, but what he 
seeth the Father do;*' (John v. 19;) thus "leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps,** (1 Pet. ii. 21,) it become& «&, 
if we would thus honour Christ our head, to "cease from thine owa 
wisdom;** (Prov. xxiii. 4;) "and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing:** but "in all thy ways acknowledge him^ and be shall 
19 289 
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direct thy path:" (Pro v. iii. 5, 6;) for "The holy Scriptures are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus/* (2 Tim. iii. 15;) and they are as "a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path." (Psa. cxix. 105.) 

2. If we would acknowledge but "one lawgiver," (James iv. 12:) 
we cannot "dishonour" our "head," even "Christ," by making the 
doctrine and traditions of men our covering; (1 Cor. xi. 4;) but in 
obedience to Christ, "call no man your father ipon the earth;" 
(Matt, xxiii. 9;) we should "seardi the Scriptures^ for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; and they are ikej which testify of 
me," (John v. 39.) 

3. If "the world by wisdom knew not God," (1 Cor. i. 21;) 
" your faith should BOt stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God:" (1 Cor. ii. 5;) for they, "by good words and fair 
spcedies, deceive the hearts of the simple;" (Rom. xvi. 18.) But 
the ^* testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;" 
(Psa. xix. 7 ;) for "the entrance of his words giveth light, it giveth 
understanding unto the simple;" (Psal. cxix. 130;) enabling those 
who "trust in the Lord with all their hearts," (Prov. iii. 6;) to 
say, "I have more understanding than all my teachers," (Psa. 
cxix. 99.) 

4. Since " the carnal mind is enmity against God," (9om. -viii. 
7 ;) in order to believe and understand the holy Scripture©, it shoiUd 
be so completely slain, as to enable one to be as regardless of 
popular opinion, as though he hated "his own life:" (Luke xiv. 26;) 
for "how can ye believe which receive honour one of another, and 
seek not the honour that eometh from God only?" (John v, 44.) 
But "if any man shall do his will, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God." (John vii. 17.) 

5. If we can exercise faith to believe that "one jot, or one titde, 
shall in nowise pass from the" "word of God," (Matt. v. 18;) we 
dbould, in order to understand the holy Scriptures, " Hold fast the 
fori^ of sound words;" (2 Tim. i. 13;) never departing from the 
^moat obvious and literal reading, unjess there b^ the most un- 
doubted authority drawn from the Bible for doing so: for example, 
iit i» said, "the stone that smote the image became a great 
anountain, and filled the whole earth:" by this rule we understand 
a litjeral mountain. But Daniel explains the matter thus: "In the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom:" 
j(Dan. ii. 44;) hence, we now understand the mountaiii te be but a 
symbol of the kingdom of God. 

^. If a word does not make good sense as it stands, cr cannot be 
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explained or accomplished in a literal sense, it must be understood 
in a figurative; for example, it is said, '^the ten horns are ten 
kings." But this does not make sense, therefore, we understand 
that they represent ten kings. Again it is said, "unto 2300 days, 
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed:" according to rule the fifth, I 
understand literal days ; but on discovering that they were given in 
answer to the question, "How long the vision?" we observe that it 
is morally impossible for them to be accomplished in 2300 literal 
days ; hence, they are symbols of years. 

7. If a text of Scripture will admit of more than one construc- 
tion, notice the subject on which the author was writing; the 
context or general scope of the subject; and by "comparing spi- 
ritual things with spiritual," learn that "which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth;" (1 Cor. ii. 13;) for example, Paul says, "one baptism;" 
(Eph. iv. 5.) By noticing to whom he was writing, and the subject 
at issue, it is discovered that he meant the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit; "for by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body;" 
(1 Cor. xii. 13.) 

8. It is also necessary to notice the chronological order of things. 
For example, when Paul says, the "man of sin" "sitteth in the 
temple of God," all that is necessary to know whether he meant 
God's " Holy Temple," (Eph. ii. 21 ;) or that house which was 
but a type of " the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched," (Heb. 
viii. 2 ;) is to call to mind that " Christ being come an high-priest 
of good things to come, by a. greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building," that 
which was but " a figure for the time then present," has "vanished 
away." (Heb. viii. 13; ix. 9-lL) 

9. If God does nothing in vain, if " all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable," if "things which are re- 
vealed belong unto us," (Pent. xxix. 29 ;) they may be understood, 
not by a careless way of reading the Bible, there is no promise of 
that. But, if " I set my face unto the Lord God to seek by prayer," 
(Dan. ix. 3,) if we "search the Scriptures," (John v. 39.) "If 
thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for un- 
derstanding, if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her, 
as for hid treasures : then shalt ihon understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God," (Prov. ii. 3-6 ;) for we are 
positively commanded to "understand." (Dan. ix. 23.) 

10. If, like that of "the prophets," nothing can "pass from the 
law till all be fulfilled," (Matt. v. 18;) it must be prophetic; and 
if so, then the days and years as enjoined by law must, as all other 
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prophetic dates be accomplished in definite time ; for the one only 
object of the days and years as enjoined by the law was to point 
out definite time. But if the law was " a shadow of good things 
to come/' (Heb. x. 1 ;) that which is shadowed forth, can no more 
be the same with the shadow, than a tree can be the same with the 
shade cast by the tree. Hence, as Ezekiel acted out in literal 
days that which was accomplished in as many years, (Ezekiel iv. 6 ;) 
so must that which was under the law acted out in literal days be 
accomplished in as many years. 

11. The prophets in speaking of that which was a type of something 
else, in passing from the type to the antitype, appear sometimes to 
blend the two together. For example, Isaiah, in alluding to the return 
of the Jews at the end of the kingdom of Babylon, passed from that 
to the return of the true Israel, at the end " of Mystery, Babylon 
the great,'* (Isa. xlv. 1-17 ;) which has given rise to the erroneous 
opinion of supposing that prophecy must have a two-fold fulfil- 
ment. 

12. As the Jews made " the word of God of none efiect through 
their tradition," so those who say that prophecy must have a se- 
cond fulfilment destroy the prophecy; for example, Jeremiah de- 
clared that the Jews should " serve the king of Babylon seventy 
years." If this had a second fulfilment, then instead of 70 they 
served 140 years : which contradicts the express word of God, say- 
ing, "when seventy years are accomplished, I will punish the 
king of Babylon," and cause "you to return to this place," 
(Jer. xxix. 10 ;) and so with the prophecy of Daniel, since the ob- 
ject of the 2300 days was to measure the length of the vision, it is 
morally impossible that they can have a second fulfilment, unless 
the vision has a second accomplishment, which cannot be, for at 
the end of the 2300 days, "then shall the sanctuary be cleansed," 
" and all these things shall be finished." (Dan. xii. 7.) 

13. The personal pronoun "he" or "the man," is often used in 
the Bible, in allusion to a number of persons, for example, the whole 
Chaldean empire, including all " the kings of Babylon," and '/ As- 
syria," are called "the man that made the earth to tremble." (Isa. 
xiv. 4, 16, 25.) And so, Paul, in reference to the whole kingdom 
of Antichrist uses the personal pronoun "he." (2 Thess. ii. 4.) 
Hence, if there be any doubt as to whether the author meant an in- 
dividual person, or some ruling power, we must settle this question 
according to rule the 7th : for example, Daniel informs us that in 
succession to Herod, there " shall stand up a vile person." But, 
by "comparing spiritual things with spiritual," we discover that he 
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could not have meant an individual man, for he was to " stand up 
against the prince of princes/' "cast down the place of his sanc- 
tuary/' that is, " destroy the city and the sanctuary,** and yet," be 
broken without hands,** at the last day. (Dan. viii. 11, 25.) 

14. Being required to " take heed that ye be not deceived,** 
(Luke xxi. 8 ;) we should be certain that we are right in the posi- 
tion we have taken in order to which bring all the Scriptures to- 
gether on the subject, (which can be done with the aid of Cruden*s 
Concordance ;) let every word have its proper bearing ; and if with- 
out a contradiction, you have built alone, on the word of God, you 
cannot be in error. 

15. Being now living " in the last days, perilous times,*' in which 
men are both "being deceived** themselves, and "deceiving** 
others, (2 Tim. iii. 1-18 ;) we should take nothing on trust but 
"search the Scriptures daily, whether these things are so.** Acts 
xvii. 11. 

" The most important rule of all is, that you must have/aM. It 
must be a faith that requires a sacrifice, and if tried, would give up 
the dearest object on earth, the world and all its desires, character, 
living, occupation, friends, home, comforts, and worldly honors. If 
any of these should hinder our believing any part of God's word, it 
would show our faith to be vain. Nor can we ever believe, so long 
as one of these motives lies lurking in our hearts. We must be- 
lieve that God will never forfeit his word. 

These are some of the most important rules which I find the word 
of God warrants me to adopt and follow, in order for system and 
regularity. And if I am not greatly deceived, in so doing, I have 
found the Bible, as a whole, one of the most simple, plain, and in- 
telligible books ever written, containing proof in itself of its Divine 
origin, and full of all knowledge that our hearts could wish to know 
or enjoy. I have found it a treasure which the world cannot pur- 
chase. It gives a calm peace in believing, and a firm hope in the 
future. It sustains the mind in adversity, and teaches us to be 
humWe in prosperity. It prepares us to love and do good to others, 
and to realize the value of the soul. It makes us bold and valiant 
for the truth, and nerves the arm to oppose error. It gives us a 
powerful weapon to break down infidelity, and makes known the 
only antidote for sin. It tells us of future events, and shows the 
preparation necessary to meet them. 

This is but a faint view of its value ; yet how many perishing 
souls treat it with neglect, or, what is equally as bad, treat it as a 
hidden mystery which cannot be known !" 
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PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD. 



^^Bbadbb, — ^I have an important message to you. Whoever you 
may be, yon have the deepest interest in it. It matters not 
whether you are young or old, rich or poor, bond or free, learned 
or ignorant, you have more concern in it than anything you can 
imagine besides. 

Jesus Christ, ^Hhe Son of God," has plainly and unequivocally 
declared, that when certain specified signs should be seen, his peo- 
ple might KNOW that his second coming was nigh, even at tab 

DOOBS. 

These foretold signs are now fulfilled. The Sun has been dark- 
ened — the Moon has withheld her light — ^the stars have fallen from 
heaven. The perils---selfishness — ^pride — ^impiety — ^blasphemy — 
incontinency-^want of confidence— hypocrisy — deception — &c., of 
the last times, are flooding the world. (2 Tim. iii.) Witness also 
the scoffing — sensuality — ^unbelief — brutality, &c., that were to 
mark the last times. (2 Pet. iii.) The next great event now to be 
looked for, is the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven, 
to gather his elect from the four quarters of the earth, and by the 
brightness of his coming, to de89?boy the man of sin, and thbm 

THAT DBSTBOY THE BABTH. 

! Reader, are you aware how near you are to " THE END OF 
ALL THINGS?'* Do you know that these are "the last days?" 
The signs of the times clearly prove this. And if you do not so see 
it, it is high time that you awake from your slumbers, and com- 
mence, in good earnest, a prayerful investigation of the evidences 
of this unutterable truth. We are living in an important period — 
a time of the completion of all the prophecies concerning this sin- 
polluted world. Its long career of corruption, apostacy, and blood, 
will soon close. 

Now, reader, if you are not ready, let it be your first work to 
prepare for this great event. * Your ignorance of it — ^your indiffer- 
ence to it — ^your unbelief — ^ridicule — opposition — and unreadiness 
for it, will not prevent its coming. Oh, then, do not waste t\ie few 
precious moments yet allotted to you — for, " in a little while He 
294 
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'tHatis to come will come, and will not tarry.** Are you pre- 
pared for the fearful events which God is about to bring to pass ? 
Do you feel ready to see Christ in the clouds, — ^the heavens roll- 
ing together as a scroll, and passing away with a great noise, — the 
elements melting, — the earth and the works thereof burning, — all 
faces turned into paleness. " Can thine heart endure, or can thine 
hands be strong in the day when God shall thus deal with thee?** 
" Thus saith the Lord Grod ; Howl ye. Wo, worth the day ! for the 
day is near, even the day of the Lord is near.*' (Ezekiel xxx. 
2,8.) 

Are you a minister of the gospel ? Have the people of the land 
taken you from their coasts, and set you for a watchman over them ? 
Have you been carefully watching th^t you might see when the 
sword was coming ; and have you faithfully blown the trumpet, and 
warned the people ? If not, when the wicked shall be taken away 
n his iniquity, his blood shall be required at thine hand. Are you 
joining in the delusive cry, " My Lord delayeth his coming?** and 
promising the world long centuries of unexampled and uninter- 
rupted peace, when the mighty God declares, " My determination 
is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour 
upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger ; for all the 
earth shall be devoured in the fire of my jealousy !** Your Lord 
" shall come in a day that you look not for him, and in an hour 
that you are not aware of.** 

Are you a man of wealth, hoarding the Lord*s silver and gold, 
and leaving it to rust in your coflFers, or squandering it upon your 
lusts ; when it is needed to spread abroad light and truth, and wake 
up a slumbering world, as the wrath that is coming upon them 
makes haste, that they may turn to the strong hold, while prison- 
ers of hope ? Then weep and howl for your miseries that shall 
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver is cankered, and the 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh 
as it were fire ; a witness that you have hid your Lord's talent, in- 
stead of faithfully appropriating it to arouse the perishing, and 
pull them out of the fire. Oh, I should be afraid to be a rich man, 
when Christ appears ! 

Are you an oppressor, keeping back by fraud, the hire of the 
laborers that have reaped down your fields ? Remember, the cries 
of them that have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth, — and that his high command is, " Deliver the spoiled out 
of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go forth like fire, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



296 APPENDIX. 

burn, that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings." 
That fire will be kindled soon. 

Are you a sooflFer, saying. Where is the promise of his coming ? 
We are foretold that there shall be such as you in the last days. 
Tou stand as a witness, that the end of all things ?s indeed at 
hand. Beware ! 

Are you a stupid, hardened sinner? "He that being often re- 
proved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." 

Are you a worldly-minded professor of religion? Your worldli- 
ness will soon have an end. God grant that your own end may not 
be destruction. 

Are you one that trembles as you think of the approaching 
terrors of the Lord ? See ! there is Christ, who died that you might 
live. Confess all your guilt, put away all your sins, throw your 
self into his arms. ^^He will in no wise cast you out." Take him, 
as he is of God, made unto you wisdom, and righteousness^ and 
sanctifieation, and redemption. Then fear not. Confess him as 
your Saviour now, and he will confess you before his Father and 
the angels, when he appears. Oh, stay not, — ^haste, — ^haste, lest 
thou be consumed. Remember Lot's wife. Look not behind 
thee. 

Let go of the world, and cling to Christ. Tremble not at the 
frown of the haughty, or the ridicule of scoffers, but tremble at 
God's word. 

Do you say we mistake in expecting Christ's coming so soon? 
We hav^ gained our belief from the study of God's word. If, in 
view of this belief, we prepare for his coming, it will be safe for us 
to wait and watch, even should it not be. But if you are mistaken, 
and Christ, coming on you like a thief, shall find you unprepared, 
THERE IS NO REMEDY. For " the Lord of that servant" who loves 
not his appearing, and is not expecting his return, ^^ will come in 
a day when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will 
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers." (Luke xii. 46.) 

OBJECTION. 

But has not Christ said, no man shall ever know the time of 
his coming ? Do you not give Christ the lie ? 

We will see presently who " gives the lie*' to inspiration, we or 
our opponents. Our Lord says — " Of that day and hour no man 
inoweth, [in the present tense; not ^never shall Amow.'"] 

But let the objector be true to his principles. If he means any- 
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thing, he means that, "Our Lord's words authorize him in saying 
/no man shall ever know anything about Christ's appearing till he 
actually comes as the lightning.'" Very well; now let him carry 
out his principles, and he proves that Christ himself will never know 
anything about it tiW. he finds himself Aere.^ For our Lord says, 
(Mark xiii. 32; "Of that day and hour km)weth no man, no, not 
the angels in heaven, neither the son." If the objector is now 
a&aid to follow out his principles, let him acknowledge he is mis- 
taken in his interpretation of the words, "no man knoweth;'' for, 
if it is true, that no man ever shaU know, it is equally true that the 
"/Sow" never shall know. Nor can he escape from the diflSculty by 
saying, "Christ did not know it as man,** for it is the "/Sow of 
Man** that is to appear "in the clouds of heaven." The fact is, 
the time of the end of the world was given in the book of Daniel, 
but he was commanded, (chap. xii. 4,) "Shut up the words, and 
seal the book, to the time of the end;** and at the ninth verse 
Daniel is told, "The words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end;** and then it is added, Vterse tenth, "Many shall be 
purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand*' — ^when? In 'Hhe time of the end.*' That time 
has come. 

The word of God must be fulfilled. " The wise shaU understand. " 
Do you ask who are the wise? Let the Lord himself reply. " The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." "The testimony 
of the Lord maketh wise the simple.** 

Our Saviour says — "When ye see all these things, (viz., the 
signs he had given them,) know that it is near, even at the doors." 
Now, who gives "Christ the lie," we, who have seen all the signs, ' 
and hence believe our Lord's words, and ^^know it is at the door," 
or our opponents, who declare we can know nothing about it ? 

But. let the objector mark well the verses which follow the one he 
so much delights to quote. 

Verses 40 and 41. "Then shall two be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Two shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and' the other left." 

In Luke xvii. 34-36, it is said — "I tell you, in that night there 
shall be two in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left : — Two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left." 

Thus it appears it will be night in some parts of the earth, and 
day in others. There, a pious wife, who has endured the scoiFs of 
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a wicked husband, will be takeriy and he will be left ; or a piooa 
husband will be taken, and a persecuting wife will be Uft;-^ 
there, a pious brother is taken, and a wicked sister is left — or a 
pious sister is taken, and a scoffing brother left; — ^here, a godly 
parent, whose prayers, counsels, and entreaties hare aU been dis- 
regarded, is taken, and- the wicked child left— or pious children are 
taken, and ungodly parents fe/i;— -there, the Utile bahe$^ for they 
will all go up in that day, are taken from their wicked parents' 
arms, and those parents are left — left! left! Left to what? 
Not to the next cars, for the liMt train, that will ever run for 
glory, has gone — gone — gone for ever! Left to what? Left to 
the burning day — '* For behold the day cometh that %JiaU bum a9 
an oven: and all the proud, yea, all that do wiekedh/ shall be stub- 
ble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hostSj that it shall leave them neither root nor branch." See Mai. 
iv. 1, and Jer, xxv. 33: ^^LeftT' Oh, ye> who are sensible that 
you are not prepared for that burning day, why will you persist 
in a cold neglect of the Call of God? "Prepare to meet thy 
God." 



TRUTH WILL PREVAIL 

From the following extract from the "Advent Herald," we dis- 
cover that the Editor, since writing the article which we noticed on 
page 260 has undergone a considerable change, or at least, is now 
willing to admit that we have indeed established the correct chro- 
nology of our world. 



" THE SEALED BOOK OF DANIEL OPENED." 

During our journey to Canada, we improved the leisure of a 
railroad journey to read carefully this new work ; and must con- 
fess that we have rarely met with* a richer intellectual repast. At 
the time of our brief notice for our "book-shelves," we had only 
time, amidst the multiplicity of ofiBce duties, to glance at its out- 
lines, and state the results at which the author aimed. But on a 
more full and mature examination of the book, we have been more 
than gratified with the lucid and forcible manner in which the chro- 
nology of the world is taken up and analized. As we have al- 
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ready said, he lays violent hands on the canon of Ptolemy, on which 
all chronological writers have based their respective theories, and 
shows numerous errors in eclipses given by that celebrated writer^ 
of sufficient number and magnitude to invalidate his system, and 
render all systems based upon it unreliable. 

Of course, not professing any skill in practical astronomy, we do 
not profess to be able to decide whether Mr. Thurman is right or 
wrong in these respects ; but, admitting the astronomical facts to 
be as he asserts them, he has gained the day ; Ptolemy is fairly 
disposed of, and we must look elsewhere for a basis for our chro- 
nological faith. Having thus disposed of Ptolemy, by pulling down 
his house, clearing awoy the rubbish from the old foundation,^ by ag- 
tronomieal factSy he proceeds to rear up another superstructure^ which 
he alleges to be composed of so durable materials, and based on so 
sure a foundation, that we need have no fears that even the fires 
of the last day will shake it. 

Beginning with the flood, fixing it where all other chronologists 
who follow the Hebrew text do, A. M. 1656, he commences a series 
of astronomical facts, which collated with the statements of Scrip- 
ture and contemporary historians, or historians who lived at the 
time of the occurrence of alleged events, he builds up his system, 
item by item, to the birth of Christ, which he fixes, to say the least, 
with a great degree of plausibility, on the 14th day of August, B. c. 
5. The crucifixion he fixes on the 6th of April, A. D. 30. 

His argument is thus : Christ was crucified on Thursday. Proof: 
The two disciples on the way to Emmaus, on Sunday, the day of 
the resurrection, said, ' This is the third day since these things 
were done.* If he was crucified on Friday, Saturday would be the 
first day, and Sunday the second day only. But if Thursday was 
the day, Friday the first, Saturday the second, Sunday the third, 
as the disciples said. Therefore, Thursday was the day. 

But Jesus was crucified at the passover, which was always 
at a full moon ; and Josephus says, while the sun was in Aries. 
The only paschal full moon which happened on Thursday, within a 
period of eight years, from A. D. 29, was in A. D. 30. April the 
6th, A. D. 30, therefore, must be the day of crucifixion. This is 
corroborated by many other facts and arguments. The conclusion 
of the whole argument is, that about the 15th of the 7th month, 
1875, the great release will come, and every man of the Lord's 
family return to his possession." 
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We will here add another extract from the Voice of the West, that 
valuable paper, as published by brother Himes, and which we re- 
commend to every lover of truth, in that he is one of the only men 
who at the present day, can in deed and in truth say, I have " set 
my face like a flint,'* (Isa. 1. 7,) against everything that opposes 
the doctrine of the coming and kingdom of our God. It was by the 
reading of his paper, that I first became " instructed in the pro- 
phecies ;*' indeed, from the time I commenced reading it, the Bible 
appeared to be a new book to me ; for though, after I had duly 
"trimmed*' our lamp, (Matt. xxv. 7,) I was unable to receive the 
doctrine of 1843, that light, which was by his paper, kindled in the 
mind, has " as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day," (Prov. iv. 18,) continued to brighten, until we 
have discovered " a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do 
^ell that ye take heed." (2 Pet. i. 19.) " For, yet a little while, 
and he that shall come, will come, and will nottarry." (Heb.x.37.) 



MORE LIGHT FOR THE CHURCH. 

We have received a copy of a new work on chronology and pro- 
phecy, by Eld. William C. Thurman, a Baptist minister, late of 
Virginia. This work is entitled " The Sealed Book of Daniel 
opened.-' This work will prove the statement of Newton, that every 
new writer adds something to the stock of increasing knowledge of 
the "time of the end." 

Mr. C, shows by the jubilees, that 1875 is the time at which the 
sanctuary will be cleansed, and the beginning of the great Sabbath 
of rest. We hail this work with joy, and commend it to Bible 
students everywhere. We shall enrich our columns with extracts, 
from time to time. 

. A notice from the New York QhronicUy an able and widely cir- 
culated Weekly, of the Baptist denomiiiation, is here given of Bro- 
ther Thurman's work: — "The Sealed Book of Daniel opened,"* is 
the title of a very interesting work which has just been published. 
The primary object of the author seems to have been to establish a 
correct Bible chronology, and by a careful investigation, we are 
convinced that he has succeeded in so doing. It is indeed, remark- 
able to see how sacred and profane writers are reconciled ; and it 
is the only work on chronology, in which it is clearly shown that 
one but substantiates the other. It is truly sublime to observe the 
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harmonizing of those prophetic dates which have never before been 
properly explained. 

" In regard to the age of the world, the author, by clear and as- 
tronomical demonstrations, shows that Moses left Egypt B. c. 1611, 
which, according to the chronological dates in our Hebrew Bible, 
was A. M. 2515, and according to the Septuagint, 3943. Hence, 
the world cannot be less than 6000 years old in A. n. 1875. 

" The work contains more original matter, and does more to re- 
concile the Scriptures, and explain the prophetic dates than any 
other yet published. 

" The infidel, atheist or deist cannot, with a mind free from pre- 
judice, make himself master of its contents without being compelled 
to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God ; and 
the Christian, by doing the same, is inspired with the faith which 
fills the soul with ecstacies of joy, enabling him to ' look up,* knowr 
ing that his redemption draweth nigh.'* 

Such a notice, from a popular and widely-circulated denomina- 
tional paper, is ominous. God is indeed causing the watchmen to 
see these things more clearly than in years past. Knowledge is 
increasing. Praise God. 

J. V. HIMES, 
Buchanan, Mich. 
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THE TRUTH DISCOVERED; 

CHRONOLOGY ESTABLISHED BY HISTORY. 



At the time I first arranged our Bible chronology, I bad no 
knowledge of Ptolemy's so-called " famous astronomical era ; " 
and, thinking that the word of God was the highest authority to 
which we can appeal, I felt satisfied with the chronology given 
by those sacred authors. Hence, my chronology, in its original 
form, wag only a table of Bible dates written out for convenience, 
or that we might see at one view that chronology as given in 
the book of God. But when I sent it to Elder Bliss, of Boston, 
he refused to publish it, because it conflicted with Ptolemy's 
Canon; and to satisfy me of its incorrectness, he sent me his 
" Analysis of Sacred Chronology," up to which time I had no 
knowledge of the fact that it was claimed that our chronolog^^ 
was established by astronomy. And when I called to mind that 
my chronology did not claim for its authority the conflicting opin- 
ions of men, but that word of God which he has " magnified .... 
above all" his " name," I saw that it could not admit of an error, 
or be so altered as to harmonize with Ptolemy's Canon ; and as 
two bodies cannot occupy the same space at one and the same 
time, so it was impossible that both the Bible Chronology and 
that of Ptolemy's Canon could occupy the place they claimed in 
history. And when I thus saw that either my Bible, the book I 
loved, was thus proven to be incorrect, or Ptolemy's " famous 
astronomical era," the foundation on which the chronology of all 
the world is raised, was erroneous, I felt the deepest anxiety to 
know the truth of the matter; hence I spent much time in 
searching books; and, as the result of my investigation, have 
learned, to my great astonishment and surprise, that Ptolemy 
had no Canon, — that we have been all the time fighting against 
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not a real, but only an apparent, difficulty. That which appeared 
as a rugged mountain, hard to remove, is found to be but as a 
bank of fog, all dispelled by the light of truth. 

In proof that Ptolemy had no Canon, or that the catalogue of 
kings, with the number of years each reigned, called his Canon, 
was unknown to him, the Duke of Manchester has well asked, 
'* If the Canon was in existence in the time of Clement of Alex- 
andria, could he have been ignorant of it? or how could he 
have neglected it so entirely as, by his Stromata, was evidently 
the case ? " " According to Tbeon, Ptolemy was the author of 
the second part of the Canon, from the death of Alexander to the 
last year of Antonius," which portion of the Canon is proven to 
be about correct. 

Says the Duke of Manchester, "Ptolemy himself probably 
constructed the skeleton of the Astronomical Canon ; but who 
filled up the intermediate reigns between the recorded eclipses ? " 
**I think," he continues, "I have shown some grounds for sus^ 
pecting that the part before the death of Alexander was filled 
up by some Christian chronologers." — Times of Danidy p. 225. 

Knowing nothing of that confused mass of conflicting authors 
from which the so-called Ptolemy's Canon had been selected, 
when I first saw the list of kings with their respective number 
of years assigned to each, it had the appearance of truth, inso- 
much it presented to my mind a serious difficulty in the way of 
the true Bible chronology. But he who has examined the con- 
fused and conflicting authorities from which it has been selected 
regards it as nothing more than an exhibition of the peculiar 
views of those who arranged it, without anything certain as to 
its correctness. Indeed, there is such a variety as to the num- 
ber of years diiSFerent kings are said to have reigned, one may 
select that number that best suits the chronology he may prefer. 
Therefore, as ignorant ^s I was as to the source of authority 
from which the received chronology of our world is selected, I 
find, that, in going to the Bible, I went to the proper and the 
only real source of authority from which anything reliable, as 
to a correct chronology, can be obtained. 

But though the number of years during which kings are said 
to have reigned is of little worth; astronomy is reliable, for 
eclipses with correct tables may be calculated with great pre- 
cision ; and my tables make the eclipses in the reign of Cam- 
by ses and Darius very near the record as given by Ptolemy ; 
hence they fix the time of the reign of these two kings with 
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that clear appearance of truth th%t cannot be set siside with the 
light we have on the subject. And having by astronomy fixed 
the time of the reign of Darius, we cap clearly establish the 
true Bible chronology by the truth brought to light in the " re- 
markable documents of Philo." It reads thus : " According to 
tfie chronicle of our seniors, they have left us a writing after 
this manner : Joshua, .... in the first year of Cyrus, went up to 
Jerusalem. In the second year he laid the foundation of the 
temple ; . . . . but the building was impeded ON account op the 
DEATH OP Darius Hystaspes; nor could he go up to Cyrus, 
who was occupied in war with Tomyris ; and when Cyrus was 
slain, after him reigned Assuerus Artaxerxes Priscus." — Times 
of Danid, p. 84. 

It is said that " this curious and valuable document .... is 
perhaps the most ancient record in existence, except the sacred 
books, relating to this point of Jewish history ; and as such is 
entitled to greater weight than any other human autlwrity we 
have upon the subject." — Timss of Danid, p. 84. 

As darkness is dispelled by the rising sun, so this truth re- 
moves the great difficulty in which we have been so much in- 
volved, in attempting to reconcile profane history with the true 
Bible chronology. 

When we observed that God's sacred writers place the reign 
of Darius either contemporaneous with (Dan. vi. 28) or before 
Cyrus (Dan. i. 21 and vi. 1), we have been greatly perplexed 
to find that Ptolemy's Canon placed the beginning of the reign 
" of the first Darius " eight years after the death of Cyrus. But 
since the truth of the matter is brought to light by this most 
valuable document of Philo, the difficulty is removed; insomuch, 
we can now see a remarkable harmony existing between sacred 
and profane chronology. We are now enabled to see the cause 
of the great confusion into which writars on chronology have 
been involved; and the difficulty seems to have originated from 
a slight error on the part of Herodotus, who is called the " father 
of history ; " which error was that of attributing things to the 
son, which were accomplished by i\iQ father ; thus causing many 
to blend " Darius, the son of Hystaspes," with his father, " Da- 
rius Hystaspes," though Herodotus himself always calls him 
by the proper name ; that iei, " Darius the son of Hystaspes ;" 
but when we discriminate between the father and son, the diffi- 
culty is removed, and ancient history reconciled with the Bible. 
For example, Daniel informs us that when Belshazzar was slain. 
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" Darius the Median took the kingdom " (Dan. v. 31) ; and " in 
the oriental Chroiucal, Darius Hystaspes is called Darius the 
Median ; " and *' both on his tomb, and on the Dorics, Darius 
Hystaspes has the Median robe.'' — Tunes of Domid, p. 85. 

From among the many ways in which the Duke of Manchester 
has proven that ^'Darius the Median " was ^' Darius Hystaspes,''* 
we may offer two : — 

1. " According to Herodotus, Strabo, -and Polyenus, Darius 
Hystaspes was the first who levied a tax, and this seems in 
Scripture to be attributed to Darius the Median ; " thus " It 
pleased Darius to set over the kingdom obe hundred and twenty 
princes, and over these three presidents, of whom Daniel was 
the first ; that the princes might give account to them, and the 
king should have no damage." — Dan. vi. 2. 

2. "The Artaxerxes who preceded the Darius, in whose 
reign the temple was completed, was in the custom of receiving 
taxes (Ezra iv. 13); therefore, the Darius who succeeded him 
was not Darius Hystaspes." — Times of Danielj p. 82. 

'fo the above, I might add another proof: "Pliny says that 
Susa was built by Darius Hysta^^pes ; " $ind if so, tbe time at 
which Daniel was in Shushan, or Susa (Dan. viii. 2), could not 
have been earlier than the beginning of his reign. The two 
kings are distinguished the one from the other in the Bible, * 
thus: "Darius the Median" (Dan. v. 31), and "Darius king of 
Persia " (Ezra iv. 24). They are distinguished in history thus : 
" the first Darius," or " Darius Hystaspes," and " Darius Longi- 
manus," or " Darius *the son of Hystaspes." 

Ptolemy points out the particular king in whose reign the 
eclipses occurred, thus : " Darius the first ; " and the first Da- 
rius mentioned in the Bible was the oi^e alluded to by Daniel. 
And since the eclipse which occurred " in the seventh year of 
Cambyses " is by Ptolemy located " in the one hundred and 
twenty-fifth year of Nabonassar," we learn that it occurred in 
the reign of the first Cambyses ; that is, the father instead of the 
son of Cyrus. 

The following table will exhibit the truth of the matter, as 
nearly correct as we can arrange it with the evidence gathered 
from history. 
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TABLE OF FIXED DATES. 


B.O. 

983 




4 


480 


• • 




^975 


49 


12 


.. 


• • 




755 




41 


.. 


.. 




583 


49 


18 


3 


.. 




561 




8 


25 


5 




558 




11 


28 


8 


1 


549 




9 


37 


17 


10 


547 




11 


39 


19 


12 


534 


49 


• • 


12 


32 


25 


529 




1 


17 


37 






523 




Y 


23 


43 






521 




9 


25 


1 






511 




19 


35 


11 






510 




1 


• • 


12 






« 509 




2 


• • 


13 






502 




9 


• • 


20 






497 




14 


1 


25 






495 




16 


3 


27 






494 




17 


4 


28 


1 


492 




19 


6 


30 


3 


491 




20 


7 


31 


4 


490 




21 


8 


32 


1 


489 




o2 


9 


33 


2 


488 




23 


10 


34 


1 


487 




24 


11 


35 


2 


486 




25 


12 


36 


3 


485 


49 


26 


13 


1 


4 


4R2 


• • 


29 


16 


4 


7 


475 


•• 


•• 


19 


7 


• 





:Eixj?i:»AJNAjnoN. 



Solomon b^on to build the temple 143 yean 

before the buildine of Carthage. 
The temple, according to Bishop Usher, was 

dedicated in the year of jobilee. 
The end of Jeroboam's 4l8t year fixed to B. C. 

755 by a total eclipse of the sun. 
The Jews affirm that the 18th of Josiah was a 

jubilee. 
In the 8th of Jehoiakim, the 5th of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the 70 years series began. 
From the carrying away from Jerusalem 338 

years to the 4th Ftolemy. 
The eclipse of Thales, according to the Duke of 

Manchester. 
The desolation, according to Philo, began 70 

years before the second year of Darius. 
The 25th year of the captivity was a jubilee, 

according to the Jews. 
Cambyses, king of Persia and father of Cyrus, 

reigned 19 years. 
An eclipse of the moon, by which the 7th of 

Cambyses is fixed to B. C. 523. 
Darius Uystaspes, or Darius the Median/ the 

son of Ahasuerus, 36 years. 
End both of the reign of Cambyses, the fathw of 

Cyrus, and Ahasuerus. 
Cyrus, son of Cambyses, reigned 29 years, be- 
ginning with the l2th of Darius. 
Croesus dethroned the 13th of Darius Hystaspes, 

according to the Duke ot Manchester. 
An eclipse of the moon, by which the 20th of 

Darius is fixed to B. C. 502. 
Assuerus Artaxerxes the First reigned 20 years. 

He is the Artaxerxes of Ezra iv. 7. 
Smerdis Magus slain, according to the Parian 

Chronicle. 
Belshazzar reigned 4 years, and was slain in the 

yearB. C. 491. 
Daniel at Shushan (Dan. yiii. 2), which was 

built by Darius Hystaspes. 
Babylon overthrown in the 20th year of Cyrus, 

at the end of the 30th of Darius. 
Cyrus and Darius reigned two years together 

after the overthrow of Babylon. 
Darius overthrown or removed from Babylon at 

the end of the 22d year of Cyrus. 
Cyrus reigned seven years from the time of the 

acquisition of his empire. 
The foundation of the temple laid in the second 

year ot Cyrus. 
Death of Darius Hystaspes, and Joshua went 

up to Assuerus in his twelfth year. 
They cease to build the temple with the begin- 
ning of the jubilee of B. C. 485. 
Death of Cyrus, according to Xenophon and 

Herodotus. 
Death of Cambyses, son of Cyrus, according to 

Herodotus. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHBONOLOGT ESTABLISHED BT HISTOBT. 



307 



Tablx ov Fdud Dates, coht^. 



B.C. 

478 
47T 
473 
^6 
460 
459 
457 
456 
455 
439 
438 
437 
426 
406 
405 



1 

2 

6 

13 

19 

20 



70 



1 
3 
4 
5 

21 
22 
23 
34 



EXPLAI^ATION, Cohtinued. 



The .return of Joshua in the first of Darius 

Longimanus and death of Artaxerxes. 
The 8 let from captivity, 70th from desolation, 

and 9th from ceasing to build the temple. 
The temple completed n the 6th year of Darius, 

the son of Hystaspes. 
The battle of Marathon, according to the Parian 

Chronicle. 
Death of Darius, son of Hystaspes, according 

to the Parian Chronicle. 
Xerxes reigned 21 years, and Joiakim, high 

priest, 48 years. 
The time Xerxes invaded Greece fixed by a total 

eclipse of the sun. 
The battle of Salamis fixed to B. C. 456, by the 

Parian Chronicle. 
The second year of the war fixed by an eclipse 

of the sun on the Hist of May. 
Death of Xerxes, the fourth king (Dan. xi. 2), 

at the end of DaniePs seven weeks. 
Artaxerxes and his brother Hystaspes together 

one year, according to Prideaux. 
Artaxerxes, having slain his brother Hystaspes, 

reigned 33 years. 
<< The ram pushing... so that no living might 

stand before him." Est. iii. 7-13. 
The wall finished in 32d year of Artaxerxes, 

from which the 62 weeks are recorded. 
The death of Artaxerxes, from which there are 

400 years to the birth of Christ. 



EXPLANATION OF THE TABLE. 

B. C. 983. Bosanquet,' in his third chapter on Sacred and 
Profane Chronology,- says, " We next come to the important 
annals of the King of Tyre. These annals sire quoted by Jose- 
phus (against Apion b. 1, s. 17) as having been open to the pub- 
lic ; that is, they were probably engraved on marble and set up 
in some public part of the city. They were transcribed by 
Menander from the Phoenician language into Greek, about the 
time when Berosus and Manetho wrote, and with Menander's 
Greek translation before him, Josephus writes : ' Therein it is 
recorded that the temple was built by King Solomon at Jerusa- 
lem, one hundred and forty-three years and eight months before 
the Tyrians built Carthage.' What, then, is the date of the 
building of Carthage ? Polybius, who is one of the most scru- 
pulous and truthful of ancient historians, was living at the time 
of the fall of Carthage, and he says that Carthage was destroyed 
after having existed for seven hundred years. The epitomizer 
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of Livy gives the same number of years ; Orisius the same ; 
Solinus, as reeul by Scaliger^ the same. Carthage was destsoyed 
in the year B. C. i4€. It was built, then, according to these 
authorities, in the year B. C. 846. And if, dropping the eight 
months, we add 143 years to this date, we come to the y«ar 
B. C. 989 for the building of Solomon's temple; i. e., to the 
fourth year of Solomon." 

According to the Bible Chronolqgy, the firarth year of Solo- 
mon's reign was B. C. 983, which is only six years short of 
the time given by the " Annals of the Kings of Tyre." 

" Niebuhr proposes to place the building of the temple even 
lower than B. C. 989. He would bring the date down to B. C. 
956, or one hundred and eighty years before the first Olyn^piad. 
He makes his calculations by adding one hundred and forty-three 
years to the date of the foundation of Carthage, which he places 
in the year B. C. 813, and considers that date to be as his- 
torically certain as the date of the building of Boston or New 
Tork." 

These two epochs for the foundation of Carthage are recon- 
ciled thus : Says Bosanquet, " Polybius, Solinus, and Orosius 
speak of the very origin of Carthage as a Tyrian settlement at 
the time of the first landing. Niebuhr's date is that of the foun- 
dation of the city itself.'- " Carthage was not builded immedi- 
ately on the arrival of Dido in Africa. Strabo tells us that the 
island of Cothon was first occupied and fortified by the hostile 
Africans, who opposed her landing on the main shore." Then 
placing the seven hundred years against B* C. 146, they give us 
B. C. 846 for the time of " the arrival of Dido in Africa." " A 
citadel called Byrsa was then built. The people :from the neigh- 
boring places flocked there for the purpose of traffic, until at 
length it assumed the appearance of a small state ; and the Afri- 
cans becoming desirous of retaining the strangers, with the con- 
sent of all, Carthage was at length built." Thus a considerable 
interval (say six years) must have el^^psed between the landing 
of Dido and the building of the city. If this interval was just 
six years, it would give us B. C. 840 for the foundation of Car- 
thage ; and allowing twenty-seven years for the time spent in 
building the city, we have B. C. 813 for the date of the comple- 
tion of the city. The " Annals of the Kings of Tyre " give 143 
y^ars and eight months from the building of Solomon's temple 
to the building of Carthage, which, being added to B. C. 840, at 
which time they began to build the city, gives B. C. 983 for the 
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foundation of the temple, in the fourth year of Solomon, and the 
4S0th year of the era of Ehud. 

B. C. 975. The temple, according to Bishop Usher, was dedi» 
cated in the year of jubilee, and if so, it was dedicated in the 
year B. C. 975,* hence the jubilee, combined*with the one hun- 
dred and forty-three years to the building of Carthage, will give 
B. C. 983 for the fourth year of Solomon, at which time the foui^ 
dation of the temple was laid, in the 480th year of the era of 
Ehud. 

B. C. 755. Saith the Lord, " I will darken the earth in the 
clear day" (Amos viii. 9), and in a clear day nothing but a total 
eclipse of the sun darkens the earth ; hence the end of Jerobo- 
am's forty-onQ years is fixed by a total eclipse of the sun, found 
to have occurred in B. C. 755. For more on this, see p. 75. 

B. C. 583. Says the Duke of Manchester, "The Jews affirm 
that the eighteenth of Josiah, when tl;ie law was found in the 
temple, was a jubilee. That the Jews are correct in this, would 
appear from Ezekiel i. 12. In allusion to which, the duke adds, 
" The most probable idea is, that the thirtieth year dates from 
the previous jubilee. This has the authority of the Jews, whose 
testimony upon such a point I should think almost conclusive." 
— Tirnes of Danidj p. 35. 

B. C. 561. According to Josephus, the Servis to the king of 
Babylon commenced in the eighth year of Jehoiakim, which 
was the fifth of Nebuchadnezzar. (Jos. Ant. b. 10. c. 6. s. 1.) 

B. C. 558. At the end of the reign of Jehoiachin, " the king 
of Babylon .... carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, 
and all the mighty men of valor, even ten thousand captives " 
(2 Kings xxiv. 14). According to Demetrius, " From the carry- 
ing away from Jerusalem to the reign of the fourth Ptolemy 
Philopater," there were just " three hundred and thirty-eight 
years and three months." In an article on the incorrectness of 
Ptolemy's Canon, we mentioned that the reign of Ptolemy Philo- 
pater commenced on the tenth day of the eighth month B. C. 
220. To which, if we add 338 years and three months, we have 
the tenth day of the fifth month, B. G. 558, for the beginning of 
the captivity. 

According to Berosus, in " the twelfth year of Zedekiah ( Je- 
hoiachim) king of Judea, Nebuchadnezzar made war upon tlie 
Jews and Phoenicians, seventy years before the reign of the 
Persians ; that is^ before the first of Cyrus, in B. C. 488. Says 
Bosanquet, " Berosus elsewhere counts not quite sixty years 
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from the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar to the end (begin- 
ning) of the reign of Cyrus." — Sacred and Profane Chronology, 
p. 27. 

On page 97 of the " Book of Daniel Opened," we mentioned that 
Jehoiakim reigned -eleven years and about fifteen days, and his 
twelfth year was B. C. 558, from which take seventy, and we ' 
have B. C. 488 for the beginning of the reign of Cyrus. The 
nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar was B. C. 547, from which take 
sixty and we have B. C. 487; hence it was "not quite sixty 
years " to the first of Cyrus. 

B. C. 549. An article in the " Penny CyclopaBdia," in allusion 
to the eclipse of Thales, says "K the eclipse mentioned by 
Diodorus to have taken place during the voyage of Agathocles, 
B. C. 310, be rightly given, a correction becomes necessary for 
the moon's distance from her nodes, which, being allowed for, no 
eclipse between B. C. 650 and 580 was central or total, at or 
near any part of Asia Minor." Therefore, either the date of the 
eclipse of Agathocles or Thales is false. 

The Duke of Manchester, observing this, says, " There having 
been no eclipse suitable between B. C. 580 and 650, we must try 
some later date. On looking over the list in L^Art de Verifier 
lea Date^j from B. C. 538 to 580, it will be seen that the eclipse 
which corresponds best with the above requisition is June 19th, 
B. C. 549." Thus it will be seen that when the subject is duly 
examined, it must be admitted that I was correct in saying that 
the eclipse of Thales occurred on the 19th of June, B. C. 549. 
And this establishes the time of the reign of the kings of Media, 
for which see page 108. 

B. C. 547. According to the document of Philo, there was 
" from the captivity of Joiakira to the desolation, eleven years." 
He calls the captivity of Joiakim "the Babylonish captivity," 
and makes it 81 years to the second year of Darius. Thus, "In 
the eighty-first year from the Babylonish captivity, and the 
seventieth from the desolation." 

B. C. 534. According to the testimony of the Jews, the 25th 
year of the captivity was a jubilee. Says the duke of Manches- 
ter, " Jarchi challenges, what year begins on the tenth of the 
month but that of the jubilee ? " This is in allusion to Ezek. 
xl. 1, " In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the 
beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the 
fourteenth year after the city was smitten." • 

Says the duke, "For this the Jewish interpreter has scrip- 
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tural warrant. But if the twenty-fifth of Jeconiah's captivity 
was a jubilee, the fifth was the thirtieth from the jubilee preced- 
ing. These two marks, therefore, mutually confirm each other." 
— Tiraes of Dardely p. 35. 

B. C. 529. With B. C. 529 begins the first year of Cambyses, 
the father of Cyrus. According to Clement, of Alexandria, Cam- 
byses reigned nineteen years {Times of Daniel, p. 225). He 
does not say whether this was the father or son of Cyrus ; but 
Herodotus does expressly say that " Cambyses, the son of Cy- 
rus, reigned in oil seVen years and five months (b. 3, c. 66). 
Therefore, we can only reconcile these two authors upon the 
supposition that Clement meant the father of Cyrus; and that 
he did reign about nineteen years appears from our table, where 
it will be seen that the 19 years end with the beginning of the 
reign of his son Cyrus, at the expiration of the 35th year of 
Astyages; neither of which, it appears, died until many years 
after; for Xenophon supposed that Cambyses, the father of 
Cyrus, was yet alive at the time Cyrus took Babylon. 

B. C. 523. According to Ptolemy, " in the seventh year of 
Cambyses, which is the 125th year of Nabonassar, . , , one hour 
before midnight, the moon was eclipsed in Babylon, on the north, 
half its diameter." And according to my tables, there was an 
eclipse of eight digits at ten o'clock, in the evening of July 16th, 
B. C. 523 ; hence, we conclude that the seventh year of Camby- 
ses, the father of Cyrus, was B. C. 523. 

B. C. 521. With B. C. 521 began the reign of Darius Hystas- 
pes, who, according to Herodotus, reigned 36 years. He is the 
first Darius mentioned in history ; hence the same king called by 
Daniel "Dafius the son of Ahasuerus " (Dan. ix. 1). And we 
learn from the book of Tobit (xiv. 5) that this " Assuerus " was 
the king that took Nineveh ; therefore he must have been the 
same one called Astyages by Herodotus ; and Prideaux says he 
took Nineveh. The Persians called him Arsames, as we learn 
from the monument erected by Darius. But in the " History of 
Armenia" he is called Ahasuerus, for there we are told that 
" Ahasuerus, king of Media, had a dream full of portents. A 
mountain produced three warriors, which the wise men inter- 
preted as an alliance between Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, and Ty- 
granes, and of the overthrow of Ahasuerus by the two last, 
which happened accordingly." — Times of Danid, p. 255. And 
it is well known that the Median king, who was overthrown by 
Cyrus, was the one called Astyages by Herodotus ; who men- 
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tioDS that Astjages had two dreams, both of which '^ the Magi, 
who interpret dreams/' explained as foretelling that the same 
Cyrus " would reign in his stead." — Herod, b. 1, c. 107. That 
which proves that this is the same dream, and overthrow of 
'* Ahasuerus, king of Media," as alluded to in the '* History of 
Armenia," is that, in allusion to the time of "the overthrow 
of Ahasuerus by Cyrus and Tygranes," it is added, " At this 
period, Cyrus, accompanied by Tygranes, effected the conquest 
of Lydia." — Times of Daniel, p. 256. 

Now all of this combined evidence must prove that the Astya- 
ges of Herodotus is the Ahasuerus of Daniel, hence a Median ; 
therefore, says Daniel, " Darius the Median took the kingdom." 
Dan. V. 31. 

Says the Duke of Manchester, "I have shown that Darius 
the Mode was Darias Hystaspes ; " and " Jomandes . . . speaks 
of Darius as son of Astyages " (p. 275). Josephus also says 
that he was "the son of Astyages." — Jos. Ant b. 10, c. 11, s. 
iv. " And Nicephorus speaks of Darius, son of Astyages, after 
taking Babylon, being himself overthrown by Cyrus. But Cir- 
bied and Martin say that Astyages left two sons, Darius and 
Cyaxares ; that Cyrus and Tygranes ' agreed that the newly 
conquered countries [of Assyria and Babylon] should not belong 
to eithor of them, but should become a kingdom tributary to 
Persia, and be governed by Darius, son of Astyages, prisoner 
in Armenia/ Two years afterwards Darius rebelled, and pro- 
voked a war in which he was overthrown and killed by Cyrus, 
who became universal monarch." — Times of Daniel, p. 276. 

From this extract, it will be seen that Cyaxares is the brother 
of Darius ; hence Prideaux and others are mistaken in supposing 
that this Cyaxares, as alluded to by Xenophon, is the Darius of 
Daniel. Says Bosanquet, " Is it not idle to tell us that Darius 
was Cyaxares? His title in Babylon was Darius. Neither Bero- 
sus nor any other historian of Babylonish affairs makes mention 
of any king of that title having been made king over the realm 
of the Chaldeans till the reign of Darius Hystaspes." Xeno- 
phon speaks of Hystaspes as " one of the equals in honor " with 
Cyrus ; but omitting his double name, — Darius Hystaspes, — he 
only calls him " Hystaspes." Herodotus admits that Hystiaspes 
'' was governor," and distinguished between the two by calling 
the second " Darius the son of Hystaspes ; " but by giving the 
36 years, which Darius Hystaspes reigned, to Darius the soil of 
Hystaspes, he has caused many to believe that Darius Hystaspes 
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was tte same with Daritis the son of Hystaspes, and thus caused 
great confusion in chronology. 

Says the Duke of Manchester, " That some confusion existed 
in the chronology of flerodbtus seems early to have been per- 
ceived ; but I think the confusion becomes greater through the 
attempts made to clear it. Herodotus says that Dairius was the 
first pei'son who coined the dories (b. iv., c. 166) ; but Suidas, 
Harpocration, and the scholiast of Aristophanes, tell us that they 
were coined, not by the father of Xerxes, but by an earlier 
Darius, — by Darius the First, by the first king of the Medes and 
Persians, who coined gold money. . . . The resemblance of th6 
coin to the sculpture on the tomb of Daritis fl^ystaspes is con- 
firmatory of both denoting the same king. — Times of Danielj p. 
180. 

Thus we think that we have abundant evidence for supposing 
that Darius Hystaspes was the Darius of Daniel ; but whether 
he was or not, from the above extract it is clear that the king 
called " Darius the First " was not the father of Xerxes, but 
another Darius, who reigned before him ; and this is enough for 
us to know, for Ptolemy expressly mentions that it was " Darius 
the First '' in whose reign the eclipses of the moon occurred, 

B. C. 610. With B. C. 510 began the reign of Cyrus. Ac- 
cording to Xenophon, his father, Cambyses, was king of Persia ; 
but from Herodotus it would appear that it was a tributary 
kingdom until Cyrus revolted from the Medes, at the end of the 
thirty-fifth year of Astyages, from which ^epoch Cyrus reigned 
twenty-nine years. The chronology of the Phoenicians gives 49 
years and 3 motiths from the 7th of Nebuchadnezzar to the first 
of Cyrus. (Josephus against .Apion B. i. s. 21.) The 7th of 
Nebuchadnezzar was B. C. 559, from which take 49, and we have 
B. C. 510 for the first of Cyrus. 

B. C. 509. Says the Duke of Manchester, " Croesus was de- 
throned in the thirteenth of Darius" {Times of Danielj p. 178); 
which, according to our chronology, was B. C. 509, the very 
year given in the Parian Chronicle, as we have shown in another 
article, published in the " Crisis " to which I refer the reader for 
more on this point. In that article, we mentioned that Cyrus 
took Sardis in the second year of his reign, which makes his 
second year the same with the thirteenth of Darius Hystaspes. 

B. C. 502. Eclipse of the moon. Accorcjing to Ptolemy, " the 
moon was eclipsed one fourth of its diameter," at *• two fifths of 
an equinoctial hour before midnight," at Babylon, " in the twen- 
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tieth year of Darius ; " and my tables eclipse four digits at five 
minutes after eleven, on November the 19th, B. C. 502 ; which 
fixes that as the twentieth year of the reign of Darius. 

B. C. 497. " Astyages left two sons, Darius and Cyaxares." 
— Times of Daniel, p. 276. According to Xenophon, this Cyax- 
ares lived in Media, and it would appear that until they took 
Babylon, Darius resided in Persia. This Cyaxares, the, son of 
Astyages, reigned " twenty years," and was called " the elder 
Artaxerxes Assuerus." — Times of Danidj p. 83. As he reigned 
at the same time with Darius, some of " the Jews supposed that 
Darius the Mede was Artaxerxes." — Tim^ of Daniel, p. 259. 

" The original Chaldee copy spoke of a king, called in the 
translation Artaxerxes, who came to the throne when Darius 
was an old man." — Sacred and Profane Chronology, p. 101. 
And six years after the beginning of the reign of Cyaxares 
(who is here called Artaxerxes), Darius was " about threescore 
and two years old." (Dan. v. 31.) " Cyaxares is the same as 
Axares or Xerxes with the Persian Kai or King prefixed." — 
Times of Daniel, p. 276. Therefore Cyaxares is the same with 
King Xerxes, and Artaxerxes the great Xerxes ; for, says Herod- 
otus, " Xerxes signifies a warrior, and Artaxerxes a great war- 
rior. 

B. C. 494. With B. C. 494 begins the reign of Belshazzar, 
who, according to the Alexandrian Chronicle, reigned four years. 
Supposing that he was the same with Nabonadius of the Canon, 
we gave him seventeen years. 

B. C. 492. " In the third year of the reign of King Belshaz- 
zar," Daniel was " at Shusan." Pliny says that Susa was built 
by Darius Hystaspes." — Times of Daniel, p. 82. 

If so, the time Daniel was there could not have been before 
the beginning of his reign, which proves that Darius Hystaspes 
was the Darius of Daniel. 

B. C. 491. According to Eusebius, " The conquest of Babylon 
was in the 20th of Cyrus " which, according to our chronology, 
was B. C. 491. With the conquest of Babylon, Daniel begins 
" The first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of 
the Medes " (Dan. ix. 1), which we have proved to be Darius the 
son of Astyages. That Daniel did not mean that this was the • 
beginning of his reign, but only his " first year" over Babylon, 
would appear from his age at that time, being ^' about threescore 
and two years old." (Dan. v. 31.) And that the 31st year of 
his reign did begin some new epoch, would appear from this. 
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Some historians give Darius only 30 years {Times of Danid^ p. 
242); which may be accounted for upon the supposition that 
the 30 years mark the end of his reign in Persia, and his 31st 
year the beginning of his reign over Babylon ; for with his 31st 
year, his first over Babylon began. This is the first Darius 
found, either in sacred or profane history; and, according to 
Ptolemy, " In the thirty-first year of Darius the first .... at 
the middle of the sixth hour, .... the moon was eclipsed on 
the south, two digits ; " and my tables ech'pse more than two 
and a half digits at, forty minutes after eleven o'clock, at Baby- 
lon, on the evening of the 25th of April, B. C. 491 ; hence this 
is proved to be the 31st year of the reign of Darius the First. 
It is remarkable that while this, the last eclipse claimed to 
have been recorded at Babylon, marks the time of the fall of 
Babylon, the one claimed to have been observed in the seventh 
of Cambyses, the father of Cyrus, marks the time of the death 
of Nebuchadnezzar the Great, from which it would appear thlit 
this was the object in preserving these eclipses, while the others . 
are lost. 

According to Clemens Alexandrinus, " Babylon was destroyed 
one hundred and eighty-six years before the death of Alexan- 
der." — Clemens Alex. Stromi Orosius L. ii. c. 2. Alexander 
died B. C. 305, to which add 186, and we have B. C. 491, thus 
proving that we are correct in placing the fall of Babylon in 
that year. 

B. C. 490. According to Megasthenes, " Baltassar being 
killed, Cyrus and Darius reigned together two years." — Times 
of Danielf p. 83. 

B. C. 489. With B. C. 489 the thirty-third year of Darius 
ends, and some authors give the Darius " who threw Daniel into 
the lion's den," only 33 years {Times of Daniel, p. 246); for, 
according to some, as we have already noticed, "two years 
after," Babylon was taken, " Darius rebelled and provoked a 
war, in which he was overthrown and killed by Cyrus, who be- 
came universal monarch ; " and it is true that with the following 
year begins the acquisition of that universal empire wljicli Cyrus 
called "all the kingdoms of the earth." (Ezra i. 2.) 

But the time at which Darius, having " provoked a war," was 
"killed by Cyrus" was three years after this. The Alexandrian 
Chronicle gives Darius the Mede only three years {Times of 
Daniel, p. 243) ; which, as I suppose, is the time of his reign un- 
der Cyrus ; that is, from the time at which Cyrus became univer- 
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sal monarch unto the time at which Darius, having rebelled, was 
slain bj Cjrus. Nicephorus also " speaks of Darins ther son of 
Astyages after taking Babylon, being himself overthrown by 
Cyrus." — Times of Daniel, p. 276. It is said that "Baltassar 
being killed, Cyrus and Darius reigned together two years 
afterwards, Cyrus alone twenty-two years." — Times of Danidj 
p. 83. A.8 this conflicts with all of the informatioa we have on 
the subject, there must be some error here. I suppose the 
original idea was this ; that when Cyrus had reigned 22 years as 
a subordinate king, he, overthrowing Darius, reigned " alone,'' 
or as the superior king and universal monarch \ for the twenty- 
two years of his reign with Darius ends with the beginning of 
his acquisition of the empire, from which, according to Xeno- 
phon, he reigned seven years, and this, being added to the twen- 
ty-two, will make the 29 as given by Herodotus ; hence recon- 
ciles all on this point. 

B. C. 488. We have observed that the conquest of Babylon 
'was in the year B. C. 491 ; from which, if we take the two years 
during which Darius reigned over Babylon, we have B. C. 488 
for the time at which Cyrus obtained the full acquisition of the 
empire. Says Xenophon, after the overthrow of Babylon, Cyrus 
" proceeded on that expedition in which he is reported to have 
subdued all those nations which extend from the entrance into 
Syria to the Red Sea. After this, his expedition to Egypt is 
said to have taken place, and to have brought Egypt into sub- 
jection ; " hence, from this time he claimed to have come in pos- 
session of " all the kingdoms of the earth " (Exra i. 2). 

According to Xenophon, Cyrus went to Persia just once in 
each year ; and when he " made a journey into Persia for the 
seventh time during his reign," he died ; hence, just seven years 
from the acquisition of his empire (b. viii. c. vii. s. 1). 

B. C. 488. Says Josephus, " In the first year of Cyrus, which 
was tlie seventieth from the day that our people were removed 
out of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the cap- 
tivity and calamity of these poor people, according as he had 
foretold to them by Jeremiah." The Lord, througli Jeremiah, 
had said, " I will build them as at the first " (Jer. xxxiii. 7) ; when 
they were builded as at the first, Jerusalem was restored, 
hence the 69 weeks of Dan. ix. 25 cannot date from a later 
period than this. Cyrus, at this time, " called for the most 
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to them that 
he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to 
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rebuild the city Jerusalem, and the temple." — Jos. Ant. b. 2dL 

C. 1, 8. 2. • 

B. C. 487. The foundation of that temple was laid (Ezra iil 
10) in the second year of Cyrus. 

B. C. 486. According to the almost unanimous consent of all 
writers on chronology, the death of Darius Hystaspes occurred 
B. C. 486. And that which makes the time of the death of Da- 
rius Hystaspes such an important point in chronology is the 
" document of Philo," which says that " the building " of the 
temple " was impeded on account of the death of Darius Hys- 
taspes.'' We have before mentioned that this is said to be " the 
most ancient record in existence, except the sacred books relat- 
ing to this part of Jewish history; and as such, is entitled to 
greater weight than any other human authority we may have 
upon the subject." — Times of Daniel, p. iv. As this is the best 
authority found in ancient history, we will here give the whole 
of it, which is as follows : — 

"From the captivity of Joiakim to the desolation, eleven* 
years; from the desolation to the imprisonment of Joiakim, 
twenty years ; and from the day of his captivity, thirty-one 
years. In the space of the six following years was published 
the 87tb Psalm. At the end of the seventh year, Evil-Merodach 
brought Joiakim out of prison and honored him, and the people 
called him Neri, because Ner, or the lamp of David, the extinc- 
tion of which they used to fear, shone forth in him ; and then 
the 88th Psalm came out for rendering thanks to God, and to 
beg for the preservation of the people, and the speedy mission 
of the Messiah. A scm was soon given from God to the deliv- 
ered Nferi. His name was Masybiel with the surname Salathiel 
(or Shealtiel), who in the seventeenth year before the end of the 
captivity [begat] Berachias. But this Beracbias in his seven- 
teenth year, in which was finished the Babylonish captivity, 
was a leader of the people ; and, on account of this dignity, he 
was called Zerubbabel, in the 81st year from the Babylonish 
captivity, and the 70th from the desolation. 

" So there were two kinds of principality over the people, the 
leaders of the house of David, and the priests of the tribe of 
Levi, which principalities were separate until the days of the 
Chasmonsei. 

" According, however, to the chronicle of our seventy seniors, 
they have left us a certain writing after this manner : Joshua, 
the son of Jehotzedec, the high-priest, together with Berachias 
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Zerubbabel, the son of Miszeleel, the son of Neri, who is Joia- 
chin, in the first' year of Cyras, went np to Jernsalem. In the 
second year he laid the foundations of the temple, by the word 
of Haggai and Zechariah the prophets. But the building was 
impeded on account of the death of Darius Hystaspes. Nor 
could he go up to Cyrus, who was occupied in war with Tomyris. 
And when Cyrus (Darius) was slain, after him reigned Assuerus 
Artaxerxes the First. He went to war with Arphaxad, who had 
brought supplies to Tomyris, and because he had seduced the 
Assyrians, Medes, and Persians into rebellion. This Ahasuerus 
dwelt in Babylonia [being in Babylon]. But, in consequence of 
the princes of the land of Syria having written an accusation 
against the Jews, this Joshua, in the twelfth year of Assuerus, 
left his son Joiakin, who is also called Eli, in the dignity of high- 
priest, and went up to Assuerus ; but being then distracted with 
war, he would not listen to his application. But it happened 
that [in the next year], when he had become victorious, having 
heard that the Jews had cut oflT the head of Holophernes, the 
general of his army, he issued a decree prohibiting the building 
of the temple. When he died, he left two sons, who contended 
for the empire. In the seventh month, however, when Darius 
Longimanus had vowed that he would reverse the decree of his 
father concerning the building [of the temple], he was set free 
by God aird appointed king. In the first year of his reigri 
Joshua, the high-priest, returned to Jerusalem, and by the com- 
mand of Haggai and Zechariah put forth his hand to build the 
temple. Joshua, therefore, filled the office of high-priest, in the 
first instance, for thirty-six years [until the twelfth year of 
Assuerus the elder, and Joiakim, his son, in his absen(!e, eight 
years]. He also wrote the account of the exploits of Judith, 
and appointed the early celebration of the memorial of that de- 
liverance. 

" The samq Joshua, when he returned, occupied the Pontificate 
twenty years, until the twentieth year of Longimanus, being 
then 130 years old. Joiakim succeeded him. He was high- 
priest the second time for forty-eight years, until the twelfth 
year of Artaxerxes, Assueras the Great. He wrote the history 
of Esther, and instituted the Purim in commemoration," etc. 

As the building was impeded on account of the death of Darius 
Hystaspes, the time of his death — that is, B. C. 486 — must be 
the time at which it was impeded. '' In the first year of Cyrils (B. 
C. 488) the commandment" went "forth." "In the second year 
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of their coming " to Jerusalem, that is, B. C. 487, they laid " the 
foundation of the temple of the Lord " (Ezra iii. 8, 10). " When 
the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children 
of the captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel, 
then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, 
and said unto them, Let us build with you." " Then the people 
of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubled them in building" (Ezra iv. 1, 4). And "on account 
of the death of Darius Hystaspes," in B. C. 486, " the building 
was impeded." 

This was " the twelfth year of Assuerus," whom Xenophon 
calls Cyaxares. Xenophon informs us that the residence of this 
king was in Media, at the time Cyrus took Babylon; and Daniel 
informs us that Darius " took the kingdom " of Babylon. But 
after the death of Darius, it appears that Ahasuerus made his 
residence at Babylon ; for it is said, " This Ahasuerus dwelt in 
Babylon," and from this his rempval to Babylon Ezra dates "the 
beginning of his reign " (Ezra iv. 6). In the document quoted 
by Philo, he is called " Assuerus Artaxerxes," and so in Ezra he 
is called by both of these names ; that is, both " Ahasuerus " and 
" Artaxerxes '^ (Ezra iv. 6, 7), and this removes the difficulty in 
which we have been so much involved, in supposing that Ezra 
called the impostor Magus,. Artaxerxes, and Cambyses, Ahas- 
uerus, neither of whom were ever called by those names. It 
also removes the following difficulty : " According to Herodotus, 
Strabo, and Polynsenus, Darius Hystaspes was the first who 
levied taxes ; " and yet we find that during the reign of this 
Artaxerxes they did " pay toll, tribute, and custom " (Ezra iv. 
13) ; but since we find this Artaxerxes on the throne after the 
death of Darius Hystaspes, the difficulty is removed. 

From the document of Philo, we learn that Cyrus was yet 
alive after the death of Darius Hystaspes ; for it is said, " the 
building was impeded on account of the death of I^arius Hys- 
taspes. Nor could he (Joshua) go up to Cyrus, who was occu- 
pied in war." And that Cyrus lived several years after they 
ceased to build the temple, would appear from Ezra iv. 5 ; for it 
is there said that they " hired counsellors against them to frus- 
trate their purpose all the days of Cyrus." 

B. C. 485. According to the document of Philo, Joshua, " in 
the first year of Cyrus (B. C. 488), went up to Jerusalem. In 
the second year (B. C. 487), he laid the foundation of the tem- 
ple," at which time their adversaries, commenced (Ezra iv. 4) 
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hindering " the work of God for two years, even to the Jubilee." 
— Sacred and Profane Chronology, p. 89. Two from 487 leave 
485 ; therefore, B. C. 485 was the year of jubilee. 

B. C. 485, It would appear that, after the death of Darius, 
Cyrus associated his son Gambyses with him in the kingdom ; 
for some allow but three years for the reign of Cyrus (Tw(ie8 (jf 
Daniel, p. 243), and this was the third year from what Xe^ophon 
calls " the acquisition of his empire.^' According to Herodotus, 
Cambyses reigned " seven years and five months," four y^ars of 
which seem to have been with his father. 

B. C. 482. With B. C. 482 ends both the twenty-nine years 
Herodotus gives Cyrus, and the seven which Xenophon allows 
from " the acquisition of his empire." 

B. C. 479. With B. C. 479 ends the seventh year of Cam- 
byses, who, according to Herodotus, was followed by Smerdis 
Margus. This is involved in some difficulty. In the reply to 
Mr. Stevenson, we observed that the Parian Chronicle, with Dr. 
Hales' revision, gave B. C. 495 for the slaughter of Smerdis Ma- 
gus, and the accession of Darius, son of Hystaspes, which ap- 
pears to be correct ; for the following reasons : — 

1. According to Xenophon, the " expedition to Egypt is said 
to have taken place " in the days of Cyrus, who " brought Egypt 
into subjection." — Xen. b. viii. c. 7, s. 20. 

2. Cyrus could not properly have said that " the Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth," until aft^er 
he had subdued Egypt. 

3. Megasthenes makes no allowance for the reign of CambysQS, 
as an independent king of Persia, but says that " Cyrus and Da- 
rius reigned thirty-six years ; because, before the monarchy was 
reunited, they reigned six years in Persia, afterwards other six 
years, when the Persian kingdom being resigned to Cambyses' 
[his] son, they made war for six years against Tongris, queen of 
the Scythians. In the sixth year, when they were provoked by 
the Babylonians, and when Belshazzar was killed, they transferred 
the united monarchy to the Persians." — Times (f Danid, p. 
237. 

4. The Parian Chronicle gives B. C. 495 for the beginning, and 
B. C. 460 for the end of the reign of Darius the son of Hystas- 
pes ; which gives him just thirty-five years ; and according to 
Ctesias, "Darius reigned thirty-five years," — that is, the one 
that reigned after Egypt was subdued. — Times of Danid, p. 
253. 
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6. Bosellini mentions an inscription among those found on the 
Egyptian monuments, " recording the victory of the Persians . • . 
in the 27th year of a king, who, Rosellini does not doubt, was a 
Persian monarch, whose identity he cannot determine, but whose 
name he deciphers to be Tnebasc " {Times of Danidj p. 228), 
which may be an Egyptian perversion of Hystaspes, for the date 
given in the Parian Chronicle, as we have mentioned, was B. C. 
495, which answers to the twenty^seventh year of Darius Hys-^ 
taspes. 

I suppose the truth of the matter may have been about as fol- 
lows : In B. C. 495, the Magus was slain, and from that time 
Darius the son of Hystaspes may have received the government 
over some province in Persia ; but did not ascend the throne, 
as king, until the death of his uncle Artaxerxes, in B. C 478 ; 
for the king found on the throne, between the reign of Cyrus 
and the second Darius, was not Cambyses, but " Artaxerxes, 
king of Persia " (Ezra iv. 7). 

I suppose that Darius the son af Hystaspes was one of those 
** three presidents " (Daa. vi. 2) which were appointed " over the 
whole kingdom." His father being an old man, sixty-two years 
of age (Dan. v. 31), he may have given the business affairs of 
the kingdom into the hands of his son ; for when Cyrus issued 
his decree for the Jews to return home, this " Darius sent with 
them a thousand horsemen." " He sent away al^o all the vessels 
from Babylon, that Cyrus had set apart, and all that Cyrus had 
given in commandment ; the same charged he also to be done 
and sent unto Jerusalem " (Esdras iv. 57 and v. 2) ; and from the 
words of Esdras to Darius, saying, " Remember thy vow which 
thou hast vowed to build Jerusalem, in the day when thou com- 
est to thy kingdom " (iv. 43), two points are made clear, 1. 
That he was not at that time king. 2. That he was aware that 
he would soon (x>me in possession of the kingdom, and this was 
before the death of Cyrus, for he builded Jerusalem. (Isa. xlv, 
13.) 

B. C. 478. With B. C. 478 began the reign of Darius the son 
of Hystaspes. To distinguish him from his father, Darius Hys- 
tcuspes, he is called Darius Longimanus, " which the Persian his- 
torians explain, not of the length of his arm, but of th;e extent 
of his sway" (Times of Darnel, p. 259), for his dominion was 
** from India unto Ethiopia, of an hundred twexity and seven 
provinces " (1 Esdras iii. 2). On the monument erected by him- 
self he tells us who he was, which is not Darius Hystaspes,, but 
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. sajSy " I am Darius, the son of Hjstaspes." He calls himself 
" the great king, the king of kings ; " hence not one of the sub- 
ordinate kings. The time of his reign we have fixed by the 
seventy years fasting and mourning, and we will here fix it again 
by the document of Philo. He says there were " from the cap- 
tivity of Joiakim to the desolation eleven years ; " and he makes 
" the eighty-first year from the Babylonish captivity the seven- 
tieth from the desolation ; " hence commences the captivity with 
the same epoch that we have. 

These 81 years from the Babylonish captivity and the 70 from 
the desolation just reach the second year of Darius, at which 
time they commenced the second time to build the temple. Ac- 
cording to the chronicle of the Seventy, " Joshua, in the twelfth 
year of Assuerus (B. C. 486), went up to Assuerus ; but being 
then distracted with war, he would not listen to his application. 
But it happened that in the next year, when he had become vic- 
torious, .... he issued a decree prohibiting the building of the 
temple," in B. C. 485, the year of Jubilee. 

" In the first year of his (Darius') reign, Joshua, the high- 
priest, returned to Jerusalem, and by the commandment of 
Haggai and Zechariah put forth his hand to build the temple. 
Joshua, therefore, filled the office of high-priest in the first in- 
stance for thirty-six years (that is, during the rei^n of Darius), 
until the twelfth year of Assuerus the elder, and Joiakim his 
son in his absence eight years." So, from the 12th of Assuerus, 
or the end of the reign of Darius Hystaspes, to the first of Darius 
the son of Hystaspes, is 8 years. But the work " ceased unto 
the second year of the reign of Darius " (Ezra iv. 24) ; therefore, 
the 8 yejirs must reach near the end of the first year of Darius ; 
so in our table of chronology, the eighth year synchronizes with 
the first of Darius. That the Darius, in whose sixth year the 
temple was completed, was called Longimanus, it is said, " when 
Darius Longimanus had vowed that he would reverse the decree 
of his father concerning the building of the temple, he was set 
free by God;" and by reference to 1 Esdras iv. 43, we find 
that the king in whose sixth year the temple was completed was 
the one that " vowed to build Jerusalem." From the monument 
erected by Darius, it is clear that he, " Darius the son of Hys- 
taspes," was the king that slew " Gometus the Magian," " dis- 
possessed him of the empire," and thus followed him as the next 
king ; and by reference to the " Oriental Chronicle," we find that 
the king that followed the " Mage " reigned 20 years, though he 
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is there called Assuerus. (Times of Daniel, p. 242.) The mis- 
take as to his name may have occurred thus : In an old " frag- 
ment, said to be of Megasthenes," it stands thus: "The elder 
Artaxerxes Assuerus, son of Darius, twenty years." As " the 
elder Artaxerxes " was not son of Darius, there is evidently 
something wrong ; but the difficulty will vanish if we add the 
word andy and read it thus : " The elder Artaxerxes Assuerus," 
and " son of Darius, twenty years." — Times of Daniel, p. 83. 
This removes the difficulty, for both " the elder Artaxerxes " 
and "Darius the son of Hystaspes " did reign about 20 years. 
But Herodotus, not distinguishing between the father and son, 
gives him the thirty-six years during which his father " Darius 
Hystaspes reigned." 

Herodotus admits that the Darius that reigned 36 years " was 
the first person who " " refined gold to the utmost perfection," 
and " coined money " (Herod. 4, 166), which •' Suidas, Harpo- 
cration, and the scholiast of Aristophanes, tell us ... . were 
coined not by the father of Xerxes, but by an earlier Darius, 
by Darius the First, by the first king of the Medes and Persians 
who coined gold money." — Times of Daniel, p. 180. From 
this, we also learn that the father of Xerxes was not the first 
Darius. According to Herodotus, the Magus reigned seven 
months ; and ip allusion, as I suppose, to the same circumstance, 
in the document of Philo, it is said, "In the seventh month, 
when Darius Longimanus had vowed that he would reverse the 
decree of his father concerning the building of the temple, he 
was set free by God, and appointed king. In the first year of 
his reign, Joshua the high-priest returned to Jerusalem." 

B. C. 477. " In the four and twentieth day of the sixth 
raonth, in the second year of Darius the king," " they came and 
did work in the house of the Lord " (Haggai i. 14, 15). This 
was the ninth year from the end of the reign of Darius Hystas- 
pes, " on account of" whose death " the building was impeded," 
which is in exact harmony with Josephus, who says, "these 
works were hindered from going on till the second year of the 
reign of Dariiis, for nine years." — Ant, b. 11, c. 2, s. 2. Also in 
harmony with the document of Philo, which gives the 12th year 
of Assuerus — that is, the time of the death of " Darius Hystas- 
pes " — for the time at which Joshua left, who being absent 8 
years, returned in the first of Darius; hence the second year in 
which they commenced to build the temple was the 9th from the 
time at which " the building was impeded on account of the 
death of Darius Hystaspes." < 
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B. C. 473. ** In the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king," " this house was finished " (Ezra vL 15)* But since we 
find the Jews empbyed in building before tiiis Dmus had any 
knowledge of their doing so (Ezra v. 3-17), and that his coia- 
mandment was not to tl^ Jews to build, but to their ^lemies, 
saying, " Let the work of this house of Grod alone " (Ezra vL 
7), we have always been perjjexed to know what we are to 
understand by the house being builded " according to the conpt- 
mandment of Cyrus, smd Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia " 
(Ezra vi. 14). But since we have learned that Darius Hystas- 
pes was living in Babylon, and Artaxerxes in Media, in the year 
B. C 488, at which time Cyrus king of Persia gave " the com- 
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem," the difficulty is 
removed. We now understand that these three kings, beiiag 
united in the government, signed and indorsed that which 
Cyrus did ; and as Darius was second in authority, his name 
stands next after Cyrus, or before Artaxerxes. When Darius 
Hystaspes was slain, this Artaxerxes removed his residence 
to Babylon, at which time he, in the year of jubilee, B. C. 485, 
caused "the work of the house of God" to cease (Ezra iv. 
24) ; but as soon as Artaxerxes was dead, the Jews again 
commenced building the temple (Haggai i. 1).' 

B. C. 473. Thucydides informs us that Aristagoras having 
fled " from King Darius," he attempted a settlement " on the 
river Strysmore ; " thirty-two years after which, " he was driven 
away " " by the Athenians." According to Herodotus, this oc- 
curred about thirteen years before the death of Darius, the son 
of Hystaspes (Herod, b. ii. s. 126), whose death is by the Pa- 
rian Chronicle fixed to B. C. 460 ; to which, if we add thirteen, 
we have B. C. 473 for the date of the death of Aristagoras ; and 
if to 473 we add 32, we have B. C. 505, or the 17th of the reign 
of Darius Hystaspes, for the time at which Aristagoras fled 
" from King Darius," which is an additional proof of the cor- 
rectness of our chronology ; for it proves that Darius Hystaspes 
was king of Persia thirty-two years before the death of Arkta- 
goras, who died thirteen years before the death of Darius the 
son of Hystaspes. 

According to Prideaux, Aristagoras died in the 23d year of 
the reign of Darius the son of Hystaspes, which he places in 
B. C. 499, to which add thirty4wo, and we have B. C. 531 for 
the time at which Aristagoras first fled "from King Darius; " 
but this is ten years before the beginning of the reign of tlie 
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first Darius ; hence proves the incorrecl^ess of the so-caUed 
Ptolemy's Canon. 

B. C. 466. In an article on the Parian Chronicle^ we ob- 
served that it gave B. G. 466 for the date of the battle of Mara- 
thon ; that is, by following Dr. Hales' method of rectification. 
This gives B. C. 456 for the time Xerxes invaded Greece \ for, 
according to Thucydides, it was in the tenth year after the battle 
of Marathon. 

B. C. 460. According to the Parian Chronicle, " Darius dies, 
and Xerxes his son reigns " in B. C. 460. The 35 years given 
him also end there. This is one year earlier than the time 
we gave. But it becomes us to be open to conviction and 
always ready to exchange error for truth. 

B. C. 459. Joiakim succeeded his father Joshua, and was 
" high-priest the second time for forty-eight years." 

B. C. 457. The time Xerxes invaded Greece is fixed by a 
total eclipse of the sun, found to have occurred on the 16th 
of Dec. B. C. 457. According to Pingre's list of eclipses, this 
wants a few minutes of being total. But since Prof. Hudson 
has favored us y^ith a list of those eclipses, which were not only 
calculated by Ptolemy, but also seen and " carefully observed '' 
by him, we are enabled to prove, to the satisfaction of all who 
hre willing to examine the matter, that it was not only total at 
Celaenae, but was a very dark eclipse. 

B. C. 456. " The battle of Thermopylas, and the sea fight by 
the Greeks at Salamis against the Persians, in which the Greeks 
were victorious," is fixed to B. C. 456 by the Parian Chronicle. 

B. C. 455. The battle of Plataea, which was fought in the 
second year of the war, is by the Parian Chronicle fixed to B. C. 
455. 

According to Herodotus, an eclipse of the sun occurred a 
short time before this battle, and by calculation there Was an 
eclipse of the sun at the isthmus, in Greece, on the 31st of 
May, B. C. 455. We have observed the advocates for Ptolemy's 
Canon have failed to find either of these eclipses of the sun ; 
and we must conclude that these two eclipses of the sun, with 
the combined evidence of the Parian Chronicle and the Olym- 
pic games, do prove almost to absolute certainty the time at 
which Xerxes invaded Greece. 

B. C. 439. At the year B. C. 460, we mentioned that the Pa- 
rian Chronicle gave one year earlier for the beginning of the 
reign of Xerxes than we had given, which raises the end of his 
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reign to B. C. 439, or just forty-nine years from the going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ; and this 
seems to be correct, for the following reason: some translate 
Dan« ix. 25 thus : " From the going forth of the commsmdment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem shall be seven weeks, and unto 
the Messiah the Prince threescore and two weeks." That this 
is the correct rendering, appears from the division ; for the way 
it stands in King James' translation, it amounts to the same as if 
it read sixty-nine weeks without any division. 

The object of the division seems to have been this: when 
the kingdom of Babylon was overthrown, Daniel, being unable 
to see anything in the way of the beginning of the pushing of 
the kingdom of Persia, for the slaughter of his people, was 
deeply concerned, and engaged in prayer for them ; at which 
time the angel Gabriel " being caused to fly swiftly,'* informed 
him that there must yet be an interval of forty-nine years before 
the beginning of that vision, or pushing for the slaughter of his 
people, which he had seen in the vision ; for, after telling Daniel 
to " consider the vision,** he informed him that " from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem . . . 
there shall be seven weeks;" and there is nothing else men- 
tioned for the seven weeks to reach but the beginning of the 
vision. Some say the 49 years are to reach the completion of 
the wall ; and if so, it proves fatal to the theory of those who 
say so, for they place the going forth of the commandment in 
the 20th of Artaxerxes, only 12 years before its completion. 

The particular epoch in the kingdom of Persia, to which the 
seven weeks extend, is given thus : " There shall stand up yet 
three kings in Persia, and the fourth shall be far richer than 
they all ; and by his strength, through his riches, he shall stir up 
all against the realm of Grecia" (Dan. xi. 2). Prom this we 
learn that the " seven weeks " reach the end of the reign of 
Xerxes ; hence, his son Artaxerxes must be the king in whose 
reign the pushing begins. 

B. C. 437. According to Prideaux, in the second year after 
the death of Xerxes, his son " Artaxerxes, having drawn to- 
gether a much stronger army," " overpowered his brother Hys- 
taspes, and utterly overthrew him in a second battle," from 
which he came in " full possession of the whole empire ; " hence, 
with B. C. 437 begins the reign of Artaxerxes the son of 
Xerxes. In the document given by Scaliger, he is said to have 
reigned thirty-three years. It is added, " Nehemiah and Esther 
in his reign." — Times of Danidy p. 247. 
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B. G. 426. In the second year of Gyms, that is, B. C, 487, 
they '* laid the foundation of the temple.** " But the building 
was impeded on account of the death of Darius H3'^8taspes," 
who died B. G. 486, at which time Joshua, " in the twelfth year 
of Ahasuerus, .... went up to Assuerus.'* " In the first year of" 
Darius Longimanus, " Joshua, the high-priest, returned to Jeru- 
salem." He '' therefore filled the office of high-priest in the 
first instance for thirty-six years ; '' that is, during the entire 
reign of Darius Hystaspes, " until the twelfth year of Assuerus 
the elder ; and Joakim his son, in his absence, eight years," from 
B. C. 486 to 478. *' The same Joshua, when he returned, oc- 
cupied the pontificate twenty years, until the twentieth year 
of Longimanus." B. C. 459 Joiakim succeeded hiln. He was 
high-priest the second time for forty-eight years, until the 
twelfth year of Artaxerxes Assuerus the Great." 

Here we find the husband of Esther called both Artaxerxes 
and Assuerus, which accounts for his being called Artaxerxes 
by Neheraiah, and Ahasuerus in the book of Esther. But by 
the expression, " until the twelfth year of Artaxerxes," we are 
not to understand that Joakim's forty-eight years end there, but 
that this was within the limits of the forty-eight years ; for it is 
added, " He wrote the history of Esther, and instituted the Purim, 
in commemoration;" which could not have been done earlier 
than the thirteenth of Artaxerxes. From the reference made to 
" the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia " 
(Est. X. 2), it would appear that the book of Esther was not writ- 
ten until many years after the 12th of Artaxerxes ; but as the 
forty-eight years reach fourteen years after, there is room enough ; 
hence an additional proof of the correctness of our chronology. 

B. G. 405. With B. G. ends the reign of Artaxerxes. With 
his reign, according to Josephus, the sacred canon of the Holy 
Scripture closed, as no prophet wrote after that time. Therefore, 
if the second book of Esdras was written by him, it must have 
been written not later than B. C. 405, and in that book it is said, 
" My Son Jesus shall be revealed with those that be with him, 
and they that remain shall rejoice within four hundred years" 
(2 Esdras vii. 28). 400 from 405 will give us B. C. 5 for the 
year in which Jesus was born in Bethlehem ; thus proving the 
correctness of our chronology. 

Says one, " But this is an apocryphal book." To wliich we 
reply, Had it not been an. apocryphal book, we could not have 
U8e(J it here, seeing that we are endeavoring to establish a chro- 
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nology outside of the Bible. But since this is not regarded as 
one of God's sacred books, we have as good right to use it here 
as any other book which is not regarded as of divine origin. 
Though we must admit that a portion of the book of Esdras 
has visible marks of forgery, this, at least, has God's sacred 
stamp of inspiration (Deut. xviii. 22). 1. As to the name 
" Jesus," by which Christ is called. 2. The time of his birth, 
which is 400 years. 3. That Christ should die. 4. The resur- 
section of those that sleep in the earth. But the reason why 
this book is regarded as apocryphal is, because it is supposed to 
have been written since the birth of Christ, and if so, this re- 
moves the stamp as an inspired work ; yet it remains good au- 
thority for tfie purpose for which we have used it ; for it will 
then exhibit what was at that day believed to be the interval of 
time between the death of Esdras and the birth of Christ. 

CONCLUDIKG REMARKS. 

Ptolemy's Canon, the foundation on which the received chro- 
nology of the world is based, claims astronomy (and, we might 
add, astronomy only) as its authority. The chronology given in 
the "Sealed Book of Daniel Opened," in its original form, 
claimed the word of God, and that ordyj as the ground of its au- 
thority. But finding that men have not confidence enough in 
the word of God to receive a chronology which claims the Bible 
only as its authority, we have here given one builded on author- 
ities outside of the Bible. 

And now, when we compare this chronology (which is the 
best authority found outside of the Bible) with our chronology, 
and find that, with the exception of the death of Darius having 
occurred one year earlier than we have supposed, the dates are 
identically the same, we ask, in the name of all that is reason- 
able, how can a chronology claim better authority than is oflered 
in support of ours? 
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It has been claimed that the eclipse of the sun which o<5c«rred 
June 21, A. D. 19, fixes the death of Augustus there. But sin<5e 
this contradicts Ptolemy, Josephus, the Roman historians, and, 
indeed, all who have written of these times, those who make this 
claim must first wtlte/abtdous upon all history of antiquity before 
they can make it appeaf that the death of Augustus occurred at 
so late date. As Ptolemy, Josephus, and others give the length 
of the reigns of those rulers who lived after Augustus, as well 
as those who lived before, we can by them reckon backward or 
forward ; and in both ways we are driven to the year A, D, 14 for 
the time of the death of Augustus. But as the astronomical ar- 
gument is all that has yet been presented against dating Augus- 
tus' death in this year, we will at this time confine ourselves to 
that branch of the argument. 

There was a total eclipse of the sun June 21, A. D. 19, but it 
was not total at Rome ; the size there was only six or seven 
digits. But even if it had been total at Rome, we must first 
find the eclipse of the moon which followed Augustus' death, a» 
recorded by Tacitus. The first eclipse of the moon after June 
21, A. D. 19, occurred November 19, A. D. 20. We wili com- 
pare it with Tacitus' description and see if it could have been 
the eclipse referred to. He says, " The following night bad a 
threatening aspect, and seemed likely to give birth to some im- 
pious deed. It was made to pass oflF tranquilly by a mere acci- 
dent : the moon in the midst of a clear sky became suddenly" 
eclipsed." (B. i. s. 28.) 

As tlie eclipse was that which mads the nighi " to pass off 
tranquilly,^' it is impossible that it could have been that of A. D. 
20. For this did not begin until the night had passed. It com- 
menced (at Rome) about thirty minutes after daybreak, and in 
about thirty minutes more the moon went down eclipsed. 

The next visible eclipse of the moon occurred May 4, A. D. 
22 ; but, as the soldiers had '* returned to winter quarters " 
before the eclipse occurred, this could not have been the one. 
. Therefore for three years after the eclipse of the suri in A. D. 
16 we find no eclipse of the moon answering the description of 
Tacitus. So it is settled by astronomy alone that Augustus* 
death did not occur A. D. 19. 
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Petavius says, " Eusebius states in his Chronicon at the fifty- 
sixth year of Augustus, the year of Abraham 2029, and the first 
of the 198th Olympiad, that there happened an eclipse of the 
sun when Augustus died." 

The first year of the 198th Olympiad commenced July A. D. 
13, and ended July A. D. 14, within the limits of which time 
there was no edipse of the sun' seen at Borne : therefore there 
must have been some mistake about the matter. Eusebius was 
dependent upon Dio for his information concerning this eclipse : 
and since the only eclipse occurring in the first year of the 
198th Olympiad was that of the moon, I conclude that Dio must 
have meant the moon instead of the sun, — for on the fourth of 
April A. p. 14 there occurred a total eclipse of the longest dura- 
tion, — the moon being within only a few seconds of the node. 

Dr. Jarvis contends for an eclipse of the sun, and says that it 
occurred April 28, A. D. 13. But this cannot stand the close, 
cutting criticism through which our chronology has to pass. 
We will notice some ofc the objections. 

1. Though Dio does not expressly say so, it is evident that 
he meant the eclipse occurred at Rome, but the eclipse of Dr. 
Jarvis, so far from being seen at Rome, was not visible in an^ pari 
of the whole Boman Empire. 

2. According to Dio, the eclipse was total ; but the one of 
A. D. 13 was total at no place on earth. 

3. Eusebius places this eclipse in the first year of the 198th 
Olympiad ; but April 28 A. D. 13, was in the fourth of the 197th. 

Now is it not more plausible to suppose that Dio referred to 
an eclipse of the moon than to suppose that all these, with other 
difficulties, can be overcome ? And as it appears to be a mis- 
take of but one word, it may have been that of a transcriber 
rather than of Dio. 

In an article by Prof. Hudson, in " The World's Crisis," he, 
quoting from Ptolemy, says, " At which time the sun's true place 
was at 25 1-6 degrees of Cancer nearly " — which is clearly a 
mistake on the part of either Prof. Hudson, Ptolemy, or some 
transcriber ; for, instead of Cancer, it should read Libra, Now, 
however this mistake occurred, it is as easy to account for the 
word sun being found in the book of Dio, where it ought to read 
moon, as for the word Cancer being found in said article, where 
it ought to read Libra. But some one may ask, How do you 
know it should read Libra instead of Cancer ? We answer, Be- 
cause at the time mentioned, October 20, the sun is not in 
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Cancer, but is in Libra. And now in the same way we prove 
that Dio meant an eclipse of the moon, for there was a total 
eclipse of the moon in the first year of the 198th Olympiad, and 
none of the mn. Therefore either the word sun was substituted 
for moon, or Eusebius was mistaken in supposing that this eclipse 
occurred in the 198th Olympiad. But since Eusebius is here in 
exact harmony with all others ^ho have recorded these things, 
I see no foundation upon which we can build another opinion. 
Therefore, instead of sun, I conclude that we should read " a 
total eclipse of the moon,'* which occurred April 4, A. D. 14. 
And since the eclipse " preceded the death of Augustus,'' I con- 
clude that historians are right in placing the death of Augustus 
August 19, A. D. 14. 

Since reading Tacitus, I discover that the eclipse of the moon 
which occurred September 27, A. D. 14, could not have been 
the one alluded to by him ; for, according to his account, the 
eclipse by which the mutiny was quelled must have occurred in 
the early part of the night; but this eclipse did not begin until 
after three o'clock in the morning. Again, from the expression 
" as she appeared to brighten," we must conclude that they saw 
the eclipse passing off. I have, therefore, looked for another 
eclipse, and find one answering the description of the historian 
in every particular. It occurred September 16, A. D. 15, and 
commenced at fifteen minutes past eight o'clock in the evening. 
At half-past nine there were eight digits eclipsed; after which, 
to use the words of Tacitus, " she appeared brighter " and *' the 
night was made to pass off tranquilly " by this " mere accident." 
This eclipse answers exactly to the description of Tacitus, while 
it gives room for all that occurred between the death of Augus- 
tus and the quelling of the mutiny in Pannouia by its occur- 
rence. 

According to Dio, the battle of Actium was fought " on the 
second of September." The reason he gives for being so partic- 
ular to mention the very day is that " the whole sovereignty 
was then for the first time in Caesar's handg, and the years of his 
monarchy were counted from it. The date of this battle is fixed 
by an eclipse of the sun recorded by Dio as occurring " about 
sunset twelve days before the battle," for on the-twentieth of Au- 
gust, B. C. 31j the sun went down at Rome eclipsed more than 
eleven digits. Historians say that from the battle of Actium 
Augustus reigned 44 years, which gives us the second of Sep- 
tember, A. D. 14. " Eleven months after the battle of Actium 
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Egypt fell into possession of Angoeins " Scorn which, according 
to Ptolemy, Augustus lived 43 years. This gives the second of 
Angust, A. D. 14. As Augustus died on the 19tb of August, 
this falls but seventeen days short, and the above date fourteen 
days too long. And thus, by history, astronomy, and the Olymr 
piad games, Augustus' death is fixed A. D. 14. 

BIRTH AND CBUCIFIXION OP CHRIBT. 

Having thus proved that the death of Augustus occurred on 
the 19th of August, A. D. 14, we are enabled clearly to establish 
the time of both the birth and crucifixion of Christ, thus : Ti- 
berius reigned twenty-two years, five months, and three days, 
which, being added to August 19th, A. D. 14, gives the 22d day 
of January, A. D. 37, for the death of Tiberius. 

1. All admit that Tiberius died before the passover of A. D. 37. 
And before the death of Tiberius, Pilate, having lost his authori. 
ty as governor was sent by " the orders of Vitellius to Rome " {Jos. 
Ant. b. 18, c. 4, s. 2), which proves that the crucifixion could not 
have been later than A. D. 36 ; for Pilate was governor when our 
Lord was crucified (Matt, xxvii, 2). And if the crucifixion was 
on Thursday, it could not have been later than A. D. 30 (see 
page 194). 

2. At the time our Lord was crucified, Caiaphas was the *' high- 
priest " (Matt xxvi. 3), and before the 20th year of Tiberius — 
that is, A. D. 33, Vitellius " deprived this Caiaphas of the high- 
priesthood " {Jo8. Ant. b. 18, c. 4, s. 3 and 6). Therefore, the 
crucifixion could not have been later than A. D. 32. 

3. In the 20th year of Tiberius, which was A. M. 4158, Philip 
the son of Herod, died 37 years after the death of his father 
{Jo8. Ant. h. 18, c. 4, s. 6) ; and 37 from that leaves 4121, which is 
the year of the world synchronizing with B. C. 5. And since 
our Lord was born in the days of Herod the king, his birth could 
not have been later than B. C. 5. On page 179, we observed 
that he was bom on the 14th of August. Epiphanius, who lived 
in the latter part of the fourth century, says, Jesus was " twenty- 
nine years and ten months old when he came to baptism, — thir- 
ty years old, but not fully." 29 years and 10 months from the 
14th of August, B. C. 6, gives us the 14th of June A. D. 26, for 
the time of his 'baptism. After his baptism, he attended four 
passovers, and was crucified at the fourth, hence in A. D. 30. 

4. It is admitted that Christ's birth could not have been later 
than B. C. 5 ; but some think it may have been as early as B. C. 
6. But that it could not have been earlier than B. C. 5, we 
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prove thus: Pilate was governor when Jesus "began to be 
about thirty years of age ^ (Luke iii. 1, 23) ; and when Pilate 
" had tarried ten years in Judea/' he left for Rome ; " but before 
he could get to Rome, Tiberius was dead '' {Jo8. Ant b. 18, c. 4, s. 
2). Tiberius died the 22d of January, A. D. 37 ; therefore, A. D. 
36 is as late as the government of Pilate can extend ; and 10 
from 36 leaves A. D. 26, for the beginning of the government of 
Pilate, at which time our Lord *' began to be about 30 years of 
age ; " hence his birth could not have been earlier than B. C. 6. 

5. Says Josephus, Herod " received the kingdom on the 184th 
Olympiad, when Cains Domitius Calvinus was consul the second 
time " {Jo8. AtU. b. 14, c. 14, s. 5) ; that is, B. C. 41 ; from which 
time he reigned 37 years ; this taken from 41 leaves B. C. 4 for 
the death of Herod. 

6. Prom the taking of Jerusalem, Herod reigned 34 years, as 
Josephus twice affirms. The city was taken in the 185th Olym- 
piad, on the third month " {Jos. Ant. b. 14, c. 16, s. 4) ; that is, 
in B. C. 37, from which take 34 complete years, and we have 
B. C. 3, for the latest date. 

7. Herod's 34 years are reckoned from the sabbatical year, 
which occurred in the 185th Olympiad " (Jos. Artt. b. 15, c. 1, 
s. 2), that is, B. C. 37. 

8. The time of the battle of Actium is fixed by an eclipse of 
the sun, recorded by Dio, as occurring about sunset, twelve days 
before the battle. This eclipse occurred August 2001, B. C. 31. 
And the seventh of the reign of Herod had commenced as early 
as the spring of that year. (Jos. Wars, b. 1, c. 19, s. 3.) ; hence 
the 34th year of his reign must end with 4. 

9. From the beginning of the reign of Herod to the destruc. 
tion of Jerusalem, Josephus gives us 107 years (Ant. h. 20, c. 
10). If from this we take the 34 years of Herod's ;reign, we 
have 73 years for the interval between his death and the burning 
of the temple, on the 6th of August, A. D. 70, which was the 
year of the world 4195 ; from which take 73, and we have 4122, 
which synchonizes with B. C. 4. According to this, the death of 
Herod was before Augustus 6th, B. C. 4. 

10. " Archelaus succeeded his father Herod, and was deposed 
in his tenth year, which was the thirty-seventh from the battle of 
Actium. Thirty-seven years «idded to B. C. 31 brings us to 
A. D. 7 ; to which add the ten years of Archelaus' reign, and we 
have B. C. 4 for the death of Herod. Thus Josephus' dates once 
give us B. C. 5 for the time of the death of Herod, four times 
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he gives B. C. 4, and three times B. C. 3. But if we nnderstand 
him to mean current years, all of his dates give B. C. 4 for the 
date of Herod's death. 

11. We will now prove that Herod died, in the spring of B. C. 
4, thus : He " deprived Matthias of the high-priesthood " soon 
after " the fast was to be celebrated." " And that very night " 
on which Matthias was deprived of the priesthood '^ there was 
an eclipse of the moon " {Jos. Ant. h. 17, c. 6, s. 4). Prom this 
we learn that the eclipse of the moon, which occurred at the 
time of Herod's death, was soon after the tenth day of the 
seventh month. 

The tenth day of the seventh month, of the year B. C. 5, fell 
on the 10th day of October ; and five days from that time — that 
is, on the 15th of October — there was a total eclipse of the moon 
at Jerusalem ; and a short time before the next passover, Herod 
died {Jo8. Ant. b. 17, c. 9, s. 3 ) ; therefore, his death is proven to 
have been in the spring of B. C. 4 ; hence the birth of Christ 
could not have been later than B. C. 5. 



) . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



bosanqubt's chbonology. 



885 



BOSANQUET'S OHEONQLOGY, 



Bosanquet, in liis valuable work on Chronology, by reference 
to the recent discoveries among the ruins of Ji ineveh, and the 
authority of the most ancient historians, has proved the incor- 
rectness of the received Chronology. 

In his Introduction, he says: *' It has pleased the Almighty in 
these latter days to reveal to us historical truths, which have been 
hidd^ for more than two thousand years. . . . Within the last 
year, a most important addition to our knowledge of Assyrian 
history has been made by Colonel Eawlinson, who has deciphered 
the annals of Sennacherib, king of Assjrria, from the marbles 
of Nineveh." But as those who are interested in the subject of 
chronology would prefer seeing the work itself, instead of mak- 
ing large quotations from it, we shall here only give the result 
of his investigation ; and, for the convenience of the reader, we 
will give a table of the most essential points in his chronology, 
compared with Bishop Usher's and mine. 

Bishop Usher's chronology is the one generally received; and 
the dates, as given in the margin of your Bibles, are according 
to his, which are based alone upon the authority of Ptolemy's 
Canon. Bosanquet also considers Ptolemy's Canon reliable 
from the beginning down as far as the reign of Nabopalassar; 
and I am of the same opinion ; so thus far we are all agreed as 
to that, although we differ as to the time of the reign of the 
kings of Israel, as seen from the following table: — 

A table exhibiting and comparing the Chronology of Bishop Usher, Bosanquet, 

and Thurman. 
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The 4th year of Solomon. 
The 6th year of Hezekiah. 
The 14th year of Hezekiah. 
The 11th year of Zedekiah. 
The first scriptural year of Daritis. 
The first scriptural year of Cyrus. 
The birth of Christ. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



336 bosanqubt's chronology. 

It will be seen from the foregoing table that I am agreed with 
the received chronology as to the time of the birth of Christ, 
while Bosanqnet is at variance in every date; yet, by correcting 
a few errors into which he has fallen, his chronology will be ther 
same with mine, as I intend to show; but Bishgp Usher's being 
based alone npon Ptolemy's Canon, cannot be reconciled, either 
with the Bible, Bosanquet's chronology, nor mine. 

1. It will be observed that Bosanqnet gives just six years more 
for the time of the fourth of Solomon than I have ; and that 
he is just six years in error here we have proved by the eclipse 
of Amos, which is found to have occurred R 0. 755. (See page 
75.) 

2. For the sixth of Hezekiah, Bosanquet gives just fourteen 
y^rs more than I have. His authority is Demetrius, a learned 
Jew, living about two hundred years before the Christian era. 
His words are thus given by Clemens: — "Demetrius says in his 
work concerning the kings of Judea, that the tribes of Benjamin 
and Levi were not carried into captivity by Senacherim; but that 
from this captivity to the last captivity from Jerusalem by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, was a period of a hundred and twenty-eight yesas 
and six months. And that from the time when the ten tribes 
were made captive from Samaria (i. e. in the reign of Shalmane- 
zer) to the reign of the fourth Ptolemy (Philopater) was four 
hundred* and seventy-three years and nine months. And from 
the carrying away from Jerusalem, three hundred and thirty -eight 
years and three months-f 

Bosanquet has well asked, ''Whose authority could be better ** 
Aan that of this Demetrius? for I suppose that, outside of the 
Bible,*better authority cannot be found. But the point to which 
I wish to call the attention of the reader is, that Bosanquet, fail- 
ing to notice the express language of Demetriug, has fallen into 
an error of fourteen years. In the first place^ he is in error one 
year as to the beginning of " the reign of the fourth Ptolemy.*' 
He places it in B. C. 221. But Josephus gives us B. C. 220 as 
the time of the beginning of his reign ; for he informs u$ that 
the second Ptolemy reigned thirty-nine years ; and since Demet- 
rius was also a Jew, it is more reasonable to suppose that they 

* In the original, the word is pentakosia, fhe hundred^ instead of ietrahosia, four 
hundred. The emendation required is so obvious from the context, that it needs 
no comment. 

f Clemens. Alex. Strom I. 
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both uded tbe «9.me date. But suppoeition is not enou^; we 
jnflst prove it; which may be done by the three odd montha 
giyen by Bemetrius ; for it is said that the reign of each of the 
Jlgyptian kings ia to be reokoned from the beginning of the 
Egyptian first month ; and ainee it is well known tha4i the cap- 
jtivity commenced on the tenth day of the fifth month, these thre^ 
ipdd months give the tenth day of the eighth month for the be- 
gi^Qing of the reigu to which Demetriua had reference ; and ia 
p. C. 220, Ae beginning of the Egyptian year did fall on the 
tenth dfty of the Jewish eighth month. Bill in B. C. 221, the 
beginning of the Egyptian y^or fell on the twenty-ninth day of 
the Jewish aeventh month. This wonld give the twenty-ninth 
day of the fourth month for the beginning of the captivity, on 
which day no one places it. 

Having then proved that the dates used by D^netrins are to 
be reckoned from the tenth day of the eighth month, B. C. 220, 
^e are pow ready to examine the matter. Demetrius' words are 
a^ follows:-^" From the time when the ten tribes were made cap- 
Jive from Samaria (i. e., in the reign of Shalmanezer,) to the reign 
pf the fourtii Ptolemy, (Philopater) was four hundred and seventy- 
three years and niae months ;" which placed against the begin- 
ning of the reign of Ptolemy, in B. 0. 220, gives the tenth day 
pf the eleventh month, B 0. 694, for the beginning of the cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes. This is within one year of the time 
given by Boa^nquet, which he gives as the sixth year of Heze- 
]^i^h ; ^nd it is true that with the sixth year of Hezekiah, the 
desolation ^Qd everlasting ruin of the ten tribes is to be dated (2 
King* 13 : 10 ;) but of this desolation Demetrius says nothing. 
JBLe dajbpi^ "from the iirm when the ten tribes ^^r^ made captive," 
which Bo^anquet himself admits was in the first year of Shal- 
c(Mtne^er, Se aaya, " The inscriptions relate that Shalmanezer, 
v^. his first ye^r. , . . oame again^ Samaria , and Isaiah, writing 
Vhile Aha? atnd Pekab were both reigning, .... predicts that 
before his 3on shall be able to cry, My ftither and my mother, 
.... the spoil of Samaria shall be taken." (Isa. 8 : 4.) The 
predicted invasion is that recorded at Khorsabad, when 27,000 
femilies and upwards were carried away. — Sacred and Frqfane 
Chronology, Appendix, pp. 3, 22. 

Says Bosanqnet, Isai^ wrote '^ while Ahaz and Pekah were 

both reigning," Pekah's reign commenced B. C. 718, and ha 

reigned twenty years, which gives us B. 0. 698 for the death of 

Pekah. Thi^, theij, wonld give us B. 0. 697 f<Mr the time of the 

22 
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birtli of Isaiah's soil, and now about three years is as much as we 
can reasonably allow for the age of the child, before it was abU 
to cry, ''My fether and my mother," within which time ''the 
spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of As- 
syria."— Isa, 8 : 4 Three from 697 leaves B. 0. 694 as the latest 
period to which Isaiah's prediction could extend, which wants 
thirteen years to reach the sixth of Hezekiah. This proves that 
Isaiah's allusion here was not to the breaking up of Israel in the 
sixth of Hezekiah, but to that captivity of Israel which occurred 
according "to the Ascription" in the first year of Shalmanezer; 
that is, B. C. 694. Thus proving Demetrius to be correct ia 
giving 47S years and nine months from this to the beginning of 
the reign of the fourth Ptolemy, that is, the tenth day of the 
eighth month, B. C. 220. 

Bosanquet's next important date is the fourteenth of Hezekiah, 
which he places in B. C, 688, or fourteen years earlier than I 
have. This he gets by adding Demetrius' 128 years and six 
months to B. C. 560, in which year he places the last captivity of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; so to correct this, his date for the rain of the 
city, will be to correct the former, or the time of the fourteenth 
of Hezekiah. The way he obtains this last date for the destruc* 
tion of the city, is by placing the 338 years and three months as 
given by Demetrius against B. 0. 221, which gives him B. G. 
660. But we have already observed that the reign of the fourth 
Ptolemy commenced on the tenth day of the eighth month, B. G* 
228. And 838 years and three months placed against this gives 
us B. 0. 558. But now it should be observed that Demetrius is 
not reckoning from the desolation of the city, but the cap* 
tivity. His express language is, " From the carrying away from 
Jerusalem;'' and the time at which Nebuchadnezzar "carried 
away all Jerusalem " (2 Kings 24 : 14,) was in the " eighth y^^ 
of his reign," (24: 12,) not the 19th; and from this epoch Zede* 
kiah reigned eleven years, which gives B. C, 547 for the time of 
the desolation, thus proving an error of just thirteen years vi 
Bosanquet's chronology. 

This, the end ot Zedekiah's eleventh year, was the last oap« 
tivity ; and, according to Demetrius, from this, "the last captivity 
from Jerusalem," to the invasion by " Senacherim," there were 
128 years and six months, which gives the tenth day of the 
eleventh month, B. C. 676, for the date at which Senacherib in* 
vaded the land of Judea. S.ays Senacherib, " In my third year, 
I went up to the country of the Ketta. Luliya, king of Sidon, . . . 
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had thrown off the yoke of allegiance. On my approach from 
Abiri, he fled to Yetnan, which was on the seacoast. I reduced 
his entire country. .... I placed Tubaal on the throne, in the 
place of Luliya, and imposed on him the regulated amount of 
tribiite; . . . and because Hezekiah, king of Judea, did not sub- 
mit to my yoke, forty-six of his strong fenced cities, and innumera- 
ble small towns, which depended on them, I took and plundered ; . . . 
and beoau,se Hezekiah still refused to pay me homage, I attacked 
and carriedoff the whole population which dwelled about Jerusalem, 
with thirty talents of gold, and eight hundred talents of silver." 
— Sacred and Profane Gkronology, p. 59. Each of these invasions 
are mentioned in 2 Chron. 82 : 1-22. The second was in the 
fourteenth year of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18 : 13,) hence the first 
was before that. That there may be no mistake about this, ob- 
serve that the " thirty talents of gold," mentioned by Sennach- 
erib, are the same as mentioned in 2 Kings 18 : 14. " Hezekiah 
gave him all of the silver that was found in the house of the Lord," 
which was five hundred talents more than the king of Assyria 
demanded. If we allow Sennacherib something less than a year 
to subjugate the ''king of Sidon," we will have the fourth year 
of his reign for the time of his first invasion of the land of Judea ; 
and since his first year was B. 0. 680, his fourth year must have been 
B. 0. 676, which is the very year given by Demetrius. The interval 
between the two invasions of Sennacherib is generally believed to 
be three years; for this was the duration of the siege against 
Egypt, (Isa. 22 : 3,) and this gives us B. 0. 674 for the fourteenth 
of Hezekiah. Thus it will be seen that when the errors into 
which Bosanquet has fallen are corrected, his chronology will be 
the same with mine. 

Bosanquet gives B. 0. 493 for the first scriptural year of 
Darius, which is but two years more than I have given, and that 
he is here in error just two years, we prove thus : that the first 
scriptural year of Darius begins with the fall of Babylon is clear 
from Daniel (5: 30, 81;) and, according to Clemens, "Babylon 
was destroyed 186 years before the death of Alexander," who 
died B. C. 305; to which add 186 years, and we have B. 0. 491, 
the exact year I had given for the fall of Babylon. 

For the first scriptural year of Cyrus, Bosanquet gives B. C. 
523. This is the greatest blunder he has made, for we know for 
certain, from Dan. 9 : 25, that the first of Cyrus was B. C. 488. 
After " the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus," Daniel 
saw another vision, which he places in "the third year of 
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Oypus, king of P^sia." But, strange to tell, Bosanquet places 
"the first of the same Darius'' thirty years after the death of 
Gyrus. 

For the birth of Christ, Bossmquet giyes B. C. 8. But since 
Qirifit was born in the days of Herod the king, it has been 
abundantly {^oyed that his birth could not haye been hiter than 
B. C. 6. See page 832. 

Haying n,ow gomd through and revised Bosanquet's chronology, 
yre will give a table to show that, thus revised, it is the same 
with minis; or tibat the recent discov^ies among die ruins of 
Ninev^ prove first the iucorr^ness of Usher's Chronology, 
or Ptolemy's Cauon^ and the strict correotueas of my chrome- 

logy. 
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A Table of Boaariquefs Ohronohgy. 



B.C. 
722 

721 

710 

698 

696 

695 
694 

692 

685 

684 

683 

681 

680 

678 

676 

673 

672 

671 

671 

670 
668 
625 
621 
597 
696 
686 

565 
658 






pq 



9 48 1 Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, reigned 27 years. 

10 49 1 2 Mardoe Empadus, king of Babylon, reigndd 12 yeairs* 

9 8 12 13 End of Mardoc's reign, according to Ptoleiny's Canon. 

20 4 25 Isaiah's prophecy of " the spoil of Samaria.^ Isa.8:4. 

3 6[ 27 End of the reign of Tiglath Pileser, in the sixth year of 
Ahaz. 

4 7 1 Shalmanezer, or Sargon, reigned 15 years, and in the etid 6f 

5 8 2 his first year he carried off 27,280 families from Samaria, 
as foretold by Isaiah, 8:4. 

7 10 1 4 Mesessi Merodach, or Marduk-Bal-adan, reigned 12 yeirsi 
according to the inscription. 

5 2 8 11 Sargon, according to the inscription, took Ashdod in his 
eleventh year. Isa. 20: 1. 

6 3 9 12 In the 12th of Sargon, the war against Marduk-Bal-adan 
commenced. 

7 4 10 43 The war against Samaria commenced in the fourth year of 
Hezekiah. 2 Kings 18 : 9. 

6 12 16 End of the kingdom of Israel, in the sixth year of Hezekiah. 

7 11 Beginning of the reign of Sennacherib and his son Esarhad- 
don. 

9 3 3 Sennacherib's expedition against the king of Sidon, accord- 
ing to the inscription. 

II 5 5 The captivity under Senacherib commenced on the 10th day 
of the 11th month* 

14 8 8 Sennacherib slain in the 14th year of the reign of Heze- 
kiah. 

15 9 1 The brother of Sennacherib perhaps reigned about one 
year. 

16 10 30 Hagisa reigned over the Babylonians for the space of 30 
d. days. 

16 10 6 " Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, rdgned 6 moal^.'* 
m Isa. 39: 1. 

17 11 1 Elibus reigned the second time over the Babylonian^. 

19 13 End of the reign of Esarhaddon, according to the Canon. 

33 1 Nabopalassar, king of Babylon, reigned 29 years, according 
to Berosus. 

37 5 An eclipse of the moon at feabylon in the 5th of Nabopa- 
lassar. 
4 29 End of the reign of Nabopalassar, the fiifst king by thi* 
name. 

.5 1 " Saracus, king of the Chaldeans," reigned before Sardana^ 
palus. 

14 1 Sardanapalus, or Nabopalassar, reigned 21 years, says Be- 
rosus. 

4 1 Nebuchadnezzar reigned 43 years, as admitted by alL 

II I 8 I The carrying away from Jerusalem in the eighth of Nebu- 

chadnezzar. 
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JExplanation of the Table. 

B. C. 722 is the 9th year, of Menahem 48th of Azariah, and 
the first of Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, who reigned 27 
years. B. C. 721 is the first of Mardoc Empadas, king of Baby- 
lon. According to Ptolemy, there was a total eclipse of the 
moon in the first year of his reign ; and according to my tables, 
ther^ was a total eclipse of the moon on the 19th of March, 
B. C. 721, fixing that as the first year of Mardoc. Ptolemy 
further mentions thai two eclipses occurred in his second 
year, the first of which is supposed to have happened on the 8th 
of March, B. 0. 720, and it is evident that Ptolemy was of the 
same opinion ; but if he was not mistaken as to the quantity 
eclipsed in the one seensLiid*' carefully observed" in A. D. 136, it 
is certain that there was no eclipse on the 8th of March B. C. 
720. According to my tables, the moon was eclipsed six digits 
at sunrise, in Babylon, September 12th, B. C. 721, which is about 
the quantity Ptolemy gives for the third eclipse; but for the 
second, he gives only three digits. The third is said to have oc- 
curred on the first of September, B. C. 720 ; and my tables eclipse 
2| digits at that time, which is near the quantity which Ptolemy 
gave for the second eclipse. 

As the time these eclipses occurred is given by Ptolemy, not 
according to the Chaldean, but. the Egyptian method of reckon- 
ing, it is evident that the dates are not of Chaldean, but Egyptian 
origin ; therefore the mistake on the part of Ptolemy may easily 
be accounted for by supposing that the Chaldean record only 
•gave the quantity eclipsed, and the year of Mardoc's reign in 
which they occurred. Thus, in his first year, one total; in his 
-second year, one of six, and another of three digits. 

This Mardoc Empadas is understood to be the Merodach-Bal- 
adan of Isaiah, by those who follow what is called Ptolemy's Canon, 
or Usher^s chronology, whjch has been proved to be erroneous, by 
the late discoveries among the ruins of Nineveh ; for Dr. Hincks says 
that " Marduk-Baladan," "of the inscriptions, is there described 
as the son of Yagin.'' Says Bosanquet, this is a " fatal blow . ., . 
given to the received chronology, which assumes that Marduk- 
Baladan," " son of Yagin," " is the same as the Merodach-Bal- 
adan, son of Biiladan of Scripture, which is impossible." — Sacred 
and Profane Chronology, pp. 60 and 66. Thus we find, when the 
truth is discovered, those eclipses, which appeared to be in the 
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way of receiving tlie true Bible chronology, become an additional 
proof of its correctness. 

, B. 0. 695. Bosanquet allows 16 years for the reign of Shal- 
manezer; but "the reoords of this king of Khorsabad extend 
[only] to his fifteenth year." " Colonel Eawlinson considers that 
Sargon and Shalmanezer are the same king." That he is correct 
in this is proved thus: — Sargon, "in the inscriptions, is found to 
be the father of Sennacherib," (Sacred and Profane Ghronohgyy 
p. 60 ;) and in the Book of Tobit, Sennacherib is ^id to be the 
son of Enemessar, that is, Shalmanezer. 

B. C. 694. Says Bosanquet, "The inscriptions relate that 
Shalmanezer, in his first year, . . . came against Samaria; and 
Isaiah, writing while Ahaz and Pekah were both reigning, .... 
predicts that before his son shall be able to cry, ' My father and 
my mother,' . . . ' the spoil of Samaria shall be taken.' — Isaiah 
8: 4. The predicted invasion is that recorded at Khorsabad, 
when 27,000 families and upwards were carried away." 

Says Demetrius, — " From the time when the ten tribes were 
made captive from Samaria, (i. e. in the reign of Shalmanezer,) 
to the reign of the fourth Ptolemy (Philopater,) was 473 years 
and 9 months." The reign of the fourth Ptolemy commenced on 
the 10th day of the 8th month, B. C. 220, to which add 473 
years and 9 months, and we have the 10th day of the 11th month, 
' B. C. 694, for the time they were carried captive ; that is, in the 
latter part of the first, or the beginning of the second year of the 
Veign of Shalmanezer, at which time Tobit also was led captive. 

B. 0. 692. According to Ptolemy's Canon, the reign of Me- 
sessi-Merodaoh commenced in B. C. 692. In the Canon he is 
allowed but four years, which is followed by an interregnum of 
eight years. But, from the discoveries among the ruins of 
Nineveh, we learn that if he was the Marduk-Baladan of " the 
inscription," his reign continued through the twelve years. And 
whether he was the same king, or not, we know from those 
inscriptions (to which all other authority must yield,) that the 
twelfth year of Marduk-Baladan did end with th'e beginning of 
the reign of Asaradin, or Esarhaddon of the Canon ; for he was 
" subjugated by Sennacherib at the very commencement of his 
reign-/' at which time he placed his son Esarhaddon on the 
throne of Babylon. According to the Canon, the reign of Esar- 
haddon commenced B. C. 680, to which add twelve, and we 
have 692 for the beginning of the reign of Marduk-Baladan. 

B. C. 685; Shalmanezer, or "Sargon, according to the in- 
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scriptioiii took Aflhdod in his doy^th year,'* wMcIi dates lim 
contents of the 20th chapter of Isaiah in tiie year B^ C^ 685* 

B. a 684. Aceording t^ "the iiiscTiptioii%'* a "mto .... 
commenced in ^he twelfth year of Sargon'' against MaardA* 
Baladw; and wh^ this ]y^uk-Balad«i had reigned twtkr^ 
years, he was ''subjugated by Sei^acherib at the vi^ry oom* 
meneement of his reign" 

B. C. 681. Says Bosanqoet, *' Salft^*ia was taken by ShahiHt^ 
n^er, . . . the second year^ before Sennacherib came to the 
throne of Nineveh. Thus is Colon^ Bawliitoon's suggesti^Hi of. 
a second invasion of Palestine, towards the esA of the reign of 
Shalmanezer, confirmed*" 

B. 0,680. "The inscription infbrnas ^the Babylonian9 tmi- 
der M^duk-Baladan, their king> were subjugated by Sennacherib 
at the very commencement of his reign." And. Polyhistor iji» 
forms us that when Sennacherib had " taken upon hifnself thd 
government of the Babylonians, he appointed his son Asordairas 
their kin^ and he himself retired again into Assyrki." Says 
Bosanc^uet, " This Asordanes * * . is the Asordan of the Septus* 
gint, son of Sennacherib, who is the Esarhaddon of the Hebrew, 
and the Asaradinus of the Canon, as we have before shown." 

Now^ according to ttolemy's Canon and the received chrono* 
logy, tills Asordanes came to the throne B. C. 680 ; and since he 
was placed on the throne by Sennacherib, when he took " upon 
him the government of the Babylonians," this also dates the 
beginning of the reign of Sennacherib ; for those inscriptions, to 
which all other authorities must yidd, give "the vwy com- 
mwieement of. his reign" for the time at which he thus took 
" upon himself the government of the Babylonians." Therefore^ 
if Ptolemy's Canon may here be considered reliable, the recent 
discoveries among the ruins of Nineveh prove that the reign of 
Sennacherib commenced B. C. 680, which is a dear and positive 
proof of the incorrectness of the received, or Usher's chronology^ 
which places the 14th year of Btezekiah in B. 0* 718; that is 33 
years before Sennacherib came to the throne ; for be was cer* 
tainly on theT throne in the 14th year of the r^gn of Hjezekiah» 
(2 Kings 19 : 36.) This removes a difficulty in which I had be* 
fore been so much involved ; which is this : we read in 2 Kings 
17 : 24, that " the king of Assyria brought men . . . and placed 
them in the city of Samaria;" and from Ezra 4: 2, we learn tiiat 
the king who brought them was Esarhaddon ; who, according to 
the received chronology, did not come to the throne until 41 
years after. But now all comes natural and right. In the latter 
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end of the yeanr B. d 681^ ShaJmaneaer carried " awiiy Isi^ael 
unto Assyria f (2 Kings 18 : 11,) hence the eariiest time at which 
Esarhaddoii oould have brought and plibced those nienia'^the 
cities of Samaria," Was B. 0. 680 ; and aceording to the Canon^ 
this is the very jesa: in which he came to the throne. Thus dif* 
ficnlties vanish when we obtain the light of truth. 

As an additional proof of* the incotre^ttess of that chiTono- 
logy, which so mudi conflicts with the Word of God> let th^ 
reader call to mind that "the king q$ Assyrist brought men from 
Babylon," (2 Kings 17 : 24,) which eould not have been d6ne 
before the conquest of Babylon ; and those inscriptions found 
among the ruins of Nineveh, give us the beginning of the reign 
of Sennacherib as the d»te of its conquest; " The wai* is said to 
have commenced in the twelfth year of Sargon [or Shalmanezer,] 
and Mardak-Baladan, king of Ghaldsea, was subdued after he 
had held Babylon for twelve years ;" and the king by whom h6 
was subjugated was " Sennacherib, [son of Sargon,] at the very 
commencement of his reign." 

B. G. 678. We have already mentioned that> according to the 
inscription, Sennacherib's expedition against the king of Sidon 
was in bis third year, B^ Gw 678 ; and the inscripti<)n places hiji 
invasion of Judea after that. 

B. G. 676. Says Demetrius, "The tribes of Benjamin and 
Levi were not carried into captivity by Senaoherim, but that 
from this captivity to the last captivity from Jerusalem, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, was a period of 128 years and six months." 
The last captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, occurred on the tenth 
day of the fifth month, B. G. 547 ; to which add 128 years and 
six months, and we have the tenth day of the eleventh month, 
B. G. 676. Thus we find an exact harmony existing between 
the Bible, Denietrius, and the recent discoveries among the ruins 
of Nin.eveh. 

B. G. 67S. We have observed that Senmadierib's first expedi- 
tion against He^ekiah was B. G. 676. By comparing 2 Kings 
19 : 9, with Isaiah 20 : 3, I believe that it has become the uni- 
versal opinion that there was an interval %i three years betweeti 
the two invasions of the land of Judea by Sennacherib. Three 
from 676 leaves B. G. 673 for the time of the second invasion, which 
was. "in the 14th year of Heziekiah ;" (2 KingB 18 : 13,) and by 
comparing I^. 37 : 87, 38, with the first chapter of the book of 
Tobit, we learn that Sennacherib was slain in the 14th year of 
Hezekiah, which ^proves that his reign continued only eight 
years. 
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B. 0. 672. From Polyhistor, it would appear that after the 
death of Sennacherib, his brother reigned about one year. 

B. C. 671. Says Polyhistor, "After the reign of the brother 
of Sennacherib, Hagisa reigned over the Babylonians; and when 
he had governed for the space of thirty days, he was slain by 
Merodach-Baladan, who held the empire by force during six 
months." This is the Merodach-Baladan mentioned by Isaiah 
89 : 1. Isaiah says he was " the son of Baladan ;" and we have 
observed that Baladan his father was slain by Sennacherib. 

B. C. 670. According to Polyhistor, Merodach-Baladan " was 
slain and succeeded by a person named Elibus." This is the 
second time this Elibus was on the throne ; for says Polyhistor, 
" In the third year of his reign, Sennacherib, king of the As- 
syrians, levied an army against the Babylonians, and in a battle 
in which they were engaged routed and took him prisoner with 
his adherents," which could not have been the third year after 
Elibus slew Merodach-Baladan, for that would have been about 
five years after the death of Sennacherib, who is here said to 
have taken Elibus prisoner ; and we know from those inscrip- 
tions, to which all other authorities must yield, that the time 
Sennacherib subjugated the Babylonians was " at the very com- 
mencement of his reign." I suppose the truth of the matter is 
about this: when Sargon, the father of Sennacherib, in the 
twelfth year of his reign, commenced the war against Marduk- 
Baladan, he associated this Elibus with him on the throne ; for 
the time he was taken prisoner by Sennacherib was three years 
after that time. When Sennacherib took "upon himself the 
government of the Babylonians, he appointed his son Asordanes 
their king," whose reign we have already observed commenced B. C. 
680 ; hence this year B. 0. 680 was also the first of Sennacherib. 

B. C. 625, According to Berosus, Nabopalassar *' reigned 29 
years." Polyhistor also says " he reigned 29 years." 

B. C. 621. Says Ptolemy, " In the fifth year of Nabopalassar, 
which is the 127th year of Nabonassar, in the Egyptian Athyr 27th 
to the 28th, the 11th hour, near ending in Babylon, the moon 
began to be eclipsed ; and it was eclipsed mostly on the south 
one-fourth of its diameter." According to my tables, there were 
three digits eclipsed at fifteen minutes after four in the morning 
of April 22d, B. C. 621, which fixes that as the 5th year of his rgigu. 

B. C. 596. The reigns of two kings are omitted in our copy 
of Ptolemy's Canon, as may be seen from the following table, 
which is extracted from Bosanquet's " Sacred and Profaae Chro- 
nology." 
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BABYLON. NINEVEH. 

Bl 0. Ganon of Ptolemy. Polyhistor. Abydenas. 

yrs. yre 

Senecherim 18 Senecherib 

680 Asaradinns 18 His son (Esarhaddon) 8 Nergilus (Nergal) 

667 Saosduchinos 20 Sammughes 21 Adrammeies 

647 Kiniladinas 22 His brother 21 Axerdis his brother 

625 Nabopalassar 21 Nabupalasar or Sardmapar Sardanapalus 

lus 21 

Saracu-« Saracus 

Sardanapalus and his son Busalassoras and his son 

604 Nabokolassar 43 Nebuchodonosor Nebuchodrossor 

It will be seen ttat the two kings omitted are Saracus and 
Sardanapalus, or the second Nabopalassar. This omission ac- 
counts for the reign of Nebuchadniszzar being placed just thirty- 
nine years too high in the Canon, or just thirty-nine years higher 
than Demetrius and Clemens of Alexandria placed it. Abydenus 
expressly declares that " Saracus reigned over the Assyrians ;" 
and Polyhistor says that " Saracus was kiug of the Chaldseans " 
(p. 22). We *are not informed how long this king reigned, but 
the interval gives him ten years. 

B. C. 587. Says Bosanquet, "Polyhistor speaks of Nabu- 
chodrossor, who reigned forty-three years, as son of Sardanapa- 
lus. Now we know that Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned forty-three 
years, was son of Nabopalassar. Sardanapalus therefore was Na- 
bopalassar;" and according to both. Berosus and Polyhistor, he 
reigned 21 years. As .both Berosus and Polyhistor in one place 
give Nabopalassar 29 years, and in another give him only 21, there 
must have either been two kings by that name, or, as Bosanquet 
seems to suppose, it was the same king on 'the throne once before, 
and then again after the reign of Saracus. 

B. C. 565. Nebuchadnezzar reigned 43 years, as admitted by all. 

B. C. 558. "In the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar, he carried 
away all Jerusalem." 2 Kings 24 : 12, 14. And says Demetrius, 
" From the carrying away from Jerusalem," to the reign of the 
fourth Ptolemy, there were " 338 years and three months." Take 
838 years and three months from the tenth day ©f the fifth month, 
B. C. 558, and we have the tenth day of the eighth month, B. C. 
220, which was the beginning of the reign of the fourth Ptolemy. 

Thus it will be seen that the best authorities outside of the 
Bible confirm and establish that chronology which we had ga- 
thered from the Bible only. When I first wrote the work called 
''The Sealed Book of Daniel Opened," not knowing but that 
there might be some well established information on the subject 
of chronology, which I had not yet seen, I felt anxious to have 
the work closely criticized ; apd since it has now passed through 
the crucible of all kinds of criticism, it would appear to be es- 
tablished as about correct; for our chronology, which was at first 
established alone by the Bible, we have first proven to be correct 
by astronomy ; second by the Parian Chronicle ; third, by the 
best authorities among ancient historians ; and now again by the 
recent discoveries among the ruins of Niueveh. Therefore, after 
contemplating the matter coolly and deliberately, I must conclude 
that the chronology of our Bible is now established in a way too 
firm and fixed ever to be overthrown; and if no error can be 
discovered in it, I must believe that Christ will come in A. D. 1868 
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